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Glenfield Elementary 
Principal’s Notes 
By MRs. Christine 

Sobel 

 
2020...what a year!  As I sit down to write this piece, I find myself wondering where to start.  In 

all my years in education, 2020 has been the most unpredictable, the most challenging, and, maybe, the 
most rewarding year I have ever experienced.  Since March 14, 2020, the South Lewis community has 
shown over and over again just what it means to be #SouthLewisStrong.  

Kids.  They’re the reason why we are here.  They are our number one priority.  They have been 
absolutely incredible throughout this whole pandemic.  They come to school, ready to learn, happy to see 
their teachers and their friends, eager to share their knowledge.  They wear their masks without 
complaint, they socially distance, they wash their hands whenever they’re asked to, they participate in 
Google Meets and complete assignments in Google Classroom.  And, through it all, they continue to 
smile and laugh and learn and grow, happy to be in school.  That’s not to say that there aren’t times when 
they need some extra reassurance or someone to listen to their fears or someone to spend a little extra 
time with them, but they’re amazing in their resiliency and their ability to bounce back.  We are so lucky 
to have had them back in school, even if it’s different than what we’re used to, even on those days that 
they are remote.  Just think of the life skills they are learning with schedules and due dates and 
technology skills!  So, thank you students for making our days the best that they can be!

Faculty and Staff.  What’s that saying, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks?”  Well, this old 
dog has learned a ton of new tricks since March 14th!  And, I’m not calling anyone else old, but it’s 
amazing what our faculty and staff have learned to do during this.  None of us went into education 
thinking that it would be a remote job or that we’d have to be able to take attendance and hand out tasks 
in a virtual classroom.  I am so impressed with how our adults have adapted and learned new things, 
how they’ve found creative ways to engage students, both in-person and virtually, how they’ve shown 
such flexibility in their delivery of instruction.  What is clearly evident throughout all of this is how much 
our faculty and staff care about our students.  Thank you adults for going above and beyond to make 
school as normal and as safe as possible this year!

Parents and families.  Thank you for placing so much trust in us with your children.  Your 
understanding and support and flexibility have made it easy for us to push forward through this year.  
You’ve made sure your children have what they need for school, you’ve communicated with teachers and 
nurses, you’ve provided technical support when students are home, you’ve returned devices and health 
screening questionnaires.  We couldn’t do what we do without all of your support.  We know that it’s been 
a challenging schedule for families and that not being able to be present for parties and award shows 
and concerts has been disappointing, but thank you for continuing to support us.  We appreciate the 
partnership that we have with you!  

#SouthLewisStrong - it’s not just a catchy slogan, but a true way of life around here.  If we’ve 
learned anything from this experience, it’s that together we will prevail.  Students, faculty and staff, 
parents and families - the people that make South Lewis the incredible place that it is.  Thank you all for 
playing such an important role on this team!  
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Elementary School 
Counseling Office with 

Mrs. Whalen
Hello from the Elementary School Counseling Office! We have been 
very busy in the Elementary School Counseling department this year.  
Elementary school years set the tone for developing the knowledge, 
attitudes and skill necessary for children to become healthy, competent 

and confident learners. Through a comprehensive developmental school counseling program, school counselors 
work as a team with the school staff, parents and the community to create a caring climate and atmosphere. By 
providing education, prevention, early identification and intervention, school counselors can help all children 
achieve academic success. 

 
The elementary years are a time when students begin to develop their academic self-concept and their feelings 
of competence and confidence as learners. They are beginning to develop decision-making, communication and 
life skills, as well as character values. It is also a time when students develop and acquire attitudes toward 
school, self, peers, social groups and family. Comprehensive developmental school counseling programs 
provide education, prevention and intervention services, which are integrated into all aspects of children’s lives. 
Early identification and intervention of children’s academic and personal/social needs is essential in removing 
barriers to learning and in promoting academic achievement. The knowledge, attitudes and skills that students 
acquire in the areas of academic, career and personal/social development during these elementary years serve 
as the foundation for future success. 

Classroom Lessons are in full swing and are being offered one time per month to students in kindergarten 
through fourth grade this school year. Character Education and the Six Pillars of Character is always a major 
focus along with social emotional lessons with our students. During the first few months of school, character 
education lessons have focused around feelings and managing emotions, school readiness skills, and respect. 
November 13th was World Kindness Day where students were challenged to do something kind for someone 
else without expecting anything in return. 

Though it looks a bit different this year, Falcon Friends continues to be a wonderful opportunity offered to 
students. The goal of this program is to provide a mentor-like relationship for an elementary student with a 
positive older role model from the high school. Falcon Friends this year will not meet in person, but will take 
shape in the form of a pen pal relationship with getting to know you activities, letter writing, and even some 
take-home crafts throughout the year.  

The new and improved Elementary School Counseling website is up and 
running. You can find the Elementary School Counseling page by going to 
Southlewis.org, clicking Menu, and then clicking New Elementary 
Counseling Website. On this site, you will be able to see what Classroom 
Lessons are being offered in addition to plenty of resources for students and 
families. We also have a special online bitmoji room for students where they 
can click around and find different activities, including calming activities to 
practice self-calm and increase resilience.  

For more information about school counseling services or any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mrs. Whalen by phone, (315) 348-6251 or email, kwhalen@southlewis.org. 
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Glenfield Elementary Pre-Kindergarten 
With Ms. Baxter



[ ]10

With Mrs. Brown  
and  

Mrs. Bernard
This year’s kindergarten may operate differently than in years past, but our students still come to school 

happy and excited to learn each day.  Our students have done an excellent job adapting to the new 

safety measures.  We spend much of our time learning Math and ELA skills.  Students are provided 

with many movement breaks in their designated area.  We also do many fun centers, art projects, 

hands-on activities, and indoor or outdoor recess.  We would like to thank all our parents/guardians for 

helping their children with assignments on the days they are not at school. Working together, we will 

make this school year a success!
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1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter

South Lewis 
Expectations

E G I J

Glenfield Elementary 1st Grade  
Ms. Brown, Mrs. ODell & Ms. Barber 

 We can’t believe how quickly the year is going!  We have learned so much this year and have lots more 
to learn too!  Due to the shut down last year, we started the year by reviewing Kindergarten concepts and skills.  
We wanted to give students strong foundational skills before moving on to the 1st grade curriculum.  In Guided 
Reading, students were given the Observation Survey and Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark assessments.  We 
work with students individually for reading instruction on their own level.  Students read aloud daily working on 
decoding, phrasing, fluency and comprehension.  We also focus on word work and phonics skills.  Students 
move reading levels throughout the year based on their individual growth. See below for the South Lewis 
quarterly recommended reading levels.  

 This year we continue teaching the domains from the Common Core Curriculum. Students have really 
impressed us with their higher level thinking. So far we have learned about Fables and Stories and Early World 
& American Civilizations. Next, we will tackle The Human Body, Different Lands, Similar Stories, Astronomy, and 
The History of the Earth.  Students participate in daily discussion and listening comprehension. Students seem 
to be excited about the new topics we are learning about.  Remember to ask them to share some fun facts they 
have learned! 
 We continue to teach the Common Core Math Modules in 1st grade.  Again with the shut down we found 
it absolutely necessary to begin with a review of Kindergarten Math Modules.  We have completed Math Module 
1 of first grade so far this year.  These modules have focused mostly on number recognition, writing numbers, 
number bonds, addition and subtraction strategies as well as word problems.  Students have been introduced to 
new math strategies such as:  counting on, making and taking from ten and drawing a math picture.  We 
continue working on word problems daily.  Students work hard on the RDW method, where they Read, Draw, & 
Write (a number sentence & statement) to solve the problem.  We also practice skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s 
daily.  Our goal is to skip count to 100 in each of these ways.  Thank you for your continued cooperation and 
support at home. 
 The Skills Strand is our phonics program that was designed by the New York State Education 
Department. So far, we have completed two Kindergarten Skills Units and have finished Unit 1 of 1st grade.  
Kindergarten Skills reviews letter formation, recognition and sounds as well as tricky words.  First Grade Unit 1 
introduces students to vowel sounds, capital and lowercase letters, nouns, digraphs and double consonant 
sounds.  In Unit 2 we will work on tricky words, many vowel digraphs and continue with nouns and proper 
nouns.  Unit 3 introduces verbs, various vowel combinations and then moves into past and present tense vowel 
work.  Students continue to work on learning/spelling their high frequency words using our daily word folders 
based on students' individual knowledge.   
 With the 1:1 Technology initiative, students have had all sorts of opportunities to integrate technology into 
our daily learning!  We have become pros at signing into, completing assignments and joining Google Classroom 
and Google Meet.  Students are learning important skills for the future!  Another program that we are utilizing this 
year is Class Dojo.  The first grade students AND teachers LOVE IT!!!!  It has been a great way to communicate 
with parents about upcoming class events, curriculum and assignments.  Parents are also able to see pictures 
and videos of the kids and our various activities.   We have really enjoyed working with our classes so far this 
year and look forward to more growth as the year progresses!  
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Congratulations to Winter Bi-County Band and Chorus  
Glenfield’s second grade classrooms are having so much 

fun learning!
Our students would like to share some of their favorite 

things with you!
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Mrs. Leichty, Mrs. Paulsen, 
Ms. Lehman, Mrs. Carvel, 
Mrs. Compo, Ms. McHugh 
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Rebecca Marino’s Room 
After the crazy year we have had and are 
still having, I took some time to reflect on 
what is really important.  I know we have 
had to sacrifice many things during this 
time that are important to us.  I have seen 

how this has affected my own children and brought disappointment to them.  So upon 
doing some reflection I decided for my children and myself that instead of focusing on the 
negative we were going to have “Gratitude” for the positive things in our lives.  

After doing some research I discovered how important the attitude of gratitude is to children.  Research 
studies have shown that grateful children tend to be happier, more engaged with schoolwork and have 
better relationships.  Gratitude also has been shown to reduce stress and anxiety. Finally, it has been 
shown to increase children’s abilities to learn and make good decisions.

Here are some ways to help teach an Attitude of Gratitude to kids:

1) Manners

Teaching children to have manners shows them that we shouldn’t feel entitled to things, just because.  
Teaching children simply to say please and thank-you throughout their day is a good way to teach 
manners.

2) Make Kindness Automatic

Teaching children to be kind is an important way to teach gratitude.  There are so many different ways 
for them to be kind: giving compliments, helping someone in need, being friendly, donating unused 
items, volunteering in the community, writing a thank you note, etc…

3) Find the “WOW” in their day

Teach kids to look for something positive that happened during their day or that they did.  Encourage 
them to share these with you.

4) Always look on the Bright Side   

Teach kids to have a positive mindset and not focus on the negative things that happen to them.  Teach 
them to turn a negative into a positive.  

5) Model Gratitude        

Show children how to have an attitude of gratitude by modeling it yourself so they can see it in action.      
Gratitude goes much deeper than just saying please and thank-you, it’s a mindset, one that you can 
develop and cultivate. 
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Mrs. Winslow’s Resource Room 
Special Education Teacher at Glenfield Elementary 

During Resource instruction students practice many reading skills.  Currently, students in second grade are 
talking about character traits.  We have talked about how a character’s actions help a reader know more about 
a character’s personality traits. The third and fourth grade resource students are reading fables.  We have 
discussed how characters face a problem and they must overcome that problem.  Fables teach an overall lesson 
or moral, and readers are able to identify how characters respond to specific events. All of this helps students 
to learn that characters have personality traits just like people.  By practicing reading aloud, students are 
gaining many reading comprehension skills and explaining why or how events affect the characters in the 
story. 

Reading comprehension helps children in all subject areas and can turn them into lifelong readers.  You can do 
some activities at home to help improve your child’s reading skills.  Use pre-reading comprehension strategies 
by having your child look at the cover and the inside pictures to make predictions about a story before reading 
it.  Stop throughout a book, and at the end try to talk with your child and make sure he or she understands what 
has just been read.  You can even play with inflection.  Try this with your child:  Read a line from a book and 
have your child repeat it back to you with dramatic expression, inflection or changing voice tone.  The more 
your child becomes part of the story, the more he or she will understand and remember what has been read. 
Take turns reading aloud, you read a page and then your child reads a page aloud.   Happy Reading!   

A strategy to improve comprehension is questioning. 

Good readers ask questions about the text and why the author wrote in a particular way.  Ask your child what 
he or she has read and have a conversation about the book.  “Right There” questions are literal and have 
answers that can be found on a specific page in the text.  For example, readers can identify the characters and 
setting of the story.  They can talk about the order of events and what the characters actions are in the story. 
Children are encouraged to use text evidence to back up their thinking.  

Good reading comprehension is critical to school success and involves more than just memorizing 
information.  Children become excited to have a conversation before, during and after reading a particular 
story or book.  Did you know that reading every day increases accuracy, fluency, stamina and comprehension?  
Comprehension is also increased by active questioning before, during and after reading.  Challenge your child 
to answer at least three questions while you are reading.  

One Website I would recommend is https://www.funbrain.com/teachers-and-parents. 
Funbrain, was created for kids in grades Pre-K through 8, offers many free interactive games, books, videos, 
and pintables that help children develop skills in reading, math, problem solving and literacy.  Parents can feel 
confident that their children will enjoy a fun and safe experience at home practicing both literacy and math 
skills.  

 

https://www.funbrain.com/teachers-and-parents
https://www.funbrain.com/teachers-and-parents
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Mrs. Herring’s Classroom
The year has started off quite differently from other years, but you wouldn’t be 
able to tell from the students! They all returned to school excited to be back 
and ready to learn! We dove right into instruction and have already covered 
quite a bit. We reviewed skills in the month of September, while also 
discussing rules that we have in our classroom, school, and communities. We 
have also enjoyed learning about forces, motion, and making things move, 
Native Americans, Pilgrims, and Early America. For the month of December, 
we discussed Christmas and giving to others to make everyone happy during 
the holidays! The students also all continue to improve on their goals in the 
areas of reading, writing, and math. This year we still have many topics to 
cover including keeping your body healthy, being part of a community, the 
weather, changes to our land, and plants. We work hard to accomplish our 
monthly unit along with working to achieve our own personal goals. Students 
have been working hard to get all this done. 

With all the academic gains we are striving to achieve this year, we will also 
manage to squeeze in some fun! We have enjoyed meeting each other and 
settling in for the beginning of the school year. We had fun celebrating holidays 
in school like Halloween and having our own “First Thanksgiving” and 
Christmas Morning! With all the fun we have already had this year, we cannot 
wait for the remainder of the year! What a great start to the 2020-2021 school 
year so far!
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The 2020 school year is well under way and the students at Glenfield Elementary are working hard in PE on the 
days that they are in school.  With many new changes, the students have adapted nicely to the safety protocols in 
PE.  The activities have been modified to encourage social distancing and the students are participating in more 
individual  skills  and  drills.   The  units  covered  in  the  first  marking  period  were:  football  skills  and  drills, 
footskills,  xc  running/fitness,  hockey,  basketball  skills,  hula  hooping,  Fitnessgram Testing,  and Body Mass 
Index Testing.  Currently, students in grades two through four are participating in a four-week unit in archery 
and students in K-1 are participating in eye-hand coordination.  
 
In addition to the skills being taught during the day, Mr. Bernard is encouraging students to participate in the 
virtual 800 meter run at the Lyons Falls Park.  Students can visit the park on their own time and run/walk the 
800 meter  loop that  goes around the athletic  fields.  Run the 800 as many times as you want  and monitor 
improvement. Results can be sent to Mr. Bernard through DOJO. Congratulations to Lily Hoch of Mrs. O’Dell’s 
class.   Lily  was  the  first  student  to  participate  and  has  since  run  it  three  times  and  has  shown  major 
improvement. 

With Mr. BernardGlenfield
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Port Leyden Elementary Principal Notes 
Mr. Villiere 

Hello South Lewis!!  I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy 
during these challenging times.  The school year thus far has 
been a rollercoaster; but one thing that has remained steady are 
the efforts of our students, families, and staff.  These efforts 
have required a great deal of adjustment and perseverance.

A friend of mine is a “Huge” fan of the NFL Buffalo Bills football team.  When I say, 
“Huge” that may be an understatement.  He has a great passion for the team and has 
been a fan for many years.  

A few weeks ago, I commented to him on how impressed I was with Buffalo’s young 
quarterback, Josh Allen.  I was impressed with not only his physical skills, but more 
importantly, his character and grit.  Later that evening, I was sent a short video 
segment that featured some behind-the-scenes interviews and footage of Josh Allen.

During one of the interviews, the then 23-year old quarterback stated that a big saying 
in his household was “APO” - Adjust, Persevere, Overcome.  It was actually a saying 
used by his high school coach, but his father loved it and would say it every day.  That 
saying has stuck with me….

It is so appropriate for the current situation that we all have been facing for the past 
year.  Along the way, we all have made numerous adjustments and continue to adjust 
each and every day.  Some of those adjustments have not always been convenient, 
but have been for the better of the good.  

We have gathered the strength from within and from others to persevere to where we 
are today and to where we are headed.    It has been a long journey, but there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel.

Through our adjustments and perseverance, we will overcome this pandemic and 
return to a life like we knew prior to March of 2020.  We just need to hang on and 
keep putting forth our best efforts as we make our way toward the end of the tunnel.  

Please continue to stay safe and healthy.  Thank you for all of your efforts thus far and 
on into the future………     
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Port Leyden Elementary Kindergarten 

Kindergarten is up and running at Port 
Leyden Elementary!  The students have 
worked hard to learn the classroom rules and 
procedures, make new friends, and settle into 
classroom routines.    

We have been enjoying our Listening and 
Learning Domains. Topics covered up to this 
point include:  Nursery Rhymes/Fables, The 
Five Senses, and Stories.  Some other 
domains this year will be:   Plants, Farms, 
Native Americans, Kings & Queens, and 
Seasons & Weather.  

In Skills Strand, we have been very busy 
learning the prewriting strokes, tracking, 
letters, sounds, and reading and writing 
simple words.    

In our first two Math Modules, students 
learned to order, count and write numbers up 
to 10, as well as identify and compare 2D and 
3D shapes. Our next Modules will include 
measurement and addition/subtraction. 

Kindergarteners had the opportunity to 
make applesauce in honor of Johnny 
Appleseed’s birthday.  We have enjoyed 
endless arts, crafts, and projects that have 
adorned our bulletin boards. 

We are looking forward to the rest of the 
school year.  We would like to thank parents 
for your continued support! 
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Port Leyden Physical Education 
With Ms. Gehrke 

After a very successful fall, we have looked forward to 
progressing to our winter months. At the start of 
December we began our basketball unit. Students have 
been practicing various ball handling skills and shooting 
drills. Along with our basketball unit, students are also 
participating in a December fitness challenge. This 
challenge is to encourage students to stay active outside 
of their time in PE. Students complete an exercise or 
activity each day that focuses on a different fitness 
component. This year the goal is to have 100% of 
students show an improvement to their overall personal 
fitness level. I hope everyone has a safe and healthy 
holiday season! 
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Port Leyden 1st 
Grade News 

Mrs. Arrigo, Mrs. 
Cornish, and Ms. 

Finley 

The first grade students have been working hard in all academic areas.  In the 
Domain, students learned that fables are stories that teach a lesson or moral.  
They learned that there are many different versions of folktales.  We read three 
different versions of folktales and discussed how they were similar or different. 
In writing, students learned how to write personal narratives. In math, students 
have been learning how to add and subtract using many different strategies.  

The Port Leyden Fire Department visited our school in October for fire safety.  
The students learned about the equipment and what to do in case of an 
emergency.  Please check with your children to see if they know their 911 
addresses in case there is ever an emergency.

For Halloween the students were able to dress up in costumes and enjoy a 
snack provided by the P.T.O.

(Continued on page 21)
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For Veteran’s Day students learned what a veteran is and thanked our 
veterans by writing thank you letters that were displayed at the American 
Legion Post 406 in Boonville.  Students also drew soldiers.

Family

The first grade students completed a Social Studies inquiry on 
how families are similar and different.  The students wrote 
about their families and drew portraits.

First Grade Fun

The first grade students have enjoyed 
playing outside and building STEM 
projects in the classroom.

The first graders were 
a l s o a b l e t o m a k e 
Christmas ornaments and 
d e c o r a t e c l a s s r o o m 
trees!
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Second Grade
Mrs. Kempney and Mrs. Rockwood

Mrs. Smith (AIS Reading) and Ms. 
Branch (AIS Math)

It is wonderful to be back in class!!   We are learning so much and are happy to see our 
friends again!   Everyone is practicing social distancing, wearing masks and washing our 
hands or using hand sanitizer.   We all agree these are small acts to be able to come to 
school each day!  Lots of learning is going on in 2nd Grade…
 
In math we have been brushing up on our addition and subtraction facts daily, learning 
to measure objects in centimeters and doing lots with place value.   In addition to this, 
we are working hard at counting coins.   Soon we will be able to add large numbers with 
and without regrouping…”Grown Up Math”!!  
 
A lot of time is spent each day improving our reading and writing skills.   We have been 
writing in a journal using the friendly letter format, reviewing nouns and verbs, and 
creating sentences   with a subject and predicate.   We are excited to write about ways 
to help the Grinch be kind to others and especially write letters to Santa!!
 
Science and Social Studies topics covered this year have been...Fairy Tales and Tall 
Tales, Ancient Greek Civilization, Greek Myths, and the Human Body.  
 
Thank you to everyone for making this year a success so far!   We are completing work 
during our “Learning from Home” Days, learning lots at school and enjoying our time with 
each other!  
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AIS in Third Grade at Port Leyden Elementary 
with Mrs. Abrial 

  
Things look a little bit different this year at school. We are all working diligently to make this year just as 
exciting and fun as ever.  The third grade team at Port Leyden Elementary collaboratively works to meet 
the needs of all our students.   Mrs. Abrial works with all students to give extra support in ELA, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies. She works with small groups of students to reinforce classroom strategies and 
lessons.  AIS is provided in small groups, as well as in the whole group setting using a co-teaching model.

In  small  groups,  students  work with  the  ELA curriculum following a  student  centered approach.  The 
students each have their own materials and have discussions with their peers about their thinking. 

Skills that students use in their regular classroom are practiced and/or re-taught in the AIS classroom.  
Every teacher works together to assess and monitor skills that most challenge our students. Based on the 
needs of our students we work to achieve common goals.  

South Lewis Central Schools 
District Newsletter Request Form 

If you would like a hard copy of each issue of the South Lewis Central School District newsletter mailed to you please 
complete this form and return it to the address below.  You can also call the District Office at 315-348-2500 and 
provide the needed information.   

South Lewis Central Schools 
ATTN:  Douglas Premo 
4264 East Road 
PO BOX 10 
Turin, NY 13473 

DATE:  ___________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________ 

Thank You!
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MRS. MARKHAM 
AND 

MRS. ARTHUR
AT PORT LEYDEN

Classrooms may look a little different this year, but the 3rd graders at Port Leyden 
have been busy learning many new things!  In ELA, we have been using books 
about reading to become text detectives. Our detectives are working hard to answer 
questions using evidence! We have been reading about several characters and 
their love of reading and most recently we studied the many ways people around 
the world access books. Our students discovered that some people have their 
books delivered to them by camel, bicycle, or boat!  Next, we will study some freaky 
frogs and their adaptations!

Math is exciting in 3rd grade as students learn to multiply and divide for the first 
time! We have been learning strategies to help us solve word problems while 
reviewing other math skills. In Science, we learned about Forces in Physics and 
how forces affect the world around us. We have been conducting investigations and 
making observations about forces. Students have been very excited about the 
engaging experiments with magnets, scooters, matchbox cars, weights and more! 

This year more than ever we have relied on technology to enhance our instruction. 
We have been utilizing Google Classroom for assignments in the classroom and 
using apps for Reading and Math.  Our students have done a phenomenal job 
adjusting to the new routines and expectations this year. We are proud of them!
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Welcome to the Elementary Art Room with Ms. Murrock 
We are so happy to be back in the Art room creating Art again! This year 
has proven to be different but we have embraced the challenges and are 
making the most of it in Art class.  We are using our imaginations and 
thinking outside the box developing new ways of thinking 
and innovative ways to make it work!   

This year we started off by creating Art outside 
on those final nice days of fall.  We created leaf 
rubbings and drew from the nature and outdoor 
environments around us. The children and I really 
enjoyed this experience to be outside creating Art!   
 Much of the Art Curriculum has stayed the same 
including all time favorite art lessons that are Art History 
based and creating art projects around them.  The children 
learn and discover famous Artists such as Pablo Picasso and 
Cubism, Georgia O’Keeffe and Abstraction, Vincent Van 
Gogh and Expressionism, Salvador Dali and Frida Kahlo and 
Surrealism, Henri Matisse and Drawing with scissors, and so 
many more! We also touch on children’s book Illustrator and 
Author Eric Carle.  Not only do we create Art this way, we 
also learn and practice important art techniques and learn 
key Art vocabulary.  We learn about color theory and how 
the colors work together from mixing them to learning about 
Complementary Colors.  We do fun holiday directive 
drawings that teach us hand-eye coordination and develop 
skills like composition, creating backgrounds, space, the use 
of lines, and many more key ideas.   
Looking into the future we will continue creating Art in many 
forms.  We will learn about more artists, techniques, 
vocabulary, art materials, create Art, and discover our own 
talents along the way.  We will be continuing with Mindful 
Art lessons as well.  This is where the students listen to 
meditative music, such as Shaman Drumming and Native 
American chanting and clear their minds and draw what they feel.  They 
create Art on the sole purpose of letting out their emotions, the subject 
could even be Abstract.   
I feel so grateful to be able to teach my favorite Artists every day, and 
truly love what I do.  I have created an Art room where the children feel 
safe to explore their imaginations and it is welcoming to everyone who enters 
it!  It is in the Art room that the magic happens!    
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Resource Room 
Port Leyden Elementary 

Mrs. Boucher 
During this time of changes due to COVID-19, student and staff safety is at the forefront. 
However, I am still working hard to ensure your child’s special education program remains 
in place during in-school and remote learning. 

I know that adapting to at home learning can be a challenge for parents and children alike.  
Here are some ideas to help make the situation less overwhelming. 

•Create a visual schedule with the times your child needs to be attending on line classes 
or working on homework.
•Keep your child’s log-in and password information in one location, such as taping it to 
their device. 
•Use a timer to remind you of classes and to set up designated work times. Try using an 
app on your phone. 
•Build in movement breaks.  Have your child do jumping jacks, stretch hands, arms and 
neck muscles.  Go run around the outside of the house. 
•If your child gets antsy while on Google Meet Sessions, give them something to fidget 
with like a rubber band, paperclip, squishy ball, etc. 
•Find a quiet workspace designated for schoolwork.  Try and keep distracting siblings 
in another room. 

As we navigate through the changes this year has presented and adjust to meet the needs of 
your child, feel free to reach out to me at anytime with questions or concerns.  I am here to 
offer suggestions and support to help your child continue to learn and prepare for their 
future. 
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Keyboarding/Computer 
Applications

Glenfield & Port Leyden Elementary
With Mrs. Zehr

  Although this year looks much different, students are continuing to practice many skills using technology.  Typically 

I see students two times in a six-day cycle and they come to the computer lab and use the computers.   However, so 

far I am only seeing each student one time in a six-day cycle, and I am going into the classrooms where students 

are using Chromebooks or iPads.   During this time, students have become more proficient and independent in using 

Google Classroom.   All K-4 students are able to get into their Google Classrooms independently and most of them 

can complete assignments without much assistance.  They have learned how to turn in the assignments as well. 

We have practiced Google Meets just to be prepared in the event that we have to go remote.  We are very hopeful 

that this doesn’t happen.   It has been great getting to know each student and interacting with them.   We enjoy 

seeing their smiles and hearing their stories.  It just isn’t the same through a computer screen.  

Digital Citizenship is another topic we are learning about.   Students are learning what it looks like to be a good 

digital citizen and that we each have a digital footprint. A digital footprint is a trail of data you create while using 

the Internet. It includes the websites you visit, emails you send, and information you submit to online services.   We 

need to make responsible choices while online.   Check out the following website for more information:  

commonsensemedia.org.  They have great resources for parents.

Students have also completed some Typing Club lessons to increase their speed and accuracy. K-3 students are 

using their iPads with keyboards to become more proficient.   Some students have even been completing lessons on 

their own at home during remote learning days.   We have also worked on coding lessons through our Kodable app.  

Students love to get “Fuzz” through the mazes and create their own “Fuzzes.” 

So although our time spent together looks different, we are 

grateful for the opportunity to be together.   We are still 

covering a lot of important skills, it is just taking us longer to 

get it done.   If you have any questions, you can contact me by 

email: tzehr@southlewis.org, phone: (315) 348-2620, or 

through Class Dojo.

                         

mailto:tzehr@southlewis.org
mailto:tzehr@southlewis.org
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Music Notes From 
Ms. Chamberlain

This has been a very different year for music instruction in the elementary schools.  I am so proud of the 
students for how well they have adapted to the new procedures we have to follow and in learning how to 
use the technology we are using. 

We began the year with a unit called Music Class Basics where we spent time focusing on each of the 
pillars of character:  Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship.  We 
watched videos and discussed how the characters in the videos were displaying, or not displaying, the 
pillars.  Second through fourth grade students then went a step further to discuss how the pillars need to be 
considered in our digital world as well. 

Since then, in grades 1 – 4, we have gotten into really developing our music reading skills.  I found an on-
line virtual drum kit and xylophone that the students can access through our Google classroom for music.  
We have been working on quarter notes, quarter rests and eighth notes.  We have also placed focus on 
keeping a steady beat.  Our body percussion activities are very helpful for practicing all of these skills as 
well.  All materials are in Google classroom, so anything we do at school students are able to practice on 
their electronic devices at home.  We are continuing to use mindfulness activities to help us focus.  These 
are also in Google classroom. 

Kindergarten began the year working on the different types of voices:  whispering, speaking/talking, 
shouting and singing.  Then we moved into steady beat, and we will be introducing body percussion in the 
next few lessons. 

We will not be able to do our group sing-along for Christmas, but we are going to work on the songs a bit at 
school, and I will put all of the songs we would usually do at school in Google classroom so students can do 
some family sing-alongs at home. 

I am at Port Leyden school on days 1 and 4 and in the afternoons on days 2 and 5. I am at Glenfield school 
on days 3 and 6 and in the mornings on days 2 and 5. Since I am not in each building each day, sometimes 
the best way to contact me is via e-mail.  schamberlain@southlewis.org  I also check Class Dojo regularly 
for messages.  Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns! 

mailto:schamberlain@southlewis.org
mailto:schamberlain@southlewis.org
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HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING INFORMATION
Our South Lewis Family - Family:  a group of people united by certain convictions or a common affiliation. WE ARE SOUTH LEWIS 
STRONG! 

The STRENGTH of our South Lewis family is our effort to do what is best for the children in the South Lewis community. We work to 
be role models who demonstrate that character counts by being trustworthy by doing what we say we will do and by doing the right 
thing, by being respectful of all adults and children, by being responsible for our own actions and always giving our best at our jobs, 
by showing fairness to all by being open-minded, by caring about the people around us by showing kindness and empathy, and by 
being a good citizen who is informed, involved, and who is a global thinker and lifelong learner.   

TO THE ADULTS OF OUR SOUTH LEWIS FAMILY from the students:  As adults interacting with children on a daily basis, you 
have the opportunity to teach us kindness, compassion, and empathy along with providing us an educational foundation to be lifelong 
learners.  You each take that role seriously and strive to be excellent role models.  All of you have an important part in this process and 
when you do your best at your job and work collaboratively with others, we as students, benefit. The adults in the South Lewis Family 
are our mentors; you provide the support that we are seeking, advocate for us, and make referrals when we need more help.  You are 
generous with your time. You let us know that you care.   All of this helps us get through difficult situations. You encourage us to spend 
time with positive friends, to seek mental health treatment, and to participate in healthy activities.  You help us have faith in the 
goodness in the world and encourage us to be the good in the world.   

We are each other's SOURCES OF STRENGTH and together, we can make the world a kinder and safer place for all of us. We work 
together, we learn together, we play together, we laugh together, and we cry together.  We celebrate each other's successes.  We are the 
South Lewis Family. 

FALCON FRIENDS:  The South Lewis Falcon Friends Mentoring Program connects juniors and seniors who are paired with 
elementary students.  We are pen pals with Glenfield and Port Leyden Elementary “Littles” this year.   To apply to be a Falcon Friends 
“Big”, juniors and seniors must be trustworthy, responsible, respectful, fair, caring, and be a good citizen.  “Littles” are selected by 
teachers, elementary principals, and the elementary counselor.  We do many character education activities and spend time getting to 
know our new friends throughout the year.   

The South Lewis Central School district partnered with Lewis County Christmas Sharing this year to provide some holiday cheer to 
some of our families.  We encouraged families in need to sign up and families who could, to make donations.  We were able to assist 
with the fundraising efforts and help get information to families about the sign up process.  We are grateful for all of the generous 
donations and to all of the Christmas Sharing volunteers who make this possible. 

EIGHTH GRADE: Mrs. Kogut, the middle school counselor, will be holding advising appointments to schedule eighth graders for 
ninth grade classes. Please call the middle school counseling office at 315-348-2575 to set up an appointment. 
 
SENIORS:  College applications should have been submitted by now. If you are planning to attend college in the fall of 2021, 
complete your application as soon as possible. Please ask Mrs. Bronson to send a transcript when you apply, and bring your acceptance 
letters to the School Counseling Office when you receive them, along with your senior picture.  The FAFSA (financial aid application) 
should be completed already.  Please contact your school counselor if you have questions. 
Congratulations to the following seniors on their college acceptances: 
Ian Anderson   SUNY Brockport 
Kallie Bauter  Siena College, Hartwick College and Wells College 
Aubree Domagala  Herkimer Community College, Onondaga Community College and Finger Lakes Community College 
Savanna Elliott  Cazenovia College 
Brenna Kenyon  Mohawk Valley Community College 
Grace Mear  Champlain College 
Harley Post  Jefferson Community College 
Chloe Seller  Rochester Institute of Technology 
Ethan Youngs   Mohawk Valley Community College and Utica College 

SCHEDULING/ACADEMIC ADVISING:  We are excited that the scheduling process for the 2021-22 school year has begun. 
Counselors will begin scheduling juniors for their senior year and advise students on college and career planning in January right after 
the break. Students should share their plans with their parents.  If you would like to discuss your child’s future plans, please contact 
Mrs. Burmingham or Ms. Green.  We would be happy to share information with you.  Juniors should be researching and visiting 
colleges if possible, attending college open houses and job fairs, registering and studying for the SAT and/or ACT.  

ATTENTION JUNIORS:  If you took the PSAT and would like to prepare yourself for the SAT, please use the following: 
satpractice.org which is an easy to use SAT prep tool available free of charge to all students who take the PSAT/NMSQT. Students who 
took the PSAT should go to studentscores.collegeboard.org and use the access code, provided on their PSAT score report, to get 
additional information.  They can also go to www.collegeboard/quick for more helpful information.   The information and answers 
your children provided when they took the test are incorporated into this useful tool, and it presents their data back to them in five

http://www.collegeboard/quick
http://www.collegeboard/quick
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main parts: 1) My Online Score Report -  an enhanced score report that allows students to review each test question, the student’s 
answer, and the correct answer with answer explanations. 2) My SAT Study Plan -  a customized SAT study plan based on student 
PSAT/NMSQT test performance, highlighting skills for review and practice. 3) My Personality - a detailed personality test that helps 
students better understand their own strengths and interests. 4) My College Matches - A starter list of colleges based on the student’s 
stated and indicated choice of major. 5) My Major and Career Matches -  Major and career matches that are compatible with the 
student’s general interests and personality type. Access is available using the access code printed on the student’s paper score report, and 
the tool can be utilized throughout high school. Using My College QuickStart together with your child is a great way to introduce and 
guide your child through important aspects of the college process. Visit www.collegeboard.org/quickstart.  

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS:  All college-bound juniors should be planning to take the SAT and/or ACT in the spring.  The 
registration deadline for the May 8th SAT exam is April 8, 2021.  The registration deadline for the June 12th ACT exam is May 7th.  The 
ACT Exam will be held June 12, 2021 at Lowville Academy. Registration forms are lengthy and must be submitted by the registration 
date. Juniors are encouraged to take both the SAT and the ACT. You should register online for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com and 
for the ACT at www.actstudent.org.  
JUNIORS will receive their PSAT test scores during class presentations in January. Parents - please ask your child about his/her results 
and what they mean. 

SOPHOMORES:  Students interested in attending BOCES next year saw a BOCES program virtual presentation in December.  
Students selected the programs they want to learn more about after viewing the presentation. In order to attend BOCES next year, 
students must complete and return an application by April 1, 2021 to the School Counseling Office. Students must have completed 
10 credits, English 9 and 10, and Global 9 and 10 in order to be eligible to apply. Please let your counselor know if you have questions.  

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Below is scholarship information for college-bound seniors.  If interested in any scholarship, please stop in the School Counseling 
Office for more information.   

Be sure to give your teachers and counselors two weeks’ notice when asking for a letter of recommendation.  
 
Please bring the completed scholarship applications in before their due date so we can make sure you have everything you need. 
Deadlines are very important.  Snow days do not give you extensions.  

2021 ELKS LEGACY AWARD is open to any child or grandchild (step-child or step-grandchild) of an Elks member who entered the 
order on or before January 31st.  Applications are completed entirely online and are due on or before February 1st. For more 
information and the application, please visit the following website: http://www.enf.elks.org/leg  
Deadline:  February 1st  

2021 SOUTH LEWIS LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP is awarded to a senior who is continuing their education in special, corrective, or 
remedial education.   Students must be entering one of the following areas of study:  Sight or Work with the Blind, Hearing or Speech, 
Physical Therapy and Social Services.  
Deadline:  April 2nd  

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIPS are open to children and grandchildren of veterans who served in the armed 
forces during WWI, WWII, Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama and the Persian Gulf.  There are several different 
scholarships available.  
Deadline:  March 1st  

ASSOCIATION OF FIRE DISTRICTS  OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK’S NED CARTER SCHOLARSHIP  is open to students 
entering a career of service to the community (fire service related major, nursing, social work, health related services, teaching, 
librarian, etc.).  The student must be related to or be a firefighter to apply for this award.  You can pick up an application in the School 
Counseling office or download an application at www.firedistnys.com.  
Deadline:  TBD 

BIG SUN ORGANIZATION offers an annual scholarship to a deserving student who is currently involved in some sport.  Visit http://
www.bigsunathletics.com  to learn how to apply.  
Deadline:  June 19th  

ELKS EMERGENCY EDUCATIONAL GRANTS are available to any child of a disabled or deceased Elk member. These grants can be 
up to $4,000 per year. If you qualify, please go to:  www.enf.elks.org  

JOHN WALSH FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP is open to students who plan to pursue a degree in education, participated in extracurricular 
activities, demonstrated character and intellectual ability and exhibited a willingness to help others in the school and in the community.

http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.enf.elks.org/leg
http://www.firedistnys.com
http://www.bigsunathletics.com
http://www.bigsunathletics.com
http://www.enf.elks.org
http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.enf.elks.org/leg
http://www.firedistnys.com
http://www.bigsunathletics.com
http://www.bigsunathletics.com
http://www.enf.elks.org
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Patience Rivers Lexi Bernard

Students should write a 200-word essay explaining reasons they decided to enter the field of education and submit at least two letters 
of recommendation from faculty members.  
Deadline:  February 1st 

NEW YORK FARM BUREAU offers a scholarship to students who are a member of the Family Farm Bureau or Student Farm 
Bureau.  Information and applications are available at www.nyfb.org or by calling 1-800-342-4143. 
Deadline:  March 1st     

NEW YORK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION and the North Central Zone of the Retired Educators of New York are pleased to 
announce that once again they are offering scholarships for high school seniors who are planning on entering into a field of education.  
The application is open to any senior who plans on attending college next fall.  The online application is available at www.nnycf.org, 
Scholarships, Scholarships available, for Scholarship list   scroll down until you reach North Central Zone NY State Retired Teachers 
Association, Inc. 
Deadline:  March 16th  

NORTHERN NEW YORK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC. SCHOLARSHIPS is open to residents of Jefferson and Lewis 
Counties who will be full-time undergraduate students.   Applications are online at www.nnycf.org    ALL STUDENTS PLANNING 
TO ATTEND COLLEGE SHOULD COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION.  Students attending any type of college, including technical 
schools are eligible.  This is a one year award.  Give as much information as you can on your application.  Provide specific details in 
the work experience, school & community activities, and any unusual hardships or special family or personal circumstances sections 
of the application.  (Tell your story.)  Promote yourself by telling them what you want to study and why.  Describe your career goals 
and aspirations.  What makes you, you?   
You will be required to complete the application, write an essay, have two appraisal forms completed and submitted, and your official 
transcript must be included in your application packet.  Start now; it takes some time to complete all of this.  
There are many different scholarships available through the NNYCF so please apply!  They cannot consider you for an award if they 
do not have your information.  

The entire packet must be assembled and turned in to Mrs. Bronson in the School Counseling Office by April 1, 2021.  We will 
forward your completed application to the Northern New York Community Foundation office.   
Deadline:  April 1st  

RT Federal Credit Union is participating in the New York Credit Union Association’s statewide college scholarship program.  The 
scholarship is for college-bound high school seniors at the time of application, attending college for the first time in the fall of 2021.  
They must also be member of a participating credit union.  The application is available online at nycua.org/more/scholarship-program   
Deadline:  January 8th  
  
SUNY Oswego has the Possibility Scholars program for students interested in the STEM area, who qualify academically and 
economically, and are interested in attending Oswego. The application is available online through the SUNY Oswego website (go to 
admissions > cost/financial aid > scholarships). 
   
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 
(Awarded to BOTH non-college bound and college bound students)  
 
LINDA PAYNE COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the Constableville Fire Department to a graduating senior boy 
and girl living in the Constableville fire district who has contributed to their community.  The application is available in the School 
Counseling office.  
Deadline:  March 1st  
 
JENNIFER LYNN KRAEGER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the family of Jennifer to a graduating senior boy 
and girl living in the Constableville area. The application is available in the School Counseling office.  
Deadline: March 1st  
 
MICHAEL PEVNY COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the Lyons Falls Fire Department to a graduating senior boy 
and girl living in the Turin, 3-G or Lyons Falls fire district who has contributed to their community. The application is available in the 
School Counseling office.  
Deadline: March 1st  
 
CAITLIN BORELLI COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the J.S. Koster Hose Company to a graduating senior boy 
and girl living in the Port Leyden fire district who has contributed to their community. The application is available in the School 
Counseling office.  
Deadline:  March 1st  
 
We are available to assist you with your scholarship applications, essays, and recommendations. 

http://www.nyfb.org
http://www.nnycf.org
http://www.nnycf.org
http://www.nyfb.org
http://www.nnycf.org
http://www.nnycf.org

