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Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!  
As I started organizing my thoughts 
for this article, the overwhelming 
feeling of needing to express sincere 
thanks and gratitude overtook me.  I 
have been overwhelmed by the amount 

of commitment it has taken from our entire school 
community to implement the Return to Learn Plan 
for the 2020-2021 school year.  This is truly the year to 
implement the motto “Grace and Patience for All.”
In order to keep our students and staff safe, while still 
providing a quality education, sacrifices have been made 
by many.  Parents who were able, have started transporting 
their children so others can utilize bus transportation, 
parents have taken on the role of co-teacher working 
alongside school personnel to support their students, 
teachers have had to learn an entire new way of teaching 
both their in-person students and their remote students 
and they are working harder than ever before.  The 
paraprofessional staff are in new roles this year and are 
providing tremendous support for teachers and students.  
Bloomingdale Telephone Company is providing much 
needed technology and internet support.  The custodial 
staff has doubled down on cleaning efforts, coaches are 
coaching in a new way and having great success.  Our 
food service staff has had to completely change how we 
serve meals, our bus drivers have new routes and safety 
procedures they need to follow and my administrators 
and directors are working hard to ensure that all these 
pieces fall into place.  It is our goal to provide a safe and 
quality learning opportunity for all students.   There have 
been a lot of changes, but without the total commitment 
from our entire school community, including school 
personnel, parents, other family members, and 
community members in supporting roles, we would not 
be able to meet the needs of our students and for that I 
say, THANK YOU!  Thank you for your commitment, 
dedication, grace and patience. 

Deb Paquette

Bloomingdale Middle & High School 
has adopted three, four-month-old 
white Flemish Giant Rabbits. “Flemish 
Giant rabbits are considered the “King 
of Rabbits” because of their huge size, 
personality and longevity. They are also 
known as the “Gentle Giants”. They have 
a reputation of being docile, playful and 
sweet.” The Bloomingdale Bunnies’ home 
is the middle school court yard. Mr. 
Swier has provided the houses. He also 
made platforms so they could be raised 
up and the bunnies can go underneath 
them. Mr. Campbell and Mr. Swier also 
did some courtyard clean up to make 
sure the courtyard is clean, beautiful and 
safe for the students, staff and bunnies. 
This involved rototilling, mulching 
and trimming some tree branches. The 
courtyard is a perfect home for the new 
additions. 

The Bloomingdale Bunnies are certainly 
living up to the reputation of being 

sweet. Many of our students have already 
started to bond with the rabbits and the 
rabbits have bonded to the students. Some 
students have taken on the responsibility 
of making sure they have clean water, 
fresh pellets and fresh vegetables. The 
Bloomingdale Bunny’s favorite vegetables 
are fresh spinach, broccoli and carrots. 
Some students are engaging more in the 
classroom since the bunnies have arrived. 
A nice side effect of having our bunnies is 
that we are seeing more smiles and more 
conversations had by everyone who is 
engaging with the bunnies. 

We have a naming contest for the bunnies 
currently in process. Each Lunch & 
Learn class is allowed to submit three 
names by Friday October 16, 2020. The 
administration will pick the names of 
the bunnies. If you would like more 
information, follow our bunnies on 
Instagram @thebloomingdalebunnies. 

~ Flemish Giant Rabbits by Lolly Brown ~

Civil Discourse in American Government Class
Presidential election years are usually contentious, and 2020 is no exception.  Students 
in Mrs. Lam’s 11th grade American Government class are working on a skill that often 
gets lost in the yelling and bickering of an election year- civil discourse.  It has become 
clear in 2020, that expecting people to just “talk nicely” is not enough.  We must work 
on these skills of civility together.  Last week, each student spent a day researching a 
controversial topic of their choosing.  Topics ranged from immigration, abortion, who 
should win the 2020 election, the death penalty, and gun control.  They used Britannica’s 
website procon.org to look at facts, statistics, and Constitutional underpinnings of both 
the pros and cons of their arguments.  The next day, they worked on each writing a 
2-minute speech explaining their controversial topic and articulating their point of view.

One of the most encouraging things to observe when each student read their speech 
on a controversial topic was every other student listening to them.  At the end of the 
speech, students raised their hands to add to the conversation.  Sometimes a student 
brought up the opposing viewpoint, and sometimes a student would add an additional 
statistic or opinion.  Our 11th grade students were articulate about their own beliefs but 
kind to other students with opposing views.  We are proud of Bloomingdale’s juniors 
because Civil Discourse is a necessary skill to keep American democracy thriving.

Meet the Bloomingdale Bunnies

Counselor’s Corner
Middle/High School

The students who are in 11th and 12th 
grade have been receiving virtual college 
“zooms or virtual presentations” for many 
of the nearby colleges.  These presentations 
explain to students wishing to attend 
college about what their college has to 
offer.   Students receive the link from the 
Counselor Mr. Campbell.  The meetings 
have typically been set up on Fridays.  
This is an awesome way for students to 
ask questions, and hear from college staff 
about the benefits of the institution.  

In addition, coming up soon is a virtual 
presentation about the Army National 
Guard, as well as Trades/Apprenticeship 
programs offered right here in West 
Michigan.  Students also received through 
email, an attachment outlining these 
programs with links to click on to apply 
and receive other information.

For 12th grade students a lot of information 
has been sent through classroom visits, 
and email, information on over 60 
Scholarships students can apply for to 
receive free money to attend a college or 
University.  Students also recently were 
able to attend an event here at school to 
help sign up for FAFSA (Free Application 
Federal State Aid) to help reduce the costs 
of college tuition through student loans.

7th grade students will soon begin the EDP 
(Education Development Plan) process.  
This is a document where students will 
outline both their educational goals as 
well as their career goals.  The plan is 
revisited each year, and updated to ensure 
that all students are successful in their stay 
at Bloomingdale.

For more information or questions please 
contact Mr. Campbell, School Counselor 
Bloomingdale Middle/High School.  
mcampbell@bdalecards.org  

Outdoor Learning
Due to the pandemic, educators across the country have had to get creative with how 
to safely deliver instruction to students attending school face to face.   At Bloomingdale 
Middle and High School, Mr. Swier has been taking one of his classes out into the 
woods and using the great outdoors as his classroom.   Students have been bringing 
hammocks, chairs, blankets, or just using what nature provides, in order to find a 
comfortable, safe spot to do their work.   Not only does this give the students a lot of 
extra space, with outside air and a break from their masks, but being outdoors also 
helps calm any anxiety they may be experiencing.  Hopefully the warm weather sticks 
around a while longer!  

Reading and Math Assessments
The 2020-2021 school year is off to a good start.   Due to the disruption to student 
learning last spring caused by COVID-19, the State of Michigan is requiring all school 
districts to conduct benchmark assessments for students in grades 3-8 in Reading 
and Math as part of the district’s Return to Learn plan.   Bloomingdale will be using 
NWEA assessments, which our students have taken during the last two school years, to 
fulfill this requirement.  These assessments will allow us to better understand students’ 
current academic proficiency levels, help teachers plan appropriate instruction, track 
student growth in these subjects from the Fall to Spring and help us identify students 
for academic supports that we will use once we are through the most challenging aspects 
of the pandemic.  If you have any questions about NWEA testing at the middle school, 
please contact Assistant Principal, Scott Pfeiffer.  For questions about NWEA testing at 
the elementary level, please contact each building’s Principal.

Read by 3rd 
Grade Law
The State has put into 
place the Ready by Grade 
3 reading law that requires 
schools in Michigan to 
assess our students 3 times 
per year to determine if 
they are at the appropriate grade level in reading. It is 
expected that students are at the 3rd-grade reading level 
by the end of 3rd-grade. 
As we are completing our beginning of the year 
benchmark assessments, we will be reviewing the 
data and determining which students are below the 
benchmark for the beginning of the year for their current 
grade. For those students who are below the benchmark, 
we will be completing Individual Reading Improvement 
Plans (IRIPs) to determine how we will be trying to meet 
the needs of each student. We will be providing various 
interventions at school for our in-person learners, and 
additional material will be provided to remote learners. 
Our Title I teacher will be supporting those students 
who need interventions either in their classrooms or in 
the Title I Reading room. Additionally, parents will be 
given other activities to do with their children at home 
to support their learning needs.
All 3rd grade students will be required to take the 
M-STEP for the first time. The data from that state 
required assessment will determine if a student might 
need to be retained due to low reading skills. It is very 
important that we work together to avoid any of our 
students having to be retained at the end of 3rd-grade. 
The best way to support your student at home is to read 
with him/her every day. You can have them read to you, 
you can read to them, you can take turns reading. Any 
type of reading will greatly benefit your students. If you 
are in need of books at home please let your student(s) 
teacher know.

Pen Pals: Building Classroom 
Community
When students in one class 
are both remote and in-
person, it is difficult to build 
a classroom community.  
Mrs. DeVries’ 3rd and 4th 
grade class is solving this 
problem by writing pen pal 
letters.  Students who are 
remote are writing pen pal letters to students who are in-
person.  This allows students to have a chance to get to 
know each other and make connections.  

Since we are lucky enough to have the post office right 
across the street from the school, after stuffing and 
addressing their envelopes, the in-person students are 
able to walk over and mail their own letters!

read by grade 3 Law

A big welcome to Ben Arking as the new Bloomingdale Middle & 
High School Band Director. This will be Ben’s first official position 
as a band director. He has joined the middle & high school staff 
during COVID teaching so he has unique challenges and hurdles 
to overcome. Ben has experience with teaching virtual band and he 
has already started organizing the Bloomingdale students to make 
virtual band a reality. Ben’s first order of business is to organize a pep 
band for the high school homecoming pep assembly on Thursday 
October 15th in the football stadium. Ben comes to Bloomingdale 

with a plethora of strong recommendations from his mentor teachers and college 
professors. We are excited to have Ben join the Cardinal Family. 

Ben originally comes from Grand Ledge, Michigan. He earned his degree in Music 
Education from Western Michigan University in 2017, and now lives in Kalamazoo. In 
his free time, Ben enjoys baking, reading, hiking and arranging music 

Ben is excited to be a part of the Bloomingdale Family and to make some music!

Big Welcome to New Band Director

Michigan Dental Outreach . . .
the Mobile Dentists will be visiting 
Bloomingdale Elementary on 
Monday, October 19th. In-person 
learners who have returned their 
forms will be seen during the school 
day and remote learners who have 

signed up will be seen after dismissal, from 1:30-2:30 in our 
school library. Please drive to the west side of the building 
by the bus loading zone. If you have any questions, please 
contact our office, (269)521-3935.

We would like to welcome 
Sherry Duursma
to Bloomingdale Elementary as 
our new instructional parapro-
fessional. Sherry is a graduate 
of Bloomingdale Public Schools 
and most recently worked in the 
preschool program at the Allegan 
RESA. Welcome Sherry!

Bloomingdale Christian Church 
has blessed Bloomingdale El-
ementary teachers with letters of 
encouragement, gift baskets and 
prayers. We appreciate you keep-
ing our staff and students in your 
thoughts!

Bloomingdale Commu-
nications surprised the 
Bloomingdale Elementary 
staff on Friday with a ca-
tered lunch. The staff was 
so appreciative. Thank 
you Steve Shults and team 
for the wonderful sur-
prise!

Return To School Update
Pullman Elementary’s return to school has gone quite 
well. We have about half of our students working in 
the building as in-person learns and about half of 
our students are working as remote learners. As the 
teachers, parents, and students have been working hard 
to learn our new Learning Management System (LMS), 
Schoology, we have been very excited to see so many of 
our students thriving. 

There are so many new things about this school year, 
however, our students and staff are starting to get used 
to our “new normal”. Our in-person learners have been 
able to work collaboratively with their classmates to learn 
new skills as well as review previously learned skills. Our 
teachers have been enjoying spending time with their 
students as well. Many classes have taken advantage of 
the beautiful fall weather and have taken their students 
outside to eat lunch regularly. 

“Though this school year is unlike any other, we are 
always seeing various positives that have resulted from 
the changes and restrictions. Everyone is doing the very 
best that they can and that is all we can ask of anyone,” 
stated Melissa Corona, Principal of Pullman Elementary.

www.bdalecards.com


