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Dear MRUSD Parents, 

Before students leave for their holiday break, I want to give you a few updates. 

As he did pre-Thanksgiving, the Governor spoke on Friday regarding multi-household gatherings 
– especially over the holidays.  For the most part, the directive is the same as at Thanksgiving.  
The state defines these gatherings as those involving people who live in different homes. In 
addition, at today’s press conference, Governor Scott spoke to the impact multi-household 
gatherings could have on students and staff being able to remain in-person in our schools.  Dr. 
Levine stated that he was not naïve that every single person would follow these directives and 
reminded us about the timeline for quarantining and testing if there is a need.  Much of this 
information is found in the document Updated Holiday Toolkit for Schools.  

I will not bore you by rehashing the information, as it is in the Toolkit and it hasn’t really 
changed since Thanksgiving.  In its very basic form, we have been asked to stay in our homes for 
the holidays and refrain from celebrating with friends and loved ones outside our immediate 
“pod.”    

As I have stated before, we cannot interpret this multi-household gathering definition for you; 
please do your best to interpret this guidance for yourself.  Our community has been great 
about working with us and we trust you will make the right choices.  While a light is at the end 
of the tunnel in terms of a vaccine, we must not forget that we are still in the tunnel.  A quote 
from the Vermont Department of Health website states, “We must all do our part to slow the 
spread, ensure hospitals are not overwhelmed, help schools continue to offer in-person 
instruction, and keep as many Vermonters working as possible.” 

For the last 10 months, my responsibility has been to do the best I can to ensure the safety of 
our students and staff while doing everything possible to bring our students back into our 
schools for in-person instruction.  While there continue to be many unknowns around COVID, 
one aspect is very clear – most students learn significantly better when in school.  In addition, 
research is showing that students are safest when in school under the safety protocols that 
have been put into place.   Our students and staff have done an amazing job in this department.  
We have had relatively few cases in the schools – almost all of which occurred in situations 
outside of school and were brought in.  When the cases did come up, they were handled 
efficiently and safely with very little impact to the schools.  Along with our staff, I need to give 
another big shout-out to our local Department of Health team, which has collaborated with us 
and given their expertise.  You can view Maple Run’s COVID Cases at our new tracking page, by 
going to https://www.maplerun.org/ and selecting the COVID-19 RESOURCES button. It is the 
top link on the left: MRUSD COVID-19 Cases. This page will be updated on Fridays 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Schools-Holiday-Travel-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.maplerun.org/
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We have accomplished our successes by following our three metrics that we use to make 
decisions around the opening of school.  As a reminder, they are:   
 

1. Do we have adequate staffing levels? 
2. Are our health and safety practices and routines well established?  
3. Does our collaboration with the Vermont Department of Health suggest our community 

infection rates are low enough that it is safe for us to bring more students back?  
 
Our next challenge is how best to deal with the upcoming holidays.  I realize that the pandemic 
continues to wear on people.  In addition, like Dr. Levine, I am not naïve that every single 
person/family will follow the Governor’s directive.  For the sake of all of us, I hope, expect, and 
trust that they will, but I must also plan for the possible scenario that some will not.  Therefore, 
out of an abundance of caution, we are going to slightly change our school calendar in January.   

• First, we are moving our scheduled January 19 in-service day to January 4. 
o January 4 will now be a non-student in-service day 
o January 19 will now be a normal school day 

• Second, we are going to make January 5 a remote learning day for all students who 
would normally be in person on that day.   

These changes will ensure that we have time to monitor our three metrics closely.  It will also 
give individuals and families who, for whatever reason, were not able to heed the Governor’s 
directive a chance to test so they know whether they can return to school or should quarantine.  
It is our hope that these minor changes in the calendar will ease anxiety at least a bit and will 
allow us to continue our success in keeping students in schools for the long term. 

As a reminder, if your child needs to quarantine for any of the following reasons, please contact 
your school after the holiday break. 

• If your child is symptomatic 

• If your child has been a Close Contact to a COVID-19 positive person 

• If your family and child have had Non-Essential Travel 

• If your family and child have been to a Multi-Household Gathering 

This is an incredibly challenging time for students, parents, and staff members alike. I wish each 
of you a restful, happy, healthy, and safe holiday season.  Thank you for your patience as we 
continue to navigate these constantly changing conditions.  While the next few months will be a 
challenge, I am optimistic that this spring and summer, we will be in a much better place as a 
community and, hopefully, we will be planning for a more typical school year for 2021-22. 

Be well, 

 
 
 

Kevin Dirth, 
Superintendent 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/symptoms-sickness/close-contacts-contact-tracing#:~:text=Close%20contact%20means%20being%20within,19%20during%20their%20infectious%20period.
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/travel-quarantine
https://apps.health.vermont.gov/COVID/faq/#4761
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