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Principles of Finance 

Course Overview 
This one-semester elective course is intended as a practical, hands-on guide to help you 

understand the world of finance.  

The course is structured into lessons and course activities as follows: 

 The first lesson takes a close look at money— the medium of exchange the world over. 

Money, in a broader context, means more than currency; it includes bonds, bills of 

exchange and treasury notes, and electronic money. This lesson looks at financial 

exchanges and a key concept in finance—the time value of money. 

 The next four lessons cover basic concepts in economics (mainly, macroeconomics). 

Interest rates, inflation, and forex rates are influenced by the laws of supply and demand 

as well as economic policy. These lessons introduce the student to concepts such as 

supply and demand, market structures, economic indicators, and monetary and fiscal 

policy.  

 The next seven lessons look at how companies obtain finance and how they use these 

funds—from investment strategies to obtaining credit, budgeting, asset valuation, and 

capital structures. Understanding how companies structure (and evaluate) their inflows, 

outflows, and financial structures is the core of any finance course. These lessons focus 

on this topic. One of the lessons covers business insurance. No business can afford to 

operate without mitigating risks through insurance. It’s an essential part of corporate 

financial planning.  

 The next two lessons discuss personal finance—from setting savings goals to preparing 

personal finance statements. 

 The next lesson looks at global trade—its scope, drivers and constraints, and effects on 

the national economy.  

 The next two lessons explore the soft skills required for a career in finance, including a 

basic study of sociology and psychology. Knowing what drives people and groups and 

why they behave the way they do is an important skill for success in any field. 

 The last lesson looks at career options in finance, including professional certifications, 

prerequisite skills, and career paths.  

 

You will submit the Course Activity documents to your teacher, and you will grade your work in 

the Lesson Activities by comparing them with sample responses. Each lesson also has a 

multiple-choice mastery test. A multiple-choice end-of-semester test completes the course.   

The Course Activities (submitted to the teacher) and the Lesson Activities (self-checked) are 

major components of this course. They will guide your learning as you work through this course. 
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In particular, the last of the seven activities will help you identify possible career paths and key 

skills required for a career in finance.  

 

Course Goals 
This course will help you meet the following goals: 

 

 Learn key concepts and policies in economics, such as supply and demand, monetary 
policy, and fiscal policy. 

 Understand investment strategies, budgeting and loan creation, and business insurance.  

 Learn the basics of personal financial planning. 

 Learn about global trade and how it influences economies.  

 Understand why soft skills are important in the world of finance. 

 Learn about career options in the world of finance.  

Prerequisite Skills 
Principles of Finance is a beginning class that does not have specific prerequisites. 
Nevertheless, these fundamental skills will be helpful: 

 Ability to do quick mental math 

 General familiarity with the writing process 

General Skills
 

To participate in this course, you should be able to do the following: 
 

 Perform basic operations with word processing software, such as Microsoft Word, and with 

spreadsheets, such as Microsoft Excel. 

 Perform online research using various search engines and library databases. 

 Communicate through email and participate in discussion boards. 

For a complete list of general skills that are required for participation in online courses, refer to 

the Prerequisites section of the Plato Student Orientation document, found at the beginning of 

this course. 

Credit Value 
Principles of Finance is a 1-credit course.  

Course Materials 
 Notebook 

 Presentation software 

 Computer with Internet connection and speakers or headphones 

 Microsoft Word or equivalent 

 Microsoft Excel or equivalent 
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Course Pacing Guide 

This course description and pacing guide is intended to help you stay on schedule with your 
work. Note that your course instructor may modify the schedule to meet the specific needs of 
your class. 
 

Day Activity / Objective Type 

1 day:  
1 

Course Orientation 

Review the Plato Student Orientation and Course Syllabus at the 
beginning of this course. 

Orientation 

3 days: 

2-4 

Defining Money 

Discuss how money and its various forms work and contribute to the 

economy. 
Lesson 

2 days: 

5-6 
Fundamental Economics  

Explain the role of fundamental economic concepts in the world of 
finance. 

Lesson 

3 days: 

7-9 

Economic Systems 

Discuss how enterprises operate within various market structures. 

 

Lesson 

1 day: 

10 

Game 
Game 

3 days: 

11-13 

Government Policy 

Explain how government action affects enterprises, especially in 

decisions on fiscal and monetary policy. 

 

Lesson 

3 days: 

14-16 

Market Price 
Course Activity 

1 day: 

17 

Price Mechanisms Course 
Discussion 

3 days: 

18-20 

Economic Indicators 

Discuss how key economic indicators such as interest rates, 

unemployment, inflation, and cyclicity have a bearing on economic 

activity. 

 

Lesson 
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3 days: 

21-23 

Investment Strategies 

Describe how informed and responsible investment helps an 
enterprise meet its objectives.  

 

 

Lesson 

3 days: 

24-26 

The Macroeconomic Environment  
Course Activity 

1 day: 

27 

Causes and Effects of Unemployment Course 
Discussion 

3 days: 

28-30 

Obtaining Credit 

Discuss the importance of credit, and risks, methods and processes 

associated with credit.  
Lesson 

3 days: 

31-33 
Managing Money  

Use of sales forecasting and budgeting techniques to project revenues 

and profit. 

Lesson 

1 day: 

34 

Game 
Game 

1 day: 

35-37 

Interpreting Financial Statements 

Apply ratio analysis and trend analysis techniques to evaluate an 

enterprise’s position and prospects.  

 

Lesson 

3 days 

38-40 

Obtaining Credit 
Course Activity 

1 days: 

41 

Financial Statement Analysis Course 
Discussion 

3 days: 

42-44 
Assets and Securities 

Discuss how assets and securities operate within financial markets. 

Lesson 

3 days: 

45-47 
Capital Structures  

Explain how debt and equity capital play a role in financing a 

company’s operations, and the benefits and risks of each. 

Lesson 

3 days: 

48-50 

Aspects of Personal and Corporate Finance 
Course Activity 

1 day: 

51 

Valuing Firms Course 
Discussion 
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1 day: 

52 

Game  
Game 

3 days: 

53-55 

Insurance for Business 

Describe the working and importance of insuring a business. Lesson 

5 days: 

56-58 
Setting Goals in Personal Finance 

Discuss how to create realistic financial budgets and goals. 
Lesson 

3 days: 

59-61 

Personal Finance Statements 

Apply processes, forms, and financial entities to track one’s personal 

financial history.  
Lesson 

3 days: 

62-64 

Personal Finance 
Course Activity 

1 day: 

65 

Do We Really Need Budgeting? Course 
Discussion 

3 days: 

66-68 

Global Trade 

Describe the working of, and influencing factors within global trade. Lesson 

1 day: 

69 

Game  
Game 

3 days: 

70-72 

Issues in Global Trade 
Course Activity 

1 day: 

73 

Cultural and Social Aspects of Business Course 
Discussion 

3 days: 

74-76 

Sociological Factors in Finance  

Discuss sociological factors that are likely to influence decisions in 

finance 
Lesson 

4 days: 

77-79 

Psychology for Finance 

Discuss psychological factors that are likely to influence decisions in 

finance 
Lesson 

1 day: 

80 

Game  
Game 

3 days: 

81-83 

Careers in Finance 

Discuss career paths in personal and corporate finance 

 

Lesson 

4 days: 

84-87 

Soft Skills and Careers in Finance 

 Course Activity 



 

6 

1 day: 

88 

More Ethics, Better Business? Course 
Discussion 

1 day: 

89 

Course Review 
 

1 day: 

90 

End of Course 
Assessment 

 


