
 

 

Date: December 16th, 2020 

 

RE: Updated State Guidance for COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

This afternoon Governor Inslee, OSPI, and DOH updated the K-12 Decision Tree which establishes state 

recommendations for returning students to school. Before getting into the recent changes, our county Public Health can 

issue their own guidance as they did earlier this school year which allowed schools in our county to return students 

earlier than the state guidance. Morton School District will continue to connect and work with Lewis County Public 

Health on their guidance in order for us to safely return more students to school. 

 

The largest change to the state guidance is summarized in the chart that follows this message. Here is a list of the 

changes: 

● The high category is changed from being over 75 new cases per 100,000 in the last 14 days to over 350 new 

cases per 100,000 in the last 14 days.  

○ While in the high category hybrid learning is still the modality of learning. 

○ Exceptions are expanded to those who are furthest from educational justice.  

● Moderate is changed to a range of 50 to 350 new cases per 100,000 in the last 14 days. 

○ Once we reach the moderate level our elementary and middle school students may move from hybrid 

modality to fully in-person for these grades. 

○ As the number of new cases reaches a number below 200 per 100,000 in the last 14 days a school may 

add high school students to full in-person. 

● The low category is changed from 25 to 50 new cases per 100,000 in the last 14 days. 

○ Full in-person learning for all students. 

 

What does this mean for Morton now? 

 

First, our numbers per 100,000 in the last 14 days as of the date of publication is still high. Our county is currently at 

498.2. However, it was not too long ago that our numbers were much lower. If we as a county can lower our number 

then we can soon return our kids to more in-person learning. 

 

A change that will take place during the winter break is that the building administration will begin to look at the student 

population and make determinations as to who meets the criteria of ‘furthest from educational justice.’ Students who 

meet this requirement may begin more in-person learning beginning January 4th when invited from their building 

administration.  

 

The Morton School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinator/ADA 
Coordinator/Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator and Superintendent John Hannah, 152 Westlake Avenue, Morton, WA, 98356, 360-496-5300, jhannah@morton.k12.wa.us, 
or Section 504 Coordinator Becky Brooks, 152 Westlake Avenue, Morton, WA, 98356, 360-496-5137, bbrooks@morton.k12.wa.us. 

 

Every Student Matters, Every Moment Counts 
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We will continue to watch the county numbers and make further announcements as to changes that may occur to the 

educational modality. As a district, we urge all in our county to take the steps necessary to lower our numbers so kids 

can be on-site and learning with their teachers and peers.  

 

As for athletics, we will be waiting for further guidance from the Governor or the county to guide our actions. The only 

current guidance for athletics either comes from the Governor or is based on the Governor’s proclamations. Our county 

could issue their own guidance as well, yet this is a step they have not taken up to this point.  

 

For the remainder of this month and for the immediate future our current hybrid models will continue as is.  

 

 


