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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings, G-A Families & Friends:
Hard to believe the holidays are here and winter is fast approaching.  We have had a great fall 

semester and we hope you enjoy some of our highlights within this Ram Announcer!
It is hard not to think about what we are grateful for here at G-A during this holiday season.  

Here are just a few:
•	 A	complete	renovation	of	our	middle	school	with	tons	of	flexible	and	comfortable	work		

 spaces for students
• New bus for safely transporting students
•	 Increase	in	staff	to	provide	greater	support	for	students	in	all	buildings
•	 Safety	training	for	all	staff	and	increased	security	across	the	district
• Increase in the devices available for students and teachers in classrooms
• Instructional coaching in the areas of math, reading, technology and teacher leadership
•	 Consistent	student	enrollment	and	conservative	budgeting	that	has	allowed	us	to	give	our	entire	staff	pay		

 raises this year
• A Community Foundation that supports teachers in the classroom with grants to do innovative work
• Music and Athletic Boosters who spend hours of their time supporting G-A students and athletes
• Additional courses in PE, Art and STEM/STEAM
• Parents and families who get their children to school every day 
•	 G-A	staff	who	come	to	work	passionate	and	committed	to	doing	their	best	by	your	children	every	day
• Future opportunities to provide students with after-school athletic and non-athletic activities and facilities to  

 help them become successful young adults
Please know that we are thankful that you choose Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools for your child’s 

education.		We	are	committed	to	continuous	improvement	and	welcome	your	feedback.		To	that	end,	please	watch	for	
announcements after the holiday break for opportunities to provide such feedback.  I will be holding student, parent 
and community forums to hear your ideas for the future of G-A.  I am looking forward to forging this future with you.

Sincerely,
Wendy Maynard-Somers

Wendy Maynard-
Somers, Superintendent

SCHOOLS OF CHOICE ENROLLMENT FOR SECOND SEMESTER 2018-2019
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools is accepting K-12 Schools of Choice 
applications for the 2018-2019 school year.  The application window for second 
semester enrollment of the 2018-2019 school year will be January 7, 2019 
through January 21, 2019.  Applications will be available on January 7, 2019, at 
www.g-aschools.org or the administration office, 1076 N. 37th Street, Galesburg, MI 
49053.  If you have any questions, please call the administration office at 269-484-2000
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY SCHOOL
315 W. Battle Creek St. Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Shaun Sportel • (269)484-2040

Walk to School
International Walk to School Day is a global event that involves communities from more than 40 countries 
walking and biking to school on the same day. It began in 1997 as a one-day event. Over time, this event 
has become part of a movement for year-round safe routes to school and a celebration – with record 
breaking participation – each October. 
This	year,	students	who	participated	were	dropped	off	at	River	Oaks	Park	by	their	parents	or	from	the	
buses.  Then teachers and students gathered and proceeded to walk on the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail 
from	River	Oaks	Park	to	the	Primary	Building.			The	rain	held	off	and	in	all,	it	was	about	a	mile	hike.

Fire Station 
and Fire Safety
Every year, as part of Fire 

Safety Week, the second 
and third grade classes 
take	 a	 walking	 field	 trip	
to	the	local	fire	station	this	
week. We learned about 
what to do in case we are 
ever	in	a	fire,	how	to	check	
our smoke alarms, how 
to check if a door is hot 
during	 a	 fire	 and	 what	 a	
firefighter	 looks/sounds	
like if they have to search 
for	us	in	a	fire.	We	also	got	
to	squirt	a	REAL	fire	hose,	
ask questions about how a 
firetruck	 works	 and	 then	
we got to ride back to school 
on	top	of	a	REAL	firetruck!	
It	was	a	great	experience.

WMU Nursing 
Program

On Friday, October 26th, 
students in grades 2nd 
through 4th had nurses from 
the WMU nursing programs 
come and teach about basic 
first	 aid.	 	 Students	 learned	
when 911 should be called 
and the importance to call 
that number only when 
there is an emergency.  
Additionally, they learned 
about the AED machine and 
its location at the school.  
Finally, each student got the 
opportunity to practice the 
Heimlich maneuver on a 
mannequin. A special thank 
you to community member 
and WMU nursing director 
Wendy Kershner for 
coordinating this program.  



4     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  DECEMBER 2018 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Our Book Garden . . . 
We now have a book garden. KRESA has generously 

provided the Primary with a "Book Garden". These 
books are for parents and students to take and make 
their own. Within one week, most of the books were 
in students hands and the shelves were ready to be 
restocked.

Adults for Galesburg-Augusta Kids (AFGAK) 
is a group of adults interested in improving the primary school 
experience	 and	 providing	 educational	 opportunities	 otherwise	
unavailable to the G-A Primary children. 

This group of dedicated parents and community members runs 
a Walk-A-Thon every year as one of its major fundraising events.  
Students, teachers, and community members walk the track throughout the day to earn money for our 
school.	 	This	year	was	a	 little	chilly	 in	 the	morning,	but	 it	ended	up	a	beautiful	day	 to	 listen	 to	music	
and walk around the track.  All students Pre-K through 4th grade as well as their teachers and guests 
participated in this event. 

If you would like more information on how you can help out our PTO, please visit their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/GA.AFGAK/	or	email	them	at	ga.afgak@gmail.com.

RAMS TICKETS
This is our fourth year with our District Wide 
emphasis	 on	 RAMS	 Expectations.	 	 RAMS	 stands	
for Respect, Achieve, Manage, Succeed.  These 
expectations	 are	 posted	 in	 all	 areas	 of	 our	 school	
and are used as a reference daily.  When students 
show	 RAMS	 expectations,	
they are awarded a RAMS 
ticket.  Weekly winners are 
chosen every Friday and 
announced at 2:00. Winners 
receive	a	certificate,	as	well	
as a book or a prize from 
the	 prize	 box.	 	 We	 then	
have their picture taken to 
be displayed in our main 
hallway under the bulletin 
board titled “G-A Leaders”. 
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Summer Reading 
With the help of KRESA, Eaton, and the United Way, we were able to provide every student in grades 

Pre-K through 3rd grade three books to read before they left for the summer that the students self-selected 
to	promote	 the	 love	of	 reading.	 	 	When	 the	 students	 returned	 to	 school,	 they	were	 asked	 to	fill	 out	 a	
summer reading book review.  This allowed all students, even the ones that were not at G-A last year a 
chance to tell us about their summer reading.  In October, there was a drawing.... the winners received a 
board game and a book of their choosing. 

This	year	at	G-A	Primary,	we	are	putting	a	big	focus	on	tying	
all of our instruction back to the Michigan Essential Practices in 
Early and Elementary Literacy.  These instructional practices help 
improve literacy by identifying a small set of research supported 
literacy instructional practices. One small, but huge goal for all 
classrooms is to work with students on building stamina while 
they read to themselves. Students with good reading stamina 
can	 stay	 engaged	with	 a	 text	 for	 a	 long	period	of	 time	without	
becoming distracted. Students can best develop this stamina by 
reading independently what they choose to read. This creates 
opportunities for children to see themselves as a successful reader.  

You can help at home too... reading with your son or daughter, 
even in 3rd and 4th grade, can increase student’s reading 
achievement.

Mr. Sportel’s Showcase Book Selection
With the help of the Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation Grant, Mr. Sportel is able to 
showcase	a	new	book	once	a	month.		Our	first	showcase	book	was	called	“Frederick”	by	Leo	Lionni.	All	
students got a video message about the book from Mr. Sportel and then students Pre-K-4th grades recieved 
a	copy	of	the	book	for	their	classroom	library.		We	can’t	wait	to	see	what	book	will	come	next.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
750 W. Van Buren St., Augusta, MI 49012
Principal: Shana M. Wiese • (269)484-2020

Grants / Donations Provide Fun Learning Opportunities for 5th Graders!
Thanks	to	several	grants	and	donations,	the	fifth	grade	has	several	trips	and	many	activities	this	school	year.	
The	school	district	purchased	a	5th	grade	science	textbook,	but	there	were	over	$1000	in	additional	supplies	
to	complete	the	student	investigations.		A	grant	from	Pfizer	in	June	of	2018	allowed	us	to	obtain	a	few	of	
the	 items,	over	$300	 in	parent	donations	 in	September,	 and	 the	Galesburg-Augusta	Community	Schools	
Education	Enhancement	Grant	in	October	provided	us	with	the	remaining	amount!	So	far	the	fifth	grade	has	
dissected owl pellets and investigated a waste product of decomposing sugar and yeast. The students are 
very	excited	to	be	able	to	complete	all	of	the	investigations	this	year!

In October, the 5th grade traveled to the W. K. Kellogg Bird Sanctuary thanks to a bus grant from West 
Michigan Honda dealers, donations from the student’s families and our ongoing popcorn sales. We learned 
about	 birds	 of	 prey,	 bird	 adaptations	 and	 the	 trumpeter	 swan.	 	 The	 information	 learned	on	 this	 trip	fit	
perfectly into our science unit on ecosystems.

In	 January,	 5th	 graders	will	 attend	 STARBASE,	 a	 free	 federal	 STEM	 (Science,	 Technology,	 Engineering,	
and	Math)	program	thanks	to	a	bus	grant	from	the	John	E.	Fetzer	Institute	Fund	through	the	Kalamazoo	
Community Foundation. This amazing hands-on program aligns with our math and science curriculum. 
Students	launch	rockets,	create	a	Computer-aided	design	(CAD)	that	is	3D	printed,	program	a	robot	to	move	
along a path, learn to work in cooperative groups by creating protective landing gear for Eggbert, and much 
more.

In February, 5th graders will get swimming lessons, thanks to an endowment from the VanSickler Fund.  
These swim lessons are a continuation of 4th grade lessons. 

We appreciate all of the support we have received for a fun and educational year. We are having a great time 
in 5th grade!

Owl Pellet Investigation 5th Grade Science

FOCUS ON LITERACY
Galesburg-Augusta	 Community	 Schools	 is	 partnering	 with	 The	 Literacy	 Action	 Network	 (LAN)	 in	
Kalamazoo County through KRESA. This partnership is focused upon promoting district-wide literacy 
efforts	that	are	research-based	and	applicable	in	a	variety	of	settings.	G-A	Schools	are	concentrating	on	
creating	and	maintaining	learning	environments	that	reflect	a	strong	commitment	to	literacy.	As	always,	
we encourage parents and families to join us in encouraging our young people to READ…READ…READ!
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Halloween Fun for 5th and 6th Graders
G-A Middle School’s 5th and 6th graders participated in their annual Halloween parade through the 
village of Augusta on Wednesday, October 31. Students left the middle school at 9:30 a.m. and walked to 
the Augusta business district. Local businesses, the library, and the Augusta Fellowship United Methodist 
Church	provided	treats	along	the	way.	Students,	staff,	and	parents	enjoyed	this	adventure	and	wanted	to	
thank everyone involved.

Great Opportunities for G-A Sixth Graders
Galesburg-Augusta Middle School has collaborated with Big Brothers/ Big Sisters’ career-based mentoring 
program called Bigs in Business. We are so fortunate to be linked with Eaton Corporation which has 
provided	the	18	mentors	for	18	of	our	6th	grade	students.	Our	students	will	be	transported	every	other	
Monday to Eaton to spend an hour with their mentors. This is a year-long program with a two-year 
commitment for the mentor as well as the student.  This program allows students the opportunity to 
form	and	grow	a	relationship	with	an	adult	in	the	business	community	while	experiencing	the	mentor’s	
workplace. In addition, this lets the students discover how their classroom education will be applied in the 
future while learning about possible career options. 

G-AMS National Junior Honor Society
The	National	Junior	Society	is	a	nationally	renowned	organization	established	to	recognize	
outstanding	middle	school	students.	More	than	just	an	honor	roll,	NJHS	serves	to	honor	students	
who	have	demonstrated	excellence	in	the	areas	of	scholarship,	service,	leadership,	character	
and	citizenship.This	year,	8	of	our	8th	grade	students	who	were	identified	as	having	met	these	
five	pillars	of	excellence	were	invited	to	become	members	of	this	honorable	organization.	

Zachary Eberstein     Audrey Meyer
Grace Fleck     Kayla Nichols
Addyson Godde    Karina Nigg
Stephanie Johnson    Jordan West
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Role Change at the Middle School
For	 the	past	 15	 years,	Mr.	 Jamie	Korinek	has	 served	 as	 the	middle	

school’s eighth grade social studies teacher. He is a master teacher 
with a love for social studies and genuine passion for educating the 
whole child. This year, Mr. Korinek has assumed the role of Middle 
School Student Support Specialist and District STEAM Coordinator. 
His new administrative position is two-fold. As the Student Support 
Specialist,	 Mr.	 Korinek	 is	 afforded	 the	 opportunity	 to	 focus	 on	
student behaviors and on building strong relationships with students 
and families, alike. He leads our Positive Behavioral Incentives and 
Supports	(PBIS)	program,	promoting	positive	behavior	choices	in	our	
students. Additionally, Mr. Korinek is utilizing restorative practices in 
addressing student issues and discipline. He is determined to provide 
a safe and nurturing environment for all G-A Middle School students. 
His	efforts	thus	far	have	resulted	in	a	positive	shift	 in	school	culture,	
wherein	 students	 embrace	 the	 concept	 of	 R.A.M.S.	 (respect,	 achieve,	
manage, and succeed). The other facet of Mr. Korinek’s new position is 
to	lead	the	district’s	STEAM	(science,	technology,	engineering,	arts,	and	mathematics)	education	initiative.	
He	is	taking	some	time	to	assess	the	district’s	current	STEAM	offerings	and	creating	a	plan	to	make	G-A	
Community Schools the model school in the area for STEAM education.  We are fortunate to have an 
individual with such determination, creativity, and integrity take on such an important leadership role in 
our district.

8th Grade Project Lead The Way
Our	middle	 school	 is	 proud	 to	 provide	 STEAM	 (Science	 Technology	 Engineering	Art	Mathematics)	
education	 in	grades	5-8	 through	 the	Project	Lead	The	Way	Program.	 In	 the	months	of	September	and	
October,	 the	 8th	grade	 students	 learned	about	 the	 science	of	mechanisms.	 Students	 then	applied	 their	
scientific	knowledge	of	mechanisms,	through	the	use	of	the	design	process	and	in	collaborative	teams,	into	
a functional pull-toy mechanism. This unique, hands-on opportunity was enjoyed by all and resulted in 
fun-filled	class	presentations	of	their	final	products.
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Band
Congratulations	 to	 Sophia	 Baker	 (clarinet),	 Addyson	 Godde	 (alto	
saxophone),	Nick	Martin	(baritone	saxophone),	and	Jordan	West	(clarinet)	
on	an	excellent	performance	at	MSBOA	District	11	Middle	School	Honor	
Band in Vicksburg on Tuesday, November 6th! These students were 
accepted into the Honor Band by audition. They spent the day preparing 
music with a guest conductor and local band directors, culminating 
in	 an	 outstanding	 concert.	 Sophia,	Addy,	 Nick,	 and	 Jordan	were	 great	
representatives of G-A and our band program! Congrats to all on a job 
well done!

Great Season for Middle School Cross Country Team
From	the	bang	of	the	gun,	to	the	finish	line,	this	year’s	middle	school	cross-country	
team	had	a	great	season.	As	the	2018	season	came	to	close,	 they	experienced	many	
great memories along with several personal best times.  
The	boys	team	had	several	strong	runners	with	Ben	and	Caden	Smeltzer	exchanging	
the	lead	with	Carter	Stevens	and	Owen	Pfeiffer.	The	boys	brought	home	the	first	boys	
XC	trophy	by	placing	second	at	the	Schoolcraft	Invite.	They	finished	the	SAC	Championship	strong	placing	
fourth in our conference. Overall the boys team had a wonderful year, they improved their personal record 
most every meet. At the Portage Invite, Carter Stevens placed 56th out of 511 6th grade boys.
The	girls	team	had	a	super	awesome	season.	They	placed	first	at	the	Mendon	Invite,	Schoolcraft	Invite,	SAC	
Jamborees	#1	and	#2	and	the	SAC	Championship.	They	placed	2nd	at	Bloomingdale	and	Gobles	Invites	at	
the	end	of	the	season,	while	they	placed	3rd	at	the	Centreville	Invite	for	their	first	meet.	Hailey	Abbott	had	7	
1st	place	wins	for	the	season.	The	team	usually	placed	5	to	6	girls	in	the	top	20	finishers.	The	girl’s	team	was	
strong,	with	a	lot	of	talent.		At	the	Portage	Invite,	Hailey	Abbott	placed	20th	out	of	631	7th	and	8th	grade	girls.

Volleyball 2018
2018	has	been	an	exciting	season	for	the	Middle	School	Lady	Rams	Volleyball	team.	We	started	the	season	welcoming	

G-A	alumni	Kealey	O'Day	as	our	8th	grade	coach.	Kealey	graduated	from	G-A	in	2015.	After	graduation,	she	attended	
bible	college	for	a	year,	then	transferred	to	KCC	to	play	volleyball.	As	a	former	setter	at	the	college	level,	Kealey	has	
brought	knowledge	and	experience	that	our	program	was	lacking.	The	coaching	staff	are	excited	to	provide	well	rounded	
athletes to our high school teams.

With the high numbers of players that we are continuing to see at the Middle School level, we are able to divide each 
grade into two teams. By doing this, each girl is able to have substantial more game time. Each team has won some and 
lost some, and have learned some valuable lessons and skills along the way. In our 7th grade a 
huge	part	of	our	program	is	just	getting	them	to	think	as	a	team,	and	not	individually.	For	the	
8th	grade,	Kealey	is	taking	their	prior	knowledge	and	expanding	on	it,	continuing	their	growth.	
We	are	exited	 to	see	what	 these	girls	can	do	 in	High	school	next	year,	and	we	are	already	

planning	for	next	season	in	the	Middle	School.
Go Rams!
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL
1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Christie Robinson • (269)484-2010

Families in Need
If you are a family in need there are resources 
available.  Kalamazoo County has several sites 
where Loaves and Fishes is providing food.  Please 
see the “Free Groceries Available” or if you are in 
need of further assistance contact:.

High School Counselor:
Lindsey	Lake		 269-484-2103

Middle School Counselor:
Pat	Sexton	 	 269-484-2152

District Social Worker:
Emily	Herrinton	 	 269-484-2063

National Honor Society
Blood Drive
The National Honor Society hosted a record 
breaking event on November 2nd. Each year NHS 
hosts three American Red Cross blood drives and 
the	first	blood	drive	of	this	school	year	was	a	record	
breaking one. There were 115 total whole blood 
donations	including	36	who	were	first	time	donors,	
which is the largest amount that G-A has ever had. 
Each whole blood donation has the ability to save 
three lives and with the help of our community, we 
saved 345. 
Thank you to all who donated and helped save 
lives.	The	next	blood	
drive will be held on 
February 15, 2019, 
from	 8:00	 am	 until	
1:45 pm.

District Safety Training
A team has been 
meeting to review and 
improve the safety of 
our district.  We have 
discussed the district 
policies and plans 
in the event of an 
active shooter, shelter in place, and other scenarios.  
Earlier	this	fall	all	staff	participated	in	training	and	
simulations	 to	 better	 equip	 us	 with	 process	 and	
procedures for protecting our students.  If you have 
any thoughts or concerns regarding our policies 
please contact Christie Robinson.

NHS Tutors
The National Honor Society is hosting after school 
tutoring sessions for all students who may need 
additional help in their classes.  Sessions are 
held Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 
2:45 -3:45.  If you have questions contact Ms. 
Quartermaine or Ms. 
Pollard for additional 
information.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Jostens Senior Orders
Jostens	has	been	in	the	high	school	a	
few times this fall to process orders for 
seniors in anticipation of graduation.  
If your student missed the in-school 
orders, you may submit an order 
online at jostens.com.

College Month
October was a very successful College Month here at G-A! The Class of 2019 completed over 200 college 
applications,	 62%	 submitted	 their	 Free	Application	 for	 Federal	 Student	Aid,	 and	 over	 70	 people	 attended	
Paying	For	College	Night.	So	far,	the	Class	of	2019	has	been	extremely	driven	in	planning	their	futures,	with	
some students applying to as many as ten colleges to broaden their post-secondary educational horizons. In 
the	very	early	stages	of	the	college	acceptance	process,	the	Class	of	2019	has	already	been	offered	$79,000	in	
institutional aid, as a whole. Over 60% of the students that completed 
their FAFSAs are Pell Eligible, meaning they will get FREE money from 
the	government	for	their	schooling.	The	staff	at	G-A	is	so	impressed	
with all the work the Class of 2019 has done, and continues to do. 
Thank you to all the seniors and families for their hard work, and we 
look forward to seeing all that they accomplish by the end of the year!

Ms Wahla, College Adviser

AP Testing
AP testing will take place May 6- May 10 and May 13-17. Information and sign up forms will go out to 

all	AP	students	starting	 in	 January.	These	exams	are	not	mandatory	 this	year,	
but if you would like to take them, then the school district will pay your testing 
fees.	Please	keep	 the	 test	date(s)	open	and	 they	are:	US	Government	 is	May	6	
(morning),	English	Literature	is	May	8	(morning),	Chemistry	is	May	9	(morning),	
Psychology	is	May	9	(afternoon),	Biology	is	May	13	(morning),	Calculus	AB	is	
May	14	(morning),	English	Language	is	May	15	(morning),	Statistics	is	May	16	
(afternoon).	 If	 you	want	 to	 take	one	 that	 is	not	 on	 this	 list,	 please	 talk	 to	Ms.	
Triplett	and	she	can	answer	your	questions.

Attention High School Seniors!
The	Galesburg-Augusta	 Community	 Schools	 Foundation	would	 like	 to	 help	 you	 financially	with	 your	 education	

beyond high school.
The	application	deadline	for	the	Foundation	Scholarships	is	January	15,	2019.		Available	scholarships	range	in	value	

from	$500	-	$2,500.		They	are	available	for	all	levels	of	post-secondary	education,	including	trade	schools,	two	or	four-year	
colleagues.  

Check out the scholarship application and other scholarship opportunities by visiting the webpage for our High School 
Guidance via the Galesburg-Augusta High School building page.

PSAT Scores Released December 12, 2018
Students should monitor their email and 

College Board accounts for the release of 
their PSAT/NMSQT scores.  All scores should 
be available around December 12.  Students 
should make sure they link their accounts with 
Khan	Academy	to	maximize	their	opportunity	
for	tutoring	and	help	on	their	deficit	areas.



12     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  DECEMBER 2018 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

G-A Art Studio
Did you know that our G-A art students all maintain a digital portfolio of their work?  These process portfolios 
promote	student	reflection	and	ownership	of	the	artistic	process	through	all	phases	from	inspiration	to	design	
to	creation.	Students	update	portfolios	weekly,	reflecting	on	works	in	progress	or	completed	artworks.		You	can	
access	all	art	portfolios	on	my	(https://teacher4change.com/2018-19/)!

“This	is	a	picture	of	an	unknown	being.	It	was	finished	on	the	October	25,	2018.	
I have been creating these types of things when I became hooked on drawing 
eyes, and when I draw them I usually draw what I am feeling. This week I had felt 
concern for many things that had been happening. 

This creature that I have made was usually a simple piece. The eyes were just 
what I was looking for, the mouth gesture is phenomenal, and the jaw line was 
exactly	what	I	tried	for.

The	only	problems	that	I	had	came	upon	were	all	very	simple	fixes.	The	shape	of	the	head	is	a	little	off	center,	
the	right	side	is	protruding	out	and	"shorter"	than	the	other.	The	nose	is	small	and	again	off	center,	but	I	try	not	
to	do	the	same	design	for	different	characters	that	I	bring	to	life.”	~	Artist,	Eric	Swager

Community Assisting Students Anonymously (CASA)
The CASA Closet is open for students!  The CASA Closet is designed to provide 

students in need with basic personal products.  The Closet is based strictly on 
donations from students, families, churches, local agencies, and businesses.   If you 
are interested in donating to the closet contact Ms. Lake, the high school counselor 
or	stop	by	the	high	school	office.				Items	that	students	may	need:		deodorant,	toilet	
paper, toothpaste, athletic socks, etc.  

There is no greater gift than giving to others!

Credit Opportunities
GACS believe some students need the opportunity to 
work on classes in a different setting than others.  In 
an attempt to meet the needs of students, we have 
a number of options for credit recovery, traditional 
credits, and high school completion.  

Galesburg-Augusta Alternative High School is an 
online based school located on the HS campus where 
students work independently with an in-class certified 
teacher as a mentor and guide.

After School Credit Recovery is held two afternoons 
each week for students who may need to earn 
credits.  ASCR is held on campus and is monitored by 
a certified teacher as a mentor and guide.

Summer School is held during the summer months 
in an online format.  Students are encouraged to 
work at their own pace and can complete multiple 
courses based on their work ethic.  Summer School is 
monitored by a classroom mentor and guide.

Nontraditional Students are now welcome to take 
classes through GAAHS.  The state of Michigan has 
extended age mandates at the high school level.  If 
you know an adult under the age of twenty-one who 
is looking to complete their graduation requirements 
they have may have options.  If you have questions, 
contact Christie Robinson at the high school office.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Galesburg-Augusta High School Featured in Hollywood Film
By: G-AHS Publications Students, Chloe Page and Nalani Rawson

Recently, a few of our very own Galesburg-Augusta High School Rams football players 
and	cheerleaders	participated	in	the	filming	of	a	real	Hollywood	movie.		From	G-AHS,	
22	football	players,	six	cheerleaders,	four	coaches,	two	interpreters,	and	many	supportive	
football	parents	and	community	members	were	on	set	for	the	filming	of	“Sullivan.”	On	
that Saturday night, in late October, students who had parent permission to participate 
boarded	buses	and	set	out	for	Mattawan	High	School	where	the	filming	was	set	to	take	
place. Participants were scheduled to be on set through the night as the director was 
shooting an authentic high school homecoming football game environment.  The shoot 
went	over	schedule	by	30	minutes	just	to	make	sure	the	production	staff	had	all	the	shots	
they	needed.	This	was	a	memorable	and	very	rare	experience	our	students	and	community	were	able	to	be	part	
of.
The	filming	was	full	of	exciting	scenes	including	one	in	which	one	of	our	students	played	a	major	role	in	a	
scene.	Levi	Root,	a	G-AHS	senior	football	player	had	to	play	the	role	of	someone	needing	medical	attention	on	
the	field.	Levi’s	character	was	treated	by	a	paramedic	in	one	of	the	major	scenes,	and	they	even	drove	a	real	
ambulance	onto	the	set.	Another	fellow	senior	football	player,	Colten	Labrie,	commented	on	the	experience.	
“The	movie	experience	was	very	fun!	It	was	really	cool	to	be	able	to	meet	a	couple	of	famous	actors.	I	liked	
interacting	with	some	of	the	Mattawan	kids,	too.	It	was	really	amazing	to	see	what	a	movie	set	looks	like,	seeing	
how they perform all of the scenes, and what they have to do to get just the right angle.”   

G-AHS Rams Volleyball Enjoys Successful Season 
By: Publications Staff, Madison Schmidt 
The Galesburg-Augusta High School Varsity Volleyball team had an outstanding season. Only 
having lost three games and getting first place at the Parchment tournament, second place at the 
Comstock Tournament, and third place at the Loy Norrix Tournament. They beat Maple Valley 
on Monday October 29th in the first round of districts. Unfortunately, they lost against Bronson 
High School on Wednesday October 31st in the second round. This is the best season the team 
has had in a few years. It was a lot of fun to be part of!  
 

G-AHS Yearbook Information: 
Now through 2/1/19 - Yearbooks are $50 + tax at JostensYearbooks.com. 

Prices go up 2/2/19.   
 
Attention Parents of High School Seniors: Please submit a senior picture and baby 
picture as soon as possible. These were due by December 1. Also, we are still in need of “Back 
in the Day” photos for our yearbook spread. Please submit any group pictures you have of our 
seniors using the RePlayIt App or by emailing them to jennifer.hinga@garams.org You can 
also send in hard copies. Lastly, don’t forget that you can still order a Senior Ad and design a 
special shout out to your high school senior. You can do this by visiting JostensYearbooks.com   

  

(photo	courtesy	of	G-AHS	Facebook	via	Gary	D.	Marshall)
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL FOOD 
DRIVE A SUCCESS!
G-A High School Student Council members collected 606 food items to donate 
to the Word for Life Church of God for their Thanksgiving food baskets!

Salute to Service Personnel
The	high	school	staff	and	students	had	the	privilege	of	hosting	our	
first	gathering	to	show	appreciation	for	service	personnel.		Local	
veterans and other military members were invited through social 
media, personal invitation, postings at local VFWs, businesses, 
and	word	of	mouth	to	join	us	for	coffee	and	conversation..		It	was	
heartwarming to see the fellowship when one member would 
shake hands or embrace another in thanks for their time.  Our 
students	were	reminded	of	 the	sacrifices	made	by	our	military	
and how important it is to honor them.  We will be hosting our 
second	 tribute	 to	 service	 personnel	 next	 fall	 on	 the	 Monday	
following	Veterans’	Day.		We	invite	all	of	our	community	to	join	us	Monday,	November	18,	2019.

G-A Community Schools Foundation Education Enhancement Grant Recipients
The goals of the G-A Education Enhancement program are:  
1.	 	Fund	up	to	$500	for	special	and/or	unique	teaching	ideas/projects	that	help	students	learn
2.	 Encourage	staff	to	create	an	enthusiastic	student	learning	environment

Great	teachers	are	always	looking	for	new	ways	to	expand	their	instruction	and	engage	their	students.
Innovative	teaching	is	important--and	it	can	include	expenses	not	normally	part	of	a	building’s	budget.

The	G-A	Community	Schools	Foundation	awarded	21	projects,	totaling	$	8,355.00	in	the	following	areas:
 Literacy: comfy pillows and furniture for classroom, books, tablet, Sing-a-long, Read-a-Long, Book Talks, 
	 flashlights	and	Book	Snaps
 STEAM/Science:  materials for science investigations
 Life Skills:  materials for safe kitchen habits, token economy, trapper binders
 Suicide Prevention Curriculum
 PBIS:  restorative practices space and prizes for Rams Store
	 Field	Trip:		6th	grade	to	Greenfield	Village

G-A Community Schools Foundation

Tickets	can	be	purchased	at	the	main	offices	of	all	Galesburg	AugustaSchools	(Walk-ins	are	also	welcome)
The	Galesburg-Augusta	Community	Schools	Foundation	has	awarded	over	$100,000	in	the	past	20	years	to	graduating	seniors,	
classroom grants, and middle school awards.  Please support our local foundation to continue helping our G-A students!

WHEN:      Monday, February 25th, 2019
  5:00-8:00pm
WHERE:   Dig In Café 
  111 W. Michigan Ave, Augusta, MI

Adult-$10
Child (10 & under) -$5

Menu: Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, drink, and dessert!
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ATHLETIC NEWS
 1. PHYSICALS

Just	a	reminder	to	all	potential	Middle	School	and	High	School	student-athletes.	You	must	have	a	valid	
physical	on	file	with	Mr.	Merasco	(M.S.	Athletic	Director)	or	Mr.	Woodard	(H.S.	Athletic	Director)	before	
you	may	participate	in	athletics(including	practices).	A	valid	physical	is	one	given	on	or	after	April	15th,	
2018.	You	may	download	a	physical	form	from	the	school	website,	g-aschools.org	or	pick	one	up	in	the	
high	school	or	middle	school	office.	The M.H.S.A.A. physical form for the 2018-19(new in 2017-18) 
school year has been revised and MUST be used. Please make sure you have the correct form (found 
on the High School website page). It has a concussion awareness statement included. 

 2. PAST DUE ATHLETIC BILLS/UNIFORMS

You MUST have all athletic bills paid and all uniforms turned in before you may participate in any other 
school sponsored sport. This includes any past participation fees that were not paid. A few families 
requested	extensions,	but	failed	to	pay	the	fee	again	this	school	year.	These	fees	must	be	paid	before	your	
student-athlete	may	participate	next	school	year.	Please	contact	the	high	school	office	at	484-2010	if	you	
are not sure if you are on the list.

 3. PARTICIPATION FEES

Please	start	planning	for	your	athlete’s	upcoming	participation	fee.	The	fee	at	the	middle	school	is	$25	
per	sport.	The	fee	at	the	high	school	is	$50	per	sport.	There	is	a	$200	family	cap	for	the	school	year.	All	
fees	are	due	within	two	weeks	of	the	first	practice	and	there are no refunds for quitting a sport. If you 
are unable to pay the entire fee, you MUST contact the athletic director to request a reduction. Your child 
will not be able to make the request. It must come from a parent or guardian.

4. WINTER SCHEDULES

The High School winter athletic schedules can be found on the school website at g-aschools.org   Also, 
athletic events change from time to time, so please make sure you check the website for any changes. 

5. ELIGIBILITY (High School)

Student-Athletes must be eligible to participate in athletics. Eligibility is determined by past semester 
grades(passed	5	out	of	7	classes)	and	current	grades(during	school	year).		Also,	your	residency	plays	a	
role	in	eligibility.	There	are	many	transfer	rules,	so	if	you	are	new	to	the	area,	please	call	(269)	484-2016	to	
discuss any eligibility concerns.

6.  ADMISSION FEES (High School)

The	admission	fee	for	high	school	athletic	events	will	remain	$5	(6	yrs.	and	up).	Senior citizens	(62	
yrs.	and	up)	will	be	admitted	free with a senior citizen pass. The senior citizen passes are issued at the 
middle	school	or	high	school	office.	Also,	annual	student passes are available for purchase. The cost 
for an elementary or middle school student will be $20 and the cost for a high school student will 
be $30.	This	pass	is	good	for	all	home	(regular	season)	high school athletic events. It does not include 
league or MHSAA tournaments. In addition, discount punch cards can be purchased as well. You can 
purchase 14 admissions for $50($3.57 per admission), 25 admissions for $75($3.00 per admission), and 
40 admissions for $100($2.50 per admission).	These	punch	cards	do	not	expire,	so	you	can	use	them	for	
multiple	years.	The	punch	cards	can	only	be	used	at	home	(regular	season)	contests.	Finally,	new	this	
year, Galesburg-Augusta will be allowing all Military Veterans into all regular season contests FREE. 
Veterans must be in uniform or show their military I.D. Thank you for serving our country Veterans!     
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA
WRESTLING SCHEDULE 2018-19

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA
BOYS BASKETBALL

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA
GIRLS BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE 2018-19

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA
BOWLING SCHEDULE 2018-19

       GALESBURG-AUGUSTA WRESTLING SCEHDULE
          2018-19

     DATE       OPPONENT SITE    TIME

Sat. 12-8 G-A Tournament Home 9 a.m.

Wed. 12-12 at Watervliet vs. Watervliet and Coloma Away 6 p.m.

Wed. 12-19 vs. Martin and Delton Home 6 p.m.

Sat. 12-29 Climax Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Sat. 1-5 Gobles Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Wed. 1-9 at Lawton vs. Fennville and Gobles Away 6 p.m.

Sat. 1-12 Mendon Tournament Away TBD

Wed. 1-16 Lawton Home 6 p.m.

Sat. 1-19 Marcellus Tournament Away 9 a.m.

Wed. 1-23 at Lawton vs. Schoolcraft and Constantine Away 6 p.m.

Fri. 1-25 Comstock Tournament Away TBD

Sat. 2-2 SAC League Tournament at Coloma Away TBD

Thurs. 2-7 Team District TBD TBD

Sat. 2-9 Individual District TBD TBD

 GALESBURG-AUGUSTA GIRL'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
                  2018-19

REV. 11-13
  DATE    OPPONENT LEVEL    SITE

Thurs. 12-6 Constantine JV Home w/Boy's JV
Fri. 12-7 Constantine Var Away w/Boy's Var
Tues. 12-11 Gobles JV/Var Away
Fri. 12-14 Lakeshore Home School JV/Var Home
Tues. 12-18 Lawton JV/Var Home
Thurs. 1-3 Hackett JV Home w/Boy's JV
Fri. 1-4 Hackett Var. Away w/Boy's Var.
Thurs. 1-10 Schoolcraft JV Home w/Boy's JV
Fri. 1-11 Schoolcraft Var. Away w/Boy's Var.
Tues. 1-15 K-Christian JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 1-17 Delton JV Away w/Boy's JV
Fri. 1-18 Delton Var. Home w/Boy's Var. Hall of Fame
Tues. 1-22 Parchment JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 1-24 Constantine JV Away w/Boy's JV
Fri. 1-25 Constantine Var. Home w/Boy's Var.
Tues. 1-29 Fennville JV/Var. Away
Thurs. 1-31 Maple Valley JV Home w/Boy's JV
Fri. 2-1 Maple Valley Var. Away w/Boy's Var.
Tues. 2-5 Lawton JV/Var. Away
Thurs. 2-7 Hackett JV Away w/Boy's JV
Fri. 2-8 Hackett Var. Home w/Boy's Var. Snowcoming
Mon. 2-11 Climax-Scotts JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 2-14 Schoolcraft JV Away w/Boy's JV
Fri. 2-15 Schoolcraft Var. Home w/Boy's Var.
Tues. 2-19 K-Christian JV/Var Away
Thurs. 2-21 Delton JV Home w/Boy's JV
Fri. 2-22 Delton Var. Away w/Boy's Var.
Tues. 2-26 Calhoun Christian Var. Home 7 p.m.
Thurs. 2-28 Martin JV/Var. Away

Tuesday and Thursday JV games start at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday Varsity games will
start 15 minutes after the conclusion of the JV game at approximately 7 p.m.
Friday Varsity games will start at 6 p.m.

      2018-19

DATE TIME OPPONENT

Mon. 12-3 4 p.m. Hackett
Wed. 12-5 4 p.m. Constantine
Mon. 12-10 4 p.m. Martin
Wed. 12-12 4 p.m. Comstock
Mon. 12-17 4 p.m. Coloma
Wed. 12-19 4 p.m. Schoolcraft
Mon. 1-7 4 p.m. K-Christian
Wed. 1-9 4 p.m. Bronson
Mon. 1-14 4 p.m. Parchment
Wed. 1-16 4 p.m. Hackett
Mon. 1-21 4 p.m. Constantine
Wed. 1-23 4 p.m. Martin
Mon. 1-28 4 p.m. Comstock
Wed. 1-30 4 p.m. Coloma
Mon. 2-4 4 p.m. Schoolcraft
Wed. 2-6 4 p.m. K-Christian
Mon. 2-11 4 p.m. Bronson
Wed. 2-13 4 p.m. Parchment
Feb. 22-23 TBD Regionals
March 1-2 TBD State Finals

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOWLING SCHEDULE

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
  2018-19

rev. 9-28-18
  DATE    OPPONENT LEVEL    SITE

Tues. 11-27 Zion Christian JV/Var Away
Fri. 11-30 Martin JV/Var Home
Tues. 12-4 Marshall Academy JV/Var Home
Thurs. 12-6 Constantine JV Home w/Girl's JV
Fri. 12-7 Constantine Var Away w/ Girl's Var.
Tues. 12-11 Gobles JV/Var Home
Tues. 12-18 Lawton JV/Var Away
Thurs. 1-3 Hackett JV Home w/Girl's Var.
Fri. 1-4 Hackett Var. Away w/Girl's Var.
Tues. 1-8 Michigan Lutheran JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 1-10 Schoolcraft JV Home w/Girl's JV
Fri. 1-11 Schoolcraft Var. Away w/Girl's Var.
Tues. 1-15 K-Christian JV/Var. Away
Thurs. 1-17 Delton JV Away w/Girl's JV
Fri. 1-18 Delton Var. Home w/Girl's Var. Hall of Fame
Tues. 1-22 Parchment JV/Var. Away
Thurs. 1-24 Constantine JV Away w/Girl's JV
Fri. 1-25 Constantine Var. Home w/Girl's Var.
Tues. 1-29 Fennville JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 1-31 Maple Valley JV Home w/Girl's JV
Fri. 2-1 Maple Valley Var. Away w/Girl's Var.
Tues. 2-5 Lawton JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 2-7 Hackett JV Away w/Girl's JV
Fri. 2-8 Hackett Var. Home w/Girl's Var. Snowcoming
Thurs. 2-14 Schoolcraft JV Away w/Girl's JV
Fri. 2-15 Schoolcraft Var. Home w/Girl's Var.
Tues. 2-19 K-Christian JV/Var. Home
Thurs. 2-21 Delton JV Home w/Girl's JV
Fri. 2-22 Delton Var. Away w/Girl's Var.

Tuesday JV games start at 5:30 p.m. and Thursday JV games start 15 minutes
afer the conclusion of the girl's JV game (approximately 7 p.m.)
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2018 Galesburg-Augusta Girls Cross Country 
The	2018	Galesburg-Augusta	Girl’s	Cross	Country	team’s	season	became	one	for	the	record	books.	The	team,	

coached	by	Christina	Thomas	 and	 consisting	 of	Avery	Coleman,	Lauryn	Coleman,	Megan	Earles,	 Jacey	Orr,	
Aubree Sedore, and Aleigha Vos continued to improve throughout the the season. This was demonstrated by 
a strong showing at the Southwestern Athletic Conference Finals that took place at the Gilmore Car Museum 
on	October	11th.	The	team	came	through	with	an	impressive	second	place	finish	out	of	thirteen	schools.	Four	
members	earned	all-league	honors	for	their	performances	(Lauryn	4th	place,	Aubree	5th	place,	Jacey	17th	place,	
and	Avery	20th	place).	This	finish	was	good	enough	to	push	the	team	to	fourth	place	overall	in	the	Southwestern	
Athletic	Conference’s	final	standings.
The	team	continued	to	build	momentum	with	a	third-place	finish	at	the	Bloomingdale	Invitational	on	October	

13th	and	a	second-place	finish	at	the	Gobles	Invitational	on	October	20th.	Next	up	for	the	team	was	the	biggest	
race	of	the	season	at	that	time.	The	Michigan	High	School	Athletic	Association’s	(M.H.S.A.A.)	Regional	Event	took	
place	at	Centreville	High	School	on	October	27th.	The	team	came	through	with	an	impressive	third	place	finish	
out	of	fifteen	competing	schools.	Four	members	finished	in	the	top	twenty	(Lauryn	3rd	place,	Aubree	5th	place,	
Jacey	12th	place,	and	Avery	20th	place).	The	top	three	finish	for	the	team	qualified	them	for	the	M.H.S.A.A.	Finals	
for	the	first	time	in	school	history.	

The M.H.S.A.A. Finals took place on November 3rd at Michigan International Speedway. This event brought 
together all of the top runners and teams in the state of Michigan. The team would face their toughest competition 
of	the	season.	In	Division	III,	our	team	managed	a	20th	place	finish	out	of	27	schools.	Lauryn	Coleman	had	the	top	
finish	for	G-A	with	a	40th	place	finish	out	of	238	runners.	

Congratulations Coach Thomas and the entire G-A Girl’s Cross Country team on an outstanding season. The 
future	looks	bright	for	this	group	with	all	members	returning	next	year	and	a	
competitive group of middle school runners, who will be joining this group.

 
  

Winter Fun @ GCMDL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Family Holiday Party— Stories, crafts, snacks, and Santa!  
Saturday, December 15 11:30 am—1:00 pm. 

 
 

Story Time (ages 3—6) —Calling all preschoolers! Join us for stories, songs,  
and silliness on Saturday morning! December 8 and January 12; 9:30—10:30 am. 

 
Afternoon Movie - “Polar Express” (PG - 100 min.) - A modern Christmas 
 classic tale the whole family will love, plus crafts and refreshments.  
 December 21 @ 3:00 pm. 

 
Game Day – Don’t be bored this Holiday Break! Bring a friend to the library 
on January 2nd from 1:00—4:00 for an afternoon of board games. Play one 
of ours or bring your favorite from home to share.  Snacks to share welcome. 

 
Stitch & Chat - The Junior Edition - Bring your favorite craft to the library on 
Thursday, January 3 from 10:00 a.m.—noon to show and share with friends.  
 

Craft Day Out with the old and in with the new! Drop-in and celebrate the start 
of the new year with all “Z” crafts! (Thursday, January 3, 11:00 am—3:00 pm) 
 

 

Teen / Tween Nights - If you’re a teen ages 12-17 join us for after-hours  
unplugged fun at the Library. Activities TBD!  November 30, December 28, 
and January 25; 6:30—8:30 pm.  

188 E. Michigan Ave. • Galesburg, MI 49053 • 269-665-7839 
galesburgcharlestonlibrary.org  • director@gcmdl.org 
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2019 Hall of Fame
Inductees Announced
During	 the	2019	Hall	of	Fame	weekend,	 January	18th	

and 19th, two individuals and two teams will be inducted. 
The individuals are Michelle Green and Teaha Shepperd 
Kay. The teams are the 1967 Boys Tennis team and the 
1998	Girls	Volleyball	team.

This years inductees will be introduced between the 
varsity	basketball	games	on	Friday	the	18th.	On	Saturday	
the 19th they will be honored at a luncheon being held in 
the cafeteria at noon. Tickets for the luncheon are available 
to	 the	 public.	 Contact	Dale	Martin(665-4443)	 if	 you	 are	
interested	in	purchasing	tickets.	The	cost	is	$10.

Michelle Green is being inducted as a Special 
Contributor.	Michelle	graduated	from	G-A	in	1983.	As	an	
athlete she earned 10 varsity 
letters	 in	 tennis,	 softball	 and	
volleyball.

 In volleyball she earned 
the	 Coaches	 Award	 in	 1981	
and in her senior season was 
a captain, the team’s Most 
Valuable Player and was an 
All-K.V.A. 1st Team selection. 

In softball she was an All-
K.V.A.	 performer	 in	 1981,	 82	
and	83.

Michelle took her athletic talents to Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College. She played two seasons on the 
volleyball team and one year on the softball team.

After graduating from K.V.C.C. she returned to G-A and 
for	25	seasons,	1984	to	2009,	served	as	a	volleyball	coach	at	
freshman,	junior	varsity	and	varsity	levels.	She	still	finds	
time to keep the books for the volleyball team.
Michelle	also	served	as	J.V.	and	Varsity	Assistant	Coach	

on	the	softball	teams	from	1984	to	2000.	
Teaha Shepperd Kay is being inducted as an athlete. 
Teaha	was	a	2000	G-A	graduate.	She	could	have	excelled	

at many sports but made the decision to concentrate on 
just one, volleyball. 

Teaha was a four year starter for coach Ardis Resen 
Cook. She was G-A’s Most Valuable Player twice. She was 

a three time All-K.V.A. 1st 
Team selection. Teaha was 
All-District and All-Region 
three times.
Her	 efforts	 earned	 her	

a full ride scholarship to 
a Division I University 
making her one of three 
G-A volleyball stars to do 
so. She chose University 
of Illinois-Chicago where 
she was a four year starter. 
As a freshman she was on 
the Midwestern Collegiate 
Conference All-Newcomer 
1st Team for 2000. The following year she was an All-
Horizon League 2nd Team selection. In 2002 and 2003 she 
was a unanimous All-Horizon League 1st Team selection.
UI-C	Flames	 record	book	 lists	Teaha	#2	 in	Kills,	 #4	 in	

Digs,	#7	 in	Service	Aces	and	#8	 in	Block	Assists	 for	her	
career.

In	 1967	 the	 Boy’s	 Tennis	 Team	 extended	 the	 G-A	
stranglehold on the K.V.A. League and Tournament Titles 
winning for the 17th straight year. Greg Wilson won the 
singles	 title	 with	 a	win	 over	 teammate	 Jack	Hogg	 and	
Tom	Wilson	and	Roger	Maxson	won	the	doubles	title	by	

1967 Boy’s Tennis Team
K.V.A. Champions

Class “C-D” Regional Champions
Class “C-D” State Runner-up

Back	row-	L	to	R	-	Coach	Jim	Van	Zandt	-	Greg	Wilson	-	Roger	
Maxson	-	Tom	Wilson	-	Jim	Greene

Front	row-	L	to	R	-	Carl	German	-	Bob	Underwood	-	Jack	Hogg	-	
Jim	Bennett	-	Tom	Smith
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beating	teammates	Jim	Greene	and	Carl	German.
The Rams won their 14th Regional Title in the last 17 

years. Greg Wilson won the singles title over C. Spear of 
Olivet	and	Tom	Wilson	and	Jack	Hogg	won	the	doubles	
title	defeating	teammates	Roger	Maxson	and	Jim	Greene.

G-A lost the State Championship to Grosse Pointe 
University School by a single point, 5 to 4. Greg Wilson 
lost	 in	the	singles	semi-finals	and	Tom	Wilson	and	Jack	
Hogg	lost	in	the	doubles	finals.	
The	1998	Girl’s	Volleyball	team	started	the	season	with	

little	fan	fare	as	the	team	had	recorded	a	.500	season	the	
year	before.	Early	in	the	season	they	defeated	Pennfield,	
for	the	first	time	in	ten	years	and	then	dropped	a	match	
to	Hackett.

By mid-February they had added a Championship in 
the	Gobles	Invitational	and	found	themselves	ranked	8th	
in	the	state.	A	win	over	#3	ranked	Kalamazoo	Christian	
moved	them	to	#4	in	the	state	but	only	third	in	the	final	
K.V.A. standings.  With a 31-14-3 record.  The K.V.A. had 
three	of	the	top	4	teams	in	the	state	with	Parchment	at	#1,	
K.Christian	at	#2	and	G-A	at	#4.

In	the	Districts	G-A	first	defeated	K.Christian	and	then	
Parchment for the title. It was the second time the Rams 
had won a District title.

At the Berrian Springs Regionals the Lady Rams had to 
go	three	games	to	put	away	Hopkins.	The	finals	against	
Buchanan were easier as the Rams won in two games, 
15-6	and	15-10.	For	G-A	it	was	the	first	Regional	title	 in	
school history.
G-A’s	 season	 came	 to	 an	 end	 in	 the	Quarter-finals	 at	

Mattawan	with	a	 loss	 to	Shelby.	The	season	record	was	
35-15-3.
The	 1998	 team	 served	 as	 a	 spring	 board	 for	 G-A	

volleyball.	The	next	8	seasons	would	see	the	Rams	win	at	
least 24 matches a season with a school record 41 wins in 
2003.

The G-A Ram Marching 
Band Had a Great Season 

in 2018! 
The band's halftime show was titled "Karaoke 

Night," featuring the songs Respect by Aretha 
Franklin, Sweet Caroline by Neil Diamond, Let 
It	 Be	 by	 the	 Beatles,	 and	 Build	Me	 Up	 Buttercup	
by	 the	 Foundations.	 The	 band	 performed	 at	 five	
home	 football	 games,	 the	 Battle	 Creek	 Marching	
Band Invitational, the Vicksburg Marching Band 
Invitational, MSBOA Marching Band Festival, the 
Kalamazoo Holiday Parade, and the Galesburg 
Holiday Parade. The drum line earned the honor 
of Best Percussion in Class D at the Vicksburg 
Invitational, and the band earned its second 
consecutive Division 1 rating at Marching Band 
Festival. Congratulations to the G-A Band on an 
outstanding marching season!

1998 Girls Volleyball Team
 Season Record-35-15-3

Third Place in K.V.A.
Ranked 4th in State

First Team to be Ranked in Top 5 in State
Second District Championship in School History

First Regional Title in School History
L-R, Front-Krissy Haase, Beki Clay, Teaha Shepperd, Kaley Osmun, Holli Carey
Middle-Tatiana	Tkachuk,	Jenny	Craven,	Mandy	Mandoka,	Amanda	Fryer,	

Sadie Lovall
Back-Carrie Goodrich, Coach Michelle Green, Brenda Berkey, Coach 

Ardis Resen Cook ,Mgr. Travis Kohl
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Primary School (Pre-K through 4)
Principal: Shaun Sportel

(269) 484-2040
shaun.sportel@garams.org

Middle School (5th - 8th Grades)
Principal: Shana Wiese

(269) 484-2020
shana.wiese@garams.org

High School (9th – 12th Grades)
Principal: Christie Robinson

(269) 484-2010
christie.robinson@garams.org

The	Board	of	Education	does	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	national	origin,	sex	(including	sexual	orientation,	and	transgender	identity),	
disability, age, religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military status, ancestry, genetic information, or any other legally protected characteristic, 
(collectively	“Protected	Classes”)	in	its	programs	and	activities,	including	employment	opportunities.	The	District’s	Compliance	Officers	shall	handle	

inquiries regarding the Board’s nondiscrimination policies and any complaint of discrimination.  
Complaints or inquiries should be forwarded to:  

1076 N. 37th St.
Galesburg, MI 49053

Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent • 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053 • (269) 484-2000 • Fax (269) 484-2001

Vision Statement:
To encourage learning, inspire pride and support all students. 

WE ARE G-A!

Mission Statement:
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will empower all students to 

be productive and responsible citizens.


