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World History Before 1815 

Course Overview 

The world is always changing. By studying past events, particularly the affairs of people and 

societies around the world, you’ll be able to better understand global changes that take place 

today. The study of World History involves the discovery, compilation, and presentation of facts 

surrounding worldwide events. This course is purposefully organized by theme and does not 

necessarily follow in chronological order. History is more than just memorization of dates and 

events. It’s important for you to understand why events took place and to identify general trends 

over time. World History Before 1815 examines human events from the first use of agriculture 

15,000 years ago until the end of the French Revolution in 1815. 

 

Two abbreviations that you may not be familiar with appear in the early lessons. BCE stands for 

before the Common Era and is used instead of the more common BC, so 200 BCE is equivalent 

to 200 BC. CE stands for Common Era and is used instead of AD, so 200 CE is the equivalent 

of AD 200. If a year does not include either abbreviation, you can safely assume that the date is 

in the Common Era. These abbreviations and other terms used in the lessons can be found in 

the course glossary. 

Course Goals 
By the end of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

 Compare developments of the Old Stone Age to those of the New Stone Age. 

 Describe the geography, social structure, major events, and accomplishments of Ancient 

Egypt, the Ancient Middle East, and Ancient India and China. 

 Summarize developments in art, philosophy, mathematics, and politics in Classical Greece. 

 Describe the origins and influences of early Romans. 

 Explain the rise and fall of the Byzantine Empire. 

 Identify influences on civilization in Medieval Europe from its foundation to its height. 

 Describe the geography and climate of Africa and the social structures, politics, and 

religions of early African societies. 

 Compare different Pre-Columbian North American cultures. 

 Assess the influence of China, India, and Japan on the Age of Eastern Great Powers. 

 Describe how European life changed during the Renaissance. 

 Identify causes of European expansion beginning in the 16th century. 

 Explain how science and philosophy influenced one another during the Enlightenment. 

 Summarize the events of revolutions taking place in England, North America, and France. 
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General Skills
 

To participate in this course, you should be able to do the following: 

 Complete basic operations with word processing software, such as Microsoft Word or 

Google Docs. 

 Perform online research using various search engines and library databases. 

 

For a complete list of general skills that are required for participation in online courses, refer to 

the Prerequisites section of the Plato Student Orientation document, found at the beginning of 

this course. 

Credit Value 
World History Before 1815 is a 0.5-credit course. You should take this course (or an equivalent) 

prior to starting the course World History Since 1815. 

Course Materials 
 Notebook 

 Computer with Internet connection and speakers or headphones 

 Microsoft Word or equivalent 

Course Pacing Guide 
 

This course description and pacing guide is intended to help you keep on schedule with your 

work. Note that your course instructor may modify the schedule to meet the specific needs of 

your class. 

 

Day Activity/Objective Type 

1 day: 

1 

Syllabus and Plato Student Orientation 

Review the Plato Student Orientation and Course Syllabus at the 

beginning of this course. 

Course 

Orientation 

4 days: 

2–5 

Foundations of Civilization 

 Define history and causation. 

 Distinguish between the philosophical and empirical parts of history. 

 Explain the differences between various types of map projections. 

 Compare developments of the Old Stone Age and New Stone Age. 

 Explain why people started using bronze for tools instead of stone. 

 Compare the life of agricultural civilizations to the life of nomadic 
herders. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

6–9 

Ancient Egypt 

 Analyze how geography supported the rise of Egyptian civilization. 

 Describe Egyptian religious beliefs, social structure, and writing 
system. 

 Summarize the major events of the Old, Middle, and New 
Kingdoms. 

 List cultural and scientific accomplishments of the ancient 
Egyptians. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

10–13 

The Ancient Middle East 

 Locate Mesopotamia and the Fertile Crescent on a map. 

 Describe the main features of Sumerian civilization, including their 
writing system. 

 List the empires in Mesopotamia in their chronological order and 
their achievements. 

 List the unique characteristics and legacies of the Phoenicians and 
Hebrews. 

 Compare the different civilizations of Mesopotamia to each other. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

14–17 

Ancient India and China 

 Describe the geography of India. 

 List the features of the Indus Valley civilization. 

 Explain what the Indo-European language family is, and who the 
Aryans were. 

 Identify and explain social and religious concepts from the earliest 
period of Indian civilization. 

 List the cultural developments of the Shang dynasty. 

 Compare the Chinese writing system to other systems. 

 List the ways that Chinese civilization became more complex under 
the Zhou dynasty. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

18–21 

Ancient Greece 

 Explain who the Greeks were and their connections to the Bronze 
Age civilizations of the Minoans and Mycenaeans. 

 Describe the polis-centered life of Classical Greece. 

 Describe the evolution of Athenian democracy and name two 
Athenians who changed it. 

 Compare the political systems of Athens and Sparta. 

 Evaluate the effects of the Persian Wars and Peloponnesian War on 
Athens and on all of Greece. 

 Summarize developments in art, philosophy, and mathematics in 
Classical Greece and explain connections between them. 

 Recognize the extent of Alexander's empire and his effect on Greek 
civilization. 

 Compare Hellenistic civilization with Classical Greek civilization, 
particularly in politics, art, and science. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

22–25 

Ancient Rome: Republic to Empire 

 Describe the origins and influences of early Romans. 

 Explain how the Roman Republic was structured. 

 Propose reasons for the expansion of the Roman Empire. 

 Explain the economic and social changes resulting from expansion. 

 Analyze the causes of Roman civil wars. 

 List the legacies of Roman and Greek culture. 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Roman Empire. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

26–29 

The Heritage of India and China 

 Compare the teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 Explain the appeal of both religions. 

 List the major developments of the Maurya and Gupta Empires. 

 Compare the ideas of Confucianism, Taoism, and Legalism and 
their importance to Chinese society. 

 Evaluate effects of the Qin and the Han dynasties on China. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

30–33 

Byzantine and Islamic Civilizations 

 Explain how the Byzantine Empire maintained its power and why it 
declined. 

 Describe the legacy of the Byzantine Empire to later civilizations. 

 Recount the life of Muhammad and list the major teachings of Islam. 

 List the achievements of Islamic civilization in the arts and sciences. 

 Explain how Islamic practices and achievements influenced western 
civilization. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

34–37 

Foundations of Medieval Europe 

 List Charlemagne's accomplishments. 

 Describe the obligations created by a feudal contract. 

 Describe life on a feudal manor. 

 Explain improvements in agricultural methods. 

 Describe the beliefs and organization of the Church of Medieval 
Europe. 

 Explain how the Church influenced medieval civilization. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

38–41 

The Height of Medieval Civilization 

 Explain the roles played by different groups in the medieval 
economy. 

 Describe how the European economy changed during the late 
Middle Ages. 

 Describe the major features of late medieval culture. 

 List the major events of the Crusades. 

 Summarize the effects of the Crusades on Europe. 

 Explain how the Russian monarchy developed differently from 
Western Europe. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

42–45 

The Rise of the Nation State 

 Explain how French and English monarchs centralized their power. 

 Describe the dispute between Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV and 
Pope Gregory VII over the issue of lay investiture. 

 Identify the areas of Spain reconquered by Christians. 

 List the effects Christian reconquest had on Spain. 

 Identify developments that undermined the foundations of medieval 
society. 

 Rank these developments according to their importance. 

Lesson 

1 day: 

46 

Midterm Assessment 

4 days: 

47–50 

Early African Civilization 

 Explain the four main climate zones of Africa. 

 Analyze the geography and natural resources of Africa and their 
effect on the development of early African civilizations. 

 Locate the early African kingdoms of Kush, Axum, Ghana, Mali, and 
Zimbabwe. 

 Describe social structures, political organizations, and religions in 
early African societies. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

4 days: 

51–54 

Pre-Columbian America 

 Explain the prevalent theory of how people first settled in America. 

 Geographically locate Mesoamerica, South America, and the 
territories of the Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations. 

 Compare the accomplishments of early American civilizations. 

 Compare different Pre-Columbian North American cultures. 

 Evaluate the differences between Mesoamerican and North 
American civilizations. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

55–58 

The Age of Eastern Great Powers 

 Explain why the Tang and Song periods are considered golden 
ages in Chinese history. 

 Explain the tension that resulted from Mongol rule of China. 

 Trace the history of Indian civilization from the Delhi sultanate 
through the period of Mongol rule. 

 Assess the impact of Muslim rule on the traditionally Hindu culture 
of India. 

 Describe the government and religious beliefs of early Japanese 
civilizations. 

 Trace the rise of emperors and the shogunate in Japan. 

 Assess the pros and cons of feudal society in Japan. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

59–63 

The Renaissance and Reformation 

 Trace connections between the reawakening of humanist thought, 
classical civilizations, and the Catholic Church. 

 Identify the distinctive features of Renaissance art and literature. 

 Describe how European life changed during the Renaissance. 

 Compare the beliefs of Martin Luther, John Calvin, the Council of 
Trent and Ignatius Loyola. 

 Locate the areas of Europe that remained Catholic and which ones 
became Protestant. 

 Show how developments in the Renaissance led to the Protestant 
Reformation. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

64–68 

Exploration and Expansion 

 Describe the major accomplishments of the early European 
explorers. 

 Identify causes of European expansion beginning in the 16th 
century. 

 Explain the political, economic, cultural, and technological 
influences of European expansion on both Europeans and non-
Europeans, beginning in the 16th century. 

 Identify events and developments that contributed to the rise and 
decline of Portugal's trading empire in Asia. 

 Describe how European demand for addictive foreign products 
fueled exploration and slavery. 

 Evaluate the impact of Spanish rule on Native American people. 

 Summarize triangular trade and the slave trade. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

69–73 

Money and Monarchs 

 Identify the growing powers of French monarchs, including Louis 
XIV. 

 List the participants and results of the Thirty Years' War. 

 Describe the context and terms of the Peace of Westphalia. 

 Define mercantilism and describe its effects. 

 Explain the growth of Russian power from Ivan IV to Peter the 
Great. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

74–78 

The Age of Enlightenment 

 Describe the scientific method and its effect on Western Europe.  

 Distinguish between the scientists Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, 
Newton, and Harvey and their works. 

 Compare the political theories of Hobbes and Locke. 

 Explain how science and philosophy influenced one another during 
the Enlightenment. 

 Explain the term “enlightened despot,” using the model of Frederick 
II of Prussia. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

79–83 

Revolution in England and North America 

 Summarize the events in the English Civil War and the Restoration. 

 Describe the rise of Parliament's powers. 

 Explain how the Glorious Revolution limited the English monarchy. 

 Describe how individual rights became part of American colonial 
governments. 

 Analyze how Enlightenment thought and English ideas of freedom 
and taxation influenced the American Revolution. 

 Compare the American Revolution with the Glorious Revolution in 
England. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

84–88 

The French Revolution and Napoleon 

 Identify the economic and political causes of the French Revolution. 

 Evaluate the French Revolution from the perspectives of equality, 
democracy, human rights, and nationalism. 

 Explain the Reign of Terror and the rise of Napoleon. 

 Compare and contrast the American and French revolutions and 
their aftermaths. 

 Summarize Napoleon's attempt to unify Europe under French 
domination. 

 Assess the Congress of Vienna’s attempt to restore Europe. 

 Explain the doctrine of “balance of power.” 

Lesson 

1 day: 

89 

Semester Review  

1 day: 

90 

Final Exam Assessment 

 


