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Superintendent’s TEN (10) 
Shout Outs!

As part of my Listening Tour, I have learned there 
is much to shout out praise about here at Galesburg-
Augusta Community Schools. Here are just ten of the 
many:

1. We were able to add a fourth Kindergarten class 
this year due to a high number of kindergartners.

2. We have grown by 20 students from this time 
last year. We are cautiously optimistic that we are on 
a path of growth.

3. We had several teachers retire and were able to 
fill all those positions with qualified teachers, many 
who came with several years of experience, ready 
to get students learning! We have also invested in 
mentor teachers to support our new teachers and 
keep them committed to G-A!

4. We have added new elective courses at the 
middle and high school levels offering a wider variety 
of opportunities to our students (art and Spanish at 
the middle school; contemporary studies, drama and 
choir at the high school)

5. We have added a new reading program called 
Wonders at the elementary level and have contracted 
Math coaches who will be working with math 
teachers K-12. 

6. We added seven weeks of summer school to 
reduce “summer slide” and a book bus to bring books 
to children in their neighborhoods.

7. As a way to monitor and respond to the reading 
and math growth of all our students, we are now 
utilizing the nationally developed norm-referenced 
test NWEA MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) 
K-7 and PSAT/SAT 8 - 11. Every student gets a project 
growth from their test in the fall that students and 
staff alike work towards.

8. We now have eleven (11) students enrolled in 
our county’s Early Middle College program and eight 
(8) more high school students who are taking college 
classes through dual enrollment. Five high school 
students are enrolled in the county’s EFA (Education 
for the Arts) and thirty-one (31) are enrolled in EFE 
(Education for Employment) programs throughout 
Kalamazoo County.

9. We have added technology devices to every 
level throughout every building and our teachers 
are engaged with lots of training on how to use 
technology to improve learning.

10. We have Project Lead the Way (science 
engineering and technology class) at the middle 
school and RAM Robotics club at the high school.

Dear Parents, Students, Staff 
and Community Members,

Please let me take this opportunity 
to tell you how grateful I am to be a 
part of the G-A community. In my 
first three months I have received 
outpourings of support from so 
many of you. As I was preparing 
for the superintendent search this 
past August, I heard repeatedly 
what welcoming and supportive 
staff and families we have here 
at G-A. I was not led astray. Your 
sincere desire to have a successful school district 
shows through your words and deeds. At this time 
of year each of us is engaged in  finding the gift or 
gesture that tells someone in our life how much we 
appreciate all that they have done for us throughout 
the year. So let me give thanks to those of you helping 
us educate our students and raise good citizens: 

● Thank you to the numerous volunteers who 
come to our Primary school on a regular basis and 
read or think math with our children and those who 
help manage lunches, recesses, classroom parties and 
field trips. In all the ways that you help us do our jobs 
better by children, we thank you for being involved 
with the education of our youngest students. 

● Thank you to the coaches for the hours of dedication, 
the parents who come out to cheer for their child and his/
her teammates, buy a hot dog or bag of popcorn and 
support our marching band every performance.

● Thank you to the grandmas and grandpas 
who pull out their wallets and support another 
fundraiser, to the parent team members who help 
support our classroom teachers with walk-a-thons, 
dinners, muffins and their time.

● Thank you to the custodians, the bus drivers, 
our lunch staff, our classroom teachers and support 
staff for all you do every day.

● Thank you to our building administrators and 
their secretaries, our central office staff, members 
of our Board of Education and everyone else for 
whom we could not provide a warm and welcoming 
learning environment without, please know you are 
appreciated at this season and always. 

May you smile often as you read this edition of the 
RAM Announcer and appreciate the hard work and 
dedication of our G-A staff. Please know that all of 
us here at G-A, want to wish you and your families 
the best this holiday season.
In education and gratitude,
Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent

Wendy Maynard-
Somers, Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY SCHOOL
315 W. Battle Creek St. Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Shaun Sportel • (269)484-2040

Walk to School
International Walk to School Day is a global event 

that involves communities from more than 40 
countries walking and biking to school on the same 
day. It began in 1997 as a one-day event. Over time, 
this event has become part of a movement for year-
round safe routes to school and a celebration – with 
record breaking participation – each October. 

Mr. Merasco does an excellent job of setting 
this up and organizing the event. Students who 
participated were dropped off at River Oaks Park 
by their parents or from the buses. Then, teachers 
and students gathered and proceeded to walk on the 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trail from River Oaks Park 
to the Primary Building. In all, it was about a mile 
hike. We even continued in the rain!

RAMS TICKETS
This is our third 

year with our district-
wide emphasis on 
RAMS Expectations. 
RAMS stands for 
Respect, Achieve, 
Manage, Succeed. These expectations are posted in 
all areas of our school and are used as a reference 
daily. When students show RAMS expectations, 
they are awarded a RAMS ticket.  Weekly winners 
are chosen every Friday and announced at 2:00. 
Winners receive a certificate, as well as a book or a 
prize from the prize box.  We then have their picture 
taken to be displayed in our main hallway under the 
bulletin board titled “G-A Leaders”.

Education 
for the Arts

Students in grades 
K-1 are receiving 
m o v e m e n t 
education through 
the Education For 
the Arts Program. 
Referred to as PACE, today students discover the 
differences between strong-light movements and fast 
and slow movements. Thank you Ms. Traci Soule and 
Education for the Arts for this great opportunity. 

GA High 
School 
Marching 
Band

On September 29, the 
G-A Ram Marching 
Band visited the primary school and performed their 
2017 halftime show, "I Love the 60's." All students 
involved had a great time and the enthusiasm of all 
was seen and heard through the clapping along, 
smiles, and comments made after the performance. 
Special points of interest included the color guard, 
baton twirler, the tubas, the trumpets, and the school 
song at the end. This is the 2nd annual visit by the 
marching band and the music department hopes to 
make it a yearly tradition! Thanks to Miss Brummel, 
Mr. Walker, Mr. Sportel, Mrs. Robinson, and the GA 
Band Boosters for making this visit possible! Go Rams!
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Summer 
Reading

Every student in 
grades Pre-K through 
3rd grade received 
three books mailed to 
them throughout the 
summer to enjoy and promote the love of reading.   
Before the students left for the summer, each student 
was able to choose three books that they would like 
to have at home. With the help of KRESA, Eaton, and 
the United Way, we were able to mail these books to 
all students as well as provide them with a postcard 
to be mailed back that asks the students to write or 
draw three things that happened in the story. These 
postcards were then entered into a drawing that 
included: 8 Kindle Fires, which include 1 year of 
Amazon FreeTime Unlimited, four $100-dollar gift 
cards to Bookbug, and many books to give away as 
prizes.

Adults for Galesburg-Augusta Kids (AFGAK) is a 
group of adults interested in improving the primary 
school experience and providing educational 
opportunities otherwise unavailable to the G-A 
Primary children. 

This group of dedicated parents and community 
members runs a Walk-A-Thon every year as one of 
its major fundraising events. Students, teachers, and 
community members walk the track throughout 
the day to earn money for our school.  This year 
was a little chilly in the morning, but it ended up 
a beautiful day to listen to music and walk around 
the track.  All students Pre-K through 4th grade as 
well as their teachers and guests participated in this 
event. 

If you would like more information on how you can 
help out our PTO, please visit their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
GA.AFGAK/ or email them 
at ga.afgak@gmail.com.

Fire Station and 
Fire Safety 

Every year, as part of Fire 
Safety Week, the second 
and third grade classes 
take a walking field trip 
to the local fire station. We 
learned about what to do in case we are ever in a 
fire, how to check our smoke alarms, how to check 
if a door is hot during a fire, and what a firefighter 
looks/sounds like if they have to search for us in 
a fire. We also got to squirt a REAL fire hose, ask 
questions about how a fire truck works, and then 
we got to ride back to school on top of a REAL fire 
truck! It was a great experience.
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

CHILD FIND
The Individual with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) requires all states to have a “comprehensive 
Child Find system” to assure all children who are in 
need of early intervention to special education services 
are located, identified, and referred. Part C of IDEA, 
early intervention, focuses on children aged birth to 
three. If you have a registered Homeschool and suspect 
your child might have a disability please contact:

Early On
(children birth to three years)
Kathy Hollis at 269-250-9649
Pre-primary Evaluation Team
(children three to five years)
Felicia Burnett at 269-250-9670
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools
(children five & up)
Aaron Wright at 269-484-2010 ext. 2017

Galesburg-Augusta Primary School Parent’s Q & A 
The New 3rd Grade Reading Law
Q: What does the law say and why was it written?
A: Michigan has had struggled to raise reading scores 

over the last several years. On the 2015 NAEP (National 
Assessment of Educational Progress) Michigan was 
41st in the nation for 4th grade reading achievement. 

A: So, to boost reading achievement, State of 
Michigan lawmakers passed Public Act 306 in 
October 2016. The law requires that local schools 
provide additional support to any K-3 students who 
are not reading at grade level.  

Q: So will my child be retained in 3rd grade if he/
she is not reading at grade level?

A: The law states that a child may be retained in 3rd 
grade if they are one or more grade levels behind in 
reading at the end of 3rd grade, BUT,

A: Retention does not go into effect until the 2019-
2020 school year.  

Q: Does the law require anything else besides 3rd 
grade retention starting in 2019?

A: Yes. The law requires that starting NOW, each 
district will test all students in grades K-3 and 
determine who may be reading below grade level.  
An Individual Reading Plan must be written for every 
student who is determined to be below grade level.

A: The law requires each district to provide extra 
instruction and support and monitor a student’s 
progress as a result of that additional support.

A: The law requires that there is a Home Plan that 
asks families to read and write outside the school 
day and states that children may be encouraged to 
attend summer reading programs.

Q: So what can I as a parent of a K, 1st, 2nd or 3rd 

grade student expect from G-A Primary in regards 
to the Third Grade Reading Law?

A: G-A Primary School takes great pride in 
meeting the needs of all our individual students. 
With the passing of the Third Grade Reading Law 
comes some new requirements that will help us 
to continue to serve all students in their academic 
growth as learners. 

A: Know that your child’s reading progress will 
be closely monitored. The legislation requires us to 
assess all students three times per year to evaluate 
each child’s reading progress.  The first assessment 
must be administered within thirty days of the 
beginning of the school year.  This is something that 
G-A Primary  has always done and will continue to 

do. Based on the results of this reading assessment, 
your child may be identified as a student who 
would benefit from additional instructional support 
to ensure that he or she reaches his or her maximum 
reading potential. If your child is not reading where 
expected, an Individualized Reading Improvement 
Plan (IRIP) will be developed. This plan is very 
similar to what G-A Primary has been doing the last 
few years: extra instruction or support in areas of 
need and ongoing checks on reading practice.  

A: Here at G-A we are very fortunate to have the 
resources to be able to offer a 50 minute intervention 
block for each grade level. This allows us time during 
the day to offer small group support with researched 
based resources to all students at their academic 
level. We also have the privilege of working closely 
with KRESA as they have supported G-A with 
Literacy Coaches for the last few years.

A: New to GA will be a read at home plan that 
will include training and resources for parents and 
guardians to implement at home. Your support in 
the development of this plan is critical to your child’s 
success. 

Our entire staff looks forward to working with 
parents to ensure every child receives effective 
literacy instruction at each grade level and becomes 
a strong reader. 

We look forward to partnering with you on your 
student's academic journey.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
750 W. Van Buren St., Augusta, MI 49012
Principal: Shana M. Wiese • (269)484-2020

Middle School Construction Update
Phases one, two, and three of renovations have 

been completed. The building looks amazing! Open, 
learning spaces have been created for instructional 
flexibility, and the newly-renovated classrooms 
are bright and inviting. Teachers and students 
have been extremely flexible with regard to their 
teaching / learning spaces and are looking forward 
to even more extraordinary changes. Thank you G-A 
community for supporting the educational needs of 
our kids and for providing us with a great space.

A New Way 
To Explore

Most of you know Mrs. Way 
as the librarian, but this year, 
she is teaching 7th grade ELA 
classes. This year the 7th grade 
English classes will be using 
a wide variety of new tools that integrate the use of 
technology. One of our new favorites is Flipgrid. This 
app/website allows Mrs. Way to post a question or 
topic on a virtual board, and the students respond by 
creating short video clips of themselves. From there, 
students can respond to one another and even other 
classrooms across the globe with whom Mrs.Way has 
partnered. Our first use of Flipgrid was of the students 
introducing themselves and the grids were shown at 
conferences. We will be using Flipgrid to enhance our 
book and story discussions in the near future.

It’s almost time to pre-order your middle 
school yearbook. Sales will begin on 
December 1st. The cost of the soft cover 
yearbook will be $15.00 until March 31st. The 
cost will increase to $18.00 April 1-15 and 
after that, yearbooks will not be available 
to order. Don’t delay! Order your yearbook 
soon!
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Middle School Cross-Country Team Rocks!
The middle school cross-country team had a 

great season. Coach, Chris Thomas, believes that 
the team’s best attributes are the athletes’ support 
of each other and their willingness to put forth 
100 % at all times. They worked extremely hard to 
improve times, setting personal and season-best 
times at the final championship of the year. The 
team represented G-A well, demonstrating superior 
athleticism and positive sportsmanship. The season 
highlights included the girls’ first place finishes at: 
the SAC Jamboree #1, the Mendon Invitational, the 
Schoolcraft Invitational, the SAC Jamboree #2, and 
the SAC Middle School Championship. The G-AMS 
family wants to congratulate these exceptional 
athletes on a job well done!

National Junior 
Honor Society

The National Junior Honor Society 
is a nationally-renowned organization 
established to recognize outstanding 
middle school students. The 
organization’s premise is to honor 
students who have demonstrated 
excellence in the areas of scholarship, 
service, leadership, character, and 
citizenship. An induction ceremony 
was held on November 8, 2017, in the 
middle school media center in celebration of these 
fine, young scholars. Mrs. Sexton, the 2017-2018 
G-AMS National Junior Honor Society adviser, 
along with the entire G-AMS staff, would like to 
congratulate this year’s new members:

Abigail Apsey Morgan Bresson
Allyson Burrill Caliegh Cadwell
Lorena Camarillo Avery Coleman
Emma Dieterman Skye Druba
Lillian Feist Azlynn Breen
David Harris Megan Hubbard
Eric McCallum Ryan McCallum
Cherilynn O’Neil Kathryn Standley
Josie Towery

 A reminder to parents picking their student(s) 
up after school at the middle school:  Please follow 
the line of traffic along the parking lot perimeter to 
the white-lined pick up area near the back entrance. 
Please do NOT park in the lot and wait for your 
student to approach your vehicle. Students should 
only enter a vehicle that is along the white-lined 
area near the building.  The safety of our students is 
of the utmost concern.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL
1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Christie Robinson • (269)484-2010

RamRelief
G-AHS Publications, Student Council, and FCA 

students recently held a fundraiser to benefit a 
high school in Houston that was severely impacted 
by Hurricane Harvey. In total, they raised $1200 
to help purchase supplies, and had 500 pounds of 
school supplies donated by students, families, and 
local businesses. One of the most incredible acts 
of generosity took place Monday morning, Oct. 
30 when Shannon Gregory from TDS Telecom, a local company, showed up to pick up the twenty one 
boxes of donations because TDS Telecom is shipping them for us! This unbelievable act of kindness was 
invaluable, and is going to benefit so many students and staff at Chavez High School. We are so thankful 
for the generosity of this community, especially the folks at TDS, and we wanted to share these examples 
of community outreach with all of you, our community. Thank you all for coming together to make this 
#RamRelief fundraiser such a success! We, literally, could not have done this without the G-A community!

Ruth and Wes Burrill Chapter
of the National Honor Society 
2017 Blood Drive

Our NHS students held their first blood drive of the 
2017-2018 school year on November 3, 2017. We had 93 
donors and gathered 78 units of blood. The event will 
provide blood that could potentially save 234 lives. 
Our next blood drive will 
be mid-winter, the date 
is yet to be set. Please 
contact Ms. MacDonell 
if you are interested in 
scheduling a donation 
appointment.

G-A Art Studios
In our art program, we take 

children’s art ideas seriously. 
Each class starts with a brief 
5-10 minute lesson on a skill, 
artist or art vocabulary. At 
times, artists work on a must-
do challenge to help them learn 
a specific skill. Most of the 
worktime, artists may choose 
to work in a center on a project 
of their own design. Current 
centers available are: drawing, 
painting, collage, sculpture, 
fiber arts and clay.  In our 
studio, artists learn how to self-
motivate, care for art materials, 
explore new media and 
processes, solve problems and express their 
creativity. Please visit the artists’ digital portfolios!
https://teacher4change.com/g-a-digital-portfolios/

Jostens Senior Orders
The representative from Jostens was in the high school 

already this fall taking orders for senior. If your student 
did not submit his/her order for 
Cap and Gown, Announcements, 
and other optional items it’s not 
too late. You can process your 
online order at www.jostens.com

A number of teachers at GAHS have started 
connecting with students and families through the 
digital world. Teachers have started to use: Google 
Classroom, BlackBoard, Digital Portfolios, Weebly, 
and Moodle to name a few. If you are curious what 
your student is learning and/or would like more 
information contact the particular teacher and 
request a link to their site.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Credit Opportunities
GACS believe some students need the 

opportunity to work on classes in a different 
setting than others.  In an attempt to meet the 
needs of students, we have a number of options 
for credit recovery, traditional credits, and high 
school completion.  

Galesburg-Augusta Alternative High School is 
an online based school located on the HS campus 
where students work independently with an in-
class certified teacher as a mentor and guide.

After School Credit Recovery is held two 
afternoons each week for students who may need 
to earn credits. ASCR is held on campus and is 
monitored by a certified teacher as a mentor and 
guide. Students enroll in ASCR each semester 
and are expected to complete at least one course 
during that time.

Summer School is held during the summer 
months in an online format. Students are 
encouraged to work at their own pace and can 
complete multiple courses based on their work 
ethic. SS is monitored by a classroom mentor and 
guide.

Nontraditional Students are welcome to take 
classes through GAAHS. The state of Michigan 
has extended age mandates at the high school 
level.  If you know an adult under the age of 
twenty-two who is looking to complete their 
graduation requirements they may have options. 
If you have questions, contact Christie Robinson 
at the high school office.

COLLEGE MONTH
Throughout October, the seniors at 

G-A worked on college applications, 
scholarships, their FAFSAs, and 
learned all about college or what is beyond Galesburg-
Augusta. At Stepping Beyond Galesburg-Augusta Night, 
Seniors, Juniors, and their parents got a chance to hear 
from Kalamazoo Valley Community College, Western 
Michigan University, Financial Aid, Career Services, 
and the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. Seniors 
and their parents also had the opportunity to come 
in early and work on their FAFSAs with financial aid 
representatives. Through all of this work, we are excited 
to announce that 100% of the senior class has submitted 
at least one college application, 43% have submitted their 
FAFSA, and in total, the senior class has received $769,000 
in institutional aid. This is amazing! Thank you so much 
for all your hard work, and I can’t wait to see what we can 
accomplish by the end of the year.

Ms. Wahla, College Adviser

GAHS-EMC
Galesburg-Augusta High School 

is excited to host our first onsite 
KVCC class as a part of the Early Middle College 
Program. Our retired teacher, Ardis Cook, is now 
an instructor for Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College and the Early Middle College program. 
During second semester she will be hosting the 
class on Comstock’s campus.  If you or someone you 
know would like to enroll in English 110 watch for 
the satellite locations in the course catalog!

Community Assisting Students Anonymously 
The CASA Closet is open for the second year to support 

students! The CASA Closet is designed to provide 
students in need with the basic personal products they 
may need. The Closet is based strictly on donations 
from students, families, churches, local agencies, and 
businesses. If you are interested in donating to the 

closet, contact Ms. Lake, the high 
school counselor, or stop by the high 
school office. There is no greater gift 
than giving to others!

  

2017-2018 Yearbook Information 

Yearbook Ordering 
Link: http://jostensyearbooks.com?REF=A03738500 

Senior Send-Off Ordering 
Link: http://jostensadservice.com?REF=A03738500 

  
Now through February 2, 2018 $53.00  (includes tax) 

All payments need to be submitted by cash or checks made out to 
Galesburg-Augusta High School with “Yearbook” in the memo. 
SENIOR Information: All photos can be submitted now, but actual 
due dates are below:  
Senior Questionnaire is due by January 11, 2018 . 
Baby Picture and Senior Pictures are due by January 11, 2018.  
"Back in the Day" Pictures of seniors are due by January 11, 
2018. These are any group shots you have of our seniors to have 
them considered for this year's yearbook. 
The best method for pictures is to submit them electronically, either 
via email or flash drive. If no digital copy is available, please submit 
the hard copy to Mrs. Hinga and be sure the student name is on the 
back of the photo. 
Questions may be directed to Mrs. Jennifer Hinga 
at hinga@garams.org  
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS
September 22, 2017

Photos by Patti G. Photography

Sophomore Float

Freshman Float

Senior Float

Junior Float

Homecoming Court
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
2017-18

rev. 10-31
  DATE    OPPONENT LEVEL    SITE

Mon. 12-4 Zion Christian JV Home w/girl's JV
Tues. 12-5 Zion Christian Var. Home w/girl's Var
Thurs. 12-7 Constantine JV Home w/girl's JV
Fri. 12-8 Constantine Var. Away w/girl's Var
Tues. 12-12 Gobles JV/Var Home
Thurs. 12-14 Lawrence JV Home w/girl's JV
Fri. 12-15 Lawrence Var. Away w/girl's Var
Tues. 12-19 Hackett JV/Var Away
Thurs. 1-4 K-Christian JV Away w/girl's JV
Fri. 1-5 K-Christian Var. Home w/girl's Var
Tues. 1-9 Maple Valley JV/Var Home
Thurs. 1-11 Schoolcraft JV Home w/girl's JV
Fri. 1-12 Schoolcraft Var. Away w/girl's Var
Tues. 1-16 Lawton JV/Var Away
Thurs.1-18 Delton JV Away w/girl's JV
Fri. 1-19 Delton Var. Home w/girl's Var H.O.F.
Mon. 1-22 Climax-Scotts JV Home w/boy's JV
Tues. 1-23 Climax-Scotts Var. Away w/boy's Var
Thurs. 1-25 Constantine JV Away w/girl's JV
Fri. 1-26 Constantine Var. Home w/boy's Var
Thurs. 2-1 Lawrence JV Away w/girl's JV
Fri. 2-2 Lawrence Var Home w/girl's Var Snowcoming
Tues. 2-6 Hackett JV/Var Home
Thurs. 2-8 K-Christian JV Home w/girl's JV
Fri. 2-9 K-Christian Var Away w/girl's Var
Mon. 2-12 Mich. Lutheran JV/Var Away 6 p.m. *
Thurs. 2-15 Schoolcraft JV Away w/girl's JV
Fri. 2-16 Schoolcraft Var Home w/girl's Var
Tues. 2-20 Lawton JV/Var Home
Thurs. 2-22 Delton JV Home w/girl's JV
Fri. 2-23 Delton Var Away w/girl's Var
Thurs. 3-1 Martin JV/Var Away
March 5-9 Districts at Gobles Var. Away

Tuesday JV games start at 5:30 p.m. and Thursday JV games start 15 minutes
afer the conclusion of the girl's JV game (approximately 7 p.m.)

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA GIRL'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
2017-18

rev. 10-31
  DATE    OPPONENT LEVEL    SITE rev. 10-31

Tues. 11-28 Maple Valley JV/Var Away girl's only
Fri. 12-1 Martin JV/Var Home girl's only
Mon. 12-4 Zion Christian JV Home w/boy's JV
Tues. 12-5 Zion Christian Var. Home w/boy's Var
Thurs. 12-7 Constantine JV Home w/boy's JV
Fri. 12-8 Constantine Var. Away w/boy's Var
Tues. 12-12 Gobles JV/Var Away
Thurs. 12-14 Lawrence JV Home w/boy's JV
Fri. 12-15 Lawrence Var. Away w/boy's Var
Tues. 12-19 Hackett JV/Var Home
Thurs. 1-4 K-Christian JV Away w/boy's JV
Fri. 1-5 K-Christian Var. Home w/boy's Var
Tues. 1-9 OPEN
Thurs. 1-11 Schoolcraft JV Home w/boy's JV
Fri. 1-12 Schoolcraft Var. Away w/boy's Var
Tues. 1-16 Lawton JV/Var Home
Thurs.1-18 Delton JV Away w/boy's JV
Fri. 1-19 Delton Var. Home w/boy's Var
Mon. 1-22 Climax-Scotts JV Home w/boy's JV
Tues. 1-23 Climax-Scotts Var. Away w/boy's Var
Thurs. 1-25 Constantine JV Away w/boy's JV
Fri. 1-26 Constantine Var. Home w/boy's Var
Tues. 1-30 Sturgis JV/Var Home
Thurs. 2-1 Lawrence JV Away w/boy's JV
Fri. 2-2 Lawrence Var Home w/boy's Var
Tues. 2-6 Hackett JV/Var Away
Thurs. 2-8 K-Christian JV Home w/boy's JV
Fri. 2-9 K-Christian Var Away w/boy's Var
Tues. 2-13 OPEN
Thurs. 2-15 Schoolcraft JV Away w/boy's JV
Fri. 2-16 Schoolcraft Var Home w/boy's Var
Tues. 2-20 Lawton JV/Var Away
Thurs. 2-22 Delton JV Home w/boy's JV
Fri. 2-23 Delton Var Away w/boy's Var
2-26/3-2 Districts at Hackett Var. Away

JV Games: Tuesday and Thursday's at 5:30 p.m.
Varsity Games: Tuesday's at approximately 7 p.m. (after the girl's JV game)

and Friday's at 6 p.m.

       GALESBURG-AUGUSTA WRESTLING SCEHDULE
           2017-18

rev. 10-3-17

     DATE       OPPONENT SITE TIME

Sat. 12-9 G-A Tournament Home 9 a.m.

Sat. 12-16 Eau Claire Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Wed. 12-13 S.A.C. Double Dual at Lawton Away 6 p.m.

 vs. Coloma and Watervliet

Wed.12-20 S.A.C. Double Dual at G-A Home 6 p.m.

vs. Martin and Delton-Kellogg

Fri. 12-29 Climax-Scotts Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Sat. 1-6 Gobles Tournament Away TBD

Wed. 1-10 S.A.C. Double Dual at Gobles Away 6 p.m.

 vs. Gobles and Fennville

Sat. 1-13 Mendon Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Sat. 1-20 Marcellus Tournament Away TBD

Wed. 1-17 S.A.C. Double Dual at Lawrence Away 6 p.m.
 vs. Lawrence and Lawton

Wed. 1-24 S.A.C. Double Dual at Constantine Away 6 p.m.

vs. Schoolcraft and Constantine

Fri. 1-26 Comstock Tournament Away 4 p.m.

Mon. 1-29 SAC make up date

Sat. 2-3 SAC Tournament at Coloma Away TBD

Thurs. 2-8 Team Districts at Martin Away TBD

Sat. 2-10 Individual Districts at Bloomingdale Away TBD

Wed. 2-14 Team Regionals (site TBD) Away TBD

Sat. 2-17 Individual Regionals (site TBD) Away TBD

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S 
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA GIRL'S 
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA 
WRESTLING SCHEDULE 2017-18

GO 
RAM

S!
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH 
SCHOOL ATHLETIC HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEES

Galesburg-Augusta High School will be inducting 
into its Athletic Hall of Fame the Class of 2018 in 
ceremonies being held at the high school on January 
19 and 20, 2018. On the 19th the new inductees will be 
introduced between the varsity basketball games in 
the high school gym. On the 20th they will be formally 
inducted into the Hall of Fame at a luncheon held in 
the high school cafeteria at 12:00 noon. The public is 
invited to attend one or both events. Tickets for the 
luncheon can be reserved by calling Dale Martin at 
269-665-4443. Reservations must be made by January 
17.

This year’s class includes three individual athletes, 
Lori Garrett, Carrie Goodrich Simpson and Tatiana 
Tkachuk Curtiss and two teams, the 1966 Boy’s Tennis 
Team and the 2008 Girl’s Basketball 
Team.

Lori Garrett was a 1982 G-A 
graduate. She earned 12 varsity 
letters. She was a four year starter 
on the volleyball team earning All-
KVA honors as a junior and senior. 
Lori was a four year starter on the 
basketball team earning All-KVA 
honors as a senior. A four year 
starter on the softball team, Lori was a two way threat 
as a pitcher and hitter. In her junior year, she pitched 
all but two innings. She batted .571 her senior year and 
recorded 4 no-hitters. Two of them came in a double 
header sweep of Springfield and the other two came in 
the district tournament. Her two year pitching record 
was 30 and 8. Lori was a three time All-KVA selection.

After graduation Lori attended KVCC where she 
played softball. Lori returned to G-A as an assistant 
volleyball coach at both the junior varsity and varsity 
levels in 1983-84. From 1984 through 1993 she coached 
softball at G-A at both junior varsity and varsity levels.

Lori has been employed at the Pfizer Co. for over 30 
years and is still active in sports, mainly golf.

Carrie Goodrich Simpson graduated from G-A in 
1998. She earned four varsity letters with one in tennis 

and three in volleyball. After her 
freshman year, she decided to put all 
of her efforts into volleyball. She was 
G-A’s M.V.P. as a junior and senior 
and earned All-KVA 1st Team honors 
each year. She also earned All-Area, 
All-Region and All-State Honorable 
Mention honors as a senior. In 1998, 
Carrie was on the All-Tournament 
Team at the National Volleyball Championships in 
Denver, CO. She was a state finalist for the M.H.S.A.A. 
Scholar Athlete and the Wendy’s H.S. Heisman Award. 

Carrie was the class Valedictorian and earned 
13 academic awards in 1998 including Academic 
All-State, All-American Scholar and President’s 
Outstanding Academic Achievement Award. 

Carrie was the first female athlete from G-A to earn a 
full-ride scholarship to a Division I college. She chose 
Valparaiso University because of its engineering 
program. Playing volleyball in the Mid-Continent 
Conference, she earned player of the week honors 
once and made the All-Conference Team and the All-
Conference Tournament Team as both a junior and 
senior. Carrie was Valparaiso’s M.V.P., Team Captain 
and Female Student Athlete of the Year in 2001.

Carrie graduated from Valparaiso with her B.S. 
degree in Engineering in 2002. She was on the Dean’s 
List all four years. She earned her M.S. degree from 
North Carolina University in 2009. Today she is a 
Highway Traffic Safety Engineer in North Carolina.

Tatiana Tkachuk Curtiss was a 
2000 G-A graduate. Her academic 
achievements include being the 
class salutatorian, National Honor 
Society, DAR Good Citizen and 
Michigan Competitive Scholarship.

Tatiana earned four varsity letters. 
She set a new school record in the 
3200 m. run as a freshman (13:19.01). 

After her sophomore year in volleyball, she realized 
she wanted to put all of her efforts into the sport. She 
gave up track and used the time to hone her volleyball 
skills. The decision paid off as she was G-A’s most 
improved player, All-KVA and All-Region her junior 
year. She was voted a captain in her senior year and 
again made the All-KVA and All-Region Teams as 
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

well as making the All-State Third Team. Other 
Athletic awards earned include M.H.S.A.A. Scholar-
Athlete Award, Wendy’s High School Heisman 
Nominee, Detroit Free Press Scholar-Athlete, U.S. 
Army Reserve National Scholar-Athlete Award and 
the Michigan Interscholastic Volleyball Coaches 
Association All-Academic Award.

Tatiana was the second G-A female athlete to earn 
a scholarship to a Division I college. She attended 
Liberty University. She was a four year player 
and was named to the Big South Conference All-
Academic Team in 2002, the Big South Conference 
All-Tournament Team in 2003 and the Big South 
Conference Presidential Honor roll all 4 years. She was 
named Tri-captain of the team in 2003. She received 
the Rock/Mack Rivera Award as Liberty University’s 
highest combined athletic/academic student in 2004.

Tatiana graduated with a B.S. Degree in 2004. 
She graduated Magna Cum Laude having made 
the Dean’s List all 8 semesters. She was named the 
Psychology Student of the Year in 2004. 

Tatiana attended Grand Valley State University from 
2008 to 2010 where she earned her Master’s Degree 
in School Counseling. She is currently employed as a 
school counselor at Vicksburg Middle School.

The 1966 Rams tennis team finished the season with 
a 17-0 record in dual matches.

Since the consolidation of Galesburg and Augusta 
Schools in 1951, the Galesburg-Augusta Rams have 
held a stranglehold on the K.V.A. tennis title. In 1966 
the Rams won the title for the 16th straight year. 
Fred Mills made the singles finals where he lost to 
Comstock’s Terry Lewis. In doubles competition the 
Rams had two teams in the finals. Tom Wilson and 
Greg Townsend upset teammates Greg Wilson and 
Jeff Jennings.

The Rams won the class “C-D” Regional title for the 14th 
time in 16 seasons. The singles finals featured two Ram 

netters, Jeff Jennings 
and Wayne Roelof. 
Jeff took the title in a 
three set marathon. 
The doubles finals 
also featured two 
Ram tandems, Tom 
Wilson and Greg 

Townsend vs. Fred Mills and Greg Wilson. Fred and 
Greg took the title and G-A would be sending two 
singles players and two doubles teams on to the State 
tournament. 

At the State tournament Jeff Jennings made it to the 
semi-finals where he lost to Bruce Barit of Grosse Pointe. 
In doubles play, Tom Wilson and Greg Townsend lost in 
the semi-finals to Wright and Mallory of Grosse Pointe. 
Greg Wilson and Fred Mills made it to the finals where 
they lost a three set, 35 game marathon match to Wright 
and Mallory. The final score found the Rams losing the 
State title to Grosse Pointe by 1 point, 6 ½ to 5 ½.

For the 2008 Girls 
Basketball team the 
season had many 
ups and downs. 
First, there was the 
seven game winning 
streak early in the 
season. Another modest four game winning streak 
was ended by Parchment. That loss also took the girls 
out of contention for the KVA League championship. 
Now the focus of the teams was “one game at a time”. 
A win at Maple Valley and a loss to Olivet ended the 
regular season with the team posting a 15 and 5 record. 

All attention was now on the district tournament. 
A two point win over Lawton followed by a 22 point 
win over Hackett put G-A into the finals against 
Schoolcraft. It took double overtime for the Rams 
to secure a 47 to 43 victory and a district title. In the 
Regionals, G-A beat Constantine by 4 and Athens 
by 2 to secure the Regional title. The quarterfinals 
matchup with Dansville was easier as the Rams won 
by 16. In the semi-finals the Rams hit a jumper with 
4.3 seconds to play giving G-A a 39 to 37 win over 
Allen Park Cabrini. In the State Finals the Rams went 
up against Saginaw Nouvel. The Lady Rams fell 
behind early in the game and Nouvel never let up 
sending G-A to defeat 73 to 42. 

Despite the disappointment of losing in the 
State finals, the girls left behind some impressive 
achievements. They set school records for regular 
season wins with 15 and overall season records with 
22. They were the first G-A girls’ team to win a district, 
regional, quarterfinal and semifinal title and they 
were the first team to play for a state championship.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

G-AHS Girls’ Cross Country 
State Finals Qualifiers

Congratula t ions 
to Lauryn Coleman, 
Aubree Sedore, and 
Jacey Orr for their 
5th, 8th, and 10th place 
finishes respectively. 
Their top 10 finishes 
qualified them for the 
M.H.S.A.A. Division 3 
State Finals that took 
place on Saturday, 
November 4th at 
Michigan International 
Speedway. Nice job 
ladies!!

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA 
SPORTS BOOSTERS NEWS

G-A Sports Boosters will be serving our athletes with 
$5,100 this year. These monies are divided up amongst 
the teams, including our middle school athletes. 
Some of the athletes will receive new uniforms, new 
equipment, attend skill camps, and more.

Our most recent and first time fundraiser was a 
success, thanks to all of you! We held a gently used shoe 
fundraiser. The shoes will be cleaned, repaired, and sent 
to those in need by an organization out of Florida.

Remember, you are all Boosters - unlike other 
school districts, you don't have to pay to be a Booster!  
We meet monthly in at our GAHS cafeteria. Please 
follow us on Facebook (Galesburg Augusta Sports 
Boosters) to stay up to date with meetings and 
further information.

GO RAMS!!

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA 
MARCHING BAND

HAS SUCCESSFUL MARCHING SEASON
Congratulations to the Galesburg-Augusta 

Marching Band on a 
successful marching 
season this fall! The 
band performed its 2017 
halftime show "I Love the 
60s" at all home varsity 
football games, the 
Battle Creek Marching 
Band Invitational, the 
Vicksburg Marching 
Band Invitational, and 
MSBOA Marching Band 
Festival. The G-A Band 
concluded its season 
by achieving a Division 
1 rating at MSBOA 
Marching Band Festival 
on October 11.

BAND CONCERT DATES:
Wednesday, December 13 HS & 7/8 Holiday Concert (7 pm, HS gym)
Thursday, March 8 6th Grade Concert (7 pm, MS Auditorium pending construction)
Wednesday, May 9 Middle School Spring Concert (7 pm, HS gym)
Wednesday, May 16 High School Spring Concert & Awards (7 pm, HS gym)

Haylee Bowsher and Hana 
Gonzales, drum majors of the G-A 

Marching Band, accepting the award 
of a Division 1 rating at MSBOA 

Marching Band Festival on October 11.
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G-A Community Schools Foundation 
Education Enhancement Grant Recipients

The goals of the G-A Education Enhancement program are:
1. Fund up to $500 for special and/or unique teaching ideas/projects that help students learn
2. Encourage staff to create an enthusiastic student learning environment
Great teachers are always looking for new ways to expand their instruction and engage their 

students.  Innovative teaching is important--and it can include expenses not normally part of a 
building’s budget.

The G-A Community Schools Foundation awarded 19 projects, totaling $ 7,406.24 in the following 
areas:

• Literacy: listening centers, comfy furniture 
and books for classroom libraries

• Technology: STEM and Keyboarding
• Field trips: college visits, virtual field trips, 

5th grade camp, Greenfield Village
• Vocal music and theatre materials
• Leadership opportunities for students
• Unique furniture needs: stand-up desk and 

manual treadmills for bodies that need to 
move

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING DATES

Monday, December 18, 2017
Monday, January 15, 2018

All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in the high school media center.

Attention High School Seniors!
The Galesburg-Augusta Community 

Schools Foundation would like to help 
you financially with your education 
beyond high school.

The application deadline for the 
Foundation Scholarships is January 
15, 2018. Available scholarships 
range in value from $500 - $2,500.  
They are available for all levels 
of post-secondary education, 
including trade schools, two or four-
year colleges.

Check out the scholarship 
application and other scholarship opportunities by visiting the webpage for our High School 
Guidance via the Galesburg-Augusta High School building page.
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G-A is Looking for Substitute Teachers 
from our local community

Galesburg - Augusta Community Schools is excited to announce that we are offering 
incentives for community members who desire to support our local students by being a 
guest teacher in the classroom.  You do not need a teaching degree to be a substitute teacher 
at G-A. 

What you do need in order to be a substitute teacher in the State of Michigan is 90+ 
credit hours from a 4 year accredited college or university. You are not required to have a 
background in education. Substitutes will have the opportunity to teach in all subjects and 
grade levels, and you will be able to choose the levels and subjects you would prefer.

G-A utilizes EDUStaff to supply its substitute teachers. We authorize EDUStaff to pay 
incentives to guest teachers in our classrooms:

$80.00 per day
Work 5-9 days in the district within a calendar month and receive a $50 bonus
Work 10-14 days in a calendar month and receive a $100 bonus
Work 15-19 days in a calendar month and receive a bonus payment of $225.00 a 
month… 20+ days and the bonus is $400 per month!

MORE Incentives for G-A school community members!
If you are a local school community member and are interested in getting started guest 

teaching, contact us!  You may be eligible to receive reimbursements for the required “start-
up” costs such as: fingerprinting ($60-$70) and the costs for the substitute teaching permit 
($45.00).  You may also be eligible to receive a free lunch whenever you guest teach for us!  

Work as a substitute for G-A through EDUStaff and receive a number of beneficial perks 
including:

Impact the lives of G-A children
Enrich your community
Work in your child’s school
Flexible schedule to accept assignments when you want

(G-A residents who meet the requirements for substitute teaching as indicated above, 
may contact Cheryl Fryer, HR/Business Office Liaison by calling 269-484-2101.)

School of Choice Application Window Second Semester 2017-2018
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools is a schools of choice district. As a Section 105 and 105C 

district, Galesburg-Augusta is open to any students within Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Cass, Allegan, Barry, 
Branch, St. Joseph and Van Buren Counties. Galesburg-Augusta will no longer require a release from 
your home district within Kalamazoo County, if you apply during the application window.

The application window for second semester enrollment of the 2017-2018 school year will be 
January 8, 2018 through January 22, 2018. Applications will be available on January 8, 2018, at 
www.g-aschools.org or the administration office, 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053.

If you have any questions, please call the administration office at 269-484-2000.
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G-A Community Schools 
Foundation 

  

When-Monday, February 26th, 2018 5:00-8:00pm 

Where-Dig In Café (111 W Michigan Ave, Augusta, MI) 

Adult-$10/Child (10 & under) -$5 

Menu: 

Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, drink, and dessert! 
 

Tickets can be purchased at the main offices of all Galesburg-Augusta Schools                               
(Walk-ins are also welcome) 

The Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation has awarded over $100,000 in 
the past 20 years to graduating seniors, classroom grants, and middle school awards.  
Please support our local foundation to continue helping our G-A students! 
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swalker@gacsnet.org  
269-484-2010, ext. 2129 (HS Band Office)

2017-18 Winter/Spring Schedule 
As of 6/19/17 

Date  Event Time Location 
December 6 (Wed) Galesburg Holiday Parade  6:00 Galesburg 

* Required for HS 

December 13 (Wed) HS & 7/8 Holiday Concert  7:00 HS 
* Required for HS, 7-8 grade 

January 19 (Fri) Pep Band (G-A vs. Delton)  6:00 HS 

January 26 (Fri) Pep Band (G-A vs. Constantine)  6:00 HS 

February 2 (Fri) Pep Band (G-A vs. Lawrence, Snowcoming) 6:00 HS 

February 3 (Sat) MSBOA HS District Solo & Ensemble TBD Schoolcraft HS 

February 16 (Fri) Pep Band (G-A vs. Schoolcraft)  6:00 HS 

February 24 (Sat) MSBOA District Band Festival  TBD TBD 
* Required for HS 

March 8 (Thur) 6th Grade Band Concert  7:00 MS Aud. 
* Required for 6 grade 

March 17 (Sat) MSBOA HS State Solo & Ensemble TBD TBD 

April 21 (Sat) MSBOA MS Solo & Ensemble  TBD Schoolcraft HS 

May 9 (Wed) MS Spring Band Concert  7:00 HS 
* Required for 6-8 grade 

May 16 (Wed) Senior Concert & Awards  7:00 HS 
* Required for HS Band & Vocal Music

June 8 (Fri) HS Graduation    7:00 HS 
* Required for HS Band 

June 16 (Sat) Greater Galesburg Days Parade  11:00 Galesburg 

*Dates and times are subject to change*

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend and participate in every scheduled performance and rehearsal. 

In the event of a family emergency, extreme conflict, or severe illness, parents/guardians should contact the band 
director in writing or by phone as soon as possible. An absence will be considered excused on a case-by-case basis 
and only with the appropriate parental contact. 

.
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43 
 

2017-18 
 G-A School Calendar 

 

December 8 (F) ½ Day K- 12 / Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs 

Dec. 22-Jan. 5 (F, M-F) Holiday Break (No County Programs on Dec. 22nd)  

January 8 (M) School resumes 

January 23 (T) High School exam- modified schedule 

January 24-26 (W-F) ½ Days 9-12 H.S. Exams  

January 26 (F) Marking Period Ends 

January 26 (F) K-8 No School Records Day  

January 29 (M) 2nd Semester Begins 

February 21 (W) K-12 Parent Teacher Conferences 4-8pm 

February 22 (Th) ½ Day K-12, PTC 1pm to 4pm and 5pm to 8pm 

February 23 (F) ½ Day K- 12 / Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs 

March 30 (F) ½ Day K-8 / Records Day - 3rd Marking Period Ends 

April 2 – 6 (M-F) Spring Break 

April 9 (M) School Resumes 

April 10 (T)** No School 9, 10, 12: AM SAT Testing for 11th grade 

April 11 (W)** ½ Day 12th grade @ 11:15; AM Testing Pre-SAT for 9th and 10th,  

11 th WorkKeys  

April 20 (F) ½ Day K-12 Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs  

May 28 (M) No School K-12 Memorial Day 

 )21-K yaD lluF( eludehcs deifidom-smaxE S.H )F( 8 enuJ

 mp 7 noitaudarG .S.H 

June 11 (M) ½ Day 9-12 H.S. Exams 

June 12 (T) ½ Day K-12 H.S. Exams  

June 13 (W) ½ Day K-12 Last Day / H.S. Exams - Teacher Check Out 

June 14 (Th) Last Day Teachers/Teacher Check-Out 
 
 
 
** Tentative dates-actual dates will be determined by the State Testing Schedule 
 
 
 
 

2017-18
G-A School Calendar
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Primary School (Pre-K through 4)
Principal: Shaun Sportel

(269) 484-2040
ssportel@gacsnet.org

Middle School (5th - 8th Grades)
Principal: Shana Wiese

(269) 484-2020
swiese@gacsnet.org

High School (9th – 12th Grades)
Principal: Christie Robinson

(269) 484-2010
crobinson@gacsnet.org

The Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation, and transgender identity), 
disability, age, religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military status, ancestry, genetic information, or any other legally protected characteristic, 

(collectively “Protected Classes”) in its programs and activities, including employment opportunities. The District’s Compliance Officers shall handle 
inquiries regarding the Board’s nondiscrimination policies and any complaint of discrimination.  

Complaints or inquiries should be forwarded to:  
1076 N. 37th St.

Galesburg, MI 49053

Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent • 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053 • (269) 484-2000 • Fax (269) 484-2001

Vision Statement:
To encourage learning, inspire pride and support all students. 

WE ARE G-A!

Mission Statement:
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will empower all students to 

be productive and responsible citizens.


