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Miatek Gawron-Capital Area Technical Center
Professional of the Month for December

From CATC: Senior Mietek Gawron, was
selected as CATC Professional of the Month.
He is enrolled in the Automotive Technology
program for the second year. He decided to
continue with the program because he liked
how it allowed him to have a hands on
learning experience by actually doing work in
real life situations. When he is not in school,
Mietek can be found working on one of his
four vehicles that he owns. His CATC
instructor, Mr. Keith Hart says, "Mietek has a
great attitude, is professional and has very
good attention to detail. Mietek is currently
employed by Quirk Ford as an Auto
Technician and plans to continue working
there when he graduates.

CATC Alumni Spotlight shines on Katrina Booth. Katrina
graduated from Maranacook in 2016. She completed the Early
Childhood Education program at Capital Area Technical Center
during her senior year. She originally took the Early Childhood
Education program in hopes that it would help her further her
future career in adolescent psychology. In order to make sure
she had all her bases covered, she also signed up for a dual
enrollment college course in psychology. These two course
enrollments quickly taught her that this career path was NOT
for her. She remembers loving her time with the pre-k students
at CATC and in turn dreading her time in psychology class.
Senior year in high school was really when her passion for
education began. Katrina says, "My passion for teaching had
never been apparent to me prior to my time at CATC. In fact, I
recall saying earlier in life that I would never become a teacher,
especially a high school teacher!" Now she sits at a desk in her
very own High School English classroom at Winthrop High
School. I can say without a doubt that without CATC, I don’t
believe that my path would have taken the road it did. Because
of them I am able to sit here in my first year of teaching and
say that I truly enjoy each day with my students in my
classroom.  



Maranacook PTO! A big
thank you to the high school
PTO for spreading good
cheer. This week they came
in and decorated our staff
along with bringing amazing
treats. Thank you

 

Teen Issues Day
From Mrs. Bickford, Mr. Blasius and the Teen Issues class. The
theme this year is "Together Apart"- Teen Issues Day has
always been important, but this year we’re all struggling and
facing losses. This year we’d like to emphasize how love and
compassion can go a long way in people’s lives. Remember,
it’s a school day and you matter so please show up with a good
mindset ready to listen and engage. I hope you walk away with
strong words of encouragement and stories you can keep with
you for a lifetime. This is our time to shine Together Apart. 

Schedule (Monday and Tuesday) 
8:30-8:43am Advisee 

8:48-9:37am Opening Assembly 
9:42-10:31am Session 1 Held in student's G6 classroom 

10:36-11:25am Session 2 Held in Student's G7 Classroom  
11:30-12:01 Lunch Advisee Time 
12:30-12:55 Closing Assembly

 

Special Note about Attendance: 
Students in Cohort A will be excused from classes on
Tuesday, December 22nd.
Students in Cohort B will be excused from classes on
Monday, December 21.
CATC Student and Cohort D should attend in person Monday
December 21st and will be excused for December 22nd.
Cohort D students are welcome to attend in person both days. 
Cohort C students will attend remotely on December 22 and
will be excused on December 21st.  
Please call Mrs. Thompson at 685-4923 ext 1038 if you have
any questions or concerns 
 

 

 

Gratefully,
Dr. Conway 
Principal

Team Member Spotlight

Meet Tina Brackley, Assistant Principal 
 



What role do you have at Maranacook? I am the Assistant
Principal and Advisor Coordinator. I came to Maranacook in the
Summer of 2018 after 3 years as an Assistant Principal/Athletic
Director at another high school. 
What do you want people to know about Maranacook?
After working at several different schools, I wanted to come
here to work because I knew that Maranacook was a student
centered school. One of the foundations of Maranacook is
building strong lasting relationships with students. These
relationships are important in helping students be successful. I
know that I am lucky to work with the staff and students here. 
Who or what inspires you and why? My family inspires me
and drives me to be the best I can be. My grandfather was a
high school principal and on the National Council of Secondary
School Principals. When I told him about wanting to be a high
school principal one day he seemed so proud, I will never
forget the smile he gave me. He had lots of family follow him
into education but none ever in his footsteps.  
What goals do you have for yourself that you want to
accomplish in the next year? I have been a perpetual student
for the last twenty years. I am currently working on my
Doctorate in Education. I am working on my dissertation and
hope to be finished next year at this time.  
What are you happiest doing, when you are not working? 
 When I am not working I am happiest being at my family’s
camp on Porter Lake in Strong. It holds so many memories and
has always provided me with joy and happiness. As an adult it
often provides a place to rejuvenate and refresh.  
What’s the best meal you’ve ever had? The best meal I have
ever had was at Cinnamon’s in Wheatley, Oxford, England.
Cinnamon’s is an Indian restaurant, I had never had Indian
food before spending the semester in England. A local student
asked me to dinner and said I had to try Indian and I agreed.
We had Balti Chicken, samosa, and naan bread. Twenty two
years later I still remember the taste, the smell, and the
atmosphere.

Health Center
 

The holiday season is upon us, a time where we usually gather with loved ones and share meals &
gifts. This year in order to keep our dear families & friends safe we need to really consider this &
change what we would normally do to celebrate. Limiting our gatherings to our immediate family is
ideal & seeing others not within our household outdoors, at a physical distance & with a face
covering is safer. It is not going to be easy but right now across Maine & the nation we are seeing
the consequence of people gathering together at Thanksgiving.  
While traveling is discouraged, if you have made plans please let the school know & refer to the
following link for guidance or reach out to the school nurse, Anya. 
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/restartingmaine/keepmainehealthy/faqs 
 
If your student or anyone in the household gets sick over the holiday break please reach out to the
School Nurse before sending them back to school in January. 
Let's start 2021 off healthy and well! Wishing everyone a joyous and safe holiday! 
For questions/concerns: anya_davidson@maranacook.com, 685-4923 ext.1033

JMG ( Jobs for Maine Grads)
 

This week in JMG, students presented their Career Exploration projects to the class. These came
out super awesome and well-thought out. The careers students presented on varied from High



School Music Teacher, Game Warden, Architect, Travel Guide, Preschool teacher, and many more!
It was exciting for our students to talk about a potential future passion of theirs!

English
 

Students in Mrs. Moran’s MAP Humanities class are reading the third section of Jason Reynolds’
book Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (a remix of Dr. Ibram Kendi’s Stamped from the
Beginning). This week specifically we focused on the many abolitionist writings predating the Civil
War including the works of Fredrick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, William Lloyd Garrison, Harriet
Beecher Stowe and others. Mrs. Moran and Mrs. Jones’ English 9 Classes are focusing on
theme and characterization while reading “Why I Learned to Cook." We are working on construed
literary analysis responses to the story and the specific craft moves the author makes.  Similarly,
students have been practicing the habits of lifelong readers and writers through daily independent
reading and notebook writing. English 9 students have been loving Karen McMannus’ and other
mystery books. Mrs. Guillemette’s and Mr. Brigham’s Senior English Classes are finishing their
analysis essays - responding to feedback and making final revisions. Next, they will apply what
they saw in these mentor texts to writing their own personal essays. Ms. Chadbourne’s  English
11 students are finishing up The Crucible  and are beginning to evaluate themes within the play,
utilizing evidence from the play to support their argument. Mr. Brigham’s English 10 Classes are
applying their knowledge about folktales to create presentations comparing and contrasting
different versions of the same folktale as it has been told by different authors or in different
cultures.  This week students will analyze their selected stories and create their presentation
slides.  We will be revising and sharing their presentations after the holiday break.

Social Studies
 

Mr. DeMillo: Students in World History AP are learning about cross cultural interactions in Eurasia
prior to the exploration of the Americas. Polo, Sauma, Battuta, and Zheng He being a few of the
explorers we are focused on. Mr. Gower: Students in ethics are discussing and researching the
ethics of torture. Students in AP Psychology have begun projects to apply the principles of
conditioning in an experiment. AP US History students learned about the conditions of slavery
through the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass and work on their NHD projects. Mr. Sirois:
Students in Global Studies are presenting their Five Themes of Geography Projects and starting a
new mini unit on World Religions. Students in Personal Finance are learning about different types
of credit including Credit Cards, Auto Loans, and Student Loans. Mr. Streeter: Students are finding
their remaining sources for their NHD projects.  Also they are deciding if they wish to try an extra
credit opportunity to develop travel brochure to convince tourists to come to their country.Mrs. St.
Clair: Literacy RTI: I just finished meeting with teachers for the 2nd  progress check to make data
informed decisions on how to best support students who are now moving into the last 3 ½ weeks of
the quarter. I have been supporting students and staff in order to help everyone finish Semester 1
with the skills they need to move forward. 

Fine Arts
 

Mr. Smith:  Students in Introduction to Art are learning and fine-tuning skills in figure drawing and
portraiture to create an original mixed media work called 2 People in a Room.  Right now they are
working on developing a rough draft - adding ideas for the people they are drawing as well as
researching elements to include in the backgrounds!  There is a lot to this project to consider and I
am thrilled to see what students are creating.  Here are a few images to highlight the students’ hard
work and creativity.

Science
 



Mr. Colvin:    Honor Biology students are wrapping up a unit about the inner workings of a cell and
will finish this week with a test.AP Biology students are finishing a unit on cellular energy including
photosynthesis and cellular respiration. They, as well, will have a test on Friday.  Mr. DeAngelis:
Physics students are still working through all the implications of Newton's Laws of Motion. 
Mrs. Marvinney: Earth Systems students finished a lab and an activity focused on evidence that
scientists used to to unwrap the structure of the electron cloud.  Quiz #2 will be on Friday.  It will
focus on the organization of matter and the atom. Mrs. O’Donoghue: In chemistry classes
students calculated how many chalk molecules they used to write their name with as well as how
many salt molecules they add to their french fries during a  lab centered  around the concept of
moles( a measurement unit of chemistry).  All classes will be assessed on their knowledge of the
structure of atoms as well as moles at the end of this week. Mr.Magnusson: The last few weeks
students did disease presentations and also participated in a debate discussing which substances
are the most dangerous. Students discussed vaping, alcohol, marijuana, and tobacco. The
students learned a lot on why all of these substances are dangerous. In PE we are finishing our
badminton singles and doubles tournaments

Technology
 

Mr. Dorman’s Yearbook class is working on completing the senior section, advisee section and
underclassmen pages.  Tech and Career students completed the How to make a writable
PDF(MEME) with Action buttons.  Personal Finance students have completed the Paying for
College unit and are wrapping up the Types of Credit unit. 
Dr Gross reminds us all that  vacations are a good time to get into an exercise routine.  Take some
time each day to exercise family members you live with or appropriately distanced with a friend. 
Enjoy your break! 
In Industrial Arts Mr. Spencer kids are starting their second wood project by drawing, use of CAD
programs and the CNC router. From designing with computer software to seeing the final project
cut out is very rewarding. Some of the students will go back to the CAD programs to change/refine
their work. 
In Technology to increase efficiency and support with remote learning teachers have received a
document camera, speakers and a microphone for their classroom. To assist online students they
are  using headphones with a mic. Vacation time is near, if anyone has any device issues please
don’t hesitate to contact at techsupport@maranacook.com.   
 
Looking for a good read over break? Your book request from Destiny Library can be delivered to
your advisor. If you need assistance please contact sussn_trott@maranacook.com.

Extra and Co Curricular
 

Winter sports teams continue with their pre-season skills, drills, and conditioning. The nordic team
has been able to ski on the fields for a few days and some of the alpine skiers have taken
advantage of early snowmaking at Sugarloaf.

Reminder: If Kennebec County is designated yellow, then all activities will be suspended. The
state updates this every Friday. Athletes must wear masks at all times and social distance as much
as possible.

Upcoming Events:

So far there are a few things scheduled for the week of 1/11. 
Tuesday 1/12 
Girls basketball at Erskine Academy, JV 5:00pm, Varsity 6:30pm 
Boys basketball home vs. Erskine Academy, JV 5:00pm, Varsity 6:30pm

 
Wednesday 1/13 
Nordic Skiing at Leavitt (North Turner), Boys 1:00pm, Girls 2:00pm 
 
Saturday 1/16 
Nordic Skiing Home race, Boys 11:00am, Girls 12:00pm

 



Throwback! Boys Varsity Basketball 1986/1987, longtime boys coach Rob Schmidt was a member
of this team. (back row, #31)

District News
 

Go Bears!

 

Dwayne Conway, Ed.D
Principal
Class of 2022 Advisor
Maranacook Community High School
2250 Millard Harrison Dr.
Readfield ME 04355
207-685-4923x1022


