December 2020

FFA Greenery and Fruit Sale by Hannah Case, 20-21 FFA Sr. Reporter

Upcoming Events
December 24-January 1
Holiday Recess
School Closed
January 4
School Reopens
January 11
Early Release Day
Grades K-5 11:30 am
Grades 6-12 11:45 am
BOE Meeting
6:00 pm MS/HS Library
January 18
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
School Closed
January 25
Early Release Day
Grades K-5 11:30 am
Grades 6-12 11:45 am
January 28 & January 29
Regents Cancelled
Regular Day Grades K-12

The Greenville FFA Chapter recently had their annual FFA greenery and fruit
sale. They made and sold many wreaths, kissing balls, small and large gnomes,
centerpieces, swags, roping, and mini boxwood trees. The students worked hard
for two and a half weeks to put together and decorate all of the pieces. In the
end, students made everything for pre-orders as well as some extra pieces for the
sale. The FFA Open House was on December 12, 2020.
The FFA would like to thank everyone for purchasing greenery and fruit. Your
support makes it possible for the chapter to thrive. See you at next year's sale.
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20-21 FFA Officer Elections by John Gairrusso, III 20-21 Sr. FFA Reporter
The Greenville Senior FFA recently held officer elections. Officer elections looked a little different this year due to
COVID-19. Everybody who wanted to run for an officer position had to submit a 3 - 5 minute video to say what office
they wanted to run for and answer a couple of questions. The videos were sent to a nominating committee who reviewed
the videos and made the decision regarding who would hold what office. A special thank you to Mrs. Fritze, Mrs.
Statham, and Mr. Morelli for serving on this year's nominating committee! They did a great job!
The new 2020-2021 Senior FFA Officers are as follows:
President

-

Marissa Wilber

Vice President -

Katriana Corbett

Secretaries

-

Courtney Taibi and Aurora Gandolfo

Treasurers

-

Shea Landversicht and Keira Baitsholts

Reporters

-

John Giarrusso III and Hannah Case

Sentinels

-

Sawyer Peak and Eric Heath

Student Advisors -

Hunter Smigel and Jordan Landversicht

Historian

Carmela Bucci

-

Parliamentarian -

Gia Quintana

Congratulations to everyone! The new team of officers are excited and looking forward to whatever new adventures this
year holds.

Jr. FFA News by Maggie Taibi, 20-21 Jr. FFA reporter
The Greenville Jr. FFA Chapter is off to a great start this school year. They have been holding meetings both in person
and virtually. Many new and returning members have been doing a great job. The Jr. FFA just conducted their officer
elections and the officer results are as follows:
President

-

Hailie Lounsbury

Vice President -

Carrie Flannery

Secretary

-

Grace Donlon

Treasurer

-

Bristol Duncan

Reporter

-

Maggie Taibi

Sentinel

-

John VanWagenen

Student Advisor-

Ava Gandolfo

Historian

Kalina Donlan

-

Parliamentarian -

Alannah McDonald-Katz

Congratulations to all of our new Junior FFA Officers!
Students volunteered after school to create beautiful wreaths, centerpieces and FFA gnomes to sell at the yearly
Greenery and Fruit Sale fundraiser.
Thank you to everyone for their support; we had a great turnout this past weekend at the open house.
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PJ & Toy Drive A Huge Success
by Anthony Zhang, MS Student Council Secretary

The 17th Annual PJ and Toy Drive was a
complete success. The students in Middle
School and High School Student Councils were
able to provide lovely gifts for 17 families.
There were a total of 35 children who received
pajamas and a toy. Along with that, each of the
17 families received a $35 gift card to Tops
Market. Special thanks to Cassidy and Collin
Augstein, and Benjamin Gorneau for helping
Ms. Lochner deliver the toys to the food pantry
on December 9th. Thank you to Ms. Augstein,
Ms. Bucci, Ms. Mastrantuono, and Ms. Snyder
for their help as well.

Warming Gifts for the Elderly and Veterans
by Anthony Zhang, MS Student Council Secretary

The Dove soap and sock drive was a success! These items were delivered to St.
John’s Church this past weekend and will then be handed out in nursing homes and
the veteran's hospital. As of December 10th, the student councils have collected
313 pairs of socks and 393 bars of Dove Soap. Thank you to all who donated to
this worthwhile cause.
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High School Musicians on the Airwaves by Johnathan Meredith
For the second year in a row, the high school chorus and music technology students have collaborated with Buy in
Greene to produce their holiday video and radio advertising. The ad has been live on social media since November,
and is airing on local radio (WRIP and The Cat). The students recorded backing vocals and some instrumental parts
for this year's ad - a reworking of "The Christmas Song." Each musician recorded their parts independently at home.
The music tech class added some instrument parts, and mixed the vocal tracks. Finally, Mark from the ad agency sang
the lead vocal with the students' backing track. A huge "thank you" to the GCS students for their outstanding work!
HS Chorus Singers (vocals):


Cassidy Augstein

Music Tech Students
(editing, mixing, drums):



Guinevere Brickman



Michael Costello



Carmela Bucci



Clara De Long



Emma Cardamone



Scott Duncan



Clara De Long



Brianna Haggerty



Brianna Haggerty



Maeve Lampman



Tess Herwick



Matt Ramos



Micah Hubicki



Kyle Thompson



Olivia Robie



Cathy Semaska



Courtney Taibi



Kyle Thompson
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Ms Herwick’s Class Counts Down to Christmas by Denise Herwick
Ms. Herwick's class had fun creating patterned chain links for our Countdown to Christmas Bells! We wish everyone a
safe, happy holiday vacation!
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MS/HS Library - Remote Reach Out by Nancy Lockwood
The MS/HS Library has been reaching out to fully remote learners with no access to the school library. During the
past two months, all remote students were sent a form to fill out asking if they would like to receive a bag of books
to 'unwrap' and keep. Of the many students who answered, about a dozen bags of books have been picked up so far,
with more to come. We are happy to keep them reading!

Food Service
Mrs. Ballard’s food service cart is a festive site as she merrily
delivers lunches to hungry boys and girls. Snacks are also available
for purchase. We want to thank all of the GCSD food service
workers for their hard work. They have helped to make sure that our
students are well fed during these difficult times. Free meals are
available to all in person and remote Greenville CSD students on
school days, now through 06/24/21.
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Nurses’ Corner
Reminders from your MS/HS Nurses:


Remember the best way to enjoy the holidays is to be healthy. Keep yourself hydrated and well
rested.



Get your flu shot if you haven’t done so already.



Hugs & Kisses? If you are feeling like you may be coming down with something, do your
family members a favor and don’t offer a hug or kiss, just say, “I love you.”



Remember to practice good handwashing. Cough and sneeze away from the people who are near you. Don’t
share your germs.

We wish you ALL the best of the holidays, health and hope for the New Year.
Karen Gardiner, RN & Deb Mackey, RN
Middle/High School Nurses
PS: Remember if you get a physical, please remember to bring a copy to the nurse. Doctors do not automatically
fax a copy to us.

Winter Recess at Ellis by Sally Collins
At the Elementary School students go outside to play in the cold weather. It is important that you send your child to
school dressed with this in mind. Students should wear a hat, coat, mittens or gloves, and boots if necessary. For
safety reasons, students cannot use equipment such as monkey bars while wearing gloves. It is important to send in a
change of clothes for your child, in case their clothes get wet while outside.
If there is snow on the ground, students must have snow pants and boots on to play in it.

Students will continue to remain in their cohorts while outside. For safety reasons, when it is determined by the
Building and Grounds Department that the ground is frozen, the playground equipment will be closed for the season.
When the outside temperature is deemed too cold or the wind chill factor is lower than 20 degrees, the students will
remain inside. Students will typically go outside if the outside temperature is above 20 degrees.
Playing outside at recess is a very important part of a student’s day, so please make sure your child is dressed for
outside play throughout the winter.
Just a reminder, children are required to continue to wear their face mask while outside, a winter scarf does not replace
the mask.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the Elementary Health Office or if you are in need of
winter outerwear for your child please, contact us at 518 966-5070 ext. 320.
Ellen Warga, RN and Sally Collins, RN
Elementary School Nurses
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Greenville Athletic Corner by Denise Wickham
Winter Sports Status
December 14th has been established by Section 2 as the star t date for all “low/moderate risk” winter sports
(bowling, indoor track, gymnastics, skiing & boys swimming & diving). At this time Greenville does not offer any
low/moderate risk winter sports. The Patroon Conference will be starting bowling on December 14th.
Winter “High Risk” Sports Postponed: On 12/11/2020 NYSPHSAA announced the postponement of winter
“high risk” sports (basketball, boys volleyball, cheerleading and wrestling) until authorization is given. No start date
was provided in the announcement. The NYS Department of Health and Governor Cuomo need to approve
participation in “high risk” winter sports. The decision will be based on many factors including the rates of COVID
spread and hospitalizations.

Latest NYSPHSAA Announcement 12/11/2020
NYSPHSAA Announces the Cancellation of All Winter State Championships;
High-Risk Sports Postponed Until Authorization is Provided
Latham, NY -The New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) announces the
cancellation of all 2021 Winter State Championships and the postponement of all high-risk sports until authorization
is granted by state officials. The NYSPHSAA Officers rendered these decisions with input from the NYSPHSAA
membership and the 11 Section Executive Directors.
“When examining the feasibility of Winter State Championships, it became apparent that travel and overnight
accommodations would create a unique challenge for our member schools,” said Dr. Robert Zayas, NYSPHSAA
Executive Director. “At this time, we must prioritize maximizing student participation without a focus on
championship events.”
The Association’s decision to postpone all high-risk sports until authorization is granted was reinforced by the
increase in infection and hospitalization rates across the State. The New York State Department of Health has
determined the following NYSPHSAA-endorsed sports to be high risk: basketball, boys lacrosse, competitive
cheerleading, football, ice hockey, volleyball, and wrestling.
The cancellation of the Winter State Championships (bowling, basketball, boys swimming & diving, competitive
cheerleading, gymnastics, indoor track & field, ice hockey, skiing, and wrestling) addresses membership concerns
associated with increased travel, hotel accommodations, transportation logistics and the planning for meals.
Furthermore, venue capacity limitations and social distancing restrictions make it increasingly difficult to ensure the
safety of student-athletes, coaches, and families.
“As an educator, I am witnessing first-hand the challenges our member schools are facing each day in addressing this
pandemic,” said Julie Bergman, NYSPHSAA President. “It is important we continue listening to the concerns being
expressed by our membership when making decisions impacting interscholastic athletics.”

Low- and moderate-risk regular season sports continue to be permitted. The 2021 NYSPHSAA Spring State
Championships remain scheduled at this time.

What are Low Risk and High Risk Sports
The New York State Department of Health in their ‘Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation’ has classified sports
into three categories.
Lower risk spor ts and r ecr eation activities ar e char acter ized by:


Greatest ability to maintain physical distance and/or be performed individually



Greatest ability to (1) avoid touching of shared equipment, (2) clean and disinfect any equipment between uses by
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Greenville Athletic Corner - continued
different individuals, or (3) not use shared equipment at all
Examples include singles tennis, golf, track & field, and cross country
Moderate risk spor ts and r ecr eation activities ar e char acter ized by:


Limited ability to maintain physical distance and/or be done individually



Limited ability to: (1) avoid touching of shared equipment, (2) clean and disinfect equipment between uses by different
individuals, or (3) not use shared equipment at all
Examples include baseball, softball, soccer, and tennis doubles

Higher risk spor ts and r ecr eation activities ar e char acter ized by:


Least ability to maintain physical distance and/or be done individually



Least ability to: (1) avoid touching of shared equipment, (2) clean and disinfect equipment between uses by different
individuals, or (3) not use shared equipment at all
Examples include basketball, wrestling, cheerleading, and volleyball

Senior Intent to Participate /College Signing
The following Greenville student-athletes have signed or intend to sign to play collegiate athletics. Congratulations
Tess and Melody, this is quite an accomplishment and we know you will make us all proud. Spartan STRONG!
Tess Fitzmaurice will be attending the Univer sity of Albany and
participating on the cross country & track teams. The University of Albany is
a Division I university and is a member of the America East Conference. Tess
is looking to major in early education.
Melody Kappel will be attending Ithaca College and par ticipating on the
softball team. Ithaca College is a Division III college and is a member of the
Liberty League and the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC). Melody
will be entering college as “exploratory” until she finds her career path.

*Please have athletes report signings to the Director of Athletics so a complete list can be developed.
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