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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
Happy Holidays!  Recently the CDC presented new guidelines on quarantine for individuals exposed 
to COVID-19.  Here is what DDSD will be doing. 
 
Effective January 4th, DDSD supports the shortening of the standard quarantine time from 14 days to 
10 days IF the following are true: 
 

■ Student / adult is out of school / work due to COVID-19 exposure vs. displaying 
symptoms. 

 
■ The student / adult does not live with a positive COVID-19 person. 

 
■ The student / adult remains asymptomatic and displays NO symptoms as they relate to 

COVID-19 from the initial exposure. 
 
■ OR If a student / adult receives negative results collected specifically on day 6 or 7 of 

quarantine and displays no symptoms of COVID-19. 
 

If these statements are true, the student / adult can return to school on Day 11 from initial exposure. 
Families must continue to monitor through Day 14 for symptoms.  This change allows for students / 
adults who were exposed to COVID-19 yet did not or do not display symptoms to come back four 
days earlier.  On a final note, it is essential to continue monitoring on a daily basis for symptoms 
whether exposed on not.  
 
If you have any specific questions on these new exposure guidelines, please contact either myself or 
our school nurse at jbelkenpecor@ddschools.org.  Also, if your child is to test positive during the 
break, please email our nurse as well.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and partnership.  We hope your family has a restful and healthy 
break.  See you back on January 4th.  
 

 
Comet Proud, 
Jill Sorbie, EdD District Calendar Events: 
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 1/4- Classes resume 

1/22 - No school - Staff in-service 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jbelkinpecor@ddschools.org


 

Delavan-Darien High School 
DDHS is excited to share that we are preparing for course registrations for the 2021-22 academic 

year.  We are inviting all families of incoming freshmen (current 8th graders in 
our community) to our Freshmen Orientation Night on Wednesday, January 20, 
2021 at 7 PM.  To support social distancing, we are also offering the program 
as a recorded option and will be sharing out links in early January.  Those 

students and families that elect to participate in person will be socially distanced in our main gym and 
will be afforded the direct opportunity to have all of their questions and concerns answered 
immediately by staff members from all departments that will be present. 
 

Course registrations for all of our current students will then occur on Monday, February 1, 2021. 
Please be advised that courses for the 2021-22 academic year will be built around student requests. 
As a result, changes to student schedules will be strictly guided by the student parent handbook. 
Parents need to have scheduling conversations with their child now.  If you 
wait to talk about their schedule in August or September, it will be too late. 
 

First semester is quickly coming to an end.  Please be advised that the end 
of the first semester is January 21, 2021!  Students will only have 14 academic days when we return 
from the winter break to bring their scores in each class up to a minimum 60% in order to attain credit 
for their classes.  Recall, please, that a high school diploma requires that students earn a minimum of 
24 credits (including 4 credits in English; 3 credits each in math, science & social studies; 1.5 credits 
in PE; .5 credit each of Personal Finance, CTE and fine arts).  If your child is failing any courses 
moving into the holiday break, we encourage you to hold them accountable by completing work 

during the break to be turned in immediately upon return from the break.  If 
you haven’t looked at your child’s grades in Infinite Campus lately, please do 
so now!   Students experience the most success when their 
parent(s)/guardian(s) invest in them. 
 

We hope our students and families enjoy all that the holiday 
season has to offer.  We are thankful that we have been able to 
continue to serve the needs of our students in the Delavan-Darien 
School District by offering both face-to-face and virtual options for 
our families.  Please be advised that switching between those two 
offerings is only offered at the start of each semester.  If you are interested in switching your child’s 
learning modality at semester, please contact the counseling department as follows: 

● Students last name begins with the letter A through G - Mrs. Salamone @ 233-6648 
● Students last name begins with the letter H through P - Mr. Shade @ 233-6646 
● Students last name begins with the letter Q through Z - Mr. Zeczkowski @ 233-6645 

 

Please note the following important dates: 
● Return from Break - Monday, January 4 - 1st Day Back After Break 
● Semester Exams - Tuesday, January 19 - Periods 1, 3, 5, 7 
● Semester Exams - Wednesday, January 20 - Periods 2, 4, 6, 8 
● Semester Exam Make-Ups - Thursday, January 21 (some students may be done with exams and 

therefore they do not need to attend school this day) 
● NO SCHOOL - Friday, January 22 - Teacher In-Service 

 

https://www.ddschools.org/o/delavan-darien-hs/page/all-courses
https://wicloud1.infinitecampus.org/campus/delavan_darien.jsp


 

 

Phoenix Middle School 
 

Phoenix Middle School Announces High Honor Roll and Honor Roll for Trimester 1:  
Students were recognized for achieving High Honor Roll at Phoenix Middle School.  Students were 
identified as earning High Honor Roll for having a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 & Above.  The 
following shows how many students were recognized in each grade for High Honor Roll;  
 

5th Grade = 37 students 6th Grade = 48 students 7th Grade = 20 students 8th Grade = 36 students 
 

Students were also recognized for achieving Honor Roll at Phoenix Middle School.  Students were 
identified as earning Honor Roll for having a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 - 3.499.  The 
following shows how many students were recognized in each grade for Honor Roll;  
 

5th Grade = 32 students 6th Grade = 27 students 7th Grade = 24 students 8th Grade = 23 students  
 

Please check out a recent Facebook post for a list of student names.  
 

Caring Comets Breakfast: Phoenix Middle School staff 
recognized our students for their kindness.  We focused on 
nominating students for being caring and kind to their peers, staff, 
and anyone who may be in need.  Each trimester we will hold a 
Caring Comets breakfast where all of the students who were 
nominated will be invited to enjoy a light breakfast and social time 
where each will be recognized for their willingness to help out 
others.  Here is a picture highlighting some of our Caring Comets from Trimester 1.  

 

Student Vs. Staff 
Volleyball: Our 8th 
grade girls volleyball 
team completed a 
modified program 
this fall. Both 
students and staff 
enjoyed a few 
competitive games 
recently. A special 

thank you to our coaches Rebecca Strohm and Kassidy 
Truckenbrod. 
 

For our 8th Grade Families: Delavan-Darien High 
School (DDHS) is moving forward to 
prepare for course registrations for 
the 2021-22 academic year.  All 
current 8th grade students and their families are invited to our Freshmen 

Orientation Night on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 7 PM at DDHS.  Students and families who 
attend in person will be able to socially distance in the main gym at DDHS.  There will also be a 
recording option that will be shared out with links in early January.  

 



 

Darien Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our students continue to work on academics as a primary focus. English and Spanish Language Arts 
continue to pilot the Benchmark resource.  During both November and December our students have 
been challenged to log 20 minutes of reading for 20 days of the month in order to earn some prizes 
like the Golden Starbuck you see in the photos above.  There will also be a winter break reading 
challenge for our students.  Read, read, read!  

 
Fourth graders completed a research project on an animal for a 
part of their English Language Arts class.  They celebrated by 
presenting their research and reading and commenting on others' 
work.  Ask a student to share his/her work with you.  
 
Our 3rd grade engineers worked with magnets and compasses 

recently.  They’ve examined the effects of magnetism and built an electromagnet and 
tested its strength. Fourth graders have been studying waves and information transfer 
and are looking forward to learning about plant structures and functions after winter 
break. 
 
This holiday season many students at Darien Elementary 
decided they would use their Starbuck rewards to donate 
toys for kids at hospitals during the holidays. Students 
saved their Starbucks they earned and turned them in to 
'buy' items to donate to others. With the help of donations 
from staff members and their families, especially Ms. 
Hungelmann-Skiba, we were able to purchase over 100 
items which will be donated to Children's Hospital in 
Milwaukee. Some students also made cards to share with 
the gifts in hopes of making others smile. The students and 
staff enjoyed taking part in the season of giving, and are 
sending well wishes to you all as well. 

 
Lastly, we had 3 classes featured on the NBC 15 
morning show school shout outs this past week.  Click 
on the link to take a peek of some of our staff and 
students saying, 'Good morning Darien!'  

 

https://www.nbc15.com/2020/12/11/15-school-shout-out-darien-elementary-school/


 

Turtle Creek Elementary 
December has been a busy month of continuing our learning but also integrating in fun activities 
along the way to keep students excited and engaged. It is great to see our students engaging in the 
curriculum by using various strategies, such as the observation charts as seen below.  Students 
move around the room to add their thinking and wonderings about different pictures that all relate 
back to a central learning objective.  The scientists below are learning about light and adding their 
observations with “I wonder…..I see…...I think” prompts.  This is a great way to intrude a new unit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few of the fun activities we are doing building wide include “12 Days of Christmas” dress up days, 
hot cocoa and candy canes for the students, our monthly PBIS assembly and incentive, 4K Outreach 
(video of classroom concerts and cookie decorating) and our letters from the Elves.  Every year, we 
have worked with the High School to have our students write letters to Santa.  Mrs. Scott from the 
High School has graciously helped organize students to write letters back to the kids and usually 
come to school dressed as Elves to hand deliver. Due to COVID, they created a very fun video 
instead.  We appreciate the continued partnership within our schools to create fun and lasting 
memories for our kids. 
 
Have a wonderful and relaxing Holiday Break and we will see you all back on January 4th! 
 
 

 


