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December 21, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians of N-K Students,

We have two very important things to share with you. First, Minnesota Department of Education 
released updated guidance last week for schools regarding prioritizing in-person learning for our young 
learners.  This was very welcomed news!  As we continue to review the requirements and receive 
clarifications, I wanted to send you what we know so far in hopes that families can plan for the month 
of January. Secondly, we need to share an update about free / reduced meal applications as we need 
your help!

Safety Changes with New Guidance

● Staff working with students must wear a mask and a shield as a double layer of protection. 
Prior to this, staff only needed to wear a mask.

● Masks must be worn when students are engaging in indoor activity.  Students used to be able 
to take off their masks indoor for some things, but will no longer be able to do that.

● Elementary specialists classes must be held in the classroom with the only exception physical 
education, which can take place in the gym or outside.   

● 3 feet of distancing between students is recommended for in-person learning.

● Staff COVID testing will occur at the schools every other week.

Schedule Changes & Upcoming Important Dates

January 4 & 5 No School for Students in Grades K-12 
**Transitional planning for K-12 teachers.

January 6, 7, & 8 Distance Learning -  All K-12 Students

January 11 All K-6 Students - Return to Full In-person Learning 
**7-12 grade will continue to distance learn with the current HS schedule.

January 13 & 27 Distance Learning - All K-12 Students  
**Teachers must have an additional 30 minutes of preparation and planning 
each day as mandated by Governor Executive Order. This additional time will 
take place on these 2 days in January.

January 18 No School for Staff and Students 
**Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 22 End of 2nd Quarter

January 25 No School for All K-12 Students 
**Teacher workshop day for end of 2nd quarter.
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Meals
Elementary:
When in-person learning resumes at the elementary, there will be no meal pick up.  
High School:
Meal pick up will continue from 9:30-10:00 AM Mon, Wed, and Fri, during a typical 5 day week. 

Child Care 
Tier 1 essential worker child care will be available on the following days in January: 6, 7, 8, 13, & 27. 
Child care will be during regularly scheduled school hours.  Please call the elementary for more information.

Free & Reduced Meal Forms
Every year we ask families to fill out a free/reduced meal program form.  So far this year, we have 
attempted many different ways to have families fill this form out because the percent of families that 
qualify for this benefit generates funding for the school district and benefits families.  

● This year the funding from this source equals $512,025. 

● As of right now, we will only receive $363,613 for next year due to the amount of forms we 
have received, which is a potential loss of $148,412. 

Thank you to those families that have turned in this form. If you have not submitted it, please help us 
maintain this funding by returning the paper version that was recently mailed home.  Simply fill it out, 
take a picture of it, and email it to mlueders@isd319.org.  You can also mail it to the school using the 
envelope provided to you. If you cannot find it, please call the high school office at 218-885-1280 to 
get another form.  Thank you for your assistance!!

High school students will remain under the original MDE guidance.  We hope they return to in-person 
learning February 2021. To get them back in school, we all need to do our part by: wearing a mask in 
public, washing hands often, practicing social distancing, staying home if sick, and keeping 
social circles small.  

As we adjust to this newest guidance and navigate this together, we want to thank you for your 
flexibility and continued support.  Please take time to enjoy the things that make you and your family 
happy while staying healthy during this holiday season!

Sincerely,
Brenda Spartz
Superintendent/High School Principal
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