
      Superintendent’s Office 

January 6, 2021 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone enjoyed winter break and got enough rest and relaxation 
to take on 2021!  There have been lots of questions about bringing students back to school 
that I hope to answer with this update.  We are ready to make good things happen for 
students.  We need information and assistance, so please read this communication 
thoroughly so we can plan accordingly moving forward. 
 
Secondary students (7th – 12th grade) have the opportunity to return to school in a hybrid 
model for teaching and learning February 2nd.  There will be two cohorts of students.  Each 
cohort will have two full days of learning on campus and three days of asynchronous 
learning with daily zoom check ins.  The fully remote program will use an on-line curriculum 
and teachers will be available for support as needed.  This is different from the current 
remote learning offered during first semester.  Please read the survey provided which 
includes an embedded informational video.  Then complete the survey for each of your 
students, choosing between hybrid and full remote learning.  
 
The elementary hybrid model has been going so well that we plan to increase the hours 
each cohort is at school for in person learning in February.  Next week I will share more 
information about this and provide a survey to get your feedback as well as give families the 
opportunity to move from a full remote model to hybrid based on current information and 
recommendations from health officials.   We know that we can safely serve students at 
school and hope to increase the number of students choosing this option.  Again, stay tuned 
next week for more information about changes to our elementary school schedule.   
 
Our goal is to increase in person learning for all students while maintaining some choice for 
remote learning as we navigate our way to the other side of this pandemic.  There are 
several reasons for this focus on our return to school: 
-Many students have disengaged in remote learning which means they are struggling to 
pass classes 
-The social emotional needs of our students are paramount for the health and well-being of 
our students 
-Connectivity continues to be a challenge in our District despite all of our efforts to improve 
technology resources 
-Students need close connections with adults as well as their peers to get an optimal 
learning experience through school 
-Health professionals recommend the return of students to in person learning.  Please see 
the revised WCHD letter to superintendents.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScb_qZh-2QhzcE9t4kCHIqdvpp2gXxcFzMNSEPiT-I94gCKYA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/52670/Letter-to-Whatcom-School-Superintendents-COVID-19-and-reopening-update-122020


 
We are waiting for revised guidelines for high school athletics and anticipate receiving 
important information by the end of this week.  If your student is planning to participate in 
athletics, please be proactive and complete our online registration at final forms.   
 
Yesterday I visited our elementary students and observed students doing a great job 
following safety protocols and engaging in learning.  It was evident that they love being at 
school with their teachers and peers.  I look forward to seeing more in person learning at all 
grade levels in February.  Thanks to our students, parents, community, and staff for all they 
have done and continue to do to support teaching and learning in Mount Baker!  Our school 
community is Baker Strong! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
360-617-4600 
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