
January 3, 2021      Pastor Steve Hardy 

 

“An Attitude of Godly Fear”    Philippians 2:12-18 

 

Series: “Philippians” 

There are better times of the year to buy specific “big ticket” items, like appliances, or 
cars, or just about anything. If you want exercise equipment, the one best opportunity is 
right now—January, because at the turn of the year people tend to make resolutions 
related to their physical health. Not a bad time to make resolutions regarding your 
spiritual health as well! Philippians 2:12-18 offers some thoughts to ponder as you 
consider your spiritual lifestyle heading into 2021. 
 
I. Live for the PLEASURE of God, Philippians 2:12-13. 
 
 A. We have WORK to do in fulfilling the call of discipleship. 
 
 B. This work is in COOPERATION with God who is working in us (see also 1:6). 
 
 C. The intended outcome is GOD’S pleasure. 
 
II. Live as a LIGHT to the world, Philippians 2:14-16. 
 
 A. God knows where you LIVE. 
 
 B. Avoid behaviors that DIM the light. 
 
 C. Light-bearing is related to the WORD OF LIFE. 
 
 D. Shining affirms genuine FAITH. 
 
III. Live to REJOICE in opportunities to offer sacrificial service to God, Philippians 2:17-
18. 
 
 A. The disciple’s life is an OFFERING. 
 
 B. Any necessary sacrifice is cause to REJOICE. 
 
 C. The rejoicing involves the believing COMMUNITY. 
 
It is difficult to miss the very upbeat nature of the lifestyle we are called to as we live out 
our salvation in godly fear. It stands in stark contrast to the social context we live in: The 
selfish, dark and despairing ways of the “crooked and twisted generation.” Let’s commit 
to spiritual health in 2021, and shine with the light of Christ into the darkness! 
  



Family Time: 
 
We often talk about New Year resolutions, and generally agree they are short lived. Talk 
about some healthy and realistic goals for each family member for the coming year. 
How will the pursuit of personal growth also have a positive impact on those around 
each of you? 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

1. What all might be included in the thought of God’s work in us? Paul indicates that this 
work is for God’s pleasure, so what does that imply? What benefit does this also have 
now (and eternally) for the disciple? How is this related to the ultimate outcome of 
Jesus’ exaltation as noted in 2:11? 
 
2. What is the connection between obedience and “working out your salvation”? How is 
this distinct from working to earn salvation? Consider Romans 3:19-31 and Ephesians 
2:1-10. 
 
3. Why do you think Paul puts such an emphasis on grumbling and disputing? What are 
the negative impacts of these behaviors/attitudes on us personally? What negative 
impact do they have on our “shining” for Christ? Clearly Paul is calling on the believers 
to repent, because there is evidence in the letter that some of this is going on. Could 
that be a need we have as well? 
 
4. “Holding fast to the word of life” can also be translated “holding forth the word of life.” 
What are the implications of each of those translations, and how are the concepts 
related? 
 
5. There is a clear connection between living for Jesus, sacrifice, and rejoicing. Do we 
generally think of these concepts together? Discuss Matthew 16:24-27 in parallel with 
Philippians 2:17-18, and what the “disciple life” should look like. 
 
NEXT WEEK: Philippians 2:19-30, An Attitude of Honor 
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