
 

 

Braxton County Board of Education  
Work Session – Special Meeting  

Minutes  
July 27, 2020 

 1:00 p.m. 
 

The Braxton County Board of Education met in a special meeting - work session on Monday, July 27, 2020 at 
the Braxton County Schools Board Office at 1:00 p.m.  The following were present:  DeAnna Whipkey-
President, Dave Hoover-Vice President, Dolores Wright, Dr. Kenna Seal, Evelyn Post and Kathy Hypes – 
Superintendent.   

 
I. Called to Order by DeAnna Whipkey at 1:00 p.m. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance was led by DeAnna Whipkey. 

 
                III.      School Re-entry Planning 2020-2021 

 
Superintendent Kathy Hypes, program directors, and committee chairpersons were present to 
speak to the Board and answer questions. 
 
Daily Operating Options  
Superintendent Hypes presented the Board with an overview of the daily operating options 
during the pandemic. Those options include:  Modified (students attend 5 days per week with 
2.5 hours’ early dismissal each day for disinfecting), full remote learning (by order of the 
Governor or local health department), traditional schedule, and WV Virtual School.    
 
Kathy Hypes stated that whatever plan is adopted by the county, the plan must be submitted to 
WVDE by August 14, 2020, and will require approval by WVDE and Braxton County Health 
Department, and shared with the Governor’s office.  Superintendent Hypes stated that the goal 
is to provide the safest environment for our students and our staff.  The plan will be vetted by 
more than one agency to ensure the safety of all and subject to change. 
 
WV Virtual School  
Superintendent Kathy Hypes and Director, Tim Via, discussed WV Virtual School. Per WVDE 
guidance, WV Virtual School students are public school students and will enjoy the same rights 
and opportunities as students that attend a brick and mortar facility.  WV Virtual School 
students should not be penalized because they are receiving instruction away from the school 
building.   
 
Technology 
Kathy Hypes stated that most of the CARES money will be used to purchase technology devices. 
Director, Dr. Leatha Williams, discussed the CARES budget and explained alternate methods of 
using technology for those students that do not have broadband at home. 
 
Staggered Re-entry  
Frametown Elementary Principal, Linda Sears, discussed the importance of a staggered re-entry 
for all students. 
 



 

 

 
Child Nutrition 
Director, Dr. Leatha Williams, discussed the plan for feeding students, both in-school and WV 
Virtual school students.  She stated that the food distribution for WV Virtual school students 
would be distributed from a centralized site. 
 
Transportation 
Dr. Brenda Wells, Director, explained the safety precautions that will be in place for school bus 
transportation.  Hand sanitizer will be available for each student to use upon boarding the bus.  
Students will sit in assigned seats.   
 
Social Emotional  
Principal, Linda Sears, stated that the priorities of the committee were curriculum for social-
emotional and Community in Schools staff.  Ms. Sears stated that a grant has been submitted to 
purchase social-emotional curriculum.  
 
Medication Procedures and Protocols 
Stephanie Moore, School Health Nurse, explained the procedures and protocols that have been 
established for the health and safety of students and staff. 
 
Sissy Price, Braxton County Health Department, was present to discuss the current COVID-19 
situation in our county.  
 
Instruction and Learning  
Director, Kim Dennison, and Director, Tim Via, explained that teachers would be trained on 
prioritizing teaching standards, and trained on technology devices for distance learning 
instruction.   
 
Special Education 
Director, Christina Bailey, explained that her department is in the process of reaching out to 
each family of a special education student and surveying their needs to come up with a plan for 
their re-entry. 
 
Preschool 
Director, Christina Bailey, discussed the plan for preschool students.  She explained that all 
families, that registered their child for preschool, were being contacted and surveyed on two 
different options.   
Option 1:  Students would attend school on staggered days. 
Option 2:  All preschool students would attend 4 days per week. 
 
Extracurricular and Extended Activities 
Braxton County Schools will follow the guidance of the WV Secondary Schools Activity 
Commission.   
 
Facilities 
Superintendent Kathy Hypes explained precautions that are being implemented in schools to 
help protect the students and staff. 
 



 

 

 
Informational documents will be uploaded to the Braxton County Schools website. 
 
An additional work session will be scheduled before finalizing the re-entry plan that will be 
submitted to WVDE. 
 
DeAnna Whipkey adjourned the meeting at 4:26 p.m. 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at Braxton County Board 
of Education. 

 
Others in attendance:  Leatha Williams, Christina Bailey, Brenda Wells, Ginger Altizer,  
Stephanie Moore, Linda Sears, Sissy Price. 
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 President – Braxton County Board of Education 
 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 Secretary – Braxton County Board of Education 
 

 
 

         
 
    

 
  

    
    
             
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


