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ANNOUNCING OUR NEW 
SUPERINTENDENT!

Let me take just a moment to 
thank the Board of Education and all 
those who participated in the recent 
superintendent search for selecting 
me to lead Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Schools. I am looking 
forward to working alongside each 
of you as we move forward in our progress of making 
G-A a great place for our children to learn and receive 
the preparation they need to be successful adults.

Very soon school will be starting and you will see me 
out and about at school events. Please take a moment 
to stop and introduce yourself. I will be scheduling a 
Meet and Greet Your New Superintendent during the 
month of September. I truly believe a school district's 
success depends on our willingness to listen to our 
community and understand its needs. I trust you will 
help us do just that!

I hope you and your family enjoy the rest of your 
summer and we will work to prepare our facilities 
for your children's return.  

Educationally yours,
Wendy Maynard-Somers

UNITED WE WIN 
in Galesburg-Augusta!

You’ve heard of United Way, but have you heard 
of the many ways they’re making a lasting impact 
right here in our community? United Way isn’t just a 
fundraiser. They’re a strategic leader, bringing together 
every resource—every dollar, every volunteer, every 
partner, every voice—to tackle the biggest issues in 
education, financial stability, health, and basic needs.

In the Galesburg-Augusta community, here are 
programs that your United Way support and 
involvement is helping make successful:

• summer library programs at the Galesburg 
Charleston Memorial District Library and the 
McKay Augusta Library 

• Warm Kids—winter wear for local children 
• teaching improvement grants through the 

Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools 
Foundation 

• scholarships for local kids to attend Pretty 
Lake Camp 

• holiday food baskets and Family Adoptions 
• fresh food to stock the Food Pantry 
• healthy snacks for the Galesburg UMC Kids Klub 

held at Gale Valley Estates mobile home park 
• positive Behavior Intervention and Supports 

for Galesburg-Augusta Middle School 
• Trapper Keeper binders for at-risk students at 

Galesburg-Augusta Middle School
Financial gifts made by the Galesburg-Augusta 

Community Schools staff stay in our local 
community. The more you give, advocate and 
volunteer, the bigger the impact we make together 
for our friends and neighbors. That’s what UNITED 
WE WIN means! Please support United Way. Find 
out more at www.changethestory.org.

Answers on page 20

Instructions: Fill in the missing numbers (from 1 to 
9) to solve the Sudoku puzzle. Each column, row, and 
3x3 subgrid must only contain each number once.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY SCHOOL
315 W. Battle Creek St. Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Shaun Sportel • (269)484-2040

Students enjoying the lunch at our summer free 
meal program. The summer lunch program is 
available to all children up to the age of 18 and is 
offered five days a week from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Summer Food Service Program
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools announces 

the sponsorship of the Summer Food Service Program 
for children. Free meals will be made available to 
children 18 years of age and under or persons up to 
age 26 who are enrolled in an educational program for 
the mentally or physically disabled that is recognized 
by a State or local public educational agency. The 
meals will be provided without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, or disability, and there will 
be no discrimination in the course of the meal service. 
Meals will be provided at:

Galesburg-Augusta Primary School
315 W. Battle Creek Street, Galesburg, MI 49053

Meal Service Time: 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Monday – Friday

June 19, 2017 – August 18, 2017

PRESCHOOL FOR 
2017-18!!!*

Check out our exceptional 
low cost / no cost Preschool 
Programs!

The Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) is a 
nationally recognized Pre-K program and available 
at Galesburg-Augusta Primary School along with a 
tuition based classroom. The preschool classrooms 
at Galesburg-Augusta Primary School feature:

• Certified Early Childhood teachers
• full-day program for all 4-year-olds
• half-day program for all 3-year-olds 
• emphasis on developing literacy skills
• technology centers with iPads

• small group, whole group and center-based 
activities

Spaces are filling up fast for our preschool 
classrooms so look to enroll today. 

Keep in mind we do offer “wrap around” and 
“before and after school” daycare for students aged 
3-12! For information call 484-2040.

 *Must meet eligibility requirements

Get Ready For Opening Day 2017/2018!
The Primary School office will reopen for the new 

school year on Monday, August 21, 2017! We will be 
finalizing all details in preparation for the new school 
year so please stop by if you have not yet registered 
your child for school. Teacher assignments, class 
supply lists and open house reminders should arrive 
in mailboxes by August 25th. The schedule for this 
year’s Open House is:

Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017
Time: 5:00-7:00 p.m
We have scheduled the Primary School Open 

House on Tuesday, August 29th. The Open House 
will be a true open house as families will be greeted 
by staff members and students will be directed 
toward their classrooms where you will meet your 
child's classroom teacher, explore the classroom 
and building, and learn more about what to expect 
for the year. There will also be tables throughout 
the school for you to check out such as: Galesburg 
Memorial Library, McKay’s Memorial Library in 
Augusta, AFGAK (Adults for Galesburg-Augusta 
Kids), Counseling, Title 1 Services, Special 
Education and Watch D.O.G.S. (the school-based 
father involvement program). After you are finished 
in your classroom, refreshments will be available 
compliments of AFGAK.  

This is such an important evening for you and your 
child to attend. Feeling comfortable and confident 
will set your child up for a successful first day of 
school. We hope to see you the 29th!

SCHOOL PICTURES
Pictures at the Primary will be 

October 18th and 19th, 2017. 
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

VOLUNTEERING AT SCHOOL
District policy and the Galesburg-Augusta Primary 

School handbook dictates that all volunteers in 
the building go through a screening process. The 
handbook states: 

All volunteers must fill out a volunteer application 
form, and it must be approved before volunteering 
can begin. This includes field trips, working in the 
classroom, and any type of assisting with children.

If you are stopping in briefly to visit a classroom 
or have lunch with your child this would not be 
necessary, you would simply need to stop by the 
office to sign in and get a visitor pass; however, if you 
plan to accompany the students on the playground 
or assist in the classroom you will need to fill out 
a form. Please stop by the office for assistance or if 
you have questions.

SUMMER SCHOOL
“Having a Ball” summer school will be held 

during July and 
August. Students from 
all grades K-3 will be 
working with three 
teachers and a team 
of paraprofessionals 
to build up both their 
literacy and math skills!  

Primary School Hours:
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 

Students can proceed into 
the school at this time.  
Students may choose to go 
to breakfast or head outside 
for recess. The students are released to go back into the 
school at 7:45 a.m. when the teachers open up their doors. 
The school day ends at the Primary at 2:53 p.m.

Half days at the Primary run from 7:50 a.m.-11:05 a.m.

Answers on page 20

WatchD.O.G.S.
Galesburg-Augusta Primary School will be 

continuing with our WatchD.O.G.S. program in the 
2017/18 school year. WatchD.O.G.S. is a national 
organization that promotes volunteerism among 
males (fathers, grandfathers, uncles, etc.) who are 
willing to spend one or two days a year creating a 
safer, more enjoyable school environment for all 
students. How will WatchD.O.G.S. support education 
and safety at Galesburg-Augusta Primary?

These men will:
▪	ENCOURAGE	STUDENTS!	(with	lots	of	
smiles	and	high	fives,	etc.)

▪	Help	with	traffic	flow	of	students	at	arrival	and	
dismissal times

▪	Monitor	hallways	and	entrances
▪	Monitor	buildings	-	inside/outside	
▪	Assist	at	lunch	and	recess
▪	Read	with	classes	or	tutor	small	groups	of	students
▪	Work	with	flash	cards	and/or	

educational games
▪	Actively	and	positively	engage	with	

their student and others
▪	Help	students	with	test	review
▪	Smile	and	be	a	hero	for	a	day!
More information about this program will be 

distributed at the Primary School Open House.
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Answers on page 20

Respect Achieve, Manage, Succeed
At the Primary, we practice RAMS Expectations 

(Respect, Achieve, Manage, Succeed).  Our students 
get RAMS tickets throughout the day and at the end 
of the week, we give away a certificate and a little 
prize to a student in every classroom for being a 
RAM. This June we gave away multiple prizes.  We 
put all of our tickets for the entire school year in a 
wheelbarrow and picked out winners. We were able 
to give away: 3 Bikes, 5 scooters, 3 sets for a family 
of 4 tickets to Michigan’s Adventure, and a bag of 
books.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
750 W. Van Buren St., Augusta, MI 49012
Principal: Shana M. Wiese • (269)484-2020

COUNSELOR END-OF-YEAR REVIEW
G-A Middle School has recognized the necessity 

to begin preparing our students early in their school 
years to continue their education and training beyond 
high school. Parent and community support are 
essential for creating a mindset of college-readiness 
and college-bound expectations. We continue to 
strive to expose and provide access to our students 
an increasing amount of career-based programs and 
activities. During the 2016-2017 school year, students 
have participated in the following programs:

• All 6th through 8th grade students participated in 
Career Cruising,	which	is	an	internet-based	career	
exploration and planning tool used to explore 
career and college options and to develop a career 
plan.	Career	Cruising	can	be	accessed	from	school,	
home or wherever you and your child has access 
to	the	internet.	www.careercruising.com

• All 5th grade students participated in classroom lessons 
introducing them to career-based concepts in order to 
create	a	foundation	of	awareness	for	their	future.

• All 6th through 8th grade students participate in an 
annual Career Day which exposes our students 
to a variety of career pathways and professionals 
who share information with them about their 
jobs	as	well	as	providing	hands-on	activities.

•	Each	grade	level	(5th-8th)	participates	in	an	area	of	
math,	science	and/or	technology	based	learning	
during	 the	 school	 year.	 5th grade participates in 
STEM	 (Science,	 Technology,	 Engineering,	 and	
Math)	 which	 fosters	 inquiring	 minds,	 logical	
reasoning and collaboration skills; 6th grade 
participates	in	PLT	(Project	Learning	Tree),	which	
is science-based; and 7th and 8th grade students 
participate	 in	 PLTW	 (Project	 Lead	 The	 Way)	
which is a hands-on program boosting classroom 
engagement,	 drives	 collaboration	 and	 deep	
comprehension.	 Students	 engage	 in	 computer	
science,	engineering	and	biomedical	science.

•	ATYP	 (Academically	 Talented	 Youth	 Program)	
designed for academically talented middle and 
high school students and encompasses focuses on 
students	who	 are	 highly	 gifted	 in	math	 and/or	
language arts: 
▪	begins	 to	 identify	 appropriate	 students	during	

their 6th grade year
▪	 enrolls	students	in	their	7th or 8th grade year
▪	provides	 middle	 school	 students	 with	 high	

school curriculum at a rate and depth that meets 
their	unique	talents

▪	allows	 school	 districts	 to	 give	 their	 most	
advanced	 students	 the	 curriculum	 they	 need,	
when	they	are	ready	for	it,	with	the	acceleration	
and	intensity	they	require.

• 8th grade students participated in “XTREME	
REALITY” which is a program provided through 
our	collaboration	with	Western	Michigan	University.	
This program is designed to teach students about 
financial	 literacy,	 budgeting	 and	 saving	 money.	
Through this experience students will be able to 
connect	the	relationship	between	education,	income	
and	 lifestyle.	One	of	 the	goals	was	 to	develop	an	
understanding	 of	 how	 important	 college	 and/or	
continued training is for all students and how school 
performance now can translate  into scholarships 
and	grants	to	help	pay	for	their	continued	education,	
decreasing	their	out	of	pocket	expenses.

• All 8th grade students also attended MiCareerQuest,	
a hands-on career and college readiness event 
coordinated by Education for Employment and their 
collaboration with area colleges and universities 
and	 regional	 businesses	 and	 corporations.	 This	
event	is	an	interactive,	hands-on,	informational	and	
inspiring	 career	 and	 college	 readiness	 program,	
which assists students in making the connection 
between	training,	education	and	careers.

• Two of our 8th	 grade	 students,	Andrew	Wilks-
Millard	 and	 Mikaela	 Van	 Hoven,	 will	 be	
attending Kalamazoo Math and Science Center 
(KAMSC)	 beginning	 their	 freshman	 year.	 They	
will attend for half of each school day for their 
math,	science	and	technology	courses	and	return	
to	the	high	school	for	their	remaining	courses.	

Middle School Open House
Tuesday, August 29, 2017

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

National Junior Honor Society:
This year was the inaugural inception of the 

Galesburg-Augusta’s National Junior Honor Society. 
NJHS honors students who have demonstrated 
excellence in the areas of scholarship, service, 
leadership, character and citizenship. Chapter 
membership not only recognizes students for 
their accomplishments, but also challenges them 
to develop further through active involvement in 
school activities and community service. NJHS 
promotes positive school climate and provides 
opportunities to motivate all students to reach 
their greatest potential in school and in life, and to 
support our efforts in ensuring that our students 
are college and career ready. This year’s NJHS are 
Jordyn Klimp, Mikeala Van Hoven, Andrew Wilks-
Millard, Andrew Reist, Mackenzie Terry, Noah 
Armstrong, Lauren Needham, Aubree Sedore, 
Alyssa Luce, Elizabeth Kuras, Aleigha Vos, Dove 
Chavez, Megan Earles, and Abigail Newton.

Character Education Programs:
Character education programs have been provided to 

address peer relationships, peer conflicts, responsible 
social behavior and bullying issues. Some of these 
programs are school-wide based and others are 
developmentally designed per grade level.

• 5th-8th grade students all participated in the 
YWCA’s “Building Boundaries and Social Media 
Safety”	 program.	 Topics	 included	 identifying	
healthy and unhealthy characteristics within 
relationships,	building	and	respecting	boundaries	
and	social	media	safety.

• All 7th grade students participated in the 
“Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention”	 program.	 The	
primary goal of this program is to increase the 
likelihood	 that	 school	 gatekeepers	 -	 counselors,	
administrators,	faculty	and	students	-	can	identify,	
intervene,	 and	 obtain	 help	 for	 at-risk	 youth.	
Additional goals are to educate about issues of 
mental	 illness,	 depression,	 and	 substance	 abuse	
in a manner that reduces stigma and encourages 
help-seeking	 behaviors;	 and	 to	 develop	 coping,	
self-esteem,	 asset-building,	 stress	 reduction,	 and	
communication	skills.	Students	receive	information	
about local resources available to help them or their 
friends.	www.gryphon.org

• DRIVE is an 8th	 grade	 interactive,	 research-based	
prevention program provided through Prevention 
Works.	This	program	is	based	on	the	Health	Belief	
Model and Social Emotional Learning Theory 
and	 aligned	 with	 the	Michigan	Model	 for	 Health	
Education.	Key	factors	for	these	models	are	decisions	
in	regard	to	critical	health	issues.	DRIVE	introduced	
our 8th grade students to this information and helps 
develop	the	skills	that	they	need	to	make	wise,	safe	
and	healthy	decisions.	www.prevention-works.org

•	Michigan’s	 student	 safety	 programs,	 “OK2SAY”	
and the “Michigan Cyber Safety Training Initiative”,	
(CSI),	 was	 provided	 to	 all	 of	 our	middle	 school	
students.	 The	 importance	 of	 being	 safe,	 making	
smart	 decisions,	 and	 protecting	 themselves	 and	
others	while	online	were	the	focus	of	CSI.	OK2SAY	
student	 safety	 program	 provides	 a	 confidential	

way	 to	 file	 tips	 on	 criminal	 activity	 or	 potential	
harm	directed	at	students,	school	employees,	and	
schools.	Tips	can	be	submitted	24/7	by	phone,	text	
message,	 email,	 mobile	 app,	 or	 on	 the	 OK2SAY	
website.	www.ok2say.com,	www.mi.gov/csi 
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Middle School Drop-Off And Pick-Up
A reminder to parents that if you transport your 

student(s) to school or pick your student(s) up after 
school, please drive to the back of the building. This 
is the designated area for drop-off and/or pick-up.

The loading zone at the 
front of the school building 
is designated for buses only. 

G-AMS CONGRATULATES 
OUTSTANDING SCHOLARS

Each fall, eighth grade students at 
Galesburg-Augusta Middle School 
take the PSAT 8/9. Students are 

assessed on evidence-based reading/writing and 
mathematics. The total reported score range is 240-
1440. Henceforth, it is quite an accomplishment for 
an eighth grader to score over 1000. The G-AMS staff 
is proud to announce that Andrew Wilks-Millard 
and Dove Chavez scored over 1000 and should be 
recognized for such an outstanding achievement!

Greetings from the Middle 
School Principal’s Desk!

It is with great pride and 
enthusiasm that I am introducing 
myself as the new Galesburg-
Augusta Middle School Principal. 
For those to whom I have not 
already been introduced, my 
name is Shana Wiese, and I have had the pleasure 
of serving students and families of the Galesburg 
and Augusta communities for the past 29 years. 
As a teacher and department chairperson, I have 
maintained a steadfast commitment to student 
achievement and academic success.

On a personal note, I am a lifelong resident of 
Galesburg, graduating from Galesburg-Augusta High 
School in 1984. I have been married for 30 years, and 
my husband and I raised two remarkable children 
here. I attribute my children’s life successes to the solid 
education they obtained at G-A and to the small-town 
values our community provided them. Needless to 
say, my community pride is abounding. I feel fortunate 
in the opportunities I have been afforded—working 
in a quality school district with an outstanding staff, 
extraordinary student body, and supportive community.

As I assume this new leadership position in our 
district, I hope to provide a smooth transition for 
our students and encourage open communication. 
Eager to serve and ready to move forth, I pledge to 
provide the very best that I have to offer.
Respectfully submitted,
Shana M. Wiese

Middle School Track
By Anna Burke, Middle School Track Coach

The Galesburg Augusta Middle School Track Team 
had an excellent 2017 season. Growing from a strong, 
but small team of 19 athletes, this season brought 
48 athletes to the team. Also for the first time this 
season 6th graders were allowed to participate, which 
allowed the team to be well rounded in all areas of 
track and field. Determination and hard work were 
displayed at meets. The 3200 Meter Girls Relay team 
broke the school record coming in at 11 minutes 27 
seconds, and at every meet personal records were 
beat. I look forward to next year's season.

Middle School Tennis
By Jon Hop, Middle School Tennis Coach

As the season began for the 2017 Galesburg-Augusta 
Middle School Tennis Team there was an overwhelming 
feeling of newness. The team had a large group of 
first-time tennis players - and a new coach. While the 
newness did not lead to many wins, the season was 
a success in many other ways. According to first year 
coach, Jonathan Hop, the team took consistent strides 
in improving with each match they played. 

"We're a team first," said Hop. "We're looking to improve 
our individual skills with each practice. Working toward 
our personal goals helps the team meet it's collective goal." 
Hop added, "The students worked hard, took coaching 
well, and pushed each other on a daily basis." Coach Hop 
is excited to see how that pays off in returning players, 
and those who continue to play in high school.

There were other areas to be proud of, as well. The 
team was positive, supportive, and encouraging with 
each other throughout the season. "They set the tone 
for next year's team," said Hop. "Of course there will 
be newness for a fresh season next year, but we're 
looking to keep the momentum from this season."
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL
1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Christie Robinson • (269)484-2010

Welcome Back
Sharing My Thoughts

Welcome to another exciting 
year of education and memories 
at Galesburg-Augusta High 
School.  We have been under 
construction throughout the 
summer and we are thrilled 
with the turn out of our new 
secure vestibule.  All students and guests who enter 
the building throughout the school day must enter 
through the staff parking lot and register with our 
office personnel.  In addition, our gymnasium was 
reroofed and we have been able to alleviate the 
multiple issues we have faced over the past few years.  
GAHS is looking good for 17-18!

Our high school has an open-door policy. If you 
have questions or concerns at any time during the 
year, please do not hesitate to contact our offices for 
clarification and guidance.

Christie L. Robinson
Principal
Robinson@garams.org
269-484-2010 x. 2012

What’s New at GAHS for 2017-2018
Theatre: This course is 

designed to explore traditional 
and contemporary theatre 
while giving students the 
opportunity to explore their 
creativity through the theatre 
arts.  The course will focus on a wide range of 
skills and concepts necessary to create theatre and 
make connections between theatre and the working 
world.  Emphasis will be on performance skills 
voice, diction, improvisation, and performance from 
a script.  In addition, students will be exposed to 
play-writing, directing and technical skills including 
stage management.

Contemporary and Global Issues: Contemporary 
and Global Issues will introduce students to the 
global issues of today in a historical and global 
context while providing them with the opportunity 
to problem solve some of these global issues.  This 
course will focus on current events, so topics may 

differ one semester to the next.  
Throughout the course students 
will be required to report on 
weekly current events, participate 
in hot topic debates, and complete 
an in depth case study on a 
contemporary and global issue of 
their choice.Pictures and Schedules for 2017-2018

ALL student pictures/ID will be taken before the 
school year starts. Lifetouch will be here on August 
23, 2017.  The student picture schedule is set based 
on the student’s grade entering school in the fall:

4:30 pm Seniors
5:00 pm Juniors
5:30 pm Sophomores
6:00 pm Freshmen
In addition, students will be reviewing their 

locker assignments, making sure they are able to 
access their locker, picking up their student planner, 
and reviewing their schedules.  Students may 
begin setting appointments with the counseling 
department to request any/all potential class changes 
based on academic need.

BUY A YEARBOOK NOW 
AND SAVE MONEY!!

Yearbooks for the 2017-2018 school year are now 
available for purchase on Jostens.com. This is the 
LOWEST price books will be all year. They are only 

$45 from Aug. 1 - Oct. 27. There 
are also deals on free icons with 
a personalization as well. Act fast 
or pay more later!
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Mandatory Documents
All students must complete the following forms 

by the beginning of the school year:
• Enrollment Cards
• Physical	(Student-

Athletes	only)
• Technology Form 

(Freshmen	and	New	
Enrollees)

• Concussion Form
• Transportation Information Form
• Free	and	Reduced	Lunch	(Qualified	Families)
• Medication Forms 
If you have not completed and submitted the 

forms, please contact the administration office or 
visit the school website for a copy.

Anticipated Dates for 2017-2018
Fall Pictures: August 23, 2017
First Day of School: September 5, 2017
Picture Retakes: September 27, 2017
PSAT/NMSQT: October 11, 2017
Conferences: October 11 & 12, 2017
NHS Blood Drive: November 3
Holiday Break: December 22 – January 5
1st Semester Exams: January 23 - 26
NHS Blood Drive: February 2
Conferences: February 21 & 22
Spring Break: April 2 - 6
SAT: April 10, 2018
WorkKeys/PSAT: April 11. 2018
MStep: April 12, 2018
NHS Blood Drive: May 4
Awards Assembly: May 24, 2018
*All dates are subject to change.*

Galesburg-Augusta High School 
Full Day Bell Schedule
1st Period: 7:35-8:26
2nd Period: 8:31-9:22
3rd Period:   9:27-10:18 
4th Period: 10:23-11:14
5th Period: A Lunch 11:19-11:49
  Class 11:54-12:45
  Class 11:19-12:10
  B Lunch 12:15-12:45
6th Period: 12:50-1:41
7th Period: 1:46-2:42
*Lunch is determined by the 5th period teacher’s schedule.

Half Day Bell Schedule
1st Period: 7:35-7:59
2nd Period: 8:04-8:28
3rd Period: 8:33-8:57
4th Period: 9:02-9:26
5th Period: 9:31-9:55
6th Period: 10:00-10:24
7th Period:  10:29-10:51

Handbook Posted on the District Website 
Michigan Department of Education has made 

some revisions to the student code of conduct.  
As a result, our administrative team and teaching 
staff have spent time adjusting and revising some 
sections of the student handbook. Students will be 
provided a copy of the handbook as a part of their 
agenda.  Families may expect to have the handbook 
on the school website by the beginning of school.

ENDING THE 2016-17 
SCHOOL YEAR
Behavior Celebration

The high school students loaded up on the big 
yellow buses this spring and headed to a wonderful 
day of sunshine, kayaking, relaxation, games, and 
grilling as a part of our PBIS behavior celebration.  
Students who had a perfect (or near perfect) record 
for second semester were eligible to attend.  We had 
an outstanding 80% participation rate for this event. Welcome Class of 2021!

Welcome to GAHS members of the Class of 2021!!   
Freshmen Pictures:  August 23, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
Freshmen Orientation:  August 23, 2017 at 6:30 pm
First Day of High School:  September 5, 2017 at 7:35 am
Picture Retake Day:  September 27, 2017  
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Galesburg-Augusta High School’s 
Early/Middle College

GAHS enters its second year of students enrolled in the Early/Middle 
College (EMC) program. We are proud to continue to build the experiences 
available for our students through partnerships with colleges, universities, 
and neighboring schools.  The fall of 2017 will mark the first graduating 
class where two of our students will be returning for another year and 
earning their degree and/or certificate.  In addition, we have had several 
new enrollees in the program.  

The GAHS EMC allows students to earn a free associate’s degree or 
certificate by completing a “13th” grade of high school.  Students delay 
high school graduation for one year, while they continue to take college courses at Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College. Tuition and fees are paid by the local school district.

EMC expands on dual enrollment, and builds upon classes already offered through Education for 
Employment and Education for the Arts. Students take courses at KVCC, but may also take KVCC courses 
on their high school campus, neighboring high school campuses, or through EFE and EFA. The program 
is currently offering seven programs of study: 

• Associate’s in arts degree – for students looking to transfer to a four-year college
• Associate’s degree in graphic design
• Associate’s degree in machine-tool technology
• Certificate	in	graphic	design
• Certificate	in	machine-tool	technology
• Certificate	of	completion	in	welding
• Certificate	of	completion	in	personal	computer	technician
 Programs of study were selected based on the specific needs of the local economy and employee shortages 

in the greater Kalamazoo job market.

GAHS EMC
8th and 9th grade:  Families gain knowledge about the GAHS EMC program by attending local presentations, 

presentations held at KVCC, counseling sessions at GA, and contacting the main office.  Students begin the 
application process.

10th grade:  Students begin EMC by taking a College Success Strategies course at GAHS.
11th &12th grade:  Students take KVCC classes at KVCC, on our high school campus, or specific courses 

that offer college credit through EFE and EFA.  Students are still allowed to walk with their graduating 
class if they have met GACS graduation requirements.

13th grade:  Students complete their program of study at KVCC.
Students may begin EMC after their sophomore year. However, they must still take the college success 

strategies course. And, depending on the program of study they choose, they may/may not finish the 
degree/certificate by the fifth year of high school. 
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Synergy 
2017-2018 will mark the fourth year 

GACS has used Synergy as its School 
Information System (SIS). Students, parents, 
and guardians are encouraged to monitor 
progress in courses by logging into the 
program.  If you are in need of assistance 
regarding Synergy and/or your login 
information, our secretary, Ms. Samantha Kohl in the 
main office is able to assist with reset or activation.

In addition, Synergy should be available as a mobile 
app for both StudentVUE and ParentVUE. There were 
some issues with accessibility over the past school year 
but we have been working to rectify that situation.  

The goal for the past school year was to add Synergy’s 
online course selection process. We were pleased with 
the accuracy, ease of use, and independence this new 
feature provided for our students. We will continue 
to develop this process for the upcoming years as we 
gain familiarity with its components.

   Galesburg-Augusta 
Alternative High School

GAAHS is now enrolling for fall of 2017.  Our 
alternative education program is computer based 
with a certified teacher overseeing the program and 
assisting students as needed.  

• A highlight of the GAAHS is the potential 
for flexible scheduling to meet the needs of 
students.  GACS acknowledges the need for 
students to have an adaptable routine based on 
their academic and personal needs.   

• Students are provided transportation within 
the district based on the traditional bus routes.  

• Students have the option to work on courses at 
their own speed.  

• Students are guided in their academic path by 
the high school counselor, Ms. Lake.

• All students must complete an enrollment 
packet prior to being admitted to GAAHS.

• All GAAHS students graduate with a GAAHS 
diploma after successfully completing the State 
mandates.  

• This school is open to any student up to the 
age of 21 who is looking to complete a diploma 

program.
If you would 

like enrollment 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
contact the high 
school office.

FOOD SERVICE 
2017-2018 High School Meal Prices
Breakfast:  $1.75
Lunch:  $2.75

Families are 
reminded to fill 
out a new Free and 
Reduced Lunch 
form.  A new form must be submitted each fall for 
qualification in the program. If you need a new 
copy please contact the administration office or 
visit the school website.

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
Student absences must be verified by a parent/

guardian within 48 hours of the absence. Parents/
guardians must notify the attendance office in order 
to excuse the absence. Any absence, excused or 
unexcused, will count toward the 10th Absence Rule. 
If a student reaches 10 or more absences, he or she 
may lose credit for that course. 

Students who leave campus during regular school 
hours must follow the sign in/out procedures in 
the main office. Students are required to make 
parent/guardian contact and confirm with the office 
secretary before they may leave campus.  

If your student has a long-term medical condition, 
please refer to the student handbook for medical 
waiver information. All medical conditions for 
special consideration require annual documentation 
on file in the attendance office. 

We recently changed phone systems and have 
updated all of our 
extensions. If you would 
like to reach the attendance 
hotline, please call Mrs. Patti 
Groetsema at 269-484-2148. 
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What are EFE and EFA?
One of the benefits of our partnership with KRESA is the opportunity to 

participate in programs outside the walls of our high school. The EFE/EFA 
programs allow students hands-on educational experiences that build on their personal interests and life goals.

In addition to real world experiences, our students are eligible for scholarships through EFE. The level of 
support and commitment from our local business is unprecedented.

Education for Employment (EFE)
Education for Employment (EFE) is an award-winning career and technical education center without 

walls that offers a wide range of programs to 10th-12th grade students. Programs are held in multiple 
locations: in high school buildings, on college campuses, and at actual business and industry sites. EFE 
programs reflect “real world” applications and maintain the rigorous requirements of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum as well as state, national, and industry technical standards and requirements.

Education for the Arts (EFA)
Excellence in the Arts (EFA) offers arts-intensive classes in the 

disciplines of theater, musical theater, music, dance, visual arts, 
multimedia arts and film/video arts. Excellence in the Arts classes are 
open to all Kalamazoo County high school students.  A collaborative 
team of teachers and professional working artists teach these classes. 
Students receive instruction, mentoring and hands-on experience in 
authentic, artistic environments. For example, the visual arts classes meet at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.

If your student is interested in more information regarding EFE/EFA please contact Lindsey Lake, our 
high school counselor, for more information. Program listings can be found at http://kresa.org.

RTI Classes
Over the past year 

our staff has worked to 
implement new courses 
focused on helping 
students who may need 
additional support with 
their core content areas. 
Response to Intervention (RTI) courses will be a part 
of many students’ schedules throughout high school 
as a way to elevate attention and interventions for our 
students who may have a gap in their skills.

RTI courses are taught by highly qualified 
teachers in that content area.  Students are 
identified and enrolled based on the following: local 
assessments, course work, state assessments, local 
data, performance on Essential Learning Outcomes 
(ELOs), as well as teacher recommendation.  
Students who are enrolled RTI classes should receive 
a welcome letter indicating their placement scores 
and reason for recommendation.

Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Tailgate!
When: October 6, 2017 from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Where: Galesburg-Augusta Primary School
What: We will be serving hotdogs, chips, and a 
drink! Bring your yard games, easy-up, and tailgate 
fun!
Who: All friends and family of Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Schools are welcome!
Why: To enjoy time together with our wonderful 
community and school district!
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Class of 2017
Congratulations to the G-A Class 2017 Valedictorian Natalie Hosmer and Salutatorian Samantha Brooks.

Natalie Hosmer will be studying Biological Sciences with a physical therapy 
track at Ohio University this fall. While attending G-A she maintained a 4.47 GPA 
and received the following awards and scholarships:
Valedictorian – Top Ten – Peggy Worgess Memorial Scholarship – Michigan 
Department of Treasury Student Scholarship and Grant Nominee – Red Cross 
Scholarship – EFE Outstanding Senior in Accounting – MHSAA Scholar Athlete 
Award – S.A.C. Scholar Athlete Award – S.A.C. Academic All Conference – Most 
Outstanding Student in Accounting – Most Outstanding Student in AP Biology – 
Most Outstanding Student in English 4 – Peer Mentor – Highest Honor Roll
Samantha Brooks will be studying Veterinary Technology at Michigan State 
University in the fall. While attending G-A she maintained a 4.27 GPA and 
received the following awards and scholarships:
Salutatorian – Top Ten – Winship Memorial Scholarship – KVCC Merit Scholarship 
Award – Michigan Department of Treasury Student Scholarship and Grant 
Nominee – GRBS Scholarship – S.A.C. Scholar Athlete Award – S.A.C. Academic 
All Conference – Most Outstanding Student in AP English – Peer Mentor – 
Highest Honor Roll

Class 2017 Top Ten
Linnea O’Neil
Anna DeLeon
Savanna Waite

Audrey Blakeslee
Daniel Olweean

Madelyne Standley
Natalie Hosmer
Alexis Harper
Avery Landers

Samantha Brook

PSAT and SAT Scores
Students participated in state testing over the course of 2016-2017 for both local and 

state accounting purposes. One of our goals is to train students and staff to use that 
information to meet the academic needs of learners where they are and take them 
where they need to be.  A major benefit of the state testing system is the recognition for 
students to use this information for their own good.  Students should have established 
a Kahn Academy account that is directly connected to their test scores.  Students are able to log into their 
accounts, access their scores, and practice their skills. Kahn Academy is a tutorial for students tied to the 
state standards and allows students additional training

In addition, students were asked to review their PSAT scores from fall to spring. Seminar teachers helped 
pupils learn to analyze their scores, identify areas of improvement, and celebrate areas of success.

We will continue to assess students using the PSAT/SAT format during the 17-18 school year. Our first 
round of testing will be October 11, 2017. It is imperative all students are present on testing dates, please 
mark the date on your calendar. 
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1. PHYSICALS
Just a reminder to all potential Middle School and 

High School student-athletes. You must have a valid 
physical on file with Mr. Merasco (M.S. Athletic 
Director) or Mr. Woodard (H.S. Athletic Director) 
before you may participate in athletics (including 
practices) next school year. A valid physical is one 
given on or after April 15th, 2017. You may download 
a physical form from the school website, www.g-
aschools.org or pick one up in the high school or 
middle school office. The MHSAA physical form for 
the 2017-18 school year has been revised and MUST 
be used. Please make sure you have the correct form 
(found on the High School website page). It has a 
concussion awareness statement included. 

2. PAST DUE ATHLETIC BILLS/UNIFORMS
You MUST have all athletic bills paid and all 

uniforms turned in before you may participate in 
any other school sponsored sport. This includes any 
past participation fees that were not paid. A few 
families requested extensions, but failed to pay the 
fee again this school year. These fees must be paid 
before your student-athlete may participate next 
school year. Please contact the high school office at 
484-2010 if you are not sure if you are on the list.

3. PARTICIPATION FEES
Please start planning for your athlete’s upcoming 

participation fee. The fee at the middle school is $25 
per sport. The fee at the high school is $50 per sport. 
There is a $200 family cap for the school year. All 
fees are due within two weeks of the first practice 
and there are no refunds for quitting a sport. If you 
are unable to pay the entire fee, you MUST contact 
the athletic director to request a reduction. Your 
child will not be able to make the request. It must 
come from a parent or guardian.

4. FALL ATHLETIC PRACTICE START DATES
High school football begins on Monday, August 7th. 

Cross country, volleyball, equestrian and boy's tennis all 
begin on Wednesday, August 9th. Please check the school 
website at www.g-aschools.org for further information 
or call the coach directly for more information. Middle 
School cross country and volleyball practices begin on 
Monday, August 21st.

Football: Tony Smith 317-3323
Volleyball: Scott O'Day 998-7388
Boy's Tennis: Paul Ferguson 903-9597
Girl's Cross Country:
 Whitney French email at whitneygaxc@gmail.com
H.S. Athletic Director:
 Mike Woodard 484-2016 or 217-8230
M.S. Athletic Director: Jeff Merasco 350-1592

5. FALL SCHEDULES
The Fall athletic schedules are finalized. Please 

check the school website at www.g-aschools.org. Also, 
athletic events change from time to time, so please 
make sure you check the website for any changes. 

6. ELIGIBILITY (High School)
Student-athletes must be eligible to participate in 

athletics. Eligibility is determined by past semester 
grades (passed 5 out of 7 classes) and current grades 
(during school year). Also, your residency plays a 
role in eligibility. There are many transfer rules, so if 
you are new to the area, please call (269) 484-2016 to 
discuss any eligibility concerns.

7. ADMISSION FEES (High School)
The admission fee for high school athletic events 

will remain $5 (6 yrs. and up). Senior citizens (62 
yrs. and up) will be admitted free with a senior 
citizen pass. The senior citizen passes are issued at 
the middle school or high school office. Also, annual 
student passes are available for purchase. The cost 
for an elementary or middle school student will be 
$20 and the cost for a high school student will be $30. 
This pass is good for all home (regular season) high 
school athletic events. It does not include league or 
MHSAA tournaments. In addition, discount punch 
cards can be purchased as well. You can purchase 
14 admissions for $50 ($3.57 per admission), 25 
admissions for $75 ($3.00 per admission), and 40 
admissions for $100 ($2.50 per admission). These 
punch cards do not expire, so you can use them for 
multiple years. The punch cards can only be used at 
home (regular season) contests. Finally, new this year, 
Galesburg-Augusta will be allowing all Military 
Veterans into all regular season contests FREE. 
Veterans must be in uniform or show their military 
I.D. Thank you for serving our country Veterans!
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA GIRL'S CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE 
2017 

    DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME 

Tues. 8-29 Marshall "Barney Roy" Inv. Cornwell's Turkeyville 10 a.m. H.S. Only
Wed. 9-13 S.A.C. Jamboree #1  Saugatuck 5 p.m. H.S./M.S.

Thurs. 9-14 Delton Inv.   Gilmore Car Museum 
4:30 
p.m. H.S./M.S.

Sat. 9-16 Mendon Invitational  Mendon H.S. 10 a.m. H.S./M.S.
Wed. 9-20 Schoolcraft Invitational  Schoolcraft H.S. 5 p.m. H.S./M.S.
Sat. 9-23 Buchanan Invitational  RedBud MX 9 a.m. H.S. Only
Wed. 9-27 S.A.C. Jamboree #2  Watervliet 5 p.m. H.S./M.S.
Sat. 10-7 Portage Invitational  Portage West M.S. 9 a.m. H.S./M.S.

Tues. 10-10 S.A.C. Championship  Gilmore Car Mus. 
4:30 
p.m. H.S. Only 

Sat. 10-14 Bloomingdale Inv.  Bloomingdale H.S. 10 a.m. H.S./M.S.

Sat. 10-21 Gobles "Little Guy" Inv.  Gobles H.S. 
10:30 
a.m. H.S./M.S.

Oct. 27 or 28 Regionals  TBD TBD H.S. Only
Sat. 11-4 State Finals  M.I.S. TBD H.S. Only

  
S.A.C. Running Order   
H.S. Girls   
M.S. Girls and Boys   
H.S. Boys   

  .

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 2017 

        JUNIOR VARSITY 

   DATE OPPONENT SITE 

Thurs. 8-24 Union City Home 
Wed. 8-30 New Buffalo Away 
Thurs. 9-7 Schoolcraft Home 
Thurs. 9-14 Delton Away 
Thurs. 9-21 Lawton Away 
Thurs. 9-28 Fennville Home 
Thurs. 10-5 Saugatuck Away 
Thurs. 10-12 Martin Home 
Thurs. 10-19 Gobles Home 

All games start at 6 p.m. 

VARSITY 

   DATE OPPONENT SITE 

Fri. 8-25 Union City Away 
Thurs. 8-31 New Buffalo Home 
Fri. 9-8 Schoolcraft Away 
Fri. 9-15 Delton Home 
Fri. 9-22 Lawton Home Homecoming 
Fri. 9-29 Fennville Away 
Fri. 10-6 Saugatuck Home Senior Night 
Fri. 10-13 Martin Away 
Fri. 10-20 Gobles Away 

All games start at 7 p.m. .
GALESBURG-AUGUSTA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 2017 

        JUNIOR VARSITY 

   DATE OPPONENT SITE 

Thurs. 8-24 Union City Home 
Wed. 8-30 New Buffalo Away 
Thurs. 9-7 Schoolcraft Home 
Thurs. 9-14 Delton Away 
Thurs. 9-21 Lawton Away 
Thurs. 9-28 Fennville Home 
Thurs. 10-5 Saugatuck Away 
Thurs. 10-12 Martin Home 
Thurs. 10-19 Gobles Home 

All games start at 6 p.m. 

VARSITY 

   DATE OPPONENT SITE 

Fri. 8-25 Union City Away 
Thurs. 8-31 New Buffalo Home 
Fri. 9-8 Schoolcraft Away 
Fri. 9-15 Delton Home 
Fri. 9-22 Lawton Home Homecoming 
Fri. 9-29 Fennville Away 
Fri. 10-6 Saugatuck Home Senior Night 
Fri. 10-13 Martin Away 
Fri. 10-20 Gobles Away 

All games start at 7 p.m. .
GALESBURG-AUGUSTA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 2017

Junior Varsity

Varsity

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA GIRL'S CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE 2017
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     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S TENNIS SCHEDULE 
2017 

   DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME 

Sat. 8-19 Otsego Tourn. Awat 8 a.m. 
Tues. 8-22 South Haven and Hillsdale  Home 9 a.m. 
Mon. 8-28 Niles Brandywine  Home 4:30 p.m. 
Wed. 8-30 Bridgman/N. Buffalo co-op  Home 4:30 p.m. 
Wed. 9-6 K-Christian  Home 4:30 p.m. 
Mon. 9-11 Coloma  Home 4:30 p.m. 
Tues. 9-12 T-Rivers and Bronson  Home 4 p.m. 
Wed. 9-13 Berrien Springs  Away 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9-16 G-K Tournament  Away 8:30 a.m. 
Mon. 9-18 Buchanan  Away 4:30 p.m. 
Wed. 9-20 Hackett at Port. West M.S. Away 4:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 10-5 Conference Tournament  
or Sat. 10-7 at Berrien Springs  Away TBD 
Mon. 10-9 Plainwell  Home 4 p.m. 
10-12,13, or 14 Regional Tournament  TBD TBD 
Oct. 20 or 21 State Tournament  TBD TBD 

 .

      GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 
2017 

rev. 6-8-17 

    DATE    OPPONENT SITE TIME 

Sat. 8-19 Hackett Early Bird Tourn. (Var) Away 8:30 a.m. 
Thurs. 8-24 Schoolcraft Tourn. (JV) Away 8:30 a.m. 
Sat. 8-26 Loy Norrix Tourn. (Var) Away TBD 
Thurs. 9-7 Lawrence (JV/Var.) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9-9 Harper Creek Tournament  (J.V.) Away 8:30 a.m. 
Sat. 9-9 Climax-Scotts Tournament (Var.) Away 8 a.m. 
Tues. 9-12 Hackett (JV/Var.) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9-16 Portage Northern Tourn. (Var.) Away 8 a.m. 
Tues. 9-19 Lawton (JV/Var.) Away 5:30 p.m. 
Tues. 9-26 Delton (JV/Var) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 9-28 Coloma (JV/Var) Away 5:30 p.m. 
Tues. 10-3 Kalamazoo Christian (JV/Var) Away TBD 
Sat. 10-7 Comstock Tourn. (Var.) Away 9 a.m. 
Tues. 10-10 Schoolcraft (JV/Var) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Tues. 10-17 Constantine (JV/Var) Away 5:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 10-19 Watervliet (JV/Var.) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Tues. 10-24 Gobles (JV/Var) Home 5:30 p.m. 
Thurs. 10-26 JV/Var. Triangular  B.C. Central and Home 5 p.m. 
Sat. 10-28 SAC Tournament (Var.) Away TBD 
Oct. 30-Nov. 4 Districts at G-A Home TBD .
GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 2017

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S TENNIS SCHEDULE 2017



18     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  AUGUST 2017 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Each year the Superintendent shall provide public notice to 

students and their parents of the District's intent to make available, 
upon request, certain information known as "directory information." 
The Board designates as student "directory information":

A. a student's name;
B. participation in officially recognized activities and sports;
C. height and weight, if member of an athletic team;
D. height if member of an athletic team;
E. weight, if member of an athletic team which requires 

disclosure to participate;
F. date of graduation;
G. awards received;
H. honor rolls;
I. scholarships;
J. school photographs or videos of students participating in 

school activities, events or programs;

The Board designates school-assigned e-mail accounts as 
"directory information" for the limited purpose of facilitating 
students’ registration for access to various online educational 
services, including mobile applications/apps that will be utilized 
by the student for educational purposes. School-assigned e-mail 
accounts shall not be released as directory information beyond 
this/these limited purpose(s) and to any person or entity but the 
specific online educational service provider and internal users 
of the District's Education Technology.

Parents and eligible students may refuse to allow the District 
to disclose any or all of such "directory information" upon 
written notification to the District within ten (10) days after 
receipt of the District's public notice.

Armed Forces Recruiting
The Board shall provide United States Armed Forces 

recruiters with at least the same access to the high school 
campus and to student directory information (names, 
addresses, and telephone listings of secondary students) as is 
provided to other entities offering educational or employment 
opportunities to those students. "Armed forces of the United 
States" means the armed forces of the United States and their 
reserve components and the United States Coast Guard.

If a student or the parent or legal guardian of a student 
submits a signed, written request to the Board that indicates 
that the student or the parent or legal guardian does not want 
the student’s directory information to be accessible to official 
recruiting representatives, then the officials of the school shall 
not allow that access to the student’s directory information. The 
Board shall ensure that students and parents and guardians are 
notified of the provisions of the opportunity to deny release of 
directory information.

Public notice shall be given regarding the right to refuse 
disclosure of any or all "directory information" including to the 
armed forces of the United States and the service academies of 
the armed forces of the United States.

A fee, not to exceed the actual costs incurred by the high school, 
for copying and mailing student directory information under 
this section, may be charged an official recruiting representative.

Directory information received under armed services 
authorization request shall be used only to provide information 
to students concerning educational and career opportunities 
available in the armed forces of the United States or the service 

academies of the armed forces of the United States. An official 
recruiting representative who receives student directory 
information under this section shall not release that information 
to a person who is not involved in recruiting students for the 
armed forces of the United States or the service academies of 
the armed forces of the United States.

Annually the Board will notify male students age eighteen (18) 
or older that they are required to register for the selective service.

Requests to the District records officer shall be presented on a 
standardized form developed by the armed forces of the United 
States requesting access to a high school campus and a time for 
the access. Requests should bear the signature of the ranking 
recruiting officer of the armed service making the request.

Whenever consent of the parent(s)/eligible student is required 
for the inspection and/or release of a student's education 
records or for the release of "directory information", either 
parent may provide such consent unless stipulated otherwise 
by court order. If the student is under the guardianship of an 
institution, the Superintendent shall appoint a person who has 
no conflicting interest to provide such written consent.

The Board may disclose "directory information" on former 
students without student or parental consent, unless the parent 
or eligible student previously submitted a request that such 
information not be disclosed without their prior written consent.

The Board shall not permit the collection, disclosure, or use of 
personal information collected from students for the purpose 
of marketing or for selling that information (or otherwise 
providing that information to others for that purpose).

The Board may establish online access for the parents or 
the eligible student to the student’s confidential academic and 
attendance record. To authorize such access, the parents or 
the eligible student must sign a release (see Form 8330 F10). 
This release shall remind the parents or eligible student that 
the account and confidential information about the student is 
only as secure as they keep their account information. Neither 
the District nor its employees will be held responsible for any 
breach of this policy by the parent/eligible student or any 
unauthorized party.

The Board authorizes the use of the microfilm process or 
electromagnetic processes of reproduction for the recording, 
filing, maintaining, and preserving of records.

No liability shall attach to any member, officer, or employee 
of this District specifically as a consequence of permitting 
access or furnishing student records in accordance with this 
policy and regulations.

Any entity receiving personally identifiable information 
pursuant to a study, audit, evaluation or enforcement/compliance 
activity must comply with all FERPA regulations. Further, such 
an entity must enter into a written contract with the Board of 
Education delineating its responsibilities in safeguarding the 
disclosed information. Specifically, the entity must demonstrate 
the existence of a sound data security plan or data stewardship 
program, and must also provide assurances that the personally 
identifiable information will not be redisclosed without prior 
authorization from the Board. Further, the entity conducting the 
study, audit, evaluation or enforcement/compliance activity is 
required to destroy the disclosed information once it is no longer 
needed or when the timeframe for the activity has ended, as 
specified in its written agreement with the Board of Education
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ASBESTOS NOTICE
The asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act requires 

inspection and notification of friable asbestos containing 
materials in school buildings.  An asbestos report regarding 
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools is available at the 
Administration Offices:

  1076 N. 37th Street
  Galesburg, MI 49053

PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW
It is the right of every parent or student of legal age, to 

request information regarding the professional qualifications 
of the student’s classroom teachers.  The district must provide 
this information to the parent or eligible student, within a 
timely manner.  Requests for professional qualifications must 
be made in writing to the building principal.

SECTION 504/ADA COMPLIANCE OFFICERS
Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

("Section 504"), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
as amended ("ADA") and the implementing regulations 
(collectively "Section 504/ADA"), no otherwise qualified 
individual with a disability shall, solely by reason of his/
her disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance. 
The Board of Education does not discriminate in admission 
or access to, or participation or treatment in its programs or 
activities. As such, the Board's policies and practices will not 
discriminate against students with disabilities and will make 
accessible to qualified individuals with disabilities its facilities, 
programs, and activities. No discrimination will be knowingly 
permitted against any individual with a disability on the 
sole basis of that disability in any of the programs, activities, 
policies, and/or practices in the District.

The high school principal and the middle school principal 
are the District’s Section 504 Compliance Officers/ADA 
Coordinators.  The compliance officers can be reached at:  1076 
N. 37th Street, Galesburg, MI 49053; 269-484-2000.

PESTICIDE NOTICE
Pursuant to Michigan Environmental Laws, school 

administrators will notify parents before pesticides are applied 
on/around a student’s building.

Notification of Rights Under the Protection 
of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)

PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding our conduct 
of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing 
purposes, and certain physical exams. These include the right to: 

• Consent before students are required to submit to a 
survey that concerns one or more of the following protected 
areas (“protected information survey”) if the survey is funded 
in whole or in part by a program of the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED)– 

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s 
parent; 

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s 
family; 

3.  Sex behavior or attitudes;
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning 

behavior;
5.  Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have 

close family relationships; 
6.  Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with 

lawyers, doctors, or ministers; 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or 

parents; or 
8.  Income, other than as required by law to determine program 

eligibility. 

• Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of – 
1.  Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 
2.  Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening 

required as a condition of attendance, administered by 
the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the 
immediate health and safety of a student, except for hearing, 
vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or 
screening permitted or required under State law; and 

3.  Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information obtained from students for marketing or to sell 
or otherwise distribute the information to others. 

• Inspect, upon request and before administration or use – 
1.  Protected information surveys of students; 
2.  Instruments used to collect personal information from 

students for any of the above marketing, sales, or other 
distribution purposes; and 

3.  Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum. 

These rights transfer from the parents to a student who is 18 
years old or an emancipated minor under State law. 

Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will develop and 
adopt policies, in consultation with parents, regarding these 
rights, as well as arrangements to protect student privacy in the 
administration of protected information surveys and the collection, 
disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales, 
or other distribution purposes. Galesburg-Augusta Community 
Schools will directly notify parents of these policies at least 
annually at the start of each school year and after any substantive 
changes. Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will also 
directly notify, such as through U.S. Mail or email, parents of 
students who are scheduled to participate in the specific activities 
or surveys noted below and will provide an opportunity for the 
parent to opt his or her child out of participation of the specific 
activity or survey. Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will 
make this notification to parents at the beginning of the school 
year if the District has identified the specific or approximate dates 
of the activities or surveys at that time. For surveys and activities 
scheduled after the school year starts, parents will be provided 
reasonable notification of the planned activities and surveys 

listed below and be provided an opportunity to opt their child 
out of such activities and surveys. Parents will also be provided 
an opportunity to review any pertinent surveys. Following is 
a list of the specific activities and surveys covered under this 
requirement: 

• Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for 
marketing, sales, or other distribution. •Administration of any 
protected information survey not funded in whole or in part by ED. 

• Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or 
screening as described above. 

Parents who believe their rights have been violated may file a 
complaint with: 

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20202
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BAND CONCERT DATES:
Wednesday, December 13 HS & 7/8 Holiday Concert (7pm, HS gym)
Thursday, March 8 6th Grade Concert (7pm, MS Auditorium pending construction)
Wednesday, May 9 Middle School Spring Concert (7pm, HS gym)
Wednesday, May 16 High School Spring Concert & Awards (7pm, HS gym)

From page 2

From page 4

INDIVIDUAL WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT REQUIREMENTS
The Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires all states to have a 

“comprehensive Child Find system” to assure all children who are in need of early intervention 
to special education services are located, identified, and referred. Part C of IDEA, early 
intervention, focuses on children aged birth to three. If you have a registered Homeschool 
and suspect your child might have a disability please contact:

Early On Pre-primary Evaluation Team
(Children birth to three years) (Children three to five years)
Kathy Hollis at 269-250-9649 Felicia Burnett at 269-250-9670
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools (children five & up)
Aaron Wright at 269-484-2010 ext. 1005

NONDISCRIMINATION 
AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

The Board of Education does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex (including sexual 
orientation and transgender identity), 
disability, age, religion, height, weight, 
marital or family status, military status, 
ancestry, genetic information, or any 
other legally protected characteristic, 
(collectively, "Protected Classes") in 
its programs and activities, including 
employment opportunities.

The District's Compliance Officers 
shall handle inquiries regarding the 
Board's nondiscrimination policies and 
address any complaint of discrimination

FERPA NOTIFICATION
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) 

is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all 
schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education.

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These 
rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond 
the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students."

• Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education 
records	maintained	by	the	school.	Schools	are	not	required	to	provide	copies	of	records	
unless,	for	reasons	such	as	great	distance,	it	is	impossible	for	parents	or	eligible	students	
to	review	the	records.	Schools	may	charge	a	fee	for	copies.

•	Parents	or	eligible	students	have	the	right	to	request	that	a	school	correct	records	which	they	
believe	to	be	inaccurate	or	misleading.	If	the	school	decides	not	to	amend	the	record,	the	
parent	or	eligible	student	then	has	the	right	to	a	formal	hearing.	After	the	hearing,	if	the	school	
still	decides	not	to	amend	the	record,	the	parent	or	eligible	student	has	the	right	to	place	a	
statement	with	the	record	setting	forth	his	or	her	view	about	the	contested	information.

•	Generally,	schools	must	have	written	permission	from	the	parent	or	eligible	student	in	
order	to	release	any	information	from	a	student's	education	record.	However,	FERPA	
allows	schools	to	disclose	those	records,	without	consent,	to	the	following	parties	or	
under	the	following	conditions	(34	CFR	§	99.31):
o	 School	officials	with	legitimate	educational	interest;
o	Other	schools	to	which	a	student	is	transferring;
o	 Specified	officials	for	audit	or	evaluation	purposes;
o	Appropriate	parties	in	connection	with	financial	aid	to	a	student;
o	Organizations	conducting	certain	studies	for	or	on	behalf	of	the	school;
o Accrediting organizations;
o To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 
o	Appropriate	officials	in	cases	of	health	and	safety	emergencies;	and
o	 State	and	local	authorities,	within	a	juvenile	justice	system,	pursuant	to	specific	State	law.

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's 
name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates 
of attendance. However, schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory 
information and allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request 
that the school not disclose directory information about them. Schools must notify parents 
and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA. The actual means of notification 
(special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article) is left to 
the discretion of each school.

For additional information, you may call 1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327) (voice). 
Individuals who use TDD may use the Federal Relay Service.

Or you may contact us at the following address:
  Family Policy Compliance Office 
  U.S. Department of Education
  400 Maryland Avenue, SW
  Washington, D.C. 20202-8520
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Middle School
• Construction started 6/19/17
• Demolition of walls, ceilings, 

lighting, ductwork, piping and 
old mechanical equipment is 
nearing completion

• Installation of new plumbing, 
heating, piping and mechanical 
equipment has started

• Cafeteria remodeling is 
beginning

• New gym lighting is complete
• New gym fire alarm devices 

have started
• Site demolition has begun
• New foundations at the main 

entrance are being installed

Galesburg Augusta Community Schools Construction Update – 7/7/17

High School
• New roofing over the Media Center is complete
• New Gymnasium lighting is installed
• New site lighting in parking lot is complete
• New roofing over the Gymnasium has started

▪ Demolition complete
▪ New ice and water shield installed
▪ New roofing material delivered

Primary School
• Partial roofing replacement started 6/19/17 – 95% complete
• New Gymnasium lighting installation is complete
• New lighting at the main entrance canopy has started

Cafeteria

New Foundation

New Generator and Pad

Gym lighting being removed

Gym RoofGym Roof Media Center Roof
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swalker@gacsnet.org 
269-484-2010 Ext. 2129 (HS Band Office)

2017-18 Fall Schedule 
As of 6/19/17 

Date  Event Time Location 
July 28 (Fri) Freshman Orientation w/ Student Leaders 9-5 HS 

Color Guard & Drumline Sectionals 1-5 HS 
July 29 (Sat) Band Camp (all members)  9-5 HS 
July 31-Aug. 4 (Mon-Fri) Band Camp (all members)  9-5 HS 

August 21 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
August 28 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
August 31 (Thur) Home Football   5:30 HS/Maskill 

September 7 (Thur) 6th Grade Instrument Rental Mtg. 6:30 MS Café 
September 11 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
September 15 (Fri) Home Football   5:30 HS/Maskill 
September 18 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
September 22 (Fri) Home Football (Homecoming) 5:30 HS/Maskill 
September 25 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
September 30 (Sat) Battle Creek MB Invitational TBD BC Central 

October 2 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
October 6 (Fri) Home Football (Senior Night) 5:30 HS/Maskill 
October 7 (Sat) Vicksburg MB Invitational  TBD Vicksburg 
October 9 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal  7-9 HS 
October 11 (Wed) MSBOA MB Festival  TBD Vicksburg 
October 16 (Mon) Marching Band Rehearsal (if necessary) 7-9 HS 
October 18 (Wed) MSBOA MB Festival Rain Date (if necessary) TBD Vicksburg 

November 7 (Tues) MSBOA Middle School Honors Band All Day Vicksburg 
November 11 (Sat) Kalamazoo Holiday Parade  11:00 Kalamazoo 

December 6 (Wed) Galesburg Holiday Parade  TBD Galesburg 
December 13 (Wed) HS & 7/8 Holiday Concert  7:00 HS Gym 

*Required for HS, 7-8 grade 

*Dates and times are subject to change*

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend and participate in every scheduled performance and rehearsal. 

In the event of a family emergency, extreme conflict, or severe illness, parents/guardians should 
contact the band director in writing or by phone as soon as possible. An absence will be considered 
excused on a case-by-case basis and only with the appropriate parental contact. 

.
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43 

2017-18 
G-A School Calendar

August 23 (W) Freshman Orientation (6:30pm to 8:00pm) 
August 25 (F) New Hires & Mentors Report 
August 28 (M) Staff Breakfast/GAEA/pm Building Staff Meetings 
August 29 (T) Professional Development K-12/pm classroom worktime 3 hrs 

Open House GA Middle School (6pm to 8pm) 
Open House GA Primary School (5pm to 7:00pm) 

August 30 (W) Professional Development K-12 6 hrs 
August 31 (Th) Professional Development K-12 6 hrs 
September 5 (T) School Begins ½ Day K-12/ pm work time 
October 11 (W) MS and HS Parent Teacher Conferences 4-8pm  
October 12 (Th) ½ Day K-12, MS and HS PTC 1pm to 4pm and 5pm to 8pm 

(PS to report from 1pm to 3pm) 
October 31 (T) ½ Day K-12, Early Release PLC 12:30-3pm 2.5 hrs 
November 3 (F) ½ Day K-8 / Records Day - Marking Period Ends 
November 6 (M) No School K-12 / PD 5 hrs 
November 15 (W) Primary School Parent Teacher Conferences 4-8pm 
November 16 (Th) Primary School Parent Teacher Conferences 4-8pm 
November 22-24 (W-F) No School Thanksgiving Break  
December 8 (F) ½ Day K- 12 / Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs 
Dec. 22-Jan. 5 (F, M-F) Holiday Break (No County Programs on Dec. 22nd)  
January 8 (M) School resumes 
January 23 (T) High School exam- modified schedule 
January 24-26 (W-F) ½ Days 9-12 H.S. Exams  
January 26 (F) Marking Period Ends 
January 26 (F) K-8 No School Records Day  
January 29 (M) 2nd Semester Begins 
February 21 (W) K-12 Parent Teacher Conferences 4-8pm
February 22 (Th) ½ Day K-12, PTC 1pm to 4pm and 5pm to 8pm 
February 23 (F) ½ Day K- 12 / Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs 
March 30 (F) ½ Day K-8 / Records Day - 3rd Marking Period Ends 
April 2 – 6 (M-F) Spring Break 
April 9 (M) School Resumes 
April 10 (T)** No School 9, 10, 12: AM SAT Testing for 11th grade 
April 11 (W)** ½ Day 12th grade @ 11:15; AM Testing Pre-SAT for 9th and 10th,  

11th WorkKeys  
April 20 (F) ½ Day K-12 Early Release PLC 12:30-3 2.5 hrs 
May 28 (M) No School K-12 Memorial Day 
June 8 (F) H.S Exams-modified schedule (Full Day K-12)

H.S. Graduation 7 pm 
June 11 (M) ½ Day 9-12 H.S. Exams 
June 12 (T) ½ Day K-12 H.S. Exams  
June 13 (W) ½ Day K-12 Last Day / H.S. Exams - Teacher Check Out 
June 14 (Th) Last Day Teachers/Teacher Check-Out 

** Tentative dates-actual dates will be determined by the State Testing Schedule 

.
2017-18

G-A School Calendar
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Administration Offices
1076 N. 37th St. 

Galesburg, MI 49053
(269) 484-2000

Primary School (Pre-K through 4)
Principal: Shaun Sportel

(269) 484-2040
ssportel@gacsnet.org

Middle School (5th - 8th Grades)
Principal: Shana Wiese

(269) 484-2020
swiese@gacsnet.org

High School (9th – 12th Grades)
Principal: Christie Robinson

(269) 484-2010
crobinson@gacsnet.org

It is the policy of the Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools that no discriminatory practices based on sex, race, religion, color,  age, national 
origin, disability, height, weight, or any other status covered by federal, state or local law be allowed in  providing instructional opportunities, 

programs, services, job placement assistance, employment or in policies governing  student conduct and attendance.  
Complaints or inquiries related to discrimination should be forwarded to:

Superintendent of Schools
1076 N. 37th St.

Galesburg, MI 49053
Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent • 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053 • (269) 484-2000 • Fax (269) 484-2001

Vision Statement:
To encourage learning, inspire pride and support all students. 

WE ARE G-A!

Mission Statement:
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will empower all students to 

be productive and responsible citizens.


