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Class of 2018 celebrates a bright future

Inside - Celebrate With Us: 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Tuesday, August 
28 at 6:00 p.m. in front of the Middle School
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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends and Families of our Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools:

I hope this letter finds you and your family having a wonderful summer together. We 
are busy preparing to welcome your children back to school in September. The middle 
school is still being re-constructed, buildings are being cleaned, the football field is 
being prepared, athletes are training and band students are practicing. In the meantime 
our teachers are resting and spending time with their families. Additionally some are 
teaching summer school and others are continuing their learning to ensure they are the 
best teachers they can be for our students.

Summertime is a great time to also do some reflecting on where we have been and where we are 
going! Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools saw a nice increase in our student enrollment numbers 
last school year. We had so many kindergartners, that we had to add an additional Kindergarten class. 
We love that! For the first time in a long time, we are in a position to add some programming back for 
our students. This year we have added an additional Art teacher so that all students at the elementary 
level can experience the fun of Art. It also allows for skills to be built so that by the time students are in 
middle school and high school, they can dig deeper into concepts and build greater skills. There is lots 
of research that says gains in academic achievement increase when students experience the Arts. It can 
improve motivation, concentration, confidence and even teamwork. We are committed to finding ways to 
add learning experiences for all of our students. 

We are also so very grateful to our G-A Community for its support of the recent bond project. We are very 
proud of the work that has been done around the district to increase security and provide greater access 
to technology where it can enhance learning. When school starts this fall, every middle school classroom 
teacher will have a cart of ChromeBooks accessible in their classrooms. Every building will have a secure 
entrance. Most of the $10 million project has gone to the complete renovation of the Middle School itself.  
When 5th - 8th grade students return, they will hardly recognize the place. So much has been done to create 
a more open floor plan, let in more natural light and create more places for working and learning than 
ever before. Our students and teachers deserve an environment that invites learning, and we have created 
it with the support from all of you. Thank you and if you can, join us for our Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 
Tuesday, August 28 at 6:00 p.m. in front of the Middle School.

With the completion of one project comes work toward other goals. As part of our long-term strategic 
plan, we will begin bringing together a group of stakeholders for visioning and planning the future of our 
extra-curricular and athletic programs here at G-A. What we know is that students who participate in after-
school programs are more engaged in their academic work and have higher graduation rates. We also know 
that it’s often in these after school activities that students learning important “soft skills” that employers 
are looking for, such things as time-management, leadership, perseverance, problem-solving and greater 
interpersonal skills.  What if every 
G-A graduate came out of high 
school well prepared for the 
world of work? If you think you 
might be interested in being a 
part of this working group, feel 
free to contact me directly.

Inside this Ram Announcer 
you will find more stories of 
accomplishments along with 
important information relevant 
to your child’s education. We 
hope you find it helpful and we 
look forward to seeing many of 
you at our August Open Houses 
and other school related events. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Wendy Maynard-
Somers, Superintendent

2018-19 Band Schedule
Aug. 24 (Fri) Home Football 5:30 HS/Maskill
Sept. 7 (Fri) Home Football 5:30 HS/Maskill
Sept. 15 (Sat) WMU HS Band Day (optional event) All Day WMU
Sept. 22 (Sat) Battle Creek MB Invitational TBD BC Central
Sept. 28 (Fri) Home Football 5:30 HS/Maskill
Oct. 6 (Sat) Vicksburg MB Invitational TBD Vicksburg
Oct. 10 (Wed) MSBOA MB Festival After School Vicksburg
Oct. 12 (Fri) Home Football – Homecoming 4:30 HS/Maskill
Oct. 17 (Wed) MSBOA MB Festival 
 Rain Date (if nec.) After School Vicksburg
Oct. 19 (Fri) Home Football – Senior Night 5:30 HS/Maskill
Nov. 10 (Sat) Kalamazoo Holiday Parade 11:00 Kalamazoo
Dec. 5 (Wed) Galesburg Winter 
 Wonderland Parade 6:00 Galesburg
Dec. 13 (Thur) HS & 7/8 Holiday Concert 7:00 HS Gym
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY SCHOOL
315 W. Battle Creek St. Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Shaun Sportel • (269)484-2040

Summer Food Service Program
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools 

announces the sponsorship of the Summer Food 
Service Program for children. Free meals will be 
made available to children 18 years of age and 
under or persons up to age 26 who are enrolled in an 
educational program for the mentally or physically 
disabled that is recognized by a State or local 
public educational agency. 
The meals will be provided 
without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, or 
disability, and there will be no 
discrimination in the course of 
the meal service. Meals will be 
provided at:

Galesburg-Augusta Primary School
315 W. Battle Creek Street, Galesburg, MI 49053

Meal Service Time: 11:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. 
Monday – Friday

June 18, 2018 – August 17, 2018

Preschool for 
2018-19!!!*

Check out our Exceptional 
Low Cost / No Cost 

Preschool Programs!

The Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) is a 
Nationally Recognized Pre-K Program and available 
at Galesburg-Augusta Primary School along with a 
Tuition Based Classroom. The preschool classrooms 
at Galesburg-Augusta Primary School feature:

1) Certified Early Childhood teachers
2) Full-day program for all 4-year-olds
3) ½ Day program for all 3-year –olds 
4) Emphasis on developing literacy skills
5) Technology centers with iPads
6) Small group, whole group and center-based 

activities

Spaces are filling up fast for our preschool 
classrooms so look to enroll today. 

Keep in mind we do offer “wrap around” and 
“before and after school” daycare for students aged 
3-12! For information call 484-2075.

 *Must meet eligibility requirements

School Pictures
Pictures at the Primary will be 

October 17th and 18th, 2018.

Get Ready for Opening Day 2018/2019!
The Primary School office will reopen for the new school year on Monday, August 20, 2018! We will be 

finalizing all details in preparation for the new school year so please stop by if you have not yet registered 
your child for school. Teacher assignments, class supply lists and Open House reminders should arrive in 
mailboxes by August 25th. The schedule for this year’s Open House is:

Date: Tuesday, August 28th, 2018
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m.

The Open House will be a true open house as families will be greeted by staff members and students 
will be directed toward their classrooms where you will meet your child's classroom teacher, explore 
the classroom and building, and learn more about what to expect for the year. There will also be tables 
throughout the school for you to check out such things as: Galesburg Memorial Library, McKay’s Memorial 
Library in Augusta, AFGAK (Adults for Galesburg-Augusta Kids), Counseling, Title 1, Special Education 
and Watch D.O.G.S. (The School-based Father Involvement Program). After you are finished in your 
classroom, refreshments will be available compliments of AFGAK.

This is such an important evening for you and your child to attend. Feeling comfortable and confident 
will set your child up for a successful first day of school. We hope to see you the 28th!
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

WatchD.O.G.S.
Galesburg-Augusta Primary School will be 

continuing with our WatchDOGS program in the 
2018/19 school year. WatchDOGS is a national 
organization that promotes volunteerism among 
males (Father, Grandfathers, Uncles, etc.) who are 
willing to spend one or two days a year creating 
a safer, more enjoyable school environment for all 
students. How will WatchDOGS support education 
and safety at Galesburg-Augusta Primary?
These men will:  

▪ ENCOURAGE STUDENTS! (with lots 
of smiles and high fives, etc.)

▪ Help with traffic flow of students at 
arrival and dismissal times

▪ Monitor hallways and entrances
▪ Monitor buildings - inside/outside 
▪ Assist at lunch and recess
▪ Read with classes or tutor small 

groups of students 
▪ Work with flash cards and/or 

educational games
▪ Actively and positively engage 

with their student and others
▪ Help students with test review
▪ Smile and be a hero for a day!

More information about this program will 
be distributed at the Primary School Open 
House or you can contact Reggie Kissinger at 
reginald.kissinger@garams.org

Volunteering at School
District Policy and the Galesburg-Augusta Primary 

School handbook dictates that all volunteers in 
the building go through a screening process. The 
handbook states: 

All volunteers must fill out a volunteer application 
form, and it must be approved before volunteering 
can begin. This includes field trips, working in the 
classroom, and any type of assisting with children.

If you are stopping in briefly to visit a classroom 
or have lunch with your child this would not be 
necessary, you would simply need to stop by the 
office to sign in and get a visitor pass, however, if you 
plan to accompany the students on the playground 
or assist in the classroom you will need to fill out 
a form. Please stop by the office for assistance or if 
you have questions.

“Having a Ball” summer school was held 
during July and August. Students 
from all grades K-3 worked 
with three teachers and a team 
of paraprofessionals to build up 
both their literacy and math skills!  

Primary School Hours: Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. Students can 
proceed into the school at this 
time. Students may choose 

to go to breakfast or head outside for recess. The 
students are released to go back into the school at 
7:45 a.m. when the teachers open up their doors. The 
School day ends at the Primary at 2:53 p.m.  

Half days at the Primary run from 7:50-11:05 a.m.

At the Primary, we practice RAMS Expectations (Respect Achieve, Manage, Succeed).  
Our students get RAMS tickets throughout the day and at the end of the week, we give away 
a certificate and a little prize to a student in every classroom for being a RAM. This June we 
gave away multiple prizes. We put all of our 40,000 tickets for the entire school year in a 
wheelbarrow and picked out winners. We were able to give away: 2 bikes, 2 scooters, 9 pairs 
of tickets to Michigan’s Adventure, a drone, a ukulele and a gift card for bowling. 
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
750 W. Van Buren St., Augusta, MI 49012
Principal: Shana M. Wiese • (269)484-2020

GREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Can you believe it is that time already? Summer break is coming to an end and 

preparations are being made for the start of the 2018-2019 school year. I hope 
students and staff are well-rested and ready for the excitement to begin! We 
have so much to look forward to, including a newly-renovated middle school 
building and a year without construction. 

 I wanted to take a moment to thank the Galesburg and Augusta communities 
for supporting their schools. Throughout the 2017-2018 school year, construction at the middle school was 
underway. Tower Pinkster and the Skillman Corporation were most accommodating as they attempted to 
navigate schedules and limit distractions during the school day. These were not easy tasks. Though there 
were times (with regard to construction) that may have “tried the patience” of both students and staff, we 
worked together to make the best of our circumstances. We continued to look ahead and envision a newly-
remodeled building with innovative learning spaces, new technology, and school safety measures in place. 
Our gratitude for these gifts from our community is abounding. 

Our students deserve the very best we have to offer—whether it be facilities, instruction, or programs. 
I am proud to be a part of a learning community that shares this belief and that wholeheartedly supports 
our youth in all aspects of their education. I am, most certainly, proud to be a RAM!
Shana M. Wiese
Middle School Principal
shana.wiese@garams.org

PBIS Grand Prize Drawing
At the close of the 2017-2018 school year, the middle school staff hosted an end-of-the-

year grand prize drawing for our PBIS program. RAMS tickets earned throughout the 
school year were collected, and student names were drawn for some fantastic prizes, 
including: a bicycle, a six-person tent, a drone, virtual reality goggles, yard games, board 
games, Binder Park Zoo family ticket pack, Henry Ford Museum family ticket pack, a 
variety of gift cards, and much more!  Our sincerest appreciation was sent out to those 
who donated, including:

• Loyal Perry Builders
• Galesburg Veterinary Clinic
• Ken Simon
• Pizza King
• Binder Park Zoo
• The Henry Ford Museum

• The Green Bay Packers
• The University of Michigan
• The Chicago Bears
• Oriental Trading
• Several middle school teachers and staff members

Join us for our Grand Ribbon Cutting Event!
What:  Presentation of Thanks and a Vision for the Future

When:  On Tuesday, August 28 at 6:00 p.m.
Where:  In front of our newly remodeled G-A Middle School

Who:  Galesburg-Augusta Community Members
Why:  To celebrate the support of our community funding a major renovation to our middle school 

and witness the learning environment that has been created for the next generation of students!
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Personnel Changes at G-AMS
Fifth and Sixth Grades:

After a year-long sabbatical in China, Mrs. Laura Britain is returning 
to G-AMS this school year. Mrs. Britain spent the 2017-2018 school year 
teaching math and science for grades 5-8 at the Shenzhen American 
International School (SAIS). This is a project-based learning school for 
pre-kindergarten through eighth grade. Mrs. Britain noted that though 
she taught math and science, there was a great deal of emphasis placed on 
teaching English in all subject areas because most students were learning 
English as their second language.

When asked what some of the differences were between schools in the 
United States and those in China, Mrs. Britain shared:

Students at SAIS are from all over the world: China, Korea, Mexico, Brazil, 
Peru, Spain, the US, and several other countries as well as a small French section 
of the school. Class sizes are very small at SAIS. There were 11 students in grades 
6-8, combined, and 10 students in grade 5. Other grade levels averaged about 
15 students. Since SAIS is a project-based learning school, students take a class 
called “Maker Space” where they are provided with challenges and tools to solve 
problems in creative ways, reinforcing the style of learning in the classrooms. 
There are no sports teams at SAIS. Instead, students can sign up for after school 
clubs with offerings such as electronics, soap making, costume design, and 
much more. There were multiple short breaks throughout the school year, when 
most students and teachers would travel. Chinese holidays are different from 
US holidays so there was much to learn about their customs and celebrations.

In addition to missing her family, Mrs. Britain stated that one of the 
things she missed most about the United States was the use of indoor heat 
in the winter. Shenzhen boasts a tropical climate and can get very hot, 
so most buildings have adequate air conditioning. However, because the 
winters are short and mild, heating does not exist in most buildings. There 
were times when the temperature fell to 40 degrees, making it quite chilly. 
Students and teachers would wear jackets and hats during the school day, and space heaters were often 
used for comfort.

Mrs. Britain also wanted to share:
This truly was a remarkable experience. I worked with interesting and talented people, made many new friends, 

and explored new teaching techniques. My students were friendly and fun. I had wonderful opportunities to travel 
throughout Southeast Asia, witnessing many ways of life, sampling new foods, and learning about cultures and 
traditions. It was great fun to find ways to communicate with people since the language barrier is real! I found 
that wherever I went, people were helpful and kind. Thanks to G-A for granting a leave of absence so this could be 
possible. I hope to bring new knowledge and skills into the classroom to share with my students at G-AMS. It has 
been an incredible year! 

G-A Middle School surely missed Mrs. Britain, and we are looking forward to her return. She will be 
joining the fifth and sixth grade academic teams, teaching English and reading. Her positive attitude and 
kind nature are evident in all she does. She shared that she “is looking forward to seeing so many friendly 
faces and the awesome school spirit at G-AMS!”
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 
Career-Based Activities

All 6th, 7th and 8th grade students completed our on-line Career Cruising career assessment and exploration 
program used to explore career and college options and develop a career plan. Be sure to ask your student 
about their experience and to identify the various career pathways they explored.

Once again, our 8th grade students spent a day on WMU’s campus for a discussion with a variety of 
WMU students and professors, a campus tour and lunch in the student cafeteria. Students expressed their 
excitement about this experience, specifically supporting the need to expose middle schoolers to education 
beyond high school and higher education opportunities. 

8th grade students also participated in the annual Xtreme Reality program, which is delivered through 
Western Michigan University. This program is designed to teach students about financial planning, 
budgeting and saving money. Through this experience, students will be able to connect the relationship 
between education, income and lifestyle. One of the goals through this program is for our students to 
develop the understanding of how important continuing education beyond high school is for all students 
and how school performance can translate into scholarships and grants to help pay for their education. 

Some of our NJHS students ended the school year by participating in the Greater Galesburg Days parade 
and assisted in helping at the game booths. 

All 7th grade students participated in the Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY), which is an 
online student health survey offered by the Michigan Departments of Education and Health and Human 
Services to support local and regional needs assessment. The MiPHY provides student results on health 
risk behaviors including substance use, violence, physical activity, nutrition, and emotional health. The 
survey also measures risk and protective factors most predictive of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use 
and violence. MiPHY results, along with other school-reported data, will help schools make data-driven 
decisions to improve prevention and health promotion programming.

G-A Middle School will begin a collaboration with Big Brothers and Big Sisters “Bigs in Business” program 
beginning in the 2018-2019 school year. Identified fifth and sixth grade students will be transported to 
the workplace to spend time with their mentors on the job. Matches meet two times a month for at least 
two school years to develop and grow their friendship, exploring various aspects of the workplace or 
participating in a themed program. The student learns about the work setting and will be introduced to 
career options while developing a greater understanding of the importance and relevance of what they are 
learning in school.

On June 12, 2018 the middle school staff, along with G-A families and 
friends, honored the academic success of our students. Students were 
recognized for honor roll, all “A” honor roll, student council, and National 
Junior Honor Society. Additionally, a select group of young scholars earned 
recognition from Northwestern University Academic Talent Search and 

earned scholarships from the Galesburg-Augusta Foundation.

Northwestern University Talent Search
Korbin Nigg
Karina Nigg
Stephanie Johnson

Galesburg-Augusta Foundation Scholarship
Ryan McCallum  Allysen Burrill
Oakley Franz  Kayla Nichols
Natalie Earles  Adam Hubbard
Micayla Dewaal  Clark Lily



8     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  AUGUST 2018 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Middle School Student and 
Looking to the Future

In partnership with KRESA, G-A Middle School 
will provide all students, grades 5-8, the opportunity 
to participate in Project Lead the Way (PLTW). Each 
grade level component of this program is premised 
on STEM education and provides students with 
“real-world, applied learning experiences that 
empower them to gain the skills they need to thrive 
in college, career, and beyond.” Problem solving, 
critical thinking, creative thinking, communication 
and collaboration are focused upon as students 
engage in hands-on activities throughout the school 
year. We are proud to offer our students:

• 5th grade—PLTW Launch 
• 6th grade—Design and Modeling
• 7th grade—Medical Detectives
• 8th grade—Automation and Robotics

The teachers facilitating these courses have 
extensive training in each of these areas and are 
excited to explore new frontiers with their students. 
If you are interested in learning more about Project 
Lead the Way, visit: https://www.pltw.org/ 

Great Things for Grade 5!
G-A fifth graders have a great deal to look forward to during the 2018-2019 school year. Though students 

will no longer be attending camp during the school year, enrichment opportunities focused upon academics 
as well as health / fitness will be provided. The G-A Middle School staff is excited about the programs 
available to our students.  

All fifth graders will attend the federally-funded STARBASE Academy on the Air National Guard Base 
in Battle Creek. This S.T.E.M. program introduces our students to hands-on activities such as: robotics, 
3-D CAD, and engineering and design. The curriculum meets common core educational standards and 
promotes positive attitudes toward learning and discovery. G-A students will attend five, full-day sessions 
this winter. These sessions are packed with exploration and fun!

Another great opportunity for fifth grade students is an extension of their fourth grade swimming 
instruction at the Sherman Lake YMCA. Fourth grade swimming instruction included water safety and 
basic swimming strokes. Fifth grade students have the opportunity to further this instruction and meet the 
Michigan Physical Education State Standards. Swimming is not only great exercise but also great fun. This 
program is made available to our students through a local endowment, and we are proud to partner with 
the YMCA in promoting physical activity and healthy lifestyles.

The middle school student drop off and pick up zones have significantly changed for the 
2018-2019 school year. The parent drop off and pick up zone is now AT THE FRONT of the 
building. The buses will drop off and pick up AT THE BACK of the building. For student 
safety, please do not drop students off before 7:30 a.m.

Middle School Hours:
Full day: 8:18 a.m. – 3:17 p.m.
Half day: 8:18 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
NOTE: The middle school office 

opens on Wednesday, August 15, 2018. Office 
hours are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. through August 31. 
Beginning September 4, 2018, office hours are 8:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

FUN IN THE SUN!
On Friday, June 8, the middle 

school celebrated their second 
semester Gold Club Reward Day. 
All students who demonstrated 
positive behaviors and did not earn any referrals 
for the second semester were provided with the 
opportunity to spend the day at Eagle Lake. These 
students enjoyed a fun-filled day which included:

• Swimming
• Fishing
• A sand castle building contest
• Beach game tournaments
• Barbecue luncheon
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

Art for All—Grades 5-8!
A hearty welcome to Shannon Vallier, coming to the 

district to teach art at both the primary and the middle 
schools.  Mrs. Vallier has taught art for 11 years. She 
started at Colon Community schools and taught 
grades 3-12 then moved to Constantine Public Schools 
and taught grades K-12. As you can see, she has a great 
deal of experience to share with the students at G-A.

Mrs. Vallier grew up in Manistee, Michigan and then 
moved on to Western Michigan University, where she 
earned her Art Teaching Degree. She currently resides 
in Vicksburg with her husband and three energetic 
sons. Her husband is a high school special education 
teacher at Climax-Scotts. Her sons, grades four, five, 
and eight, keep her busy with basketball, baseball, and football. In addition to being an “on-the-go” mom 
and spending time with family and friends, Mrs. Vallier enjoys singing, painting, and drawing. With such 
a busy schedule, she uses art as her therapy. Her family also enjoys vacationing, especially in Florida… 
“give us the ocean / beach, warm weather, and palm trees and we are all set!”

Mrs. Vallier shared that one of the things that she most appreciates about teaching is the opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives of students. She stated:

I am looking forward to meeting all of my students and fellow teaching staff at Galesburg-Augusta Community 
Schools and teaching my PASSION and LOVE of art! I call my students “my kids” because in our year together, they 
aren’t just kids on my class list, they become a part of my heart.

We are fortunate to have Mrs. Vallier joining our staff and anticipate a great year in art!

Please join us on Tuesday, August 28, 2018, for the opening of our newly-remodeled middle school! The 
evening will begin with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 6:00 p.m.  Immediately following this ceremony:

• Fifth grade students and parents / guardians should report to the auditorium for a brief welcome and 
orientation. This will lead to locker assignments, classroom visits, and teacher / staff introductions.

• Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students and parents / guardians have the opportunity to tour the 
building, obtain locker assignments, and meet with teachers / staff. 

• Community members, friends, and families have the opportunity to tour the building and meet 
with teachers / staff.

The festivities will conclude at 7:30 p.m. This is a day of celebration for our students and staff and a day 
for us to give thanks to our supportive Galesburg and Augusta communities. We look forward to sharing 
this day with you and your family.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL
1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Christie Robinson • (269)484-2010

WELCOME BACK
Sharing My Thoughts

It is hard to believe we are getting ready to welcome our new freshmen class while start 
a year of “lasts” with the Class of 2019!  Time sure flies. I hope you have had a relaxing 
and enjoyable summer with many opportunities for family memories.  I had the chance 
to camp, swim, bike, play cards, and just soak up time with my husband, children, and 
grandchildren.  I am a firm believer nothing is more precious to a child than your time.

As we enter the new year I anticipate the same relationship with our students; nothing 
is more precious to our students and their success than time. I encourage you to look for volunteer 
opportunities, parent support times, parent teacher conferences, and various other school-family functions 
to become better acquainted and comfortable at your students’ school. The more your student sees you 
actively engaged with their school the more they will feel connected to you and their education. I look 
forward to meeting and talking with you! 

Our high school has an open-door policy. If you have questions or concerns at any time during the year, 
please do not hesitate to contact our offices for clarification and guidance.
Christie L. Robinson
Principal
Christie.Robinson@garams.org
269-484-2010 x. 2012

What’s New at GAHS for 2018-2019
We are excited to announce the high school has added two new courses for the school year.  

Digital Photography
In this course, you will learn how how cameras work, the history of photography, composition 

techniques, stop motion, and Photoshop.  You will use the artistic process to create original art. While 
technical photography skills are introduced and practiced in this course, emphasis is 
put on exploration and problem solving. Students will make their own choices in their 
learning and be expected to track their own progress, present their work to others and 
reflect routinely on their work.
Lifetime Fitness

Lifetime Fitness will provide students with a less competitive form of physical education while encouraging 
health, wellness, and personal fitness goals for life. The course will introduce students to several fitness tests and 

the importance of cardiovascular conditioning to a healthy lifestyle. This is an integral 
part of all physical education courses. Students will participate in a variety of activities, 
such as: pacewalking, golf, disc golf, pickleball, outdoor pursuits, step aerobics, stretch/
strength exercises, and more. (Actual activities may vary per semester.)

Food Service 
2018-2019 High School Meal Prices

Breakfast:  $1.75  Lunch:  $2.75
Families are reminded to fill out a new Free and Reduced Lunch form. A new 

form must be submitted each fall for qualification in the program. If you need 
a copy, please contact the administration office or visit the school website.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Mandatory Documents
All students must complete the following forms by the beginning of the school year:

● Enrollment Cards
● Physical (Student-Athletes only)
● Technology Form (Freshmen and New Enrollees)
● Concussion Form
● Transportation Information Form
● Free and Reduced Lunch (Qualified Families)
● Medication Forms 

If you have not completed and submitted the forms, please contact the 
administration office or visit the school website for a copy.

What are EFE and EFA?
One of the benefits of our partnership with KRESA is the opportunity 

to participate in programs outside the walls of our high school. The 
EFE/EFA programs allow students hands-on educational experiences that build on their personal interests 
and life goals.

In addition to real world experiences, our students are eligible for scholarships through EFE. The level of 
support and commitment from our local business is unprecedented.  
Education for Employment (EFE)

Education for Employment (EFE) is an award-winning career and technical education center without 
walls that offers a wide range of programs to 10th-12th grade students. Programs are held in multiple 
locations: in high school buildings, on college campuses, and at actual business and industry sites. EFE 
programs reflect “real world” applications and maintain the rigorous requirements of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum as well as state, national, and industry technical standards and requirements.
 Education for the Arts (EFA)

Excellence in the Arts (EFA) offers arts-intensive classes in the disciplines of theater, musical theater, 
music, dance, visual arts, multimedia arts and film/video arts. Excellence in the Arts classes are open to all 
Kalamazoo County high school students. A collaborative team of teachers and professional working artists 
teach these classes. Students receive instruction, mentoring and hands-on experience in authentic, artistic 
environments. For example, the visual arts classes meet at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.

If your student is interested in more information regarding EFE/EFA please contact Lindsey Lake, our 
high school counselor, for more information. Program listings can be found at http://kresa.org.

RTI Classes
Over the past year our staff has worked to implement new courses focused on helping 

students who may need additional support with their core content areas.  Response to 
Intervention (RTI) courses will be a part of many students’ schedules throughout high school 
as a way to elevate attention and interventions for those who may have a gap in their skills.  

RTI courses are taught by highly qualified teachers in that content area.  Students are identified and 
enrolled based on the following:  local assessments, course work, state assessments, performance on 
Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs), as well as teacher recommendation. Students who are enrolled in RTI 
classes should receive a welcome letter indicating their placement scores and reason for recommendation.  



12     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  AUGUST 2018 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Attendance Requirements
Student absences must be verified by a parent/guardian within 48 

hours of the absence. Parents/guardians must notify the attendance 
office in order to excuse the absence.  Any absence, excused or 
unexcused, will count toward the 10th Absence Rule. If a student 
reaches 10 or more absences, he or she may lose credit for that course. 
Families are strongly encouraged to review the handbook and read 
the policies regarding ten absences and student credits per semester.

Students who leave campus during regular school hours must follow 
the sign in/out procedures in the main office. Students are required to 
make parent/guardian contact and confirm with the office secretary 
before they may leave campus. GAHS is a closed campus; requests 
to leave during lunch hour should only be based on an appointment 
that can be verified by an official document upon return.  

If your student has a long-term medical condition, please refer to 
the Student Handbook for Medical Waiver information. All medical 
conditions for special consideration require annual documentation 
on file in the attendance office. 

We changed phone systems and have updated all of our extensions. If you would like to reach the 
attendance hotline, please call Mrs. Patti Groetsema at 269-484-2148. 

If you are interested in reading articles on the impact of regular attendance on student progress and 
performance; here are a few informative articles:

http://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Absenses-Add-Up_September-3rd-2014.pdf
http://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Attendance-in-the-Early-Grades.pdf
http://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Attendance-Works-chronic_absenteeism_and_ACEs.pdf

Handbook Posted on the District Website 
Our administrative team and teaching staff have spent time adjusting and revising some sections of the 

student handbook. Students will be provided a copy of the handbook as a part of their agenda. Families 
may expect to have the handbook on the school website by the beginning of school.

Synergy 
2018-2019 will mark the fifth year GACS has used Synergy as its School Information System  (SIS).  

Students, parents, and guardians are encouraged to monitor progress in courses by logging into the 
program.  Students are required to have knowledge and accessibility to their student account as a part of 
their educational responsibilities.  If you are in need of assistance regarding Synergy and/or your login 
information our secretary, Ms. Samantha Kohl, in the main office is able to assist with reset or activation.

In addition, Synergy should is available as a mobile app for both StudentVUE and ParentVUE.  
As we move through the school year watch for opportunities to talk to your student about their career 

interests and goals after high school.  In preparation for their future, our counseling department 
works with each student to develop an educational plan, access Career Cruising, and look at 
potential career paths.  Families will have access to the online scheduling system early in 2019 
to review recommended courses for your student, read the course descriptions, discuss how 
various courses fit personal goals, and select courses for the 2019-2020 school year.



www.G-ASCHOOLS.org AUGUST 2018 GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS     13

G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Early Middle College
GAHS enters its third year in the Early/Middle College (EMC) program. We are proud 

recognize Savannah Waite and Linnea O’Neil for their graduation from early middle 
college. As the first graduates they completed their thirteenth year as a high school student 
while earning their associates and/or earning credits toward their next level of education. 

The GAHS EMC allows students to earn a free associate’s degree or certificate by completing a “13th” 
grade of high school. Students delay high school graduation for one year, while they continue to take 
college courses at Kalamazoo Valley Community College. Students are allowed to participate in all aspects 
of their senior year with their graduating class, they elect to postpone their final date of graduation as an 
alternative route to higher education.

EMC expands on dual enrollment, and builds upon classes already offered through Education for 
Employment and Education for the Arts. Students take courses at KVCC, but may also take KVCC courses 
on their high school campus, neighboring high school campuses, or through EFE and EFA. The program 
is currently offering seven programs of study:

• Associate’s in arts degree – for students looking to 
transfer to a four-year college

• Associate’s degree in graphic design
• Associate’s degree in machine-tool technology
• Certificate in graphic design

Programs of study were selected based on the specific needs of the local economy and employee shortages 
in the greater Kalamazoo job market.
GAHS EMC

8th and 9th grade:  Families gain knowledge about the GAHS EMC program by attending local presentations, 
presentations held at KVCC, counseling sessions at GA, and contacting the main office. Students begin the 
application process and declare enrollment in EMC by the end of their freshmen year.

10th grade:  Students begin EMC by taking a College Success Strategies course at GAHS.
11th &12th grade:  Students take KVCC classes at KVCC, on our high school campus, or specific courses 

that offer college credit through EFE and EFA. Students are allowed to walk with their graduating class if 
they have met GACS graduation requirements.

13th grade:  Students complete their program of study at KVCC.
Students may begin EMC after their sophomore year if they have successfully completed the placement 

test at KVCC.
If you and your student would like additional information regarding EMC contact the high school 

counseling office.

• Certificate in machine-tool technology
• Certificate of completion in welding
• Certificate of completion in personal computer 

technician

Welcome Class of 2022!
Welcome to GAHS members of the Class of 2022!!
Freshmen Pictures:  August 27, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 

Freshmen Orientation:  August 27, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
First Day of High School:  September 4, 2018 at 7:35 a.m.

Picture Retake:  October 9, 2018



14     GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  AUGUST 2018 www.G-ASCHOOLS.org

G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

PSAT and SAT Scores
Students participated in state testing over the course of 2018-2019 for 

both local and state accounting purposes. One of our goals is to train 
students and staff to use that information to meet the academic needs of 
learners where they are and take them where they need to be. A major 
benefit of the state testing system is the recognition for students to use 
this information for their own good. Students should have established 
a Kahn Academy account that is directly connected to their test scores. 
Students are able to log into their accounts, access their scores, and 
practice their skills. Kahn Academy is a tutorial for students tied to the state standards and allows 
students additional training.  

In addition, students were asked to review their PSAT scores from fall to spring. Seminar teachers helped 
pupils learn to analyze their scores, identify areas of improvement, and celebrate areas of success.  

We will continue to assess students using the PSAT/SAT format during the 18-19 school year. Our first 
round of testing will be October 10, 2018. It is imperative all students are present on testing dates, please 
mark the date on your calendar. 

Studying for the SAT for 20 hours on Khan Academy associated with 115-point average score increase
2017-05-08 19:23:34 GMT  Khan Academy Blog
We’re excited to announce today that studying for the SAT for 20 hours on Khan Academy’s free Official 

SAT Practice is associated with an average score gain of 115 points. That’s nearly double the average score 
gain compared to students who don’t use our free test prep.

Official SAT Practice is free for everyone and personalized for each student. Start getting ready for the 
SAT today! We think a 115-point score gain can make a real difference when applying to college.

If you don’t have 20 hours to practice, don’t worry. Shorter periods of time also correlate with meaningful 
score gains. Six hours of study on Official SAT Practice is associated with an average 90-point increase—no 
small bump.

We’re also excited that more than 16,000 students from the class of 2017 who used Official SAT Practice 
improved their scores by more than 200 points. Way to go!

Together with the College Board—the maker of the SAT—we studied data from nearly a quarter million 
high school students from the graduating class of 2017 who took the PSAT/NMSQT and the new SAT in 
the past year. Score gains were consistent across genders, family income levels, races, ethnicities, high 
school GPAs, and parental education levels.

Since its launch in 2015, Khan Academy’s free Official SAT Practice has been used by more than 3.7 
million students. We’re glad so many people are finding it helpful!

* Nearly 40% of all test takers report using our free Official SAT Practice, making it the number one 
tool for SAT prep.

* Twice as many students report using Khan Academy as paying for commercial test prep.
Khan Academy and the College Board developed Official SAT Practice to create personalized tools to 

help all students, regardless of income level or background, prepare for the SAT and college-level courses.
Official SAT Practice reinforces what students are learning in school by helping them focus on the 

knowledge and skills most essential for college. And it’s free, for everyone, forever.
https://goo.gl/QpzPiY
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

BUY A YEARBOOK NOW AND SAVE MONEY!!
Yearbooks for the 2018-2019 school year are now available for purchase on Jostens.

com. This is the LOWEST price books will be all year. They are only $47.70 from 
August 1, 2018 - Oct. 19, 2018. Act fast or pay more later!

Yearbooks from the 2017-2018 school year will be available at pictures and orientation 
on August 27, 2018 for students to pick up from Mrs. Hinga. If you are interested in ordering a yearbook 
you can do so on line starting August 1, 2018.

http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1064369/Galesburg-Augusta-High-School/

Galesburg-Augusta Alternative High School
Our alternative high school has continued to grow and show positive results 

as students seek different avenues to meet the Michigan Merit Curriculum 
requirements. It is important we recognize not all students learn at the same 
speed or in the same setting. It is a blessing to have options for our students to 
complete their education.

GAAHS is now enrolling for fall of 2018. Our alternative education program is computer based with a 
certified teacher, Ms. Mia Hawley, overseeing the program and assisting students as needed. Ms. Hawley 
is starting her second year as the mentor/supervisor of the alternative classroom and has done a wonderful 
job supporting our kids.

* A highlight of the GAAHS is the potential for flexible scheduling to meet the needs of students. GACS 
acknowledges the need for students to have an adaptable routine based on their academic and personal 
needs.

* Students are provided transportation within the district based on the traditional bus routes.  
* Students have the option to work on courses at their own pace.
* Students are guided in their academic path by the high school counselor, Ms. Lake.
* All students must complete an enrollment packet prior to being admitted to GAAHS.
* All GAAHS students graduate with a GAAHS diploma after successfully completing the state mandates.  
* This school is open to any student up to the age of 21 who is looking to complete a diploma program.

If you would like enrollment information, contact the high school counseling office.

Galesburg-Augusta Community Tailgate!
Third Annual Event

Team Meet and Greet!
The high school teams will be out to meet the little Rams and sign autographs!

When:  September 7, 2018 from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Where: Galesburg-Augusta Primary School
What: We will be serving hotdogs, chips, and a drink! Bring your yard games, 
easy-up, and tailgate fun!
Who: All friends and family of Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools are 
welcome!
Why: To enjoy time together with our wonderful community and school district!
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Pictures and Schedules for 2018-2019
ALL student pictures/ID will be taken before 

the school year starts. Lifetouch will be here on 
August 27, 2018. The student picture schedule is 
set based on the student’s grade entering school 
in the fall:

4:00 p.m. Sophomores
4:30 p.m. Juniors
5:00 p.m. Seniors
5:30 p.m. Freshmen (followed by orientation)

In addition, students will be reviewing their 
locker assignments, making sure they are 
able to access their locker, picking up their 
student planner, and reviewing their schedules. 
Students may begin setting appointments with 
the counseling department to request any/all 
potential class changes based on academic need.

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/
findmypictureday

Full Day Bell Schedule
1st Period: 7:35-8:26
2nd Period: 8:31-9:22
3rd Period: 9:27-10:18 
4th Period: 10:23-11:14
5th Period: A Lunch 11:19-11:49
 Class 11:54-12:45
 Class 11:19-12:10
 B Lunch 12:15-12:45

*Lunch is determined by the 5th period teacher’s schedule.

6th Period: 12:50-1:41
7th Period: 1:46-2:39

Half Day Schedule
7:53 a.m. - 10:48 a.m.

Galesburg-Augusta High School

Anticipated Dates for 2018-2019
Fall Pictures & Orientation: August 27, 2018
First Day of School: September 4, 2018
Picture Retakes: October 9, 2018
PSAT/NMSQT: October 10, 2018
Homecoming: October 12, 2018
NHS Blood Drive: November 2, 2018
Holiday Break: Dec. 22 – Jan. 6
Snowcoming: February 8, 2019
NHS Blood Drive: February 15, 2019
Spring Break: April 1-5, 2019
SAT: April 9, 2019
WorkKeys/PSAT: April 10. 2019
MStep: April 11, 2019
NHS Blood Drive: May 3, 2019

*All dates are subject to change.*
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

ATHLETIC NEWS
1. PHYSICALS

Just a reminder to all potential Middle School and High School student-athletes. You must have a valid physical 
on file with Mr. Merasco (M.S. Athletic Director) or Mr. Woodard (H.S. Athletic Director) before you may participate 
in athletics(including practices) next school year. A valid physical is one given on or after April 15th, 2018. You may 
download a physical form from the school website, g-aschools.org or pick one up in the high school or middle 
school office. The M.H.S.A.A. physical form for the 2018-19 (new in 2017-18) school year has been revised and 
MUST be used. Please make sure you have the correct form (found on the High School website page). It has a 
concussion awareness statement included. 
2. PAST DUE ATHLETIC BILLS/UNIFORMS

You MUST have all athletic bills paid and all uniforms turned in before you may participate in any other school 
sponsored sport. This includes any past participation fees that were not paid. A few families requested extensions, 
but failed to pay the fee again this school year. These fees must be paid before your student-athlete may participate 
next school year. Please contact the high school office at 484-2010 if you are not sure if you are on the list.
3. PARTICIPATION FEES

Please start planning for your athlete’s upcoming participation fee. The fee at the middle school is $25 per sport. 
The fee at the high school is $50 per sport. There is a $200 family cap for the school year. All fees are due within two 
weeks of the first practice and there are no refunds for quitting a sport. If you are unable to pay the entire fee, you 
MUST contact the athletic director to request a reduction. Your child will not be able to make the request. It must 
come from a parent or guardian.
4. FALL ATHLETIC PRACTICE START DATES 

High School Football begins on Monday, August 6th. Cross Country, Volleyball, Equestrian and Boy's Tennis all 
begin on Wednesday, August 8th. Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for further information or call 
the coach directly for more information. Middle School Cross Country and Volleyball practices begin on Monday, 
August 27th.

Football: Tony Smith 317-3323
Volleyball: Scott O'Day 998-7388
Boy's Tennis: Vacant at the time of printing
Girl's Cross Country: Christina Thomas Christina.thomas@garams.org
H.S. Athletic Director: Mike Woodard 484-2016 or 217-8230
M.S. Athletic Director: Jeff Merasco  350-1592

5. FALL SCHEDULES
The Fall athletic schedules are finalized. Please check the school website at g-aschools.org   Also, athletic events 

change from time to time, so please make sure you check the website for any changes. 
6. ELIGIBILITY (High School)

Student-Athletes must be eligible to participate in athletics. Eligibility is determined by past semester grades (passed 
5 out of 7 classes) and current grades (during school year).  Also, your residency plays a role in eligibility. There are 
many transfer rules, so if you are new to the area, please call (269) 484-2016 to discuss any eligibility concerns.
7. ADMISSION FEES (High School)

The admission fee for high school athletic events will remain $5 (6 yrs. and up). Senior citizens (62 yrs. and up) will 
be admitted free with a senior citizen pass. The senior citizen passes are issued at the middle school or high school 
office. Also, annual student passes are available for purchase. The cost for an elementary or middle school student 
will be $20 and the cost for a high school student will be $30. This pass is good for all home (regular season) high 
school athletic events. It does not include league or MHSAA tournaments. In addition, discount punch cards can 
be purchased as well. You can purchase 14 admissions for $50 ($3.57 per admission), 25 admissions for $75 ($3.00 
per admission), and 40 admissions for $100 ($2.50 per admission). These punch cards do not expire, so you can use 
them for multiple years. The punch cards can only be used at home (regular season) contests. Finally, new this year, 
Galesburg-Augusta will be allowing all Military Veterans into all regular season contests FREE. Veterans must be 
in uniform or show their military I.D. Thank you for serving our country Veterans!
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 2018
Junior Varsity

Varsity

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE 2018
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA BOY'S TENNIS SCHEDULE 2018

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 2018
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DIRECTORY INFORMATION
Each year the Superintendent shall provide public notice to 

students and their parents of the District's intent to make available, 
upon request, certain information known as "directory information." 
The Board designates as student "directory information":

A. a student's name;
B. participation in officially recognized activities and sports;
C. height and weight, if member of an athletic team;
D. height if member of an athletic team;
E. weight, if member of an athletic team which requires 

disclosure to participate;
F. date of graduation;
G. awards received;
H. honor rolls;
I. scholarships;
J. school photographs or videos of students participating in 

school activities, events or programs;

The Board designates school-assigned e-mail accounts as 
"directory information" for the limited purpose of facilitating 
students’ registration for access to various online educational 
services, including mobile applications/apps that will be utilized 
by the student for educational purposes. School-assigned e-mail 
accounts shall not be released as directory information beyond 
this/these limited purpose(s) and to any person or entity but the 
specific online educational service provider and internal users 
of the District's Education Technology.

Parents and eligible students may refuse to allow the District 
to disclose any or all of such "directory information" upon 
written notification to the District within ten (10) days after 
receipt of the District's public notice.

Armed Forces Recruiting
The Board shall provide United States Armed Forces 

recruiters with at least the same access to the high school 
campus and to student directory information (names, 
addresses, and telephone listings of secondary students) as is 
provided to other entities offering educational or employment 
opportunities to those students. "Armed forces of the United 
States" means the armed forces of the United States and their 
reserve components and the United States Coast Guard.

If a student or the parent or legal guardian of a student 
submits a signed, written request to the Board that indicates 
that the student or the parent or legal guardian does not want 
the student’s directory information to be accessible to official 
recruiting representatives, then the officials of the school shall 
not allow that access to the student’s directory information. The 
Board shall ensure that students and parents and guardians are 
notified of the provisions of the opportunity to deny release of 
directory information.

Public notice shall be given regarding the right to refuse 
disclosure of any or all "directory information" including to the 
armed forces of the United States and the service academies of 
the armed forces of the United States.

A fee, not to exceed the actual costs incurred by the high school, 
for copying and mailing student directory information under 
this section, may be charged an official recruiting representative.

Directory information received under armed services 
authorization request shall be used only to provide information 
to students concerning educational and career opportunities 
available in the armed forces of the United States or the service 

academies of the armed forces of the United States. An official 
recruiting representative who receives student directory 
information under this section shall not release that information 
to a person who is not involved in recruiting students for the 
armed forces of the United States or the service academies of 
the armed forces of the United States.

Annually the Board will notify male students age eighteen (18) 
or older that they are required to register for the selective service.

Requests to the District records officer shall be presented on a 
standardized form developed by the armed forces of the United 
States requesting access to a high school campus and a time for 
the access. Requests should bear the signature of the ranking 
recruiting officer of the armed service making the request.

Whenever consent of the parent(s)/eligible student is required 
for the inspection and/or release of a student's education 
records or for the release of "directory information", either 
parent may provide such consent unless stipulated otherwise 
by court order. If the student is under the guardianship of an 
institution, the Superintendent shall appoint a person who has 
no conflicting interest to provide such written consent.

The Board may disclose "directory information" on former 
students without student or parental consent, unless the parent 
or eligible student previously submitted a request that such 
information not be disclosed without their prior written consent.

The Board shall not permit the collection, disclosure, or use of 
personal information collected from students for the purpose 
of marketing or for selling that information (or otherwise 
providing that information to others for that purpose).

The Board may establish online access for the parents or 
the eligible student to the student’s confidential academic and 
attendance record. To authorize such access, the parents or 
the eligible student must sign a release (see Form 8330 F10). 
This release shall remind the parents or eligible student that 
the account and confidential information about the student is 
only as secure as they keep their account information. Neither 
the District nor its employees will be held responsible for any 
breach of this policy by the parent/eligible student or any 
unauthorized party.

The Board authorizes the use of the microfilm process or 
electromagnetic processes of reproduction for the recording, 
filing, maintaining, and preserving of records.

No liability shall attach to any member, officer, or employee 
of this District specifically as a consequence of permitting 
access or furnishing student records in accordance with this 
policy and regulations.

Any entity receiving personally identifiable information 
pursuant to a study, audit, evaluation or enforcement/compliance 
activity must comply with all FERPA regulations. Further, such 
an entity must enter into a written contract with the Board of 
Education delineating its responsibilities in safeguarding the 
disclosed information. Specifically, the entity must demonstrate 
the existence of a sound data security plan or data stewardship 
program, and must also provide assurances that the personally 
identifiable information will not be redisclosed without prior 
authorization from the Board. Further, the entity conducting the 
study, audit, evaluation or enforcement/compliance activity is 
required to destroy the disclosed information once it is no longer 
needed or when the timeframe for the activity has ended, as 
specified in its written agreement with the Board of Education
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ASBESTOS NOTICE
The asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act requires 

inspection and notification of friable asbestos containing 
materials in school buildings.  An asbestos report regarding 
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools is available at the 
Administration Offices:

  1076 N. 37th Street
  Galesburg, MI 49053

PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW
It is the right of every parent or student of legal age, to 

request information regarding the professional qualifications 
of the student’s classroom teachers.  The district must provide 
this information to the parent or eligible student, within a 
timely manner.  Requests for professional qualifications must 
be made in writing to the building principal.

SECTION 504/ADA COMPLIANCE OFFICERS
Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

("Section 504"), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
as amended ("ADA") and the implementing regulations 
(collectively "Section 504/ADA"), no otherwise qualified 
individual with a disability shall, solely by reason of his/
her disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance. 
The Board of Education does not discriminate in admission 
or access to, or participation or treatment in its programs or 
activities. As such, the Board's policies and practices will not 
discriminate against students with disabilities and will make 
accessible to qualified individuals with disabilities its facilities, 
programs, and activities. No discrimination will be knowingly 
permitted against any individual with a disability on the 
sole basis of that disability in any of the programs, activities, 
policies, and/or practices in the District.

The high school principal and the middle school principal 
are the District’s Section 504 Compliance Officers/ADA 
Coordinators.  The compliance officers can be reached at:  1076 
N. 37th Street, Galesburg, MI 49053; 269-484-2000.

PESTICIDE NOTICE
Pursuant to Michigan Environmental Laws, school 

administrators will notify parents before pesticides are applied 
on/around a student’s building.

Notification of Rights Under the Protection 
of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)

PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding our conduct 
of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing 
purposes, and certain physical exams. These include the right to: 

• Consent before students are required to submit to a 
survey that concerns one or more of the following protected 
areas (“protected information survey”) if the survey is funded 
in whole or in part by a program of the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED)– 

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s 
parent; 

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s 
family; 

3.  Sex behavior or attitudes;
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning 

behavior;
5.  Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have 

close family relationships; 
6.  Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with 

lawyers, doctors, or ministers; 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or 

parents; or 
8.  Income, other than as required by law to determine program 

eligibility. 

• Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of – 
1.  Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 
2.  Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening 

required as a condition of attendance, administered by 
the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the 
immediate health and safety of a student, except for hearing, 
vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or 
screening permitted or required under State law; and 

3.  Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information obtained from students for marketing or to sell 
or otherwise distribute the information to others. 

• Inspect, upon request and before administration or use – 
1.  Protected information surveys of students; 
2.  Instruments used to collect personal information from 

students for any of the above marketing, sales, or other 
distribution purposes; and 

3.  Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum. 

These rights transfer from the parents to a student who is 18 
years old or an emancipated minor under State law. 

Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will develop and 
adopt policies, in consultation with parents, regarding these 
rights, as well as arrangements to protect student privacy in the 
administration of protected information surveys and the collection, 
disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales, 
or other distribution purposes. Galesburg-Augusta Community 
Schools will directly notify parents of these policies at least 
annually at the start of each school year and after any substantive 
changes. Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will also 
directly notify, such as through U.S. Mail or email, parents of 
students who are scheduled to participate in the specific activities 
or surveys noted below and will provide an opportunity for the 
parent to opt his or her child out of participation of the specific 
activity or survey. Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will 
make this notification to parents at the beginning of the school 
year if the District has identified the specific or approximate dates 
of the activities or surveys at that time. For surveys and activities 
scheduled after the school year starts, parents will be provided 
reasonable notification of the planned activities and surveys 

listed below and be provided an opportunity to opt their child 
out of such activities and surveys. Parents will also be provided 
an opportunity to review any pertinent surveys. Following is 
a list of the specific activities and surveys covered under this 
requirement: 

• Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for 
marketing, sales, or other distribution. •Administration of any 
protected information survey not funded in whole or in part by ED. 

• Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or 
screening as described above. 

Parents who believe their rights have been violated may file a 
complaint with: 

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20202
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INDIVIDUAL WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT REQUIREMENTS
The Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires all states to have a “comprehensive Child Find system” to 

assure all children who are in need of early intervention to special education services are located, identified, and referred. Part 
C of IDEA, early intervention, focuses on children aged birth to three. If you have a registered Homeschool and suspect your 
child might have a disability please contact:

Early On Pre-primary Evaluation Team Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools
(Children birth to three years) (Children three to five years) (children five & up)
Kathy Hollis at 269-250-9649 Felicia Burnett at 269-250-9670 Aaron Wright at 269-484-2010 ext. 1005

NONDISCRIMINATION AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation 

and transgender identity), disability, age, religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military status, ancestry, genetic 
information, or any other legally protected characteristic, (collectively, "Protected Classes") in its programs and activities, 
including employment opportunities.

The District's Compliance Officers shall handle inquiries regarding the Board's nondiscrimination policies and address any 
complaint of discrimination

FERPA NOTIFICATION
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of 

student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education.
FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she 

reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students."
• Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education records maintained by the school. Schools 

are not required to provide copies of records unless, for reasons such as great distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students 
to review the records. Schools may charge a fee for copies.

• Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school correct records which they believe to be inaccurate or misleading. If the 
school decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the school still 
decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a statement with the record setting forth his or her view 
about the contested information.

• Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release any information from a 
student's education record. However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or 
under the following conditions (34 CFR § 99.31):
o School officials with legitimate educational interest;
o Other schools to which a student is transferring;
o Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes;
o Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student;
o Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school;
o Accrediting organizations;
o To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 
o Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and
o State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law.

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address, telephone number, date and place of 
birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. However, schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and 
allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory information about them. 
Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA. The actual means of notification (special letter, 
inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school.

For additional information, you may call 1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327) (voice). Individuals who use TDD may use the Federal Relay 
Service. Or you may contact us at the following address:

  Family Policy Compliance Office 
  U.S. Department of Education
  400 Maryland Avenue, SW
  Washington, D.C. 20202-8520

®

Did you know that your United Way contributions stay right here in Galesburg and Augusta? All of the 
funds collected in the schools are forwarded to a committee of Galesburg/Augusta volunteers, who distribute 
your donations as grants to fight local problems. Many of these grants ultimately help students come to your 
classroom better prepared, either academically, physically, or emotionally. In the past couple of years, the 
local committee has awarded grants to the Galesburg-Augusta teaching foundation, to both of the local 
library summer reading programs, and to fund the Community Wellness partnership with WMU nursing 
students at Galesburg-Augusta primary school. Your United Way also fights hunger in our community 
by supplementing the Galesburg Food pantry with fresh food, by providing holiday food baskets, and by 
funding food for seniors. Any contribution is welcome—if we each give a little, it adds up to a big impact! 
We also invite you to apply for grants next spring so we can make sure that every child in Augusta and 
Galesburg reaches his or her full potential. Questions? Contact Alisha Siebers: asiebers@uwbckr.org.
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE SCHOOL CALENDAR?
Delayed Starts for Professional Staff Development:  This year G-A will be implementing six (6) delayed starts on the 

Tuesday’s listed below. On these days, school will start exactly 90 minutes LATER than a normal day and end at the normal 
time each day. All students will be transported to school 90 minutes later than they would on a normal day, either by their 
parent or our transportation department.

We know that like half days, a change in your child’s schedule can cause some hardship. What we hope is that by giving 
you the dates in advance, your family will be able to plan accordingly.

The reason why so many school districts go to either a delayed start or an early release is there is a great need for more 
teacher collaboration time during the school day. Wherever you find a school or district that is seeing improved academic 
success of students, you will find teams of teachers who have additional time to review students’ progress and plan 
together frequently. That will be our goal for how we use these delayed start days as well.

While your building principal will send you reminders and the transportation office will let you know your pick up 
times, please get these Tuesday Delayed Starts on your calendars:

October 16
November 20
January 22

February 19
March 19
May 21

2018-2019 Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Tentative Calendar
Pending approval of the G-A.E.A.

August 24 (F) New Hires & Mentors Report
August 27 (M) Freshman Orientation  5:30 pm
August 27 (M) Staff Breakfast/GAEA/pm Building Staff Meetings 
August 28 (T) Professional Development K-12/pm classroom worktime 3 hrs
 Open House GA Primary  5:30 – 6:30 pm
 Open House & Ribbon Cutting GA Middle School  6:00 pm
August 29 (W) Professional Development K-12 6 hrs
August 30 (Th) Professional Development K-12 6 hrs
September 4 (T) School Begins ½ Day K-12/ pm work time
October 16 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
October 17 (W) ½ Day K-12, Parent Teacher Conferences  1-4 pm & 5-8 pm 
October 18 (Th) K-12 Parent Teacher Conferences  4-8 pm
October 31 (T) ½ Day K-12, Teacher PLC  12-3 pm, 3 hrs 
November 9 (F) No School K-12 / Teacher PD 3 hrs
November 20 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
November 21 (W) ½ Day K-12, Thanksgiving Break
November 22-23 (T-F) No School, Thanksgiving Break 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 4 (M-F) Holiday Break
January 7 (M) School resumes
January 22 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
January 23-24 (W-Th) H.S. Exams – Modified Schedule
January 25 (F) ½ Day 9-12, H.S. Exams
January 25 (F) Marking Period Ends
January 25 (F) K-8 No School Records Day 
January 28 (M) 2nd Semester Begins
February 19 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
February 27 (W) K-12 Parent Teacher Conferences  4-8 pm
February 28 (Th) ½ Day K-12, Parent Teacher Conferences  1-4 pm & 5-8 pm
March 19 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
March 28 (Th) ½ Day K-12 / Records Day - 3rd Marking Period Ends
Mar 29 - Apr 5 (F, M-F) Spring Break
April 8 (M) School Resumes
April 9 (T)** No School 9, 10, 12: AM SAT Testing for 11th grade
April 10 (W)** ½ Day 12th grade @ 11:15; AM Testing Pre-SAT for 9th and 10th, 
 11th WorkKeys
May 21 (T) 90 Minute Delay Start K-12 / Teacher PLC 1.5 hrs
May 27 (M) No School K-12 Memorial Day
June 10-11 (M, T) H.S. Exams – Modified Schedule
June 12 (W) ½ Day K-12 Last Day / H.S. Exams - Teacher Check Out
June 13 (Th) Last Day Teachers/Teacher Check-Out

** Tentative dates-actual dates will be determined by the State Testing Schedule
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Administration Offices
1076 N. 37th St. 

Galesburg, MI 49053
(269) 484-2000

Primary School (Pre-K through 4)
Principal: Shaun Sportel

(269) 484-2040
ssportel@gacsnet.org

Middle School (5th - 8th Grades)
Principal: Shana Wiese

(269) 484-2020
swiese@gacsnet.org

High School (9th – 12th Grades)
Principal: Christie Robinson

(269) 484-2010
crobinson@gacsnet.org

The Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation, and transgender identity), 
disability, age, religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military status, ancestry, genetic information, or any other legally protected characteristic, 

(collectively “Protected Classes”) in its programs and activities, including employment opportunities. The District’s Compliance Officers shall handle 
inquiries regarding the Board’s nondiscrimination policies and any complaint of discrimination.  

Complaints or inquiries should be forwarded to:  
1076 N. 37th St.

Galesburg, MI 49053

Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent • 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053 • (269) 484-2000 • Fax (269) 484-2001

Vision Statement:
To encourage learning, inspire pride and support all students. 

WE ARE G-A!

Mission Statement:
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will empower all students to 

be productive and responsible citizens.


