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December 22, 2020 
 
Dear Howland Families, 
 
This continues to be a time like no other. We understand the stress and anxieties in our schools                  
and community. We recognize the impacts to our students and families as we continue doing               
everything we can to bring some semblance of normalcy to our educational and extracurricular              
environments. 
 
Despite the challenges we are all facing every day, this time is bringing out the best in so many                   
people — from health care and first responders battling the front lines to our instructional,               
support and leadership staff here in Howland hurdling every obstacle and using ingenuity and              
unique ideas at every level to engage, teach and even feed our students requesting support or                
in need. We are incredibly proud and appreciative of everything that our students have done to                
lead and be a part of these compassionate actions while working to perform in an environment                
that is not as conducive as learning at school and in front of a teacher in a classroom.  
 
To this end, we are moving forward to take measured steps toward the goal of getting our kids                  
back to full time in-person teaching. We will continue to do so incrementally and with the proven                 
mitigation measures already in place that have maintained healthy environments for students            
and staff. Our top priority is providing a healthy environment by remaining compliant with state               
and local health agency recommendations and mandates.  
 
Based on meetings with health officials and after gaining insight from our families and internal               
and external constituencies, it is our goal to continue to offer feasible educational options that               
work best for each student and family following the winter break and into the second semester.                
K-4 students will return January 4, 2021 under 4-day hybrid learning M,T,Th,F. 5-12             
students will return January 4, 2021 under remote learning, but will then transition to              
4-day hybrid learning on January 11, 2021. Wednesdays will remain virtual/remote           
learning for all grade levels until further notice. If there are staffing attendance issues in               
any grade level, building, or transportation at any point, decisions will be made to              
respond to these individually on a situational basis.  
 
We are all in this together and we will continue to adjust and respond to any situations in the                   
interest of maintaining a healthy school and activities environment. In the interim, we thank you               
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for all you are doing to “Be The Difference” to reduce the spread in our community and reduce                  
risk in our schools.This gives us all the best shot to maintain in-person education and activities                
for our students opting for this choice.  
 
More information will be coming from individual building principals. Please feel free to reach out               
to them for more information.  
 
Your children continue to be a priority to us. Happy and healthy holidays to each of our                 
students and families.  
 
Respect and warm regards, 
 
 
Kevin Spicher 
Superintendent  

 


