
Friday Update 

December 18, 2020 

 

It is very hard to believe that we have almost reached the end of the 1st semester of school.  Our Christmas Break commences today and school will reopen on 

Monday, January 4, 2021.  As this year has been like none other, I again would like to share my grateful appreciation in allowing us to keep school open during 

this pandemic.  Regardless of the learning platform you have chosen, your unwavering trust in our staff has helped us to stay the course. 

 

Health Update 

As of today, Friday, December 18, we have been notified of one (1) new COVID case at Locust School. Per usual procedures, if you have not received 

notification from the District that your child is excluded, please continue to send your child to school.  As shared in earlier Friday Update, we ask that you 

continue to report to the school over the Christmas Break if your child (ren) test positive for COVID-19.  We are keeping very detailed records and must report all 

cases to the McHenry County Department of Health.  For a quick reference, the school numbers are as follows:  

 

Locust School - 815-568-7632 

MCMS - 815-568-5720 

Grant Intermediate - 815-568-7407  

Superintendent’s Cell: 815-690-7258 

 

We will be checking messages throughout the Christmas Break.  If traveling outside of the country a 14 day quarantine is required before student(s) can return to 

in person learning, please contact your student(s) school and update if traveling outside the country.  Please keep all student(s) home if a household member 

has a pending COVID-19 test or has tested positive for COVID- 19.   

 

Snow Days  

In the event of a snow day, the District will be allowed to have all students Remote Learn. As in year’s past, we usually have some notice of snow days and we 

would send home the day before all the necessary packets and electronic equipment for our students to be able to learn from home. As each grade level is 

unique in its learning capacity, teachers will work with their student’s families offering more details should we have a snow day.  

 

Hot Spots 

 In order for the district to fully anticipate the needs of our families if we have to pivot to 100% Remote Learning we want to ensure that we have enough hot 

spots. Please email Mr. Brad Breakfield-- bbreakfield@marengo165.org if this circumstance relates to you. You would not be issued a hot spot unless we pivot to 

100% Remote Learning. 

 

Personal Message 

For many of us, this Christmas holiday will more than likely be closer to home. I try to always find the silver lining –so instead of thinking of this as a “bah 

humbug”—let’s make it about “family”.  Maybe carve out some time by watching some classic movies like White Christmas, Christmas in Connecticut, Bells of St 

Mary’s, The Bishop’s Wife, Holiday Inn, and my all-time favorite It’s a Wonderful Life!  Or put on some family friendly movies like Second Hand Lions, The 

Sandlot, Little Women, or Anne of Green Gables.  Card games are also a great way to engage in family activites—so deal out a hand of Crazy 8’s or Kings in the 

Corner.  I am sure you are getting the gist!  Family time is forever and what better way to end 2020 than with a big bowl of popcorn and a friendly game of UNO!   

 

So stay well and we will chat again in 2021! 

 

Lea Damisch-Superintendent of Schools 


