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Middle School World History 

Course Overview 

Studying the history of civilizations is an effective way to learn more about present times. 

Throughout history, some common themes have developed across cultures: improved methods 

of trade lead to growth, religion and philosophy inspire culture, and scholarly works of literature, 

math, and science emerge. In this course, you will learn about the great civilizations of the world 

and the unique characteristics that make each of them great. 

Course Goals 
By the end of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

 Compare and contrast the major periods in ancient history. 

 Describe the basic geography of major ancient civilizations. 

 Understand how trade played a role in the development of different civilizations. 

 Explain major technological achievements of different civilizations throughout history. 

 Identify major belief systems originating in different parts of the world. 

 Describe how archeologists believe people first came to the Americas. 

 Understand why Native Americans were vulnerable to contact with Europeans. 

 Understand the causes and consequences of the Age of Exploration. 

 Analyze the effect that innovation and development had on European civilization. 

General Skills
 

To participate in this course, you should be able to do the following: 

 Complete basic operations with word processing software, such as Microsoft Word or 

Google Docs. 

 Perform online research using various search engines and library databases. 

 Some course readings may require a visit to the school library or public library. 

 

For a complete list of general skills that are required for participation in online courses, refer to 

the Prerequisites section of the Plato Student Orientation document, found at the beginning of 

this course. 

Credit Value 
Middle School World History is a 0.5-credit course. 
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Course Materials 
 Notebook 

 Computer with Internet connection and speakers or headphones 

 Microsoft Word or equivalent 

Course Pacing Guide 
 

This course description and pacing guide is intended to help you keep on schedule with your 

work. Note that your course instructor may modify the schedule to meet the specific needs of 

your class. 

 

Day Activity/Objective Type 

1 day: 

1 

Syllabus and Plato Student Orientation 

Review the Plato Student Orientation and Course Syllabus at the 

beginning of this course. 

Course 

Orientation 

4 days: 

2–5 

First Civilizations 

 Compare and contrast the major periods in ancient history. 

 Describe the basic elements of civilization. 

 Identify major accomplishments of early man. 

 Identify some of the first civilizations and their contributions to 
later generations. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

6–10 

Ancient Egypt 

 Describe the basic geography of ancient Egypt and the regions 
around it. 

 Explain agricultural techniques used in ancient Egypt. 

 Analyze the significance of pharaohs in Egyptian civilization. 

 Describe details of ancient Egyptian culture. 

 Describe ancient Egyptian advances in technology. 

 Evaluate the role of Kush on ancient Egypt. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

11–15 

Ancient Phoenicians and Israelites 

 Explain how trade was critical to the development of the 
Phoenicians. 

 Describe the important contributions made by the Phoenicians 
and the Israelites. 

 Understand how sea power helped spread Phoenician influence. 

 Explain the religious beliefs of Judaism. 

 Describe how Judaism influenced other major religions. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

2 days: 

16–17 

Ancient Civilizations 

 Locate natural obstacles to human settlement as well as features 
that encourage development. 

 Identify regions that are highly desirable for human settlements. 

 Identify the geographic locations of the first human civilizations of 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Canaan. 

 Identify the significant geographic features that shaped the 
development of civilizations. 

Lab 

5 days: 

18–22 

Ancient Greeks 

 Compare and contrast the governments and way of life for people 
in Sparta and Athens. 

 Outline the causes and effects of the Persian Wars. 

 Identify Greek contributions to Western civilization in philosophy, 
architecture, politics, literature, science, sports, and the arts. 

 Describe the accomplishments and influence of Alexander the 
Great. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

23–24 

Rhetoric in Ancient Greece 

 Identify three main parts of rhetoric. 

 Apply these ideas of rhetoric to create a sound hypothetical 
argument.  

Lab 

5 days: 

25–29 

Ancient Romans 

 Explain how Rome became a republic. 

 Describe how Rome gained control of the Mediterranean region. 

 Explain how Rome became an empire. 

 Summarize the accomplishments of Rome in law, government, 
language, and architecture. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

30–31 

Classical Buildings 

 Connect a Roman architectural innovation or style with modern 
times. 

 Explain how architectural innovations helped Roman life 

Lab 

5 days: 

32–36 

Ancient India 

 Describe how the Indus River Valley civilization developed. 

 Summarize characteristics of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. 

 Describe how the Aryans affected the Indian subcontinent. 

 Outline the main beliefs of Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 Explain why the Mauryan and Gupta Empires were important. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

37–41 

Ancient China 

 Explain how river valleys influenced the development of China. 

 Understand some of the basic teachings of Confucius. 

 Analyze the major accomplishments of Chinese dynasties. 

 Describe important Chinese contributions to civilization. 

 Summarize how the Mongols conquered the world’s largest 
empire. 

Lesson 

1 day: 

42 

Midterm  Assessment 

5 days: 

43–47 

 Islam 

 Identify and describe the geography and climate of the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

 Explain how the Islamic religion started and grew. 

 Outline the basic principles of Islam from the Koran and Sunna. 

 Trace the spread of Islam and the Arabic language. 

 Outline the intellectual and cultural contributions of Islam. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

48–49 

Belief Systems 

 Identify the four major belief systems discussed in the lessons 
Ancient India, Ancient China, and Islam. 

 Compare and contrast these four major belief systems. 

 Identify the current extent of these belief systems. 

Lab 

2 days: 

50–51 

Cities Along the Silk Road 

 Conduct general research about a specific Silk Road location. 

 Write a description of the location researched. 

 Have a deeper understanding of how trade affected the ancient 
world. 

Lab 

5 days: 

52–56 

Medieval Africa 

 Describe the diverse climates and geography of Africa. 

 Identify the major trade centers in medieval Africa. 

 Discuss Islam’s impact on the development of African trade 
routes. 

 Analyze the influences on the distinct culture of the Swahili Coast 
of Africa. 

 Describe the artistic achievements of sub-Saharan Africans. 

Lesson 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

57–61 

Japan 

 Discuss the three major religions and their role in imperial and 
feudal Japan. 

 Describe the impact of Chinese culture on imperial Japan. 

 Explain the role of the samurai in the development of the 
shogunate. 

 Discuss the importance of honor and loyalty in feudal Japan. 

Lesson 

5 days: 

62–66 

Europe in the Middle Ages 

 Describe the changes that occurred in Europe after the fall of 
Rome. 

 Explain the political and economic system called feudalism. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the Crusades. 

 Give examples of the importance of Christianity in the Middle 
Ages. 

 Describe the effects of the Black Death. 

 Identify and trace the population shifts and settlements of ethnic 
groups. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

67–68 

Medieval Civilizations 

 Identify the different roles in the feudal systems of medieval 
Japan and Europe. 

 Describe the hierarchies of medieval feudal systems from 
different cultures. 

 Create a model of a medieval European feudal manor. 

Lab 

5 days: 

69–73 

The Americas 

 Explain how archaeologists and historians believe bands of 
people first crossed into the Americas. 

 Describe the rise of early Native American civilizations. 

 Analyze important aspects of Mayan, Aztec, and Inca 
civilizations. 

 Understand why Native Americans were vulnerable to contact 
with Europeans. 

 Describe how various Native American groups adapted to their 
environment. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

74–75 

North American Tribes 

 Trace the location and migration of a specific Native American 
group in North America over time. 

 Understand how this migration affected the population and 
culture of this group. 

Lab 
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Day Activity/Objective Type 

5 days: 

76–80 

Renaissance and Reformation 

 Analyze why the Renaissance flourished in Italy and other parts 
of Europe. 

 Recognize famous works of art by Renaissance artists. 

 Describe some of Martin Luther’s complaints about the Catholic 
Church. 

 Explain how Martin Luther’s beliefs were in conflict with the 
church. 

 Explain how Protestant churches began. 

 Describe the English Reformation. 

Lesson 

4 days: 

81–84 

Exploration and Enlightenment 

 Understand the causes and consequences of the Age of 
Exploration. 

 Explain the Columbian Exchange and the rise of commercial 
trade. 

 Identify the European powers, their corresponding colonies, and 
their major ports of trade. 

 Discuss the major discoveries and inventions of the Scientific 
Revolution. 

 Describe important scientific discoveries during the 
Enlightenment. 

Lesson 

2 days: 

85–86 

Meeting New Cultures 

 Conduct general research about a specific Silk Road location. 

 Write a description of the location researched. 

 Have a deeper understanding of how trade affected the ancient 
world. 

Lab 

2 days: 

87–88 

Inventions in Europe 

 Connect a similar invention or development between two different 
cultural settings. 

 Recognize the importance behind the exchange of cultural ideas. 

Lab 

1 day: 

89 

Semester Review  

1 day: 

90 

Final Exam Assessment 

 


