
MASC RESOLUTION ON MCAS 

The members of the Resolutions Committee met virtually on June 25, 2020 to consider 
resolutions proposed by member districts and the MASC Board of Directors for consideration at 
the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Association.  

Members present were: Ellen Holmes, Chair, Ex-Officio, Ashburnham-Westminster Regional; 
Deborah Davis, Northeast Metropolitan Voc. Tech.; Barbara Davis, Holbrook; Margaret Hughes, 
Narragansett Regional; Laura Fallon, Northampton; Irene Feliciano-Sims, Holyoke; William 
Fonseca, East Longmeadow; Jason Fraser, Silver Lake Regional; Beverly Hugo, Framingham; 
Mildred Lefebvre, Holyoke; Stacey Rizzo, Revere; Wendy Rua, Agawam; Lynn Ryan Assabet 
Voc. Tech.; Paul Schlichtman, Arlington; and Robert Swartz, Gardner.  

The following resolution was moved forward by the Resolutions Committee and approved by the 
Board of Directors. 

RESOLUTION 1: MCAS AND HIGH STAKES TESTING 
(Submitted by the MASC Board of Directors) 

 
WHEREAS the MASC Membership and MASC Board of Directors have previously and 
repeatedly taken the position of opposing high stakes testing including the MCAS; and 

WHEREAS the MASC Membership and MASC Board of Directors have previously and 
repeatedly taken the position of opposing high stakes testing including the MCAS; and 

WHEREAS the social and emotional trauma both individually and collectively has yet to be truly 
realized in the students who have experienced the shutdown of their local school buildings and 
separations from their peers and supportive adults; and  

WHEREAS the students of the Commonwealth have already missed valuable face to face 
instructional opportunities with their teachers and would benefit from focusing on those 
important instructional opportunities and social emotional supports; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that MASC rejects the calls for the students of 2022 who 
missed their tenth grade MCAS testing to be required to make it up during the 2020-2021 school 
year or ever. We demand those students be held harmless for not taking the MCAS and that their 
graduation requirements shall be determined by locally controlled voices of the School 
Committee and School Administration within the remaining graduation requirements of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Additionally, we reiterate our call for a moratorium on all high stakes testing for the 2020-2021 
school year so all students can benefit from their time being focused on direct instruction and we 
urge the legislature to enact a moratorium on high stakes testing of three years. 

 


