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Greetings North Crawford Community, 

I wanted to reach out as we head into the Christmas/New Year’s break to remind everyone of the importance 
of following COVID-19 recommendations of wearing a mask when in public, avoiding large gatherings 
(especially Christmas/New Year’s parties), being diligent about hand hygiene, and staying home when sick. 
When we went for an extended break after Thanksgiving, case rates were rising, deaths due to COVID-19 
were rising, and hospitals were filling up. Federal, state, and county health officials, along with hospitals, 
pleaded for everyone to take the mitigation guidelines more seriously. We are now seeing the daily death rate 
decrease and hospitalizations decreasing. Roll out of the newly approved COVID-19 vaccinations is taking 
place as I write this. 

These new numbers are good news and with the approval of two vaccines, we have a light of hope that an end 
to this is coming. However, this is not a time to let our guard down. Hospitalizations and deaths in Western 
Wisconsin are still elevated compared to 10/1/2020.  Failing to follow the recommendations to slow the spread 
of the virus may negate the progress that has been made and we could easily be where we were in November 
or worse. The case rate per 100,000 in Wisconsin is still much higher than in Iowa and Minnesota. The virus is 
widespread in our communities. Following the recommendations of mask wearing in public, especially in 
enclosed public spaces; avoiding close contact to groups of people that do not reside in your household; 
diligent hand hygiene; and staying home when you are sick will help keep our schools open, people able to 
work, and our families and community safe. 

During break, I am available by phone or email. If you have individuals that are ill in the family and it may affect 
your student(s), please keep me up to date. I am here to help navigate this sometimes confusing process. A 
few extra days added on to break due to an illness or need to quarantine will help avoid larger chunks of time 
missed by your student and their classmates. Children of all age groups have tested positive, but fortunately 
they usually have mild cases compared to adults, and are actually more likely to have no symptoms or mild 
symptoms. However, children are still able to spread it to adults. 

As we end an exhausting and tumultuous year full of hardship and grief, we have much to look forward to but 
the work is not finished. We all have a part to play to protect ourselves and our community. Times of crisis 
make us pause and have to choose what is most important to us. If we choose to help slow the spread and 
prioritize our own health and those around us, children will be able to be in school, business will be able to 
open, and we will be able to turn the page on this pandemic. 

Wishing you the best of health, 

John Powell 
School Nurse 

 


