
BARRINGTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 02806 

 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING - November 5, 2020 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Anna Clancy, Patrick 

McCrann, Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, and Douglas Fiore.  

 

At 6:35 pm, Ms. Bae called the meeting to order. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Update on District Re-Entry  

Mr. Messore provided an update regarding Re-Entry to the School Committee. The Re-Entry Task 

Force last met on Monday, November 2nd. There have been two communications that have been 

sent out to the families today regarding upcoming holiday travel and transportation. Mr. Messore did 

state that if a family is traveling that they reach out to the building principal and advise them of their 

plans. Families were also reminded that there is a four week timeframe if a student decides to change 

their mode of learning. There will be some training sessions regarding Canvas. The communication 

also reviews some of the winter protocols.  

Mr. Messore reiterated that it is still very important to wear masks, maintain the air flow in the 

rooms, and continue the effective cleaning of the classrooms. 

Two representatives from RIDE came and did a walkthrough of the High School and Middle School 

checking all the protocols that Barrington has in place. Barrington’s protocols are consistent with the 

RIDE protocols. The representatives also commented about the mobile CO² reading equipment that 

we have and said they were going to bring this idea back to the other districts.  

The technology department has been busy distributing new chromebooks to the 6th grades and the 

passing out the others to the 4th grade. Next week, they will distribute chromebooks to the 9th grade, 

as well as, the teachers new chromebooks will be in. 

To date, there have been 7 cases of COVID-19. These cases have all been from participation outside 

of the school buildings. The protocols that we have in place regarding contact tracing have been very 

helpful. 

Mr. McCrann also wanted to remind families that the building administrator is the best person to talk 

to regarding re-entry questions..  

Financial Report - October Expenditures 

Mr. Fiore explained that the expenditures for October are as we expected. He pointed out that there 

are a few line items that are starting to trend over budget but nothing that was not previously 

discussed with the Committee including custodial work, custodial supplies and technology. 



Mr. Fiore informed the Committee that the District will be purchasing amplification equipment for 

the teachers. The District tested 4 of these devices and they proved to be very useful while teaching 

to both the distance-learning and classroom students. 

Mr. Fiore asked the Committee to approve the October expenditures in the amount of $5,880,893.51. 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the October financials in the amount of $5,880,893.51. 

Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion passed 5/0 with Ms. 

Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Mr. McCrann and Ms. Clancy voting in the affirmative. 

Discuss and Approval the Memorandum of Agreement SBA COVID-19 Capital Fund 

Mr. Fiore informed the Committee that the District was awarded a COVID-19 grant in the amount of 

$14,046.00. This grant money will be added to the money received for the “Take It Outside” grant in 

order for the District to purchase the extended wifi and the additional picnic tables for the schools. 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the RIDE Memorandum of Agreement for SBA 

COVID-19 Capital Fund in the amount of $14,046.00. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 5/0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Mr. 

McCrann and Ms. Clancy voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. Fiore also informed the Committee that the District has been awarded a grant to purchase HEPA 

units for every classroom. 

Transportation Update 

Mr. Messore presented a spreadsheet with all the run times and ridership of the buses measured over 

one week this fall. Mr. Messore emphasized that the earliest morning buses do not begin before 7:00 

am and all students are assigned a seat on the bus with a seating chart on all the buses. Some of the 

stops have been consolidated which has helped with expediting some of the run times. Mr. Messore 

also explained that he would like to wait until the winter months are here to get a true idea of 

ridership. There was also a communication sent out to the bus eligible families asking again if they 

feel they will be utilizing the bus this year. Some seats have remained empty although every seat 

does have a student assigned at this time. 

Once Mr. Messore has all the information regarding ridership and updates regarding families that 

may decide to opt out of transportation, he will reach out to the families that would like to opt back 

into transportation, including families who have recently moved to the district and qualify for 

transportation.. 

Athletic/Activities Update 

Mr. Messore informed the Committee that he spoke to Mr. Finn and the scheduled interscholastic 

meeting did not take place as planned. Mr. Finn stated that once this meeting takes place they will 

have a better understanding of where sports stand for the winter. The District is keeping a close eye 

on the guidance from the Governor regarding winter sports. 

The tennis courts at the Middle School are open and the lights are working. 



The fall season is winding down. Mr. Finn was able to organize senior nights for each of the sports 

that are currently playing. Mr. Messore acknowledged the coaching staff for all their hard work this 

fall. They have been following the protocols and making sure the students are staying safe. 

Mr. Messore also commented that the high school clubs have been meeting virtually and the middle 

school will be starting their enrichment programs virtually.  

Public Comment 

Maura McCrann - 4 Woodford Road - Ms. McCrann gave a statement to the Committee regarding 

concerns around the social emotional needs of the students. 

Ms. Bae encouraged Ms. McCrann to reach out to the advisory committee for any issues that come 

up, as well as encouraging the public to look at the Advisory Committee policy. 

Eileen Meehan - 24 Hawthorne Avenue - Ms. Meehan thanked everyone for their amazing work that 

they are doing to support the children. Ms. Meehan also discussed the importance of the Social 

Emotional Learning community. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

Update to School Committee Membership Advisory Committees 

Ms. Bae began the discussion regarding the School Committee membership with regards to the 

advisory committees. It has been discussed to move assigning the School Committee members to the 

different advisory committees to the summer instead of doing this at the organizational meeting in 

December. It was agreed that in December the advisory committees have already begun their work 

and it would be disruptive to change the membership structure. The Committee decided that in non-

election years, the discussion regarding membership would happen during the summer. In an 

election year, the discussion would still take place in the summer, but that possible revisions may 

happen in December at the organizational meeting based on new members’ availability and 

expertise. 

Mr. McCrann will include this in the School Committee handbook. 

Discuss the Budget Forecast Committee Ordinance Proposal 

The Committee reviewed the proposed ordinance that defines the purpose and the voting members of 

the Budget Forecasting Committee. The ordinance basically formalizes the introduction of the BFC 

document. Ms. Bae will reach out to the Town Council to see when they plan to ratify the ordinance. 

Discuss rescheduling of Crisis Response Plan Review and feedback on specific topics to be covered 

Ms. Bae informed the Committee that legal counsel is still working on the student handbooks and 

the threat assessment policies. She asked the Committee if they could clarify what topics they are 

looking to discuss. Ms. Sevetson requested a review regarding the lockdown protocols given new 

research indicating they may do more harm than good for students. Dr. Douglas requested a review 

regarding video monitoring systems as well as the role of the SRO. Mr. McCrann requested a review 

of the crisis teams and their information. 



Mr. Messore explained that the crisis teams meet on a regular basis and the reports are submitted to 

the Superintendent. With new state guidance, community members along with law enforcement 

should be included on the team. Dr. Dillon also discussed the different policies that legal counsel is 

evaluating in order to provide feedback. Legal counsel will be invited to the next School Committee 

meeting in December to review their feedback. 

Approval of High School Photography Club 

Approval of High School Best Buddies Club 

 

Approval of High School Film Club 

 

Mr. Messore reviewed each club. 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the High School Photography Club, High School Best 

Buddies Club, and the High School Film Club. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 5/0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Mr. McCrann 

and Ms. Clancy voting in the affirmative. 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. McCrann requested an edit to the October 15, 2020 minutes to indicate that Ms. Moore will be 

returning for further work with the School Committee and the District this year.  

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda which contained the minutes from 

the open meeting of September 17, 2020, October 8, 2020, October 15, 2020 and October 22, 

2020of the School Committee meeting, as well as the request for Homeschooling, with the 

proposed edit. Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion passed 

5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in the 

affirmative.  

Public Comment 

No Public Comment 

Discussion Items 

Need to move the meetings in December due to swearing in of new members 

Follow up with Theresa Moore 

November 19th Workshop - School Goals 

Crisis Review - December 17th 

Legislative Breakfast - Ms. Bae will reach out to Senator Coyne, Representative Knight and 

Representative Cassar 

Student Rep Report - December 17th 

Threat Assessment Update 

Training session with new member regarding open meeting act 

Superintendent Evaluation - Executive Session 

 

Announcements 



 

Mr. Messore announced the new hires for the District. He welcomed Andrew Miller, Jr. as our new 

part-time PE/Health teacher for the High School; Stacey Degre as a new teacher assistant - special 

education II for Primrose Hill School; and David Melo as a new custodian for the District. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the resignations of Ms. Casey Jensen, Assistant Coach-Girls’ Basketball 

and Ms. Jessica Mangione, Assistant Coach- Swim for the High School. 

 

Mr. Messore announced the retirement of Paula Landry, Teacher Assistant at the Middle School. Mr. 

Messore thanked Ms.Landry for her many years of service. 

 

At 8:34 pm, Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn. Megan Douglas moved and Erika Sevetson 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 5/0 with Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Anna Clancy, 

Patrick McCrann and Erika Sevetson voting in the affirmative. 

 


