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Congratulations to Van Buren Elementary Mu-
sic for Receiving a Hancock Education Grant 
from The Findlay-Hancock County Community 
Foundation
 The Van Buren Elementary students will now have an opportunity to experi-
ence music education in a whole new way thanks to the generosity of The Findlay-
Hancock County Community Foundation, with additional financial support from 
the Van Buren PTO and the Van Buren Music Boosters.  In March of 2020, Miss 
Darci Van Vlerah, VB Elementary Music teacher, wrote the grant for a new music 
curriculum called Quaver Music.  Quaver resources are academically sound with 
grade-appropriate concepts that meet state and national standards.  Along with 
the serious educational benefits, it is also very fun and engaging for students with 
access to technological activities, songs, games, and assessments.  It could not 
have come at a better time due to this difficult year with the uncertainty of working 
at school or home.  The students now have their own “Quaver Account” and can 
access it anywhere.  Thank you to all who supported this endeavor.
 The Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation is a nonprofit, publicly-
supported, philanthropic institution that manages a pool of charitable funds.  The 
Community Foundation works closely with other funding partners, community 
coalitions, and service providing organizations to assure, where appropriate, 
system-level solutions are provided to address complex community problems.

Message from the Superintendent
Hello Van Buren Community,
 I wanted to give an update on the current operating model we are using at 
Van Buren.  We continue to educate students using the Modified Hybrid Sched-
ule.  What does that mean?  We have students attend school in person on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Our school day is also shorter than a 
normal school day.  Wednesday is a remote learning day.   There is daily com-
munication between our school nurse and the board of health.  Our school nurse, 
also ensures and keeps track of which students and staff are under quarantine 
and for how long.  The nurse communicates this information to the appropriate 
building on a daily basis.  I want to thank Nurse Judy Prater for all of her work 
and dedication this school year.
 It is our intention to continue this Modified Hybrid Schedule for as long as we 
can.  This will be determined by our governor, local board of health, and student 
and staff absences.  We take the education of our students very seriously.  Deci-
sions are made based upon the most accurate data that is available to us on a 
daily basis.  Thank you to all of our staff at Van Buren for their continued dedica-
tion to educating our students!  Thank you to all of our parents for communicating 
with your school buildings any health concerns that you might have.  Thank you 
to the students for wearing masks and social distancing while at school.  It is very 
important to educate our students in a safe environment and we will continue to 
do this to the best of our ability.
 I want to wish all of you a safe and Merry Christmas!  Please take time to 
enjoy your family and stay safe.  I will be updating families closer to the start of 
school in January if we will be continuing on the Modified Hybrid Model.  

Brian Blum, Superintendent
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ALL “A's”
6th Grade Rajshekhar Basu Sarkar, Kayla Bowman, Ashleigh Doyle, Molly 

Finley, Mitchell Greenawalt, Ella Grieger, Jacob Harrington, Carter 
Jackson, Rylie Kark, Zane Marquette, Lucas Norfleet, Lydia Ponn, 
Abhinaya Rajan, Audrey Riegle, Jacob Schroeder, Madison Wheeler

7th Grade Kamryn Bowman, Brookanne Busch, Pranav Dinavahi, John (Carter) 
Finley, Alex Homan, Brady Lance, Landon Miller, Jordan Rinker, 
Luke Stultz

8th Grade Lacey Bowman, Dylan Buff, Benjamin Chambers, Olivia Coutinho, 
Caitlyn Curry, Hannah Deiter, Sophia Endicott, Lillian Grady, Seth 
Gregory, Mayank Venkata Sai Guggilam, Lucas Harrington, Cam-
ryn Masters, Veer Mehta, Rylee Orchard, Ansh Patel, Alyssa Ring, 
Paige Ryan, Victoria Schroeder, William Stacy, Aliah Van Scyoc

ALL “A's” and “B's”
6th Grade Peyton Beilharz, Camden Boehm, Lauren Dahms, Miley Eakin, 

Kasadie Gibson, Evan Hutton, Trace Kisseberth, Emma Krupp, 
Brayden Mason, Boston Miller, Grady Miller, Donald Moro, Jordan 
Patton, Elleson Rader, Ellie Scoles, Allison Walter, Brooklyn Wilkin, 
Isaac Yoder

7th Grade Lilyanah Ayers, Thomas Basinger, Ava Beuschlein, Cole Bishop, 
Emily Bishop, Aidan Businger, David Cavera, Carson Cripple, 
Maverick DeWalt, Cahleb Freytag, Gavin Fruth, Lilianna Grine, 
Madeline Hardie, Hunter Hawley, Benjamin Heitkamp, Madeline 
Hudok, Geneva Lewandowski, Addyson Lowery, Emmett Morey, 
Johnathan Omlor, Andrew Puperi, Will Rampe, Josalyn Swaisgood, 
Griffin Ware

8th Grade Emma Arendorf, Tanner Bahn, Alec Busey, Gavin Couchot, Brock 
Daniel, Isaac Dyer, Aaron Elliott, Brea Good, Cale Henry, Jack Holt-
greven, Audrey Krupp, Bailey Lance, Emalee Noel, Emilio Nunez, 
James Patton, Aedan Riesen, Cohen Stevens, Natalie Treece, 
Tobias VanScoder, Grace Webster, Baylor Wilkin, Zane Yoder

VAN BUREN MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
First Nine-Week Grading Period 

2020 - 2021 School Year

~ ~Van Buren High School will only report 
an Honor Roll at the semester mark.~ ~

Van Buren Veteran’s Memorial

Van Buren Veteran's Memorial Brick Order Form

Price: $40.  Make checks payable to Troop 313 with "Veteran's Memorial" in the 
memo field.  Mail to: Van Buren Troop 313, Treasurer
 2009 Greystone Dr.,  Findlay, OH 45840
EXAMPLE:
Line 1:         J  A   C  O   B       D  E   I   T   E  R Name of Veteran

Line 2:              A   I   R        F  O  R  C  E Branch of Service

Line 3:        1   9   8   8        -        2   0   0   2 War or Dates Served

Line 1:  Name of Veteran

Line 2:  Branch of Service

Line 3:  War or Dates Served
         
Maximum characters per line is 16.  Spaces count as characters.

Name:

Phone:

Donations can also be made to the project by sending checks payable to Troop 
313 to the address above.

Van Buren Residents,
 As some of you may know I am currently working on my Eagle Scout project 
in Van Buren. My project is a Veterans Memorial that will consist of a memorial 
walkway, flagpoles representing the branches of the military, and the center granite 
monument. We had planned for a bulk of the project to be completed by the end of 
the summer 2020. Due to both COVID-19 and other bumps in the road many com-
ponents of my project began to fall behind and eventually never were completed. 
We have been in constant contact with the various donors of my project in order 
to begin in the Spring of 2021. This includes concrete work as well as the granite 
monument setting. I apologize for the delay in everything but I have been working 
through many of these bumps throughout the summer as well as this fall. If you 
have any further questions or concerns regarding my project, please feel free to 
contact me by emailing vbtroop313@gmail.com or calling/texting 419-619-6905.
 Bricks can still be ordered by filling out the Order Form and sending it along 
with the money to Troop 313, Treasurer, 2009 Greystone Drive, Findlay, Ohio 
45840. Thank you,  Jacob Deiter

Teacher Inservice meetings have been scheduled.
Please mark your calendar with the following dates:

No School for Students:
•  Friday, January 22, 2021

•  Monday, February 15, 2021  
•  Friday, May 7, 2021



American Degrees
 This past October, we had three FFA members earn their American Degrees.  The American FFA Degree is awarded to 
members who have demonstrated the highest level of commitment to FFA and made significant accomplishments in their 
supervised agricultural experiences (SAEs).  Young people eligible for the degree must have completed high school, been 
active in their FFA Chapter for at least three years, have earned a State FFA Degree, have completed at least 50 hours of 
community service, and have maintained records to substantiate an outstanding supervised agricultural experience pro-
gram earning $10,000.  Congratulations to Hannah Betts, Emma Geyman, and Kylie Sonnenberg.

Hannah Betts Emma Geyman Kylie Sonnenberg
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FFA News

Parliamentary Procedure Contest
By: Audrey Marroquin, VB FFA Reporter
 I rise to a point of order!  On December 3, our Novice Parliamentary Procedure 
Team successfully placed 2nd in their district!  Members had to memorize open-
ing ceremonies, run a business meeting, perform different abilities, and work as 
a team.  Participating members include Curtis Ware, President; James Homan, 
Vice President; Rebecca Betts, Secretary; Abby Leatherman, Treasurer; Jayden 
Dennis, Reporter; Mussie Hanson, Sentinel; Carson Foltz, Student Advisor; and 
Chase Ogg as a member.  We congratulate our team and their hard work on their 
accomplishment!

Ohio FFA Celebration
 This past spring, several of our FFA members were recognized in the Virtual 
Ohio FFA Celebration which took place instead of Ohio FFA State Convention 
due to Covid 19.  Our members were recognized in several categories.  We had 
three gold Officer Books recognized.  Our Gold Reporter was Kearstin Sherick, 
our Gold Secretary was Emma Henry, and our Gold Treasurer was Morgan De-
Boo.
 We also had a FINAL FOUR state proficiency finalist.  Hannah Betts was 
recognized as being top four in the state with her Poultry Production Supervised 
Agricultural Experience.  Hannah raises market turkeys and sells their meat to 
community members.
 Lastly, we had five students earn their Ohio FFA State Degrees.  To earn this 
award, members had to earn over $2,500 in an agricultural related field, compete 
in FFA competitions, complete community service hours, and attend multiple FFA 
events.  Congratulations to Timmothy Emerine, Garret Simmermeyer, Adrianne 
Sortor, Mikaela Voland, and Jacob Walters.  We are extremely proud of your hard 
work.

Outdoor Power  By Morgan DeBoo, VB FFA Community Coordinator
 This past year we had three students, Timothy Emerine, Mikaela Voland, and 
Carter Thomas, compete in Outdoor Power Equipment Career Development Event 
(CDE).  This CDE is designed to evaluate students’ knowledge in recognizing and 
repairing malfunctions in outdoor power equipment.  The skills Agricultural Educa-
tion students employ in this CDE are the same skills required by outdoor power 
equipment technicians.  All of our students did an outstanding job.  Timothy Emer-
ine placed 6th in the State), Mikaela Voland placed 11th in the State, and Carter 
Thomas placed 14th in the State.

Job Interview  
By: Audrey Marroquin, VB FFA Reporter
 Recently, the Van Buren FFA chap-
ter had several members participate in 
a Job Interview contest.  This contest 
included a hand written job application, 
submission of a resume, a cover let-
ter, and a virtual interview.  This con-
test allows students to get the experi-
ence of the process of getting a job, 
and is something they can use for their 
future.  In Division One, Carson Foltz 
placed 5th and James Homan placed 
4th.  Division Two we had Camila Bar-
rios place 7th and Lexi Camarano place 
4th.  In Division Three, Malia Gehrisch 
placed 6th.  And lastly in Division Five, 
Jayce Lowery participated as well as 
Tessa Clagg placed 3rd, Jacob Walters 
placed 2nd and Kearstin Sherick placed 
6th.  We are so proud of our Job Inter-
view team and their placements.  Con-
grats, well done! 

Community Garden
By: Morgan DeBoo, VB FFA Community Coordinator
 This summer one of our students, Jacob Walters, had a great idea for a com-
munity garden.  Ms. Bement, Jacob Walters (Secretary), Morgan DeBoo, and 
Malia Gehrisch (Community Coordinators) had a meeting and made plans to get 
supplies, get the garden approved, and to pick out what plants to get.  We had 
members come out and help with the garden whether it was watering them to 
pulling weeds out.  This garden was started to bring the community of Van Buren 
together.  The fresh vegetables and fruits were for anyone to take if they wanted 
some.  The whole garden is run by the FFA for the community.  We hope to keep 
it up and running every summer for years to come.
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8th Grade Boys Basketball Team Volunteers at 
Salvation Army
 The VBMS eighth grade boys basketball team took a break from practice to 
volunteer at The Salvation Army as part of the organization's Christmas efforts.  
Thanks to the parents and coaches for making this a priority for our students!

Seventh Graders Attend a “Water Tasting”
 To wrap up their unit on water quality, seventh grade students enjoyed a wa-
ter tasting trying all sorts of water - Dasani, distilled, well, Fiji, alkaline, and even 
Perrier.  Students made observations and also researched the contents - which 
surprisingly isn't only water in these different products!

VBMS Spreads Joy
 Knowing every minute we have with our students physically in our class-
rooms is precious, our staff wanted to celebrate each student individually.  For 
the week leading up to Thanksgiving, a few students would sit in the “hot seat” 
facing away from the white board during our morning meetings and their peers 
and teacher would write compliments about them.  After everyone was finished 
writing, the student would turn around and read all of the positive statements his/
her peers wrote.  This proved to be a powerful activity - every student was no-
ticed and learned how they contribute to our school.

Basu Sarkar Wins Spelling Bee
 While this year’s spelling bee was socially-distanced and included only a 
virtual audience via live streaming, the competition was as intense as any other 
year!  Sixth grader Rakshekhar Basu Sarkar won this year’s VBMS spelling bee, 
clinching his title with the word niagara.  Another sixth grader, Eleanore Poca was 
the runner-up.
 Thanks to our celebrity judges Mrs. Schaffer and Mr. Blum for their assis-
tance and to Mrs. Schaffer for setting up the live stream to allow families and our 
student body to catch the action.

Eleanore PocaRakshekhar Basu Sarkar
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The Van Buren Elementary Team Volunteered 
for Coats for Christmas!

Second Grade Recess 
Yay!!!  Mrs. Corbin’s little frogs enjoying a mask break!!!

Xander Webb and Owen Smith

Picture 3-Kohlton Lowe-BorkoskyWillow Hartman
Preschool Openings Available for 2021-2022 
School Year
 Preschool classes for special needs students have been available to our 
students for several years.
 Enrollment in the preschool class as a special needs student requires screen-
ing to establish the presence of developmental delays, or other special needs.  
The Hancock County Educational Service Center will hold a county screening 
for 3 and 4 year old children for whom there may be concerns in the areas of 
gross or fine motor skills, speech-language, or conceptual development in April.  
Please watch for more information about registering in February for this screen-
ing.
 These special needs classes have provisions to include a limited number of 
“typical developing” students also.  This number is 12 students for the 2021-2022 
school year.  A typically developing preschooler would be described as any 4 or 5 
year old child who is developing appropriately (socially, physically, and verbally) 
according to their age.  These children will serve as peer role models for the 
children in our program who have special needs.  Currently, tuition for “peer role 
model students” is $100 per month.
 Parents interested in enrolling their child for participation in the “typical” pro-
gram should complete an application starting after Christmas break until March 
1, 2021.  Not all children will be accepted as only 12 peer role model students 
will be placed in the preschool for next year.  If interested, please submit an ap-
plication on the VB home page.  You will be contacted at the beginning of March 
to come in for a screening.

Martin Luther King Day
Monday, January 18, 2021

Spring Break
Friday & Monday, April 2 & 5, 2021

No 
School

For the most current and up-to-date sports 
schedules, and to access Van Buren Black Knights 
sports’ information, visit the athletic website at 

www.vanburenathletics.org
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Elementary January 2021 Menu

Spring Break
 No School

 Friday & Monday
April 2 & 5, 2021

Remain Connected to VBMS!
 Check out news updates and celebrations on the 

VBMS social media feeds - find us on Facebook 
and Twitter at @vanburenms

Stay Safe 
and Healthy
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Middle School/High School January 2021 Menu

Wildlife By: Morgan DeBoo, VB FFA Community Coordinator
 The Wildlife competition purpose is to stimulate interest and promote instruc-
tion in areas of fish and wildlife management, as well as provide recognition for 
those who have demonstrated skills and competencies as a result of natural re-
source instruction.  Our competitors for this event were Garret Simmermeyer, 

Jacob Deiter, Jacob Walters, Blake Jones, Emma Henry, and Clarence Durliat.  There are two 
competitors that received recognition for their knowledge of wildlife, Garret Simmermeyer (2nd 

in the state) and Jacob Deiter (13th in the state).

Equine By: Morgan DeBoo, VB FFA Community Coordinator
 This past summer, we had 5 students compete in the Equine 
Judging Contest.  They were Calista Greer, Jilllan Walters, Cathe-
ryn Roy, Anna Durliat, and Kairi Borkosky.  In this contest students 
have to identify tack, judge horses based on different abilities, and 
have general knowledge about equine!  We are extremely proud 
of all of their hard work.  They earned 9th in the ENTIRE STATE of 
Ohio!  Way to go, girls!



•  Martin Luther King Day
Monday, January 18, 2021

•  No School For Students - Teacher Inservice
Friday, January 22, 2021

•  No School For Students - Teacher Inservice
(President's Day) Monday, February 15, 2021

•   Spring Break
Friday & Monday, April 2 & 5, 2021

  No School  
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The Board of Education, Administration, 
Faculty, and Staff wishes that everyone 

have a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Weather 
Announcements

In the event that we experience se-
vere weather or an emergency situ-
ation, the following news agencies 
will be contacted to broadcast any 
announcements to inform parents of 
decisions affecting our school day.  
Stay tuned to your radio and TV!  
Tune to AM 1330 WFIN, FM 100.5 
WKXA, FM 96.7 WBVI, or FM 106.3 
WBUK for weather announcements 
and your local TV stations.

Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance - Mr. Zender
• Those students currently in grades 6-11 who may be interested in taking col-

lege classes next year through the CCP program must return the CCP Intent 
Form to the guidance office by April 1, 2021.  Those forms may be picked up 
in the guidance office.

• Most local scholarships will be available in the guidance office in January.  I 
will also send them out this year in my Google classroom.  If your student 
is not signed up, have them email the guidance office for classroom code.  
Students are encouraged to stop in the guidance office on a regular basis to 
see which scholarships are available at that time. 

• Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation Scholarships are available 
online at https://www.community-foundation.com/scholarships.

• College applications should be sent in by this time.  Several of our students 
have already been accepted to the college of their choice!  If you still have 
not done so, there is still time to get your applications sent it.

• Soon after the holiday break, we will begin scheduling for next year already!  
If students/parents have any questions prior to that, feel free to contact me.

• Those 10th grade students who are interested in attending Millstream next 
year need to get their applications in online at https://fcs.org/millstream-career-
center/ as soon as they can.


