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West Liberty-Salem Announces New School Based 

Health Center 

 

It is with great pleasure that we announce 
the partnership for the opening of West Liberty Salem 
School-Based Health Center (WL-S SBHC) anticipated 
to open in January, 2021.  Because of this partnership with Community Health & Wellness Partners 
(CHWP), our District will have the opportunity to provide integrated primary healthcare services to 
our students and faculty on the WL-S campus for any student or staff member who wishes to 
participate.  Opening a Health Clinic at WL-S has been a goal of Superintendent, Kraig Hissong, Nurse 
Douthwaite, and the Board of Education for several years.  Plans were delayed for several reasons in 
the past, one being Mrs. Douthwaite tour serving in the Middle East in the 2017- 2018 school year.  
Conversations began with Tara Bair, President and CEO, of CHWP in 2019 and the beginning of a 
strong partnership was formed.  Hissong stated, “We are very excited about the potential the clinic has 
in helping families to treat the medical needs of their children in a more convenient and timely manner 
which will hopefully lead to improved student attendance, better health, and higher achievement.” 
 
Community Health & Wellness Partners, located in Bellefontaine, West Liberty and Russells Point, is a 
community health center that provides integrated primary care services to our community.  These 
services include primary care, behavioral health, pharmacy, nutrition, chronic care management and 
social service resources.  As a patient-centered medical home in the community, we will be able to help 
ensure our students receive the best optimal health care possible.   
  
Jennifer Douthwaite, Certified Nurse Practitioner (CNP), our school nurse for the past 6 years, will 
serve as the health care provider in the WL-S School-Based Health Clinic (SBHC).  Jennifer has also 
worked as a CPN with Community Health and Wellness for the last two years where she has gained 
valuable clinical experience which has helped to prepare her for her role at the school-based health 
clinic.  She along with her nurse, Beth Wing LPN, a WL-S graduate, will help ensure treatment plans are 
followed.   With CHWP’s TeamCare model, they will help integrate services such as management of 
chronic diseases, nutrition, pharmacy, and behavioral health for our student/s. 
  
Ms. Douthwaite will continue to provide traditional school nurse services at WL-S as well.  However, 
when student or faculty patients would need something additional outside of the school nursing role, 
i.e. prescriptions, etc.*  Ms. Douthwaite will be able to meet those needs in the moment, providing 
students and staff with a consistent way to receive needed care and families needed support and 
convenience.  Students seen at WLS SBHC will interact just as they would with any other primary care 
provider.  That said, the WL-S SBHC does not seek to replace your child’s current healthcare 
provider - it serves as  an optional  touch point for students to receive health support and help 
ensure they  meet  their treatment schedules.  
  
We will keep you apprised of the opening date of the WL-S SBHC.  This is an exciting opportunity 
for community collaboration, both for our school district and CHWP!  Together, we believe we can 
improve the health and wellbeing of our students so that they can achieve their full academic potential.  
  
fee-for service * 
 



   

FIRST GRADERS ENJOY 
HANDWASHING EXPERIMENT  

 
Mrs. Spring’s first graders 
experimented with “Glow Germs”, 
lotion based simulated germs, and 
proper hand washing this morning! 
Mrs. Douthwaite, our school nurse, 
has used this fun experiment for the 
last few years to show students that 
even after washing our hands, 
some germs linger behind.  Each 
student used the Glow Germ lotion 
before washing and drying their 
hands.  Mrs. Douthwaite then used 
a black light to show how much 
residue from the glow in the dark 
gel was still on their hands. 
Students were surprised to learn 
that how long we wash and how 
well we rinse our hands will effect 
how many germs are left behind.   
Mrs. Douthwaite reminded students 
about proper ways to sneeze and 
cough to minimize the spread of 
germs.  Students learned that when 
we use our hands, instead of 
sneezing into our elbows, we 
spread germs through everything 
we touch.   
Mrs. Douthwaite will continue her 
hand-washing education throughout 
the week in many different 
classes. This is a great way to 
combine science and fun while 
teaching younger students about 
proper hand washing and keeping 
ourselves and our friends healthy!  
 

Elementary Take Lunch Time 
Outside 
 
In November we were still blessed 
with some really beautiful weather, 
so how could we not celebrate a 
bit? Our older elementary students 
have been eating in their 
classrooms to allow for more social 
distancing in the cafeteria, so the 
teachers got creative! Why not eat 
outside on those great days? They 
get to eat as a class and some 
really cool things have happened 
because of it. Students have been 
really inclusive and caring for their 
classmates. They are all looking out 
for one another and making sure no 
one ever eats alone! What a great 
group of students we have at WL-S! 

 
 

“I’m not Afraid!” 
 
Deputy J, our school resource 
officer, always spends the first few 
months of school getting to know 
our students and being a big part 
of our safety drills! This year, he 
visited our elementary class 
rooms and read, ‘I’m Not Scared, 
I’m Prepared!’ This book gives 
great examples, in an easy to 
understand format, of how 
students can always be prepared 
and safe during the school day.  
Thanks, Deputy J! 

 

5th Graders Celebrate Sweet 
Success 
 
Several 5th graders were 
surprised with a golden ticket to a 
dessert bar for having a 
successful 9 weeks! These 
students not only performed well 
academically, they also never had 
to use any of their passes! 
Passes are given at the beginning 
of the 9 weeks for those oopsie 
moments when one might forget 
their assignment book or maybe 
they forgot to complete their 
homework. They allow a little 
leeway just when they need it. 
These students, however were on 
it this quarter! Way to go, Tigers! 
Keep it up! 
 

 

 

WL-S First Annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade! 
 
No need to travel to New York City 
for the Thanksgiving Parade this 
year! Our 5th grade STEM students 
created their own! They designed 
floats to pull behind robots that they 
control with their iPads. From 
Spongebob to Minion floats, no 
design went without a lot of 
creativity and hard work!  
 

 



 

Sixth grade introduces first grade 
to the WL-S Landlab 
 
Sixth grade science students hosted first 
graders in the annual introduction to the 
land lab early this fall. This annual trip 
occurs both in the fall and spring and 
allows students to make seasonal 
observations along with general 
exploration. The land lab has become 
popular with many classes in K-12. It is 
used for variety of reasons, but most 
importantly, discovery-based learning. 
First graders made scientific 
observations of patterns, size, shape, 
and colors. They observed spiderwebs, 
plants, and looked at the vegetation 
present in the Mad River Watershed. 
The sixth graders were responsible for 
creating and sharing this experience and 
did a fantastic job pointing out important 
discoveries and coaching them to draw 
conclusions about their observations. 

 

Congratulations to our middle school class officers, who were elected by 
their classmates last week! 6th grade: Natalie Fish, Hattie Jacobs, 
Connor Leichty, Lilly Heminger Grace Jones, Casey Boyer, Colton 
Neeld, Terrence Hayes, Belle Sarver, Jill Fullenkamp 7th: Jake Lauck, 
Emery Longaberger, Kaylee Blair, Geneva Estes, Wyatt Longaberger 
Brielle Milliron, Olivia Reichardt, Ava Poppe, Brevin Louden, Naomi 
Cole, 8th: Shyanne McClintick, Ava Chamberlain, Ava Johnson, Joy 
Hudson Isabella Hardwick, Cam Blair, Greyson Horsley, Collin 
Thompson Not pictured: Owen Barger 

  

 

8th Grade Create Elastic Launchers to test Energy 
 
What better way to test your elastic launcher than to take advantage of the perfect weather?! Our 
8th grade science students have been learning about different types of potential energy. Their study 
concluded with a lab making elastic launchers to test the force and energy used at rest and with 
different stretch distances of rubber bands.  They did a great job learning from the different 
conclusions! 
 

  

                                     
 



 

HoCo 2020 Style…… 

 

   Queen Selena Weaver & King Drew Hardwick 

Freshman Attendant Olivia Wilcox, Sophomore Attendant Trinity Floyd, Junior Attendant Emily Hollar, 
Senior Queen Candidate Madison Bahan, Senior Queen Candidate Sophia Cole, Senior Queen Candidate 
Grace Estes, Senior Queen Candidate Kaylee LeVan, Senior Queen Candidate Anna McGill, Senior Queen 

Candidate Selena Weaver, Senior King Candidate Nick Burden, Senior King Candidate Drew Hardwick, Senior 

King Candidate Luke Hudson, Senior King Candidate Isaiah McGill, Senior King Candidate Hayden Phillips, 
Senior King Candidate Garrett Richardson 



Calculus Club Donates to Local Food Banks 

Mr. Lewis and the Calculus Club had an opportunity to turn 
change into a positive experience. The Calc Club typically hold 
once a month carry in’s, but this year is different. Due to 
restrictions with Covid-19, and keeping our students safe, those 
carry in’s will be on hold for a while. Instead of getting 
discouraged, though, these students decided to use their 
monthly carry in date to serve their community. In October they 
brought in enough items and filled several of our weekly 
blessing bags. Blessing bags are filled with easy to access food 
items that students/families in need receive for the weekend. 
This month, for Thanksgiving, they will select another local 
charity. We are very proud of all of them for making a positive 
impact on their community and choosing to look forward to 
something in ever changing times. 

 

Key Club Sponsors Pumpkin Painting to Boost Spirits 
 
West Liberty-Salem Key Club sponsored a spooky afternoon of 
pumpkin painting to get in the Halloween spirit! Over 120 high 
school students, from all grades, signed up to paint during their 
home room/lunch periods! There was no competition, just a 
friendly afternoon outside, getting their creativity out, and 
enjoying some time with friends. Mr. McGill, Mrs. Smith and a 
few other volunteers helped manage paint supplies, supervise 
and encouraged students to join in the fun. It’s not often that 
our high school students have time to engage in holiday 
activities during school, and we were overwhelmed by the 
amount of students who wanted to participate. They painted 
everything from spooky ghosts to witches, and abstracts with 
color. This definitely won’t be the last event like this! Special thanks to Molly Smith and Key Club for organizing 
the event, Mrs. Seymour’s class for donating brushes and paint supplies and Tom Wygal and Jake Vitt for 
unloading over 150 pumpkins Friday evening! 
 

High School Challenges Elementary to Fill Local Food Banks 
 
WLS would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to our 
students and their families for generously donating to 
our local food banks! Last week, the elementary 
challenged the middle school/high school to bring in the 
most food items and load up our local food pantries for 
the holidays. The elementary brought in the most food 
items so as the contest winners, Mr. Johnson received a 
pie in the face that was shared on the student’s Gold 
Card Friday video.  To be as safe as possible during 
this pandemic, we gave Mrs. Johnson, 4th grade teacher 
the honors of ‘pieing’ her husband!  We think she 
enjoyed it a little too much! 
 

 

 

 



                             Sound Check holds first Performance of the Year 

 
The high school show choir, Sound Check, held their annual showcase performance in November 
with two outstanding shows. The weather and power outages cancelled one final performance on 
Sunday evening. Show choir performed a total of 7 pieces inspired by Broadway shows, and soloists 
and ensembles performed 19 more highly entertaining musical numbers. There was no shortage of 
entertainment and creativity from this group of very talented musicians, some even performing in 
multiple songs and dances. Practices began this summer with a choreography camp and followed 
with practices on Monday evenings.  
 

PHILLIPS NAMED COMMENDED STUDENT IN THE 2021 NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM  

Mr. Greg Johnson of West Liberty-Salem High School announced on Friday, September 
18th, that Hayden Phillips was named a Commended Student in the 2021 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.  A Letter of Commendation from the school and National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation, which conducts the program, will be presented by the principal 
to this scholastically talented senior.  About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the 
nation are being recognized for their exceptional academic promise.  Although they will 
not continue in the 2021 competition for National Merit Scholarship awards, Commended 
Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.5 million students who 
entered the 2021 competition by taking the 2019 preliminary SAT/National Merit 

Scholarship qualifying test (PSAT/NMSQT).“Those being named Commended Students have demonstrated 
outstanding potential for academic success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC.  “These students 
represent a valuable national resource; recognizing their accomplishments, as well as the key role their 
schools play in their academic development, is vital to the advancement of educational excellence in our 
nation.  We hope that this recognition will help broaden their educational opportunities and encourage them as 
they continue their pursuit of academic success.”  

 
 



 

 

FFA Feeds the Farmers 
 
The West Liberty- Salem FFA Chapter fed over 100 local farmers AND 
the MS/HS teachers for parent/teacher conference last month.  FFA 
chapter students were asked to nominate farmers/farm families to 
receive meals as an appreciation for all of the hard work they do/have 

done to produce food for all of 
us!  The ‘feed the farmers 
program’ has grown and they 
have plans to extend and 
hopefully double this initiative 
next time! Meals were delivered 
by our FFA officer team and 
other volunteer members. As an 
added bonus they purchased pies from the Airport Cafe, who 

individually packed and label sliced pie for them!  Thursday, several chapter members prepared a dinner for all 
of our teachers who stay late for conferences.  The meal was organized by Olivia Muirhead.  Thank you to our 
members for taking time to feed our hardworking farmers and teachers, and thanks to the Airport Cafe for your 
help in packaging the pies!  

 

 
Seed Harvest and Sun Shine 
FFA students took advantage of Indian Summer and did a pumpkin launch of the 
all of those contest pumpkins from the week prior! They had a little fun competing 
for who throws the farthest while picking up rocks in the field and harvesting the 
seeds for future use!  

 
This article was submitted by Madeline Hutton, FFA Reporter…..  
 

The West Liberty- Salem FFA had their annual officer interviews 
on September 30th. A variety of questions were asked of the 
applicants, making sure that they were fit for the positions. 
Positions were elected on November 1st. Cooper Havens is the 
new FFA President, Morgan Damron is the Vice President, Trinity 
Perkins the Secretary with Gavin Woodruff as the Co-Secretary, 
Madeline Hutton Reporter with Dylan Glunt as the Co-Reporter, 
Marissa Bailey the Treasurer with Hayden King as the Co-
Treasurer, Maddox Havens the Historian, Dawson Jenkins the 
Sentinel, and Olivia Muirhead the Student Advisor. The FFA 
chapter is very excited to have the new officer team in swing for 
the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Pictured from left to right: Back Row: Hayden King, Dawson 
Jenkins, Cooper Havens, Maddox Havens, Dylan Glunt and Gavin Woodruff ; Front Row: Madeline Hutton, 
Morgan Damron, Marissa Bailey, Olivia Muirheadand Trinity Perkins 
 
 
 
 
 



Stapleton Signs with Southern Illinois University 
 
 
West Liberty-Salem's Katelyn Stapleton signed her national letter of 
intent to continue her academic and running career at Southern Illinois 
University. Find the full story here: West Liberty-Salem News; 
Stapleton, Katelyn! We look forward to continue watching your success! 
 
 

Big Orange XC finish 12th at State Meet 
 
The Big Orange Boy’s Cross Country team had a strong season finish with a 
12th place finish at the D2 

State meet! It was the Big Orange’s 19th overall State appearance and the 
third consecutive year for the men. Jr. Dylan Lauck placed 12th with a 
time of 16:10.9. This is the 3rd straight year earning 1st Team All Ohio. 
Dylan also finished the season with the best time recorded in D2 with a 
15:41.9 set at Districts. Jr. Tate Yoder finished 43rd with 16:48.7. This is 
Tate’s second straight year earning 2nd Team All Ohio. So. Michael Jones 
106th 17:40.7 So. Owen Harrison 114th 17:47.8 Sr. Josh Spinner 119th 
17:52.3 Sr. Hayden Kennedy 122nd 17:57.7 Jr. Ayden Estep 154th 
18:51.9 Congratulations to the Big Orange boys on a fantastic season and 
incredible finish!  
 

Big Orange Girls XC win State Title  
 
The West Liberty-Salem girls cross country team capped off an 
undefeated season, with its first state title in school history Saturday 
at the OHSAA DIII State Championships at the Fortress Obetz. The 
Big Orange held off the 4 time defending state champion Minster and 
state powerhouses Liberty Center and Fort Loramie for the 
convincing win. Team Scores: 1st WLS 55, 2nd Minster 83, 3rd 
Liberty Center 115, 4th Fort Loramie 126, 5th Gilmour Academy 163, 
6th Mount Gilead 185, 7th Maplewood 224, 8th Mineral Ridge 275, 
9th Colonel Crawford 283, 10th Versailles 291, 11th Woodmore 302, 
12th Anna 322, 13th Ft. Recovery 323, 14th Ottawa Hills 349, 15th 
Liberty Union 381, 16th St. Henry 392, 17th Smithville 421, 18th 
Grandview Heights 432, 19th Cardington-Lincoln459, 20th Caldwell 
479. Four Big Orange runners earned First Team All-Ohio status with 
Megan Adams leading the way in 5th place in 18:43. Freshmen Ashley Yoder and Addison McAuley placed 8th and 10th 
respectively in 18:49 and 18:56, and Katelyn Stapleton placed 18th in 19:20. Madison Bahan earned Second Team All-
Ohio placing 31st in 19:30. Rounding out the WLS placers were Taylor Kennedy in 89th place 20:49, and Claire 
Longshore 127th in 21:51. Adams and Stapleton have become the first Big Orange athletes to earn All-Ohio in three 
consecutive years. The team caps off the season being ranked #3 in all divisions in Ohio and #58 in the nation.  
Photo Credit: John Coffman 

 

Varsity Volleyball wraps up season as District Runner Up 
 
The varsity volleyball team wrapped up a stellar season as district runner up. Several players received post season awards listed 
below. 
Gabby Williams: 1st Team District 9, 1st Team OHC; Team award: 
Eye of The Tiger (MVP) 
Bailey Poppe: 2nd Team District 9, 2nd Team OHC; Team award: 
Best Offensive Player 
Michele Smith: Honorable Mention District 9, 2nd Team OHC 
Ally Gaver: Honorable mention OHC; Team award: Best Defensive 
Player 
Aleah Reed: Honorable Mention OHC; Team Award: Varsity Hustle 
Naomi McGill: Scholar Athlete 

 

https://www.wlstigers.org/article/352046?org=wls
https://www.wlstigers.org/article/352046?org=wls


Varsity Soccer Girls Receive Recognition 

 

Girls soccer ended their season 9-6-3 with players receiving many 

acknowledgements from OHC and beyond.  Grace Estes received 

Player of the year in the OHC, First team all OHC, 2nd team all state, 

1st team all area.  Sophie Cole-1st team all OHC, 1st team all area. Emily 

Hollar- 2nd team all OHC, 2nd team all area. Megan Hollar-2nd team all 

OHC, 2nd team all area. Delaney Wade-3rd team all area, Honorable 

Mention all OHC. 

 

 

Boys Soccer, Great End to A Great Season 
Boys soccer wrapped up their season 10-6-2 and players received recognition 
from OHC, area and state level.  

OHC-1st team - Isaac Brown, Owen Johnson.  2nd team - Lance Baldwin, Logan 
Saylor, Honorable mention - Mason Powell 

Miami Valley Sectional/District for Division 3  
-1st team East sectional - Isaac Brown 
-2nd team East sectional - Owen Johnson 
-3rd team East Sectional - Lance Baldwin, Logan Saylor, Luke Hudson 
 

 
 
WL-S Football Plays Reduced Season 
 
The Tigers went 4-4 in a shortened season due to the 
pandemic.  Many set backs and early questions about 
whether there would be a season at all didn’t stop the 
Tigers from working hard in the off season.  Senior 

Nick Burden was named  1st team All Ohio and All 
Southwest District. Isaiah McGill, Jace Wade, and 
Christian Griffith were named 2nd team all-southwest 
district. 

 
 

 
 
 

West Liberty-Salem Class of 2021 

               Senior Athletes 

Congrats on great seasons, Tigers! 
 


