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December 18, 2020 

Dear Parents and Staff, 

We would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  This has been one of the most trying 

years on record as we have lived in the time of the unknown and have navigated the ever-changing rules and 

regulations under which public school districts are required to operate. We have made the most of the situation and 

have had a very successful semester. Thank you for all your help and understanding that has made it possible. 

As a reminder, we will require any individual who tests positive for COVID-19 or has close contact with someone 

who tests positive for COVID-19 during the Christmas Break to follow the protocols for quarantine listed below. 

We ask that you email us at info@giddings.txed.net during the break or call your campus immediately after the 

holidays to inform us about positive tests or close contacts that occur so that we can continue to keep our students 

and staff as healthy as possible. It is especially important for you to contact us immediately if the positive test 

occurs in the next few days so we can determine close contacts at school and notify families before they get 

together for the holidays. 

Minimum Required Quarantine: 

Tested Positive for COVID-19 – quarantine for 10 days from the infectious period (date of the first symptom or 

positive test date, if asymptomatic). Must have reduced symptoms and be fever free for 24 hours to return. 

Please Note: We are making a change in the District’s protocols for close contact beginning on January 4, 2021 to 

align with the updated CDC and TEA Guidance. 

 

Close Contact with an individual who tested positive for COVID-19* 

Beginning on January 4, 2021, protocols will allow two shorter options for the stay at-home period. Based on 

current CDC guidance, individuals may return to school: 

• On Day 10 after close contact exposure without COVID-19 testing with a note from a doctor stating they 

are symptom free. 

• On Day 7 after close contact exposure and after receiving a negative COVID-19 test result and a note from 

the doctor stating the individual is symptom free. The test must occur no earlier than 5 days after close 

contact. 

• Otherwise, the individual with close contact may return to school after 14 days. 

 

If individuals return to school from the shorter stay-at-home windows (7 or 10 days), they should regularly monitor 

themselves for symptoms and parents should monitor their children to ensure they remain symptom-free and take 

appropriate precautions (such as, more consistent mask usage) for the duration of the 14-day incubation period.  

This means students younger than age 10 at Giddings Elementary School MUST also wear masks if they return to 

school on day 7 or 10 after close contact. 

 

*Please Note: The infectious period is 10 days from the first symptom or from the date of the positive test if 

asymptomatic. If the positive individual is in the same household, the total quarantine period will be longer if close 

contact continues throughout the entire infectious period. 

We appreciate your patience and cooperation during this unprecedented year. We hope that you have a great 

Christmas Break—Be Joyous, Stay Safe, and Enjoy the Holidays! 

Sincerely, 

 

Shane Holman, Assistant Superintendent 


