
A Message from your STM Leaders 
From Sr. M. Bridget 

As we finish our last week of the semester, we have so much to be grateful for! I 
am so grateful for the fact that we were able to be in person for school for the first 13 
weeks of our semester! We had very low positivity rates and none of them were 
connected with a school spread. Our teachers and maintenance staff did a phenomenal 
job of cleaning and sanitizing spaces, while our students were amazing in following the 
guidelines and taking our precautions seriously. THANK YOU! Thank you, also, to you 
parents who have been so patient and supportive of all the changes and policies. We all 
know that in-person learning is our ideal, and I am so grateful for the time we had in our 
first semester! We cannot wait to come back in-person after Christmas!  

Looking forward to the Spring semester, there remains many questions for all of 
us. Will we have sports? What will that look like? Will we be able to stay in-person once 
we come back to school? Will we be able to hold a normal graduation ceremony? I 
honestly do not know the answers to any of these questions. And as I think about the 
future, even more questions flood my mind and that can become overwhelming and 
even cause anxiety. However, in this third week of Advent, we celebrate the JOY that 
Christ’s coming is near! In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul reminds us all “Rejoice 
in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The 
Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” (4:4-7) I know this sounds a lot easier than it is in practice but taking our 
anxieties and cares to Jesus and asking Him to take care of us is what we are called to! A 
newly found prayer that I have taken to praying often is from the Novena of Surrender. 
“Jesus, I surrender myself to You; take care of everything!” Perhaps you say the serenity 
prayer, “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”  

Whatever your utterance is, I encourage you to continue to come before our 
Savior, as He comes to us as an infant child, and lay your cares and lives before Him. 
And then let us live in the joy only He can give. In all the uncertainties of today, we place 
our hope in Jesus and are reassured that He will not disappoint or abandon us. His joy 
and love will sustain us, today, tomorrow, and forever.  

  
From Fr. Pica 
 Happy Advent to you all, and I hope that your Advent has been blessed as we 
prepare for our celebration of the Christmas Solemnities! Our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
the source of our hope, peace, joy, and love; and these are the virtues or lessons that Our 
Mother, the Church, guides us with each week in Advent! Rejoice, the Lord is near! 

 In this note I will be addressing Living the Faith Hours and Service Hours. A 
number of students and parents have reached out to me asking about the 150 hour 
graduation requirement, and so I hope this announcement brings some peace to you all 
and relieves any anxieties that students and by relation parents may be experiencing. 
Effective immediately and for all students the 150 Living the Faith and/or Service Hours 
(LFH&SH) is lowered to 120 total hours. This means that all students, Freshmen, 
Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors now only need to complete 120 LFH&SH in order to 
graduate. 

As we move forward into 2021 and the spring semester, it seems as though there 
will continue to be limited opportunities for students to earn Service Hours whether at 
STM or in community. That being said I want to encourage all students to begin working 
on completing the Living the Faith Hour opportunities that can be found on the website: 
https://www.hs-stm.org/o/hs-stm/page/pandemic-living-the-faith-and-service-hours-
info (found under the Living the Faith Hours and Service Hours tab). While we may not 
be able to offer as much service as we would like, we are still able to live our faith! 

 
We pray that over the Christmas break you are able to be refreshed and re-

created by our Lord! Have a blessed last week of Advent, and a Holy and Merry 
Christmas!  
 
 

    


