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Updates, Tips,  
& Resources 

Happy New Year!  
This newsletter is specifically for staff 
members,  
to provide updates, tricks, & tips  
that relate to curriculum, instruction, & assessment. 

Questions? Comments? Contact me -- Leanne Condon lcondon@rsu10.org 

January 4, 2021 
I’m bringing back a newsletter that focuses on 
curriculum, assessment, and instruction. 
 
In the true spirit of closing out a year, let’s 
reflect a little.  

 
 
First, we need to celebrate our successes. 
We reopened schools, our kids are here, and 
we have only had a couple of closures due to 
exposure.  That’s kind of miraculous. 
Second, teaching in a hybrid environment is 
exhausting.  We are so thankful for all the 
work that you continue to do for and with your 
students.  You are amazing. 
 
Happy first week of a new year!  It’s a great 
time to review your classroom operating 
procedures and your norms for distance 
learning.  We’ve all had two weeks off, so 
checking in and reminding all students how 
we roll is a good use of time this week. 

CIA & Updates 
Update -- Did you know that MVHS now has 
grade 9 students for in-person learning four 
days a week?  Data reflected that freshmen 
students needed additional support to be 
successful.  BJSHS works with families to 
increase days in school for students needing 
additional support. 
 
Looking Ahead -- We hope to begin 
increasing in-person learning to four days for 
our MVMS grade 5 students starting on 
January 11 and grade 6 the week after.  
 
Looking Way Ahead -- We are beginning to 
plan for summer learning programs for 
EACH BUILDING!!!  Of course, we are 
hoping for in-person learning to be back, but 
regardless we are asking all buildings to 
begin planning.  If you are interested in being 
a staff member for summer school, please 
email Peggy Collette.  Edmentum blog 
 

 

https://info.edmentum.com/Blog-Subscription-Management_Subscribe-Form.html
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Remote Learning  Check out this website -- https://michiganvirtual.org/ . Lots of good 
vetted stuff here.  They offer a self-paced course on Strategies for 
Online Success (SOS).  

More on Remote 
Learning 

In reference to last March, the authors of The Distance Learning 
Playbook acknowledged “the heroic efforts of educators worldwide 
who, during a pandemic, used what they knew to create meaningful 
learning opportunities for students.  They didn’t miss a beat”(1).  
This is a book about strengthening distance learning and is written for 
teachers.  It’s as interactive a book as I’ve read in awhile. . . 

Trauma-Informed 
Practices 

The Body Keeps the Score by Dr. Bessel A. van der Kolk is a 
fascinating book about supporting students with Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs) and trauma. “Self-regulation can be taught to 
many kids who cycle between frantic activity and immobility. In 
addition to reading, writing, and arithmetic, all kids need to learn 
self-awareness, self-regulation, and communication as part of 
their core curriculum. Just as we teach history and geography, we 
need to teach children how their brains and bodies work. For adults 
and children alike, being in control of ourselves requires becoming 
familiar with our inner world and accurately identifying what 
scares, upsets, or delights us.”  If you would like this book, be one of 
the first five people who email me, and I’ll get you a copy. 

On a Personal 
Note --  

It’s January 2021.  Many folks use this as a restart -- a time to set goals 
or restart goals once set.  If you are one of these people and you find 
yourself trying to incorporate new patterns into your life, you might try 
listening to LIfe Kit: NPR podcast “Tiny Habits are the Key to Behavioral 
Change.” 12/29/20. 

Leanne’s Current Reading List -- 
● I am studying The Body Keeps the Score by Bessel Van Der Kolk, M.D.,  Grading for 

Equity by Joe Feldman, and the Distance Learning Playbook by Fisher et al. 
● I am reading Waking up in Winter by Cheryl Richardson. 
● I am listening to White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. 
● And my fun book is The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V. E. Schwab. 

Do you have any book recommendations for me? I found Trello as a way to track books.  It’s free! 

https://michiganvirtual.org/
https://michiganvirtual.org/resources/sos/
https://michiganvirtual.org/resources/sos/
https://www.npr.org/lifekit
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18693771-the-body-keeps-the-score
https://gradingforequity.org/
https://gradingforequity.org/
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/the-distance-learning-playbook-grades-k-12/book275865
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34217587-waking-up-in-winter
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43708708-white-fragility?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=2qVS2NsE5r&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50623864-the-invisible-life-of-addie-larue?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=H5uy3kbEQ6&rank=1
https://trello.com/b/90JONVSZ/books


RSU #10 Staff 
Updates, Tips,  
& Resources 

Happy New Year!  
 

Questions? Comments? Contact me -- Leanne Condon lcondon@rsu10.org 


