
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 18, 2020 (UPDATES ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW) 

 

To The Depew School Community; 

 

As you are aware through my recent communications, the Depew School-Community is still within an 

orange micro-cluster zone. After a recent change in the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) 

guidance for schools, under an orange zone designation, schools have two options; to go fully remote or to 

remain open with mandatory random testing of 20% of our in-person students, teachers, and staff over a 

period of 30-days, but no more than 10% bi-weekly. 

 

In order to return to our Hybrid Learning Model, we will be activating our COVID-19 testing plan on 

Monday, January 4, 2021.  Please remember, our Hybrid Learning Model is the same model that we were 

in on Friday, November 20th with students with the last names beginning with A thru L attending school on 

Mondays and Thursdays and students with last names beginning with M thru Z participating in Remote 

Learning; then students with the last names beginning with M thru Z attending school on Tuesdays and 

Fridays and students with last names beginning with A thru L participating in Remote Learning.  

Wednesdays will be remote learning days for all and diverse learners will attend face to face each day.  To 

execute our testing plan, we have collaborated with both the Erie County Department of Health and 

HealthWorks WNY.  This has now allowed us to order and administer the BinaxNOW testing cards. 

 

You may recall that we currently have approximately 1,880 faculty, staff and students that come on to 

campus for in-person learning.  Therefore, 20% of that total would mean that we would need to randomly 

test approximately 376 people over 30 days, but no more that 10% bi-weekly.  If we do not receive a high 

enough percentage of our in-person students and staff testing, we will need to stay in our remote learning 

model until our micro-cluster designation is lifted.  Currently, we have approximately 825 individuals, who 

have consented to the random testing.  We are committed to reopening our schools and ask for your support 

to help us meet these requirements.  Students and staff members do have the right to refuse testing and will 

NOT be excluded from attending school on campus.   

 

The decision to remain in our Remote Learning Environment until after the Winter Recess, was out of an 

abundance of caution for our Depew Family and in consideration of the following key factors:  

 The high positivity rate throughout Erie County;  

 The concern of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus and then having to quarantine away from 

family members over the Winter Recess;  

 A concern of the inconsistency of learning, if we would reopen now and then just have to pivot to 

full remote learning again;  

 The fact that everyone is in a routine right now in the Remote Learning Environment and students 

would only end up getting a total of three (3) face to face instructional days with their teachers 

until the Winter Recess; and  

 Finally, the lack of substitutes needed for coverage when quarantining is required to happen.     

 

As our return to in-person instruction is planned for Monday, January 4, 2021, I think that it is important 

to reflect on our success thus far. We did have 13 positive COVID cases reported of individuals who were 

here on campus since September. However, I am pleased to be able to report that none of these cases, 

according to the Contact Tracers, were identified as transmissions of the virus here in school. The data has 

certainly demonstrated that schools are one of the safest places for children and adults to be. Our reopening 

 

 

 



 
 

plan, mitigation strategies and our school-community partnership have proven effective. This 

understanding, along with the recommendations from the health and education experts from around the 

world, who recognize the vital importance of having our children in school, is giving us this opportunity 

and confidence in bringing our students back as soon as possible. 

 

In fact, the ECDOH recently updated its guidance for quarantining for proximate/classroom contacts in 

school settings. This update removes the “60-minute” guidance.  Their decision to do this was based on 

three months and hundreds of case investigations within schools, which have shown that student-to-student 

transmission, is incredibly rare.  Contact tracers will continue to make decisions on quarantining classroom 

contacts according to the NYSDOH definition of a close contact, within 6 feet for 10 minutes or more. 

Contact tracers, through case investigations, may also place people in quarantine based on other factors, 

including duration of contact, proximity, and presence of COVID symptoms. 

 

We currently have our supply of the BinaxNOW testing cards.  These tests will be administered by our 

school nurses and other trained individuals, under the ECDOH’s Limited Service Laboratory Registration 

with the NYSDOH at no cost to you.  Results take 15 minutes and you will only be notified if your test was 

positive within 30 minutes.  This is NOT the invasive test that is inserted deep into the nasal cavity.  I have 

attached a video that demonstrates the administration of the test for your review: 

https://youtu.be/h5dRjdLVAPM.  

 

The COVID-19 Drive Thru Testing will be conducted at the Depew Schools Transportation Department. 

(Please see the Attached UPDATED Depew Union Free School District COVID-19 Drive Thru Testing 

Plan)  The anticipated start date is Monday, January 4, 2021. Those individuals who have consented to 

testing will be notified on which date to report to the testing site.  If the date is inconvenient for you, you 

can contact your school nurse and attend on a different date and time.  The voluntary random testing will be 

conducted over a four-week period of time on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 4pm to 7pm 

and on Wednesdays, testing will occur from 9am to 6pm.  Specific dates and times for testing will be based 

on the beginning letter of your last name. Week 1 (Last Names from A to N) will be from Monday, January 

4th thru Friday, January 8th and Week 3 (Last Names from O to Z) will be from Tuesday, January 19th thru 

Friday, January 22nd.  On the Second and Fourth Wednesdays, testing will occur by appointment only from 

9am to 3pm.  We are required to report testing results to the Department of Health, just as any physician's 

office would. Testing results will remain strictly confidential.  

 

Please take time to consider the information provided above, and participating in the random COVID-19 

testing.  For parents, please note that you may give permission to one or more of your children, and decline 

testing for others.  The Active Consent Form can be access here: COVID-19 Testing Consent Form.  If 

your child(ren) are already in a remote learning setting, you will not be required to respond to the Active 

Consent Form.  Once again, we are planning to re-open on Monday, January 4, 2021, but are prepared to 

seamlessly shift back to fully remote instruction should we need to. Since things have been changing 

rapidly, I urge all Depew families to always be prepared for any child care needs. Here is one 

resource: Virtual Learning Support Centers. 

 

I know that these are challenging times, and that this decision may be a difficult one to make.  Please know 

that, either way, we respect your decision.  Remain vigilant in social distancing, mask wearing, and hand 

washing. If you have any questions, please contact my office directly at 686-5104 or any school 

administrator or nurse.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Depew Union Free School District 

https://youtu.be/h5dRjdLVAPM
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1YoucL8lPFys9nqsod7uer4Zlv7UGM4KIYCPUFMOqdWs/edit?ts=5fb41202&gxids=7757
https://www2.erie.gov/socialservices/sites/www2.erie.gov.socialservices/files/uploads/pdfs/VLSC-guide.pdf

