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World History Since 1500 A 

Course Overview 

The events of the last 500 years have significantly shaped how humans live. The Renaissance 

and Reformations in Europe radically changed how people think and perceive authority figures. 

The rise of Industrialization and Nationalism served as a backdrop for changes in how we 

perceive basic human rights. The Civil War and World War I changed the way we view warfare. 

Asia and Africa were severely and diversely affected by European imperialism. The World Wars 

and Cold War of the 1900s reached every nation on Earth, impacting their societies forever. The 

events that took place during these 500 years are sometimes inspiring and sometimes alarming, 

but fascinating all the same. 

Course Goals 
By the end of this course, you will be able to do the following:  

 Identify features of the Renaissance and its impact on Europe. 

 Compare the different beliefs expressed during the Reformation. 

 Explain the influences of European expansion on both Europeans and non-Europeans. 

 Describe the Aztec before and after contact with the Spanish. 

 Define mercantilism and describe its effects. 

 Compare the American Revolution and the Glorious Revolution in England. 

 Evaluate the French Revolution on merits of equality, democracy, human rights, and 

nationalism. 

 Explain the origins of capitalism as an economic system. 

 Describe the Industrial Revolution’s origins and impact. 

 Evaluate connections between industrialization, slavery, and the Civil War in the US. 

 Show how women sought equal rights in the US and in other countries. 

 Describe the effects of Imperialism on Africa. 

 Describe Japan’s interactions with foreigners and the dawn of Japanese Imperialism. 

 List the causes of World War I. 

 Analyze why the US entered World War I in 1917. 
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General Skills
 

To participate in this course, you should be able to do the following: 

 Complete basic operations with word processing software, such as Microsoft Word or 

Google Docs. 

 Perform online research using various search engines and library databases. 

 Some course readings may require a visit to the school library or public library. 

 

For a complete list of general skills that are required for participation in online courses, refer to 

the Prerequisites section of the Plato Student Orientation document, found at the beginning of 

this course. 

Credit Value 
World History Since 1500 A is a 0.5-credit course. 

Course Materials 
 Notebook 

 Computer with Internet connection and speakers or headphones 

 Microsoft Word or equivalent 

Course Pacing Guide 
 

This course description and pacing guide is intended to help you keep on schedule with your 

work. Note that your course instructor may modify the schedule to meet the specific needs of 

your class. 

 

Day Activity/Objective Type 

1 day: 

1 

Syllabus and Plato Student Orientation 

Review the Plato Student Orientation and Course Syllabus at the 

beginning of this course. 

Course 

Orientation 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

2–5 

The Renaissance and Reformation 

 Trace connections between the reawakening of humanist 
thought, classical civilizations, and the Catholic Church. 

 Identify the distinctive features of Renaissance art and literature. 

 Describe how European life changed during the Renaissance. 

 Compare the beliefs of Martin Luther, John Calvin, the Council of 
Trent, and Ignatius Loyola. 

 Locate the areas of Europe that remained Catholic and which 
ones became Protestant. 

 Show how developments in the Renaissance led to the 
Protestant Reformation. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

6–10 

Exploration and Expansion 

 Describe the major accomplishments of the early European 
explorers. 

 Identify causes of European expansion beginning in the 16th 
century. 

 Explain the political, economic, cultural, and technological 
influences of European expansion on both Europeans and non-
Europeans, beginning in the 16th century. 

 Identify events and developments that contributed to the rise and 
decline of Portugal’s trading empire in Asia. 

 Describe how European demand for addictive foreign products 
fueled exploration and slavery. 

 Evaluate the impact of Spanish rule on Native American people. 

 Summarize triangular trade and the slave trade. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

11–15 

The Encounter Between Aztec and Spanish 

 Describe the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan at the time of the Spanish 
conquest. 

 Compare Aztec and Spanish documents about Aztec culture. 

 Research and describe the encounter between Spanish and 
Aztec people. 

Lab 

5 days: 

16–20 

Money and Monarchs 

 Identify the growing powers of French monarchs, including Louis 
XIV. 

 List the participants and results of the Thirty Years’ War. 

 Describe the context and terms of the Peace of Westphalia. 

 Define mercantilism and describe its effects. 

 Explain the growth of Russian power from Ivan IV to Peter the 
Great. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

21–25 

The Age of Enlightenment 

 Describe the scientific method and its effect on Western Europe. 

 Distinguish between the scientists Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, 
Newton, and Harvey and their works. 

 Compare the political theories of Hobbes and Locke. 

 Explain how science and philosophy influenced one another 
during the Enlightenment. 

 Explain the term enlightened despot, using the model of 
Frederick II of Prussia. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

26–30 

Revolution in England and North America 

 Summarize the events in the English Civil War and the 
Restoration. 

 Describe the rise of Parliament’s powers. 

 Explain how the Glorious Revolution limited the English 
monarchy. 

 Describe how individual rights became part of American colonial 
governments. 

 Analyze how Enlightenment thought and English ideas of 
freedom and taxation influenced the American Revolution. 

 Compare the American Revolution with the Glorious Revolution in 
England. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

31–35 

The French Revolution and Napoleon 

 Identify the economic and political causes of the French 
Revolution. 

 Evaluate the French Revolution from the perspectives of equality, 
democracy, human rights, and nationalism. 

 Explain the Reign of Terror and the rise of Napoleon. 

 Compare and contrast the American and French revolutions and 
their aftermaths. 

 Summarize Napoleon’s attempt to unify Europe under French 
domination. 

 Assess the Congress of Vienna’s attempt to restore Europe. 

 Explain the doctrine of “balance of power.” 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

36–40 

Independence Outside Europe 

 Locate the areas ruled by the Ottoman Empire at its greatest 
extent. 

 Explain how Serbia and Greece won independence from the 
Ottoman Empire. 

 List the events that led to the independence of Haiti. 

 Explain the economic, political, and national causes of Latin 
America’s fight for independence. 

 Compare the impact of the French Revolution in the Ottoman 
Empire, Haiti, and Latin America. 

 Describe the achievements of the Khmer Empire. 

 Place the Khmer Empire, Siam, and the Vietnamese states in 
context with Chinese and European history. 

Lesson 

1 day: 

41 

Midterm Assessment 

5 days: 

42–46 

The Industrial Revolution 

 Describe the Industrial Revolution’s origin in England and the rise 
of the factory system. 

 Explain the historic origins of capitalism as an economic system. 

 Connect Adam Smith’s economic theory of the free market and 
the Industrial Revolution. 

 Evaluate both short-term and long-term impacts of 
industrialization on societies. 

 Identify inventors such as Robert Fulton and James Watt. 

 Evaluate the effects of industrialization by citing its major costs 
and benefits. 

Lesson 

7 days: 

47–53 

Data on the Industrial Revolution Lab 

5 days: 

54–58 

Currents of Thought 

 Describe how Romanticism was a response to the Enlightenment 
and the Industrial Revolution. 

 Explain some theories opposed to capitalism, including socialism 
and communism. 

 Analyze and explain the response to industrialization and 
urbanization. 

 Evaluate Karl Marx’s critique of capitalism in Capital and the 
Communist Manifesto. 

 Summarize how the communist philosophy is linked to the 
redistribution of wealth. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

59–63 

The Growth of Democracy 

 Analyze the effect of industrialization and urbanization on the 
growth of democracy. 

 Evaluate the connections between industrialization, slavery, and 
the Civil War in the U.S. 

 Analyze how the 14th Amendment changed U.S. concepts of 
citizenship, due process of law, and equal protection of the law. 

 List the steps toward equal rights for women in the U.S. and in 
other countries, including feminism, the Seneca Falls Convention, 
and suffragettes. 

 Compare the expansion of democracy in the United Kingdom to 
that in the United States. 

 Describe the expansion of democracy to U.K. colonies such as 
Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

64–68 

The Triumph of Nationalism 

 Define nationalism, and explain the basic principles of 
nationalism while comparing the specific goals of individual 
nationalist movements. 

 Trace the successes and failures of the many national 
movements throughout Europe in the 19th century. 

 Cite the importance of the revolutions of 1848 in greater 
European history. 

 Recognize the changing relationship between nationalism and 
democracy. 

 Compare the different approaches of Garibaldi and Bismarck in 
the unification of Italy and Germany. 

Lesson 

6 days: 

69–74 

Geography and the Balkans Lab 

5 days: 

75–79 

Africa in the Age of Imperialism 

 Identify the areas of Africa first colonized by European countries. 

 Locate Ghana (formerly the Gold Coast), Congo, Ethiopia, and 
South Africa on a map. 

 Explain how the Industrial Revolution, capitalism, and competition 
led European countries into a race for colonies. 

 Describe the Belgian Congo under King Leopold. 

 Compare British interactions with the Ashanti and the Afrikaners. 

 Connect the Suez Canal, the South African War, and the Congo 
with larger trends in colonialism. 

 Evaluate the effects of imperialism on African countries and on 
Europe. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

80–83 

Asia and the West 

 List the causes and results of the First Indian War of 
Independence. 

 Explain how British rule helped spread Indian nationalism. 

 Summarize the ideas of Gandhi and how he worked for Indian 
independence. 

 Explain why China was vulnerable to British military power in the 
Opium Wars. 

 Evaluate the effects of the Opium Wars, the Taiping Rebellion, 
and the Boxer Rebellion on the Manchu dynasty. 

 Identify Sun Yat-sen and his role in the 1911 nationalist 
revolution. 

 Describe Japan’s interactions with foreigners and the dawn of 
Japanese imperialism. 

 Explain how the reforms of the Meiji Restoration led to Japan’s 
victories against China and Russia. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

84–88 

World War I 

 List the causes for World War I, including economic and imperial 
competition, Balkan nationalism, German militarism and 
aggression, and specific events such as the assassination of 
Austria’s Archduke Ferdinand. 

 Explain how the decline of the Russian, Austrian, and Ottoman 
Empires was both a cause and a result of World War I. 

 Describe major developments of World War I, including trench 
warfare, high casualties, and the physical and economic 
destruction of total war. 

 Analyze why the U.S. entered the war in 1917. 

 Describe the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, including the 
Armenian genocide in Turkey. 

Lesson 

1 day: 

89 

Semester Review  

1 day: 

90 

Final Exam Assessment 

 


