
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 5, 2021 
 

Dear RSU #3 Families, 
 

It is our hope that this letter finds you well.  Best wishes for a great New Year. Here is to hoping that 
2021 will bring us some closure on the pandemic so we can move on.  
 

The RSU #3 Return to School committee, composed of staff from across the district and departments; 
such as, teachers, facilities, transportation, school nutrition, health office, school counseling, 
secretarial, business office, and administration, met late Monday afternoon to discuss the current 
plans for returning to school.  The committee is tasked with developing a plan that best meets the 
needs of our students, staff, and community; both educationally and health safety. After our last 
communication in December regarding returning to school 4 days/week, we have heard from many 
families in the community, both for and against an increased return. We appreciate the feedback 
from the community.  
 

Unfortunately, since our last communication, we have seen an increase in positive cases of COVID-19 
amongst our school community and throughout the state. That raises concerns for the safety of all of 
our students and staff. To be clear, the cases of COVID-19 have been linked to contraction of the virus 
outside of our school buildings. With that said, we cannot guarantee that the virus will not be 
contracted within our buildings, but we can and will continue to do our best to mitigate the spread. 
 

The RTS Committee voted unanimously to postpone the return to school of 4 days/week until 
further notice.  

 

We understand the concerns on both sides of this decision and apologize for any inconvenience this 
may cause. This decision was not made lightly and took into account the current trends of the virus, 
our capacity as a district under the social/physical distancing guidelines, our capacity as a district for 
staffing, etc.  In addition, in the event of a positive case, we currently are able to contact trace rather 
quickly and prevent a school shut down, while in a 4 day/week model, we would have to consider 
shutting down schools in order to contact trace. The committee felt strongly that currently seeing our 
students 2 days a week was better than not seeing our students at all due to a closure.  
 

The Return to School Committee will be sending out a family survey in the next week that we 
encourage you to complete. This information will be used as we move forward with planning and 
continuing to do what is best for our students, staff, and community.  
 

Lastly, a new “At-Home” student screening tool is being sent home. We need everyone’s cooperation 
in completing a daily screening of their child(ren) and adhering to the Governor’s order’s about social 
distancing, mask wearing, and travel.  We all need to work together to keep our school community 
safe. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact your child’s school principal or my office. 
 

Sincerely, 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Mr. Charles Brown, Superintendent 

 


