
Students became 
scientists by observing, 
describing, and 
experimenting in middle 
school science class. 
Fifth-graders dissected 
owl pellets, helping 
them understand how 
animals use other 
animals for energy in 
ecosystems. (Left photo.) 
Seventh-graders learned 
how machines play a 
vital role in ensuring 
activities run smoothly 
and demonstrated this 
by constructing water 
wheels. (Right photo.) 

HMS science teachers keep remote class 
fun with engaging projects
To keep students engaged and excited 
during remote learning, Hiawatha Middle 
School science teachers in each grade level 
developed unique, hands-on projects the 
students could do from home and share 
with their classmates via Zoom. 

Fifth grade: To give students a good 
base for understanding how animals, 
like owls, use other animals for energy in 
ecosystems, students learned about and 
dissected owl pellets. 

Before dissecting the pellets, the students 
read an article about the pellets and the 
tools needed to properly dissect them, and 
then they watched Fifth-Grade Science 
Teacher Theresa Williams dissect the 
pellets through Zoom. 

“During the online dissection, several 
students said they felt like they were on 
a nature show,” Williams said. “When we 
were back in the classroom, in-person 
students had the opportunity to dissect 
their own owl pellets and remote students 

SCENE 415

were delivered an owl pellet and toolkit, 
so they could dissect along with the class 
through Zoom.” 

Sixth grade: Students explored the types 
of cells and the organelles found within 
these cells and were asked to relate the 
organelles to everyday objects and places.  

The objects included a balloon, batteries, 
and bubble wrap, said Denise Elffner, sixth-
grade science teacher. Students created 
their own cell analogies by relating cell 
organelle functions to real-world systems, 
such as a water park or a cargo ship. 
Students also were given the opportunity 
to create a model of a cell using any 
materials available to them at home.  

“The science projects we completed were 
cell-tastic,” said Rafe Schuetz, sixth-grade 
student.

Seventh grade: Machinery has its purpose 
in making our work more efficient. 
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As we contemplate the coming of the winter months and a new semester, I 
would like to wholeheartedly express my gratitude to our families, students, and 
staff. Thank you for bearing with us as we continuously navigate these waters. 
We appreciate all you continually do for your children to help them learn and 
grow.

Even with most of our students learning in the schools, things still seem different. 
The persistent lack of normalcy inherent in this pandemic is troublesome. 
Prolonged uncertainty causes stress and trying to assess unplanned events can 
be draining. The increasingly unclear future can seem daunting. But the best cure for our loss of normalcy and 
routine is…well, normalcy and routine.

So, how do we get there? While what we consider normal may be permanently changed, we can still envision a 
more sustainable condition in the coming months. Most of 
it will return in phases and in varying degrees. If you are like 
me, you may even fail to notice its stealth arrival.  

What do we do in the meantime? Perhaps the answer lies in 
two attitudes: hope and gratitude. Hope is a necessity for 
healthy living. Hope does not live in the belief that 
everything will be fine. Instead, it allows for some 
dissatisfaction and for problems that a hopeful person can 
effectively address. However, in difficult and uncertain times, hope can wane. This leaves gratitude. At the risk 
of sounding trite, we can train ourselves to be grateful – even for the smallest things. I’ve found myself feeling 
grateful the school was still standing after a rough day. If we can do that, our greater blessings will become 
more obvious. 

I don’t want to trivialize anything, as I realize many have experienced significant and life-changing loss during 
this pandemic. These are, indeed, tough times and many are struggling. Even in tough times, we can gain 
strength and energy through hope and gratitude. I thank you and wish these both for you.  

We look forward to the coming months and the hope we will have even more things to be grateful for. 

Lonnie Moser 
Superintendent

Superintendent’s message Q&A with new USD 415 Board Member Andrea Groth

Feb. 12 | Valentine’s 
Parties & Winter 
Homecoming 
There’s a lot of fun taking place in mid-
February around the district! At the elementary 
school, students will celebrate kindness and 
friendship during the annual Valentine’s Day 
parties and at the high school, students can 
participate in the annual boys basketball game 
and royalty recognition.   

Jan. 15 & 18,  
Feb. 1 & 15 |  
No School
Mark your calendar! Students get 
to enjoy a few days without Zoom, 
email and computers, due to a 
Teacher Work Day, the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday and in February 
for a Staff Development Day and 
President’s Day. 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

Hiawatha ties brought new Board 
of Education Member Andrea Groth 
and her husband, Stacy, back to the 
community in 2005. A mom of two busy 
middle school students and an agent 
and branch manager of SBS Insurance, 
Andrea graciously put time aside to 
participate in this interview.

Share a little about yourself. 
My family likes to do lots of outdoor 
activities, including camping and driving 
our rock crawlers all over the country. 
We love to play cards and board games 
and be silly together. I am always 
looking for the silver lining in any 
situation (which can be good and bad) 
and love to be the cause of laughter 
and smiles in others. 

What is your experience with USD 415 
and in what community organizations 
have you been involved? My children, 
Destry (14) and Kayden (11), started 
their K-12 experience in USD 415. I 
participated in the Hiawatha Elementary 
PTO, helping with the book fair, 
and I have volunteered to read to 
kindergarten and first-grade students. 
Last year, I was a room monitor in the 
Science Olympiad for each meet. In 
the community, I have volunteered as 
a class leader and mentor for the First 
Baptist Church of Hiawatha’s after-
school program. I have served on the 
Board at Maple Grove for the last four 
years, and I have filled a Board position 
with Brown County Extension.

Jan. 11 | Board of 
Education Meeting, 
7 p.m.  
The Hiawatha Board of Education
is set to meet from 7 to 8 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 11, in the middle 
school library. Community members, 
staff and parents are welcome to 
view the meeting from the district’s 
YouTube channel, 415BOE. 

“The increasingly unclear future can 
seem daunting. But the best cure 
for our loss of normalcy and routine 
is…well, normalcy and routine.

You were appointed to the Board in July 2020 after Dr. Rosa 
retired. What interested you in filling his position? I want to 
be more involved in the education provided for my kids and the 
Board seemed like a great way to have the opportunity to do this. 
This is also another way for me to serve my community.

What are the current challenges facing the district during the 
pandemic and how is the board responding? The challenges for 
the district in the last few months have been keeping the kids in 
school. The Board 
has responded by 
searching out local 
medical counsel 
and having 
meetings, 
sometimes weekly. 
The quarantine 
issue has been 
mediated by new 
mask protocols in 
school situations. 
This should keep 
the quarantine numbers and associated classroom impacts 
less drastic. I hope very soon to have the opportunity to see 
everything that the Board does in a normal year.

What kind of relationship should a district and the board 
have with its community? The district and Board should have 
open and accessible communications with the community. Our 
district has been more active with patrons over the last few years, 
providing information via the website, Textcaster messages and 
Facebook. There should be respect from all sides, even through 
disagreements. Communication with large and diverse groups 
is difficult and fraught with challenges, some we might not have 
realized. I have learned this over the years in my professional 
role by having multiple offices in multiple towns and in different 
states, serving a variety of people. I can bring this experience to 
the BOE to help navigate challenging conversations.
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In November, the USD 415 Board of 
Education and Vice President Ian Schuetz 
recognized Heidi Diller, HES vocal music 
teacher (top photo), and Karie Covert, HMS 
art teacher (bottom photo), for going above 
and beyond to meet the academic, social, 
and emotional needs of district students. 
Congratulations!

Hiawatha Schools 
USD 415
706 First Street 
Hiawatha, KS 66434 

(785) 742-2224 
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Hiawatha seventh-graders learned the importance 
of this by understanding how to calculate work and 
power and then constructing their own water wheels 
to demonstrate the process.  

“Students watched a video about and researched 
the Hoover Dam and were able to make connections 
between hydroelectricity and work and power,” said 
Kelsey Lee, seventh-grade science teacher. 

“After constructing their own water wheels, the 
students were then able to quickly identify a wheel 
and axle was a simple machine,” Lee said. “It was 
fun to watch the kids problem-solve materials or 
challenges and find a running source of water in 
their house.”

Lorenzo Sullivan, seventh-grade student, agreed: “It 
was a fun project, and it was neat to see the results 
of your own plan, even when you go off directions.”

Eighth grade: To learn how landfills affect the 
environment, students built their own landfill 
model out of a two-liter bottle and various garbage 
samples, like ground beef, lettuce, soil, and diced 
fruit. Those not able to build one, observed one built 
by Eighth-Grade Science Teacher Brian Lillie. 

Over seven days, the students monitored the 
landfills. They then presented their results and 
shared their landfills, with the class over Zoom. 

The project was intended to help them learn the 
major causes and effects of landfill problems as well 
as the role of engineers in landfill management.

“The students did a fabulous job completing the 
assignment and provided a quality and informative 
presentation, indicating they learned about landfills 
and the potential environmental issues that can be 
present, due to many factors,” Lillie said. 

HES students get 
into the fun for 
Whoville Day 
during Winter 
Spirit Week.


