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The Chalkboard 

Dear #158Strong Community, 
 
As we prepare to conclude what can only be described as an unprecedented, challenging, and historical year in 
2020 due to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) global health pandemic, I would like to provide our com-
munity with a review of some of the major initiatives and accomplishments of Lansing School District 158 over 
the past 12 months.  Much kudos, thanks, and congratulations to all of our stakeholders for coming together dur-
ing this time of need to support students, families, and the Lansing community.  Prior to Governor J.B. Pritzker’s 
mandatory school closure last spring, District 158 hosted the 11th Annual Roundball Classic, completed elemen-
tary and junior high science fairs, and received a donation of over $20,000 in classroom supplies at Coolidge 
from Enchanted Backpack!  A record 12 Memorial students participated in the Regional Science Fair, with five 
qualifying for State, and 8th Grade Boys Basketball won their first ever Regional Championship.  During the ini-
tial school closure period, District 158 created a Remote Learning Plan, facilitated 11 weeks of home instruction, 
served over 32,000 grab-and-go meals to a dozen Illinois school districts, and received a second consecutive per-
fect Health/Life Safety Inspection.  Memorial also hosted a live Virtual Graduation Ceremony that was acknowl-
edged with over 500 likes, 13,000 views, and 1,400 comments!  I am happy to share that the construction at Coo-
lidge received two national architectural awards and District 158 was named a Best Community for Music Edu-
cation by the NAMM Foundation.  We also donated a total of 1,650 refurbished laptop computers to our fami-

lies for support with e-Learning. 
 
Over the summer, District 158 facilitated its first Virtual Summer School 
and certified our staff on Microsoft Teams.  We were the first school dis-
trict in our region to announce a fully remote start to the 2020-2021 school 
year using live virtual instruction, with some activities like special educa-
tion testing, kindergarten assessments, related service appointments, and 
extracurricular activities still taking place onsite.  District 158 was fortu-
nate to complete our fall baseball, cross country, and softball seasons and 
Lester Crawl received our second donation from Enchanted Backpack!  
Grab-and-go meals have continued, as well, and are now offered for free 

thanks to the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program.  The Village of Lansing, First United Methodist 
Church, We Are Lansing, and other local organizations have also provided wonderful support with donations to 
our families.  This fall, District 158 was honored as a National Finalist and Closing the Achievement Gap 
Runner-Up by Districts of Distinction and received six Those Who Excel Awards from the Illinois State Board 
of Education.  You can see information about the winners later in this newsletter.  Finally, we were recently 
awarded a $200,000 Rebuild Illinois Grant to support the renovation and expansion of Lester Crawl.  If you 
drive by Greenbay Avenue, you will see this project taking place.  Dis-
trict 158 is excited to continue working towards equity in facilities and 
proud to continue offering a high-quality educational program, services, 
and supports to our community despite the challenges of COVID-19.  
We are here for you and together we are #158Strong.  Stay safe and 
Happy  Holidays! 
 
Dr. Nathan S. Schilling, Superintendent of Schools 

Cultivate the unique potential of each student by providing a challenging, supportive, and inclusive environment. 
 

Fall/Winter 2020 
 

Message from the Superintendent of Schools 

REAVIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Reavis families kicked off an adventure into the book Charlotte's Web on October 30th during the Halloween Parade and mate-
rial pick-up.  In addition to a book, each family received an activity packet with mini Wilbur and Charlotte characters.  The 
Reavis LRC is hosting chapter discussion groups on November 23, December 14, January 18, and February 1 via the Virtual 
LRC class on student Microsoft Teams accounts.  Each discussion will begin at 10:00 AM.  Additional resources and videos of 
the staff reading chapters are also posted in the Virtual LRC.    
 
Additionally, the Reavis PTA and staff donated treat bags for students that were passed out during the 
parade.  Grade level staff dressed up with different themes as they passed out curriculum materials, treat 
bags, and Charlotte's Web books and activity packets.  This has been the third material pick-up day since 
the beginning of the school year.  Previous materials provided for students included textbooks, work-
books, manipulatives, and curriculum content folders.                                                 #RoadrunnerPride 



2 

ROBERT WOOD 

President 

SUZANNE LONG 

Vice President 
MARY KELLY 

  Secretary 

Lansing School D istrict 158 

B O A R  D    O F   E D  U C A T I  O N 

OAK GLEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
What a year we have had! We’ve all heard the jokes and seen the memes, but it is true.  None of us expected to 
end the 19/20 School Year in the state we did, nor start 20/21 remotely! With that being said, all of us at Oak 
Glen have helped to create a much stronger bond with each other, our students, and their families. These times 
have put all of us to the test, and together we have proven that we can rise through any challenge when we work 
together. With our teamwork to reach our students and make a difference in their lives for the positive, we have 
no doubt that the 20/21 school year will be successful for us all. 

 

The most crucial ingredient for students’ success at school are relationships. The Oak Glen staff keeps this 
at the forefront as we are kept apart from our students. Teachers have created YouTube lessons not only for our 
Grizzlies, but any student in the world to watch and learn from. Grizzly staff hold meetings to share their feel-
ings and what we are all going through, read stories together, and just connect with one another as people. 
These strong bonds will carry over as these strong bonds unite us to get through anything together.  

 

Before the pandemic hit, Oak Glen embarked on a school-wide reading of the timeless classic by E.B. 
White, Charlotte’s Web. Oak Glen proved that distance couldn’t stop them from 
finishing what they started. Principal Mike Earnshaw created YouTube videos of 
himself, his children, Oak Glen staff, and educators from around the country read-
ing the remaining chapters and sharing them with our families. Oak Glen is excited 
to announce that we will once again be doing a school-wide reading of The One 
and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate! The Grizzly staff has also found ways to 
connect with our Fall Leaves Scavenger Hunt and Halloween Reverse Parade.  

 

Relationships will get us through whatever life throws at us. We at Oak Glen 
are ready for whatever the future brings, knowing we will get through it together.  

#OakGlenGrizzles 

                                      CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2020 THOSE WHO EXCEL AWARD WINNERS! 

         Ken Byrne              James Crowe       Lester Crawl Staff            Allison Miller            Gayle Heilman         Richard Seymour 

ABI DURÁN DENISE  

WILLIAMS 
CHUCK TAYLOR 

SARA  

WALLACE 

Did you know?  District 158's faculty report that while e-Learning at home during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
our students have progressed through approximately 80% of their academic curriculum compared to tradi-

tional onsite school years.  80% is the number usually used by research to indicate mastery of learning stand-
ards and  progress towards the next grade level.  T.F. South High School also reports that our Class of 2020 

graduates are doing very well this year! 
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LESTER CRAWL PRIMARY CENTER 
 
Lester Crawl staff met with students at least twice a week vir-
tually during the spring; teaching lessons, checking on stu-
dents and their families, and/or engaging in interactive activi-
ties.  The staff set up a Facebook Page:  Lester Crawl’s Little 
Learners, where parents could access the contents at any time 
and revisit the page whenever it was necessary.  Parents and 
students could see their teachers reading a book, conducting a 
lesson, or performing a sci-
ence experiment.  The staff 
has continued to add to the 

Facebook page this summer.  Staff, students and par-
ents participated in a reverse parade, where parents 
drove their cars through the Lester Crawl parking lot 
while staff, students and parents were able to say 
good-bye for the summer. 
 
#LittleLearners 

COOLIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Last Spring, Home Learning Activities were completed by Coolidge students 
while everyone abided by the stay-at-home order. Many parents picked up paper 
copies of the activity choice boards.  The purpose of these activities was to prac-
tice previously learned material so that skills would not be lost during the pandem-
ic.  Many videos were made by the Coolidge staff to help students stay connected 
to the staff.  The school pet, Puff the bearded dragon, went home with Mrs. Fuller 
and started his own Facebook page!  Kindergarten teachers created videos to show 
how butterflies eat, and fifth grade teachers sent “flat teachers” to each student so 

that the teacher could go on adventures with the students.   
 
Coolidge hosted our first Virtual Summer School for grades 2-5 in July.  Teachers taught live lessons from their class-
rooms and interacted with students who were at home.  Students learned concepts from the previous year to help them 
better prepare for the next grade level.  The teachers used document cameras, web cams and Microsoft Teams to teach 
virtually.  Coolidge has partnered with Ron Wolford and the University of Illinois Extension to create a beautiful gar-
den.  Students will learn how to plant and grow flowers and vegetables when they return to school. 
 
During the 2020-21 school year, students have been learning new grade level content.  Stu-
dents have textbooks and workbooks at home along with their laptop computers.  The rigor 
and expectations of our curriculum is the same as if we were conducting in-person learning.  
Students are present for live virtual academic lessons as well as lessons on trustworthiness, 
respect, responsibility, caring, citizenship, and fairness.  More technology has been incorpo-

rated into our daily lessons by using 
Microsoft, Teams, Seesaw, IXL, 
DreamBox, and Reflex.  Bernie’s 
Books donated over 3,500 books for 
our students to read at home.  We are 
excited to increase the at-home li-
brary of every family!  Our Halloween Car Parade was a huge 
success.  The Coolidge PTA continues to be an awesome or-
ganization.  They created a free pumpkin patch for all our stu-
dents, and they are planning more virtual activities to enhance 
our school-to-home connection.  The Coolidge staff is excited 
to see what lies ahead in 2021! 
                                                                       #CoolidgeCares 
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MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL   
Greetings from the Memorial Junior High School Administrative Team!  I hope everyone is staying safe and in 

good spirits.  We have all experienced some challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Like many schools around the 
world, unfortunately the Memorial staff did not have the opportunity to physically start the school year face to face with 
our students.  However, we have been able to work with our students and families to move forward with teaching and 
learning.  The Memorial staff is committed in letting our students and families know that we will push through any ob-
stacles that we may face.   

 

During our current school closure period due to the COVID-19 pandemic, teachers have actively been working 
to stay connected with their students by utilizing technological resources.  Teachers communicate daily with their clas-
ses through Microsoft Teams, Edmodo lessons, Zoom meetings, and Class Dojo interactions.  During what we call our 
Monday Medley, Memorial teachers are conducting office hours where they are calling to check-in on their Home Base 
students, reminding parents to check their child’s grades in PowerSchool, and conducting small group reteaching and 
lesson review with students that may need extra help.  There are many other activities that staff members at Memorial 
have done to support student learning during our closure period. Mr. Faughn has conducted workout sessions to engage 
students and staff in staying fit and strong during our social separation time.  Ms. Schroeder has sent home postcards to 
her students with words of encouragement and support.  Mrs. Zadrozny recorded herself reading various novels for our 
students to listen to at home as they read along with their books. Mrs. Arseneau highlighted various authors and their 
writings to encourage students to read and explore various types of genres. Also, our grade level teams have produced 
videos showing their appreciation and support for our students. These are just a few examples of the extra steps our staff 
is taking to keep our students encouraged and engaged. 

 

Our staff at Memorial works daily to think of ways to support our students during our separation from on cam-
pus activities.  This school year we have provided donations of novels from our Learning Resource Center as well as 
district laptops to students as we support their e-learning at home.  In October, staff conducted a Costume Parade out-
side Memorial to greet our students and let them know we miss them as we passed out treats to our students.  Through 
fundraising, we were able to donate $575 to support a local organization that provides wigs to those going through 
chemotherapy. Also, with the support of some of our local churches, Memorial staff was able to provide close to 150 
food donations to families over this fall holiday season.  This was all done as a reflection of our staff’s genuine love and 
care for our students, families, and the Lansing community.  

The administrative team and staff at Memorial Junior High School are actively working to ensure a productive 
and successful 2020-2021 school year.  This school year looks a little different than school years in the past, but we are 
determined to stay positive and diligent in meeting the needs of our students. Of course, this is done through a partner-
ship with parents working with us to make sure students are logged in and ready to do their best during our time of e-
learning.  I want to thank all our Mighty Mustangs parents for their patience and support as we work to shape and pro-
vide quality learning for our students.  The staff at Memorial recognizes the efforts of our Memorial parents and fami-
lies in working with us to keep their child engaged and accountable for their remote learning at home while we are away 
from in person learning.  We will continue to work together to do our best in navigating our way through this pandemic 
in a safe and responsible manner.   

                                                                                                                                                                 #MightyMustangs 
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