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      December 21, 2020 

 
To our Catholic School Communities, 

 
In the fifth chapter of the Letter to the Romans, Saint Paul provides for us a beautiful reflection 
on difficult times: 

 
Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. …  [A]ffliction produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven 
character, hope, and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured 
out into our hearts through the holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

Our schools, indeed, have been confronted with many challenges over these past ten months.  
From remote to in-person learning to a combination of both instructional modes on any given 
day, our Catholic schools and our families have been afflicted; yet they have endured. They have 
had their character proven yet continue to forge ahead with the hope of returning to in-person 
learning as soon as possible.    
 
From the letters and emails that you wrote, it is very clear that our pastors, principals, teachers, 
staffs, students, and families are dedicated and passionate about their Catholic schools.  You 
have also been vigilant in observing the safety and hygiene recommendations that the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
published to lower the risk of positivity and exposure rates within our schools and homes.  We 
are confident that our school communities have done everything that we have asked of you, and 
we are humbled by the many sacrifices that you have shared with us.   
 
Together we are walking down the path traced out by Saint Paul that takes us from affliction to 
endurance to proven character to hope.  Encouraged by your witness to the hope that does not 
disappoint, as your bishops, we have instructed the superintendent of schools to notify our 
pastors and principals that diocesan elementary and secondary schools may return to in-person 
instruction as soon as January 5, 2021.  The decision of when to return to in-person instruction 
and the way it will be communicated will be determined by each individual school’s 
administration.  Remote instruction will also continue for those families who prefer this option 
during the pandemic.   
 
With every decision, there are responsibilities, and our pastoral decision carries with it the 
expectation that school personnel and families will continue to observe and practice frequent 
handwashing, temperature scanning, social distancing, and mask wearing throughout the holiday 
season.  Should Covid-19 positivity and exposure rates increase, the return to remote-only 
instruction across our diocesan system of schools will still be “on the table.”  Furthermore, if 



personnel and families are travelling during the holidays, the travel guidance from IDPH and 
CDC will be followed for quarantining and isolation upon a return to home.   
 
We look forward to seeing our students back in school and celebrating the gift of Catholic 
education that is so important to the mission of our Catholic Church in sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. May the love of Almighty God fill your hearts during this most blessed season of 
Christmas as we await and celebrate the Birth of His Son on that most holy of nights.    
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