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Inside this  issue: 

“Feeling gratitude and not express-
ing it is like wrapping a present 
and not giving it.” William Arthur 
Ward 

It is hard to imagine that by the 
time you read this we will be staring 
at Thanksgiving! As interesting and 
different our world is right now, 
there is much for which to be thank-
ful.  The issue is we do not take the 
time to stop, pause, and reflect on 
what we have. Most of the time we 
worry about what we do not have. 
Therefore, if I am asking you what 
you are thankful of, I guess I had 
better step up as well! I am thankful 
for my family. Spending time with my 
wife, my kids, and my parents, are 
moments that I take for granted, 
but really, I need to treasure the 
moments. We are “empty nesters” 
and we do not see our kids often. My 
folks live in the Swan Valley and we 
do not get to spend much time with 
them either. I am thankful I have a 
job at Frenchtown Schools, which 
puts food on the table and allows us 
to have a roof over our heads. I work 
with a great team of folks that have 
really benefit to our lives. Thank you 
for the opportunity to serve the 
community and schools of French-
town.  

AS WINTER APPROACHES 

Did we have the fall season? Not 
sure, but winter is here! As I am 
quickly learning, Frenchtown has a 
propensity to have flash freezing 
around 7:00 or 7:30 AM. Roads seem 
to be ok around 6:00 or 6:30, but as 
that fog engulfs air temperature 
drops and the hazardous conditions, 
us occur quickly.  Please make sure 
you and your students leave a bit 

earlier so you do not have to hurry to 
work or school!  Our bus drivers have 
been trained have most of them have 
experience on hazardous roads; how-
ever, conditions of the roads will play 
a major factor in whether or not 
school will run as normal, delayed, or 
cancelled.  I will consult with our 
transportation supervisor early in 
the morning to determine whether it 
is safe to run the buses as normal or 
delay the routes. From what I under-
stand, the weather across the county 
is different from one end to the oth-
er and so the description of school 
closures in Missoula, Lolo, or Clinton, 
may not be at all like our weather for 
the morning. For more information on 
the winter school, closure policy read 
the next article. 

INFORMATION ON WINTER 
SCHOOL CLOSURE POLICY 

 Please check the FTSD website 
www.ftsd.org or Face-
book.com/FrenchtownSD40 
every morning you are concerned 
if school will be held, delayed or 
cancelled, due to inclement 
weather.   

 School cancellations and delayed 
starts will be posted on the Live 

Feed, and post-
ed to the Dis-
trict Facebook 
Page (Look for 
these graphics)  

 

 

 

 

 

 The District also has the IC 
message system that will send 
out a phone call, a text message, 
or email alerts for school clo-
sures or delays.  

 The district will also make an 
effort to update parents and 
students on the website about 
the status of school in French-
town when there have been can-
cellations of other area schools 
but not for FTSD #40. 

 Also, listen for messages on the 
radio or television, as that will 
be the first place that we con-
tact on any school closures. If 
you do not hear Frenchtown 
mentioned in a listing of school 
closures, then know that we 
are holding school. 

 KPAX/KECI/Fox/radio stations. 

 However, if you are in a location 
that does not allow for safe pas-
sage to school or to the bus 
stop, then as a parent, you are 
the best person to determine if 
your child/children should at-
tend school on a day when the 
weather is bad.  If a student is 
absent, because you could not 
get them to the bus stop or 
school, please notify the school 
and your child will be marked as 
an excused absence for that 
day. 

COATS, HATS, GLOVES, BOOTS 
– I know, I know, I know! (Isn’t 
this what you hear when you tell your 
child to dress for the weather?) 
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am sure your children have heard you a thousand 
times about coats, hats, and gloves…well, here is a 
thousand and one! With the attempt to take stu-
dents outside more than ever, please be sure that 
your child leaves for school with everything they 
need to stay warm at recess, lunch recess, and the 
trip to and from school.  This is a good intention 
right? However, with good intentions come conse-
quences…getting students to return home with all 
this extra gear!  I am sure our Lost and Found 
departments at the elementary and junior high 
overflow with awesome, necessary, and expensive 
clothing.  I understand the temperature warms 
during the day students take their coats, hats and 
gloves off never to return home! They go some-
where into the twilight zone of Lost and Found! 
We will keep clothes as long as we can; however, 
we will run out of room and if this is the case, then 
we will donate the clothing to charity. If your 
child is missing outerwear, then please check the 
school lost and found.  

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 

Frenchtown Schools would like to announce the 
continuation of the federal program called Sum-
mer Food Service Program that Frenchtown 
Schools participated in last spring. The summer 
food service program has been extended to con-
tinue this fall and we were informed the program 
would end December 31.  However, we have re-
ceived notification that the Summer Food Service 
Program will continue for Frenchtown Schools until 
the end of the school year. This means French-
town Schools will continue to offer free lunches 
for those students enrolled in Frenchtown 
Schools.  

SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS NEEDED 

The Frenchtown School District encourages those 
of you interested in being around youngsters and 
helping with the daily operations of school to con-
sider becoming a substitute teacher.  Certified 
Substitute Teachers: $13.14/hour plus $100.00 
bonus for every 10 days worked. Uncertified Sub-
stitute Teachers: $12.00/hour plus $100.00 bonus 
for every 10 days worked. We are also looking for 
substitute paraprofessionals, food service, bus 
drivers, and shipping/handling.   

If you are interested in working for the French-
town School District, please contact Stacie Me-
ther, the Deputy District Clerk, at 626-2703. 

****WINTER BREAK – This is a change**** 

Christmas Vacation for students will now start 
after school is over on Friday, December 18.  Origi-
nally, Christmas Break was scheduled to begin the 
afternoon of Friday, December 22. Now, Decem-
ber 21 and December 22 will be Teacher PIR days. 
It will allow for all staff members in the district 
time to complete projects and do preparation work 
for when we resume on the Monday, January 4. It 
has been hectic and the extra time can be utilized 
in multiple fashions.  This might create some in-
convenience for families and we apologize for this 
in advance; however, the time will be used and ap-
preciated greatly by all staff members.  Thank you 
in advance for your understanding and assistance.  

We are blessed by the support of the Frenchtown 
community! 

 

 

 
 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 

 Every Thursday throughout 2nd quarter Early 
out 12:27 

 December 21st through January 3rd Winter 
Break 

Elk Student of the Month 

Congratulations to Grace 
Bintz, she has been selected 
as the November “Elk Stu-
dent of the Month,” and will 
be among those included in 
those considered for “Elk 
Student of the Year” recogni-
tion at the end of this school 
year. The students are se-

lected by their teachers and counselors based on 
academic excellence, community service, school 
involvement and leadership  

High School Heisman 

Congratulations to Duncan 
Richardson. He was chosen as 
the Frenchtown High School 
Heisman. From an applicant 
pool of thousands of high 
school scholar-athletes grad-
uating with the class of 2021, 
more than 3,600 have been 
named School Winners in the 

Heisman High School Scholarship competition 

awarded by The Heisman Trophy Trust and Ac-
ceptance Insurance. 

To apply, students must be graduating with the 
class of 2021, have a cumulative weighted high 
school grade point average of a B (3.0) or better, 
participate in at least one of the 48 sports recog-
nized by the International Olympic Committee 
and/or the National Federation of State High 
School Association and be a leader in his/her 
school and community. 

Fall Athletics Update 

Congratulations:  

 Boys Soccer Southern Division Champs
  

 Football 1st round playoffs (State Quarterfi-
nals)  

 Volleyball 2nd SW Conference (Automatic Divi-
sional Qualifier) 

The activities department will hold its winter par-
ent sports meeting on December 1st with boys and 
girls basketball at 6:00 pm and wrestling/winter 
cheer/swimming at 7:00 pm.  Speech and Debate 
will be held on December 2nd at 7:00 pm. 

 Winter sports will start practice/tryouts on 12/7 
for both basketball and wrestling programs, swim-
ming and cheer. 

Congratulations to the following athletes that re-
ceived All-Conference and All-State recognition: 

 Golf – Harper Armitage – All-State (9), All-
Conference (4)Kamas Romney – All-Conference 
(15) 

 

 Girls Soccer – Lauren Demmons – 2nd Team All-
Conference Shayla Dyer – 2nd Team All-
Conference 

 Boys Soccer – Jeff Jacobs – All-State, 1st 
Team All-Conference Mason Palen – All-State, 
1st Team All-Conference Dimarcus Moua – All-
State, 1st Team All-Conference Cole Westrom 
– 1st Team All-Conference Braydon Simpson – 
2nd Team All-Conference Jeremy Velasquez – 
2nd Team All-Conference Camden Moua – Hon-
orable Mention All-Conference 

 

     From the Desk of  

     Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 
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 Volleyball – TBA 

 Football – TBD 
 
63 Academic All-State awards will be handed out 
to students that had a GPA greater than a 3.5 for 
1st Quarter.  There were 122 athletes that let-
tered this fall. 

Frenchtown activities had a great fall!!  Thanks for 
supporting our activities department. 

Winter sports have been adjusted and new sched-
ules will be determined on 12/1/20.  Speech and 
Debate will start a virtual season on 12/4/20.  
Activities are moving forward and constantly ad-
justing to accommodate all the different require-
ments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frenchtown High School Graduation May 30th 
1:00 p.m. 

Kiwanis Christmas Star Program 

Due to the Covid-19 situation, the Kiwanis Christ-
mas star program will take place this year, but will 
have a few changes. 

I would like to thank the Trail West Bank staff 
for supporting us through these changes. 

It will still operate as usual.  You can check out a 
star from the bank, purchase your gifts and re-
turn them to the bank.   The change is that you 
will have to complete this through the drive up 
window.   The tellers will have a list of the 
stars and the gifts on them.   You can look at 
the list to select the stars and then the teller 
will sign them out to you.  

On returning with the gifts you can check in at 
the drive up window and make arrangements to 
drop the gifts off at the door. 

As always if you do not wish to go shopping you can 
donate money in any amount and the KEY club will 
shop for any remaining stars. 

Thank you for you gracious support in the past and 
you future support 

If you have questions you can contact Dave Du-
hame at 370-0428 

 

Happy Holidays!  A chill is in the air but we are 
keeping warm by staying busy in the Counseling 
Center.    

Academics 

Keep in mind the first semester ends on January 
15.  Semester grades are the grades posted to 
your transcript.  Your semester grade is calculated 
by averaging both your quarter 1 and quarter 2 
grades.  Please check your Infinite Campus portal 
regularly to see how your child is progressing and 
contact your counselor if we can be of any assis-
tance (Ms. Richardson 626-2718, Ms. Terzo 626-
2719).   

Students, remember it is important to check your 
transcript at the end of each semester to make 
sure your grades are correct.  Checking at the end 
of each semester gives you a chance to talk with 
teachers or counselors if there is a mistake. 

The National Honor Society is providing virtual 
tutoring for any students in need of academic as-
sistance.  Tutors are currently available after 
school Monday - Wednesday.  You must complete 
this Google Form, https://forms.gle/
KfE5mSnBzCJKtAxS7, to indicate your interest.  
Please have the form turned in the Thursday be-
fore the week during which you are requesting 
tutoring to allow us time to connect you with a 
tutor. 

Testing Information 

We should receive PSAT and ACT score reports in 
late November or early December for all of the 
students who took a test in October (listen for 
announcements).  Again, it is our recommendation 
that all juniors who are considering post-
secondary education take the ACT or SAT test(s) 
at the end of their junior year.  This allows enough 
time early on in their senior year to retake the 
tests if they are unhappy with their scores.  Sen-
iors should have test scores for scholarships by 
December of their senior year.   

This year Frenchtown will offer the ACT (a stand-
ardized test that most colleges/universities re-
quire prior to admissions) to all juniors on March 
23. This test will take place during the school day 
free of charge. Stay tuned for further details.  

Sophomores will take the Pre-ACT free on March 
24 as well.  Stay tuned for details. 

Anyone wishing to take the ACT on a national test-
ing day should visit act.org to check dates, prices, 
and to register. 

If you would like to take the SAT, please visit col-
legereadiness.collegeboard.org. 

Parents of seniors:  

If your child is planning to attend a college or uni-
versity after high school, many application dead-
lines are quickly approaching.  Regularly check in 
with your child to assess their progress.  Seniors 
have definitely been thinking about their plans 
beyond high school as well as what they need to be 
successful during their senior year.  

Seniors should also be completing scholarship ap-
plications.  This is the link to the Frenchtown 
Scholarship page: https://docs.google.com/
document/d/1G9d-
hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/
edit?usp=sharing   

Important College Information:  

If your senior student is applying to Montana 
State University, the deadline for freshman schol-
arships is February 1, 2020. MSU requires stu-
dents to fill out an additional application for stu-
dents wanting consideration for freshman scholar-
ships; the application is located at 
http://www.montana.edu/admissions/scholarships/
residents/index.html.  

The Presidential Scholarship application deadline 
for MSU is December 4h.  

The Presidential Leadership Scholarship is the 
University of Montana’s premier academic scholar-
ship, recognizing outstanding talent, academic per-
formance, and contribution to the community. 
Freshman who wish to apply for the Davidson Hon-
ors College Presidential Leadership Scholarship 
must complete the Davidson Honors College (DHC) 
Application Form by December 4. 

The University of MT also has a scholarship portal 
available to students: 
https://www.umt.edu/finaid/scholarships/um-
scholarship-portal/default.php  

Please contact the admissions office or look up 
online any other colleges to which your student is 
applying for more information about admissions 
deadlines and scholarships.  

Any high school student who is planning to play 
sports at the collegiate level should check out the 
NCAA Eligibility Center at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org  For Division 1 and Divi-
sion 2 levels. If your student is looking into NAIA 
schools please check out the website 
www.playnaia.org  for more information.  

 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

https://forms.gle/KfE5mSnBzCJKtAxS7
https://forms.gle/KfE5mSnBzCJKtAxS7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G9d-hZ4Jf6e0Epfxxm8le393sn69tWJqkhnluv7ojI8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.dhc.umt.edu/prospectiveStudents/admissions.php
http://www.dhc.umt.edu/prospectiveStudents/admissions.php
https://www.umt.edu/finaid/scholarships/um-scholarship-portal/default.php
https://www.umt.edu/finaid/scholarships/um-scholarship-portal/default.php
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org
http://www.playnaia.org
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 10 Cyber Use Safety Tips 

1.Make sure your child does not spend all of his/
her time online. 

2.Keep the computer in an area where it can be 
monitored, like the family room, kitchen or living 
room, not in your child’s bedroom 

3.Learn about computers so you can enjoy them 
with your child. 

4.Have conversations with your children about not 
meeting with online friends-offline unless you are 
present. 

5.Watch your children when they are online and 
monitor the sites they visit. 

6.Don’t overreact when your children come to you 
with questions, you want them to keep asking you 
questions. 

7.Encourage conversations about what they enjoy 
doing while online. 

8.Get to know their “online friends” just as you get 
to know their “in-person friends.” 

9.Warn them that people may not be who they ap-
pear to be online.  They may send a picture and say 
they go to a nearby school but that doesn’t mean 
it’s true.  

10.Discuss your family’s rules regarding computer 
usage, get your children to agree, if the rules are 
not followed, follow through with consequences. 

 

Frenchtown Community Library Hours: 

Tuesday and Thursday 

5-8 PM 
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Enrollment as of November 11, 2019 

6th Grade:  100 
7th Grade:  124 
8th Grade:  118       Total:  342 

1st quarter attendance FMS  

8th grade --- 97.20 percent 
7th grade --- 97.53 percent  
6th grade --- 97.20 percent  
School 97.27 percent 

This is great on two fronts….1) we have to be 
above 96 percent to meet ESSA requirements on 
a yearly basis as a school for attendance 2) our 
students like coming to school!  This includes on-
site/remote learners. 

Middle School Sports 

 MS Boys Basketball start date – Monday, 
January 4 and end Friday, February 5 

 MS Girls Basketball state date – Monday, 
February 9 and end Friday, March 12 

 No start date for MS Wrestling has been set 
– MS Wrestling may look a lot like MS Soccer 
with none of the Missoula Middle Schools 
competing  

 No Copper League teams are playing basket-
ball at this point.  

 Reason for season changes is none of the Bit-
terroot Schools at playing basketball until 
January, 2021. 

Middle School Promotion Date (Save the Date)
Wednesday, June 2, 2021 in the High School 
Gym at 7:00 pm (tentative).  Even if we are not 
able to have a formal promotion ceremony we will 
plan an event/slide show/parade for the students 
moving into Frenchtown High School.  

Ski Trips  

 6th grade ski trip --- Wednesday, January 20, 
2021.  

 7th grade ski trip  --- Tuesday, February 2, 
2021. 

 8th grade ski trip --- Tuesday, February 9, 
2021. 

 Paper work will go out in December of 2021. 

 All trips will leave the school at 8:00 am.  

 All ski trips are to Discovery Mountain in the 
Anaconda/Phillipsburg area  

 The plan is to move forward with these trips 
at this time 

Winter Weather/Out-Side Recess Protocol: 

 Any combination of zero degrees or below 
zero we keep all students in for inside recess 
at Frenchtown Middle School. 

Example:  5 above zero with a wind chill of -8 
students will be inside for recess. 

 Classroom Teachers/Playground Aides can 
always determine if students are not dressed 
warm enough and send students inside at any 
time during cold weather. 

 
The Middle School Office uses the Weather 
Channel Website to track the temperature and 
make our determinations of accurate temperate 
and wind chill.   
 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Students: 

 Additional Information on McKinney-Vento 
Identification Process 

 Children sharing housing due to economic 
hardship or loss of housing 

 Children living in “motels, hotels, trailer 
parks, or camp grounds due to lack of alterna-
tive accommodations” 

 Children living in “emergency or transitional 
shelters” 

 Children “awaiting foster care placement” 

 Children whose primary nighttime residence is 
not ordinarily used as a regular sleeping ac-
commodation (e.g. park benches, etc.) 

 Children living in “cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus 
or train stations…” 

If a student/family meets one of these qualifiers 
they would be identified as a McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Student.  Please contact Aaron Griffin, 
Middle School Principal, if you have any questions 
at 626-2650 or griffina@ftsd.org. 
Sixth Grade Leaf Project 
6th Grade students recently completed and 
turned in their leaf projects. The kids were 
tasked with finding 25 different leaves from dif-
ferent trees.  They then had to provide their 
common and scientific name, where they can be 
found, and one interesting fact.  The quality of 
the projects was excellent and all kids gained a lot 
of insight on the types of trees in our area and 
beyond 

 

 

 

From the Desk of  

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

mailto:griffina@ftsd.org
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6th Grade Honor Roll 

6th Grade High Honor 
Roll 

7th Grade Honor Roll 

7th Grade High Honor Roll 

8th Grade Honor Roll 

8th Grade High Honor 
Roll 

    Saturday    10:00am -3:00pm 

Campbell, Ethan 

Campbell, Rylee 

Curtiss, Addison 

Davis, Jolie 

Diller, Devin  

Finley, Colin 

Guptill, Ember 

Hale,  Elijah 

Hallesy, Tabitha 

Hawkins, Devonte' 

Herald, Easton 

Karuzas, Cora 

Koehler, Destiny 

Lamberton, Ashton 

Laverdure, Landin 

Loehner, Mathew 

Lund, Logan 

Martinez, Elizabeth 

Meeks, Jordan 

Moua, Darien 

Randall, Jenica 

Redli,  Karson 

Rodoni, Braxton 

Rose, Anykin 

Salmonsen, Maloree 

Steinebach, Natalee 

Tancheva, Izabella 

Ubben, Ozzy 

Von Sydow, Kellan 

Wasser, Bella 

Anderson, Gavin 

Baughman, Madisyn 

Brush, MaKenzie 

Campbell, Carter 

Crowley, Colette 

Curtice, Owen 

Dimaggio, Morgan 

Garr, Brayden 

Garrard, Josie 

Hansen, Landon 

Hardy, Blake 

Heidemann, Cordelia 

Henry, Jeremiah 

Jarrett, Madilynn 

Kreis, Kailyn 

Kurpius, Jacob 

Langley, Savannah 

Lawson, Nyah 

Lucier, Ryan 

Madland, Isabelle 

Magnuson, Delanie 

Mann, Gunnar 

Manyhides-Felsman, Sharon 

Marini, Makenzie 

Martin, Gabriel 

McMullan, Blake 

Menuey, Mason 

Michaud, Cooper 

Miner, Jackson 

Mitchell, Joelie 

Money, MaeLee 

Ochsner, Mackenzie 

Olson,  Cash 

Peters, Nola 

Phillippi, Isaak 

Prather, Dylan 

Reynolds, Lyla 

Rodoni, Dawson 

Sailer, Issac 

Schmauch, Colt 

Schuster, Carter 

Skinner, Maryssa 

Smith, Hank 

Stav, Ryder 

Tanner, Kathleen 

Tolan, Jayden 

Vaile, Teagan 

Wexler, Liam 

Wilsey, Thaeoden 

Zachariasen, Ivy 

Zeier, Ashlyn 

Albertson, Caitlyn 

Bagley, Kade 

Belcourt, Kaine 

Bonet, Allyson 

Brown, Timothy 

Chinikaylo, Serguei 

Courtney, Aspen 

Culdice, Christian 

Daigle, Alexis 

Delger, Sarah 

DiGiando, Kaleb 

Dowell, Ashton 

Dunning, Kade 

Flink, Bishop 

Garnett, Lily 

Gergen, Malia 

Gibbs, Gabe 

Hall, James 

Hendrick-Lanser, Alyssa 

Hendrickson, Zacchery 

Hill, Jessica 

Kirk, Annie 

Lamoreux, Cody 

Marceau, Matteo 

McGraw, Bentley 

Miller, Jessie 

Miller, Winter 

Montanez, Rebel 

Pier, Porter 

Schiltknecht, Jenna 

Shear, Brandon 

Smith, Reilly 

Smith, Trevor 

Spencer, Adam 

St. Clair, Logen 

Stark, Cooper 

Stenerson, Tyler 

Tancheva, Isyss 

Urquhart, Evan 

Young, Alex 

Zeier, Teagan 

Bilbrey, Alyssa 

Casida, Aliviana 

Chinikaylo, Vasiliy 

Corette, Bailey 

Day, Brooks 

Deuter, Gracelyn 

Estill, Kennedy 

Gressm Hunter 

Griffin, Henry 

Gurr, Maleea 

Haynes, Jaxon 

Hesse, Sofie 

Hogland, Hannah 

Holleran, Laney 

Houlihan, Cole 

Hubley, Wyatt 

Johnson, Cole 

Kautman, Braelyn 

Klimpel, Konnor 

Knight, Aleah 

Kollmer, Benjamin 

Kzaley, Casey 

Langaunet, Ellie 

Leishman, Miley 

Lewis, Ellyn 

Lindseth, Miley 

Machado, Sage 

Manzanares,  ShyAnne 

Moua, Autumn 

Nygard, Travis 

Peters, Tru 

Quinn, Mason 

Rasmussen, Makenzie 

Rate, Gage 

Rebich, Dominik 

Rheinhardt, Eleanor 

Ricci, Brayden 

Rondeau, Justin 

Schwindt, Emma 

Sivertsen, Graci 

Smith, Brooklyn 

Steinmetz, Kellyn 

Terrell, Qiana 

Visscher, Brianna 

Von Sydow, Kaiden 

Warner, Jordan 

White, Kaydence 

Yonce, Greta 

Zemliska, Halle 

Alexander, Joseph 

Blowers, Kaden 

Chinikaylo,  Aleksey 

Cobler, Anjle 

Corette,  Billy 

Davey, Meuli 

Eslinger, TJ 

Hatch, Kyle 

Helvick, Chloe 

Jones, Van 

Jones, Wyatt 

Kaneff, Jacob 

Keith, Brandon 

Lund, Hunter 

Lynn, Olivia 

Marcus, Lexia 

Marini, Bryce 

Martin, Branch 

May, Sapphire 

Mitchell, Riley 

Monaghan, Jackson 

Nygard, Tanner 

O'Brien, Evaney 

Peasley, Mason 

Prather, Katelyn 

Ranstrom, Lendynn 

Sanford, Landon 

Schmill, Brady 

Smith, Tyler 

Stav, Colter 

Waldron, Tanner 

 

Alexander, Jacob 

Anderson, Bridget 

Arnold, Anson 

Billingsley, Dustin 

Casida, Jade 

Chinikaylo, Marena 

Crail, Camden 

Curtice, Garland 

Cyr, Leighton 

Dubois, Kaylee 

Ellis, Amanda 

Evans, Ryann 

Gooden, Shae 

Hansen, Bailey 

Hanson, Autumn 

Hardy, Brody 

Hardy, Colton 

Haskins, Heather 

Kaminski, Emily 

Klette, Gabriel 

Krause, Laurel 

Kreis, McKenna 

Lamberton, Robert 

Lewis, Katherine 

Lloyd, Alysa 

Magnuson, Lauren 

Mann, Kaitlynn 

Mattix, Olivia 

McMillan, Hannah 

Medina, Ava 

Mentzer, Dawson 

Moore, Braden 

Moua, Zhander 

Musser, Dylan 

Rausch, Khloe 

Romine, Addison 

Sant, Addison 

Sarani, Malijhan 

Selin, Dane 

Shaner, Brody 

Shepard, Briette 

Skinner, Maya 

Smith, Jenna 

Sperry, Kelcie 

Strom, Bailey 

Tollefson, Aubrey 

Umback, Riley 

VanHise, Braeden 
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Veterans Day 

Veterans day looked a little different this year at 
Frenchtown School District, but it still had a per-
sonal touch that connected the Intermediate stu-
dents with those that have served across the 
Frenchtown Valley. Student brought in pictures of 
family members to share with all teachers and 
students K-12 in the schools’ presentation slide 
show at the end of the Veterans Day video. Spe-
cial thanks to Seth Bodnar University of Montana 
Presidents for being our keynote speaker in this 
year’s Veterans Day Celebration. 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parents teacher conferences this fall were a blend 
of online and in person at the Intermediate 
School.  We really appreciate everyone being so 
flexible during these interesting times. Teachers 
were able to meet with 95% of our parents at the 
Intermediate school. Not having phones in the 
classroom was a challenge for phone conferences, 
but google voice was a great option and all teach-
ers were able to make phone calls to parents with-
out giving out their person cell phones or contact 
information.  

 

 

 

 

Early Outs Are Really Helping 

Time and time again it has been mentioned that 
the early out times the we have structured to sup-
port teachers with time for online learning, lesson 
development and instructional practices are very 
important to keeping everyone afloat with online 
learning, in person learning and students transi-
tioning back and forth. Thank you again to the 
board and community for allowing time for teach-
ers to work on Thursdays with little interruption.  

Celebrate 

Our theme this is year is to “Celebrate,” and I 
think that our students have done just that. They 
are finding ways to celebrate the positive things 
that are happening within Frenchtown Intermedi-
ate School. They are talking about how things can 
be hard at times with all the different rules and 
structure, but they are finding different ways to 
stay positive and move forward with learning in a 
safe and positive environment. Pictured below are 
the stars that each student made hanging in the 
hallways to remind us to find things to celebrate 
each and every day. This consultation really focus-
es on Community and Unity.  

Celebrate 

Our theme this is year is to “Celebrate,” and I 
think that our students have done just that. They 
are finding ways to celebrate the positive things 
that are happening within Frenchtown Intermedi-
ate School. They are talking about how things can 
be hard at times with all the different rules and 
structure, but they are finding different ways to 
stay positive and move forward with learning in a 
safe and positive environment. Pictured below are 
the stars that each student made hanging in the 
hallways to remind us to find things to celebrate 
each and every day. This consultation really focus-
es on Community and Unity.  

 

New Cameras and Router 

The new cameras and microphones inside of the 
Intermediate School have really changes how we 
view classes online. Students are able to see in-
struction without pixilation and freezing. These 
cameras along with the new router have allowed 
for live classes to start back up again made it easi-
er for students to interact with their teachers.  

 

Thanksgiving Break Thanksgiving was a great 
opportunity for everyone to get some time with 
family and recharge before heading into the win-
ter months. Thank you parents and students for 
being amazing. Our staff really appreciates all 
that you have done for kids this year and that you 
are all so supportive of our school district.  

From the Desk of  

Riley Devins 

Intermediate Principal 

Watts, Margaret 

White, Konstanze 

Woodard, Roper 

Zandi, Levi 

Zenner, Colter 
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Red Ribbon Week 
Red Ribbon Week was celebrated from 

October 26 to 30. One way our school celebrated 
was dress up days. On Monday we wore colors that 
made us happy, so we would focus on having joy in 
our lives.  We wore black to black out technology 
and be brave on Tuesday. Then came Wednesday 
when we wore exercise gear to support healthy 
living. On Thursday we dressed as our future pro-
fession to look forward to a drug free future. The 
last day was Friday. We dressed up as our favor-
ite book character because good characters make 
good choices. 

Miss America (Amy Griffin) and Miss 
Richardson, our school counselors, are in charge 
of planning activities for Red Ribbon Week. They 
try to encourage healthy living. Miss America said, 
“Red Ribbon Week is an awesome opportunity to 
focus on and practice resilience skills. Resilience 
skills are important to leading a healthy life with 
positive choices.” She also told me, “Red Ribbon 
Week celebrates healthy lifestyle choices that 
are reflective of living your best life.”  

Students enjoyed lots of activities like 
making posters, the dress up days, and learning 
about how drugs can change your attitude. I liked 
red ribbon week because it helped everybody 
make healthy choices and have good energy. Stu-
dents will see it as a week to remember.  

Bullying Prevention 
 
October is bullying prevention month and the In-
termediate School worked to Stomp Out Bullying 
by implementing the evidence based Second Step 
Curriculum's Bullying Prevention Program. Stu-
dents learned to identify bullying, become Up 
standers, support the victim and report bullying. 
They also learned about Cyberbullying and how to 
become better & kinder digital citizens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lego Robotics 
 
Lego Robotics is rocking and rolling at the Inter-
mediate School. Students are getting ready for 
some virtual competitions with school across the 
state. This program is a great way for students to 
connect, learn to code, work together and estab-
lish a love for robotics. Thanks Dalene Normand, 
Julie Smiley and Whitney Peters for all your work 
coaching Lego Robotics students! 

 
K-5 Holiday Program 
Yes, we are still having a K-5 holiday program and 
it will be a program to remember! We will mark 
2020 as a year of the extraordinary! The stu-
dents, Mrs. Blass and Ms. Lydell decided we still 
wanted to keep our Christmas traditions going in a 
safe fashion. We have been working hard under 
the most “unordinary” conditions and hope you 
find our program a way to celebrate and embrace 
all the conditions of learning in the environment of 
COVID. With our beautiful singing voices covered 
in our holiday mask, we hope you see our eager 
spirits and humble hearts to bring you a bit of 
Christmas cheer. 

 K-2 will record on Monday, December 7th. 

 3-5 will record on Tuesday, December 8th. 

 Families will be given a link to a secure site 

that will be available to view through your 
students google account online the week after 
the concerts are recorded.  

 Special thanks to Casey Matters and her high 
school digital class for partnering with us to 
make this happen! 

 All students will be asked to come in their 
finest holiday clothes in colors of red, green, 
white, or gold. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dearest Frenchtown Community,  
 
I truly hope this finds all of you doing well.  We 
are in a big mixer right now, the unknown can be 
hard, everyone reacts differently to the circum-
stances that we are facing.  I encourage you to 
offer grace to your neighbor, to your family and 
friends, and to those you come into contact with 
on a day to day basis.  With all of us having to 
hide our face behind a mask, no hugs, no hand-
shake, and try to be no closer than six feet, it can 
be tough to really know what a person may be go-
ing through.  I encourage you to think about  
words of encouragement for your kids as they 
head off to school, to your co-worker, to everyone 
you may cross paths with in your day.  With things 
changing so quickly around us, the unknown can 
have varying mental and emotional effects.  I en-
courage you as you go about your day to notice the 
positive things happening and let that be your fo-
cus. 
Our school is a great place to be, thanks to the 
staff and students.  Thank you for supporting 
your kiddos teachers, friends, and most im-
portantly each other.  Through this journey we 
will come out together having grown in ways we 
could have never imagined.  
 
I am sure everyone is looking 
forward to time with family 
and friends. I hope you have 
time to get outside, play 
games, watch your favorite 
show, and just enjoy. Thank 
you for all you do for our 
school and community.  All of 
us TOGETHER make this a 
GREAT place to live.  Thank 
you FRENCHTOWN.  

 
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Frenchtown Elementary 
Principal 
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K-5 Covid Christmas Program  
Yes!!!  We are still having a K-5  holiday program ... 
a program to remember!!!  We will mark 2020 as a 
year of the extraordinary!! The students, Mrs. 
Blass and Ms. Lydell decided we still wanted to 
keep our Christmas traditions. We have been 
working hard under the most “unordinary” condi-
tions and hope you find our program a way to cele-
brate and embrace all the conditions of learning in 
the environment of Covid. With our beautiful sing-
ing voices covered in our holiday mask, we hope 
you see our eager spirits and humble hearts to 
bring you a bit of Christmas cheer. 
 
K-2  will record  on  Monday, December 7th. 
3-5 will record on Tuesday, December 8th. 
 
Families will be given a link to a secure site that 
will be able to be viewed only by students within 
our Frenchtown School district in the following 
week. 
 
Special thanks to Casey 
Matters and her high 
school digital class for 
partnering with us to 
make this happen!!! 
 
All students will be 
asked to come in their 
finest holiday clothes in 
colors of red, green, 
white, or gold. 
 
Veterans Day 
Thanks to Mr. Devins for 
putting together such an informative video to hon-
or our veterans.  Thank you to all who contributed 
to the video.  Also, the teacher took extra time to 
help students understand the importance of this 
day for our country, state, and community.  

Parent Teacher Confer-
ences 
Conferences were November 4-5th.  We offered 
the choice of face to face or virtual connection. 
We had a 96% turnout.  (168 face to face,  193 
virtual, 10 no conference, 5 no shows) Thank you 
to all of the teachers  for making this such a suc-
cessful time for students and families. As of right 
now we will follow the same format for next 
spring's parent teacher conferences. 

Burger Mobile (Sunshine Team) 
Thank you to the main cooks (Deanna, Sue, and 
Kim)  in the kitchen for taking care of the staff 
during conferences. They cooked two great meals 
to help keep everyone nourished during our time 
here.  Roberta, Niki, Ryann, Elaina, and Karolei 
develop the 
“burger” mobile 
and deliver food 
to all teachers.  
Everyone is so 
helpful and sup-
portive of each 
other. Creative 
in their ways to 
help each other 
smile.  

Mrs. America, K-3  School Counselor  
We aim to provide our neighbors with the healthi-
est food possible during our food drive.  See the 
list below if you need some ideas for non-
perishable food items: 

 Canned fish, such as salmon or tuna 

 Canned meats, such as chicken and turkey 

 Whole grains or pasta 

 Rice 

 Steel-cut or rolled oats 

 Cereals 

 Fruits in natural juice with no sugar added 

 Canned vegetables, low salt or no added salt 

 Canned fruit packed in water versus syrup 

 Canned or boxed low-sodium noodles, soups 
and stews 

 Shelf-stable milk 

 Peanut butter and jelly 

 Shampoos, soap, toothpaste 

 Dishwashing soap or laundry soap 
 

MAP Testing: 

MAP is a computer adaptive test, which means 
every student gets a unique set of test questions 
based on responses to previous questions. MAP 
covers reading, language usage, and math. Grade 
levels 1st-3rd grade have tested, kindergarten will 
begin testing in January. Teachers use the data to 
guide daily instruction, support differentiated 
instruction, and refer students for extra support. 
 
 

 
 
 

The students in the K-3 have been learning a ton 
this past month about resilience skills as a part of 
our Red Ribbon Week 2020.  These are important 
skills to build and sustain a healthy lifestyle.  
These skills help people live a drug free life.  Af-
firmations were made and can be seen around our 
school.  Students wrote messages about them-
selves including: I am kind, I am smart, I am fast, 
I am strong.  These are important skills to prac-
tice so that they can build that healthy sense of 
self.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We celebrated a black out technology moments 
throughout the day.  We had to do this in part, of 
course, because some of our students are learning 
remotely.  Classroom discussions were had about 
great alternatives to do instead of technology.  
Our students came up with excellent ideas.  Stu-
dents also spent some time planning for their fu-
ture career.   
 
Red Ribbon Week 2020 helped us Celebrate our 
Community in Unity and kicked off our food drive.  
Our students are bringing in shelf stable food 
that will be distributed to Frenchtown families in 
need during Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Every 
day that we help our own we are proving that we 
are a unified community. 
 
World Kindness Day was on November 13th and 
our students chose to participate in a Positive 



10 

 

Prowl.  Students and staff wore positive messages 
on their shirts to help spread kindness to others.  
Snow came a little early this year so our shirts 
were covered by snow pants and jackets but our 
kids displayed their kindness proudly.  We talked 
about all of the ways that we can spread kindness 
daily.  Without a doubt, Frenchtown students are 
some of the kindest people out there! 
  
Students in the K-3 wrapped up learning about 
Kelso's Choices which are everyday strategies stu-
dents can use to fix small problems.  These con-
flict resolution skills promote healthy communica-
tion and a strong sense of independence.  Ask 
those K-3 students to talk to you about some 
strategies to fix a small problem: they are basical-
ly experts!  Speaking of strategies, they are also 
great at coping/breathing strategies for when 
those big feelings come up.  We are heading into 
the second quarter of our Celebrate theme and 
will be participating in Compassion in Action 
events.  Keep your eyes out for all of the fun ac-
tivities we will be celebrating in the months to 
come.  Being a school counselor is the coolest job 
around and working with these Frenchtown stu-
dents, parents, and staff is my favorite. With 
Great Love, Miss America   
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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