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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
BOND UPDATE
Excitingly, Galesburg-Augusta Middle school is on phase 
7 of our 2016 Bond which indicates our project is nearing 
completion this summer. Although phase 8 and 9 are 
extremely involved, we are anticipating final inspections 
for next school year to go smoothly due to the work done 
over this school year. Phases 7 through 9 include the 
library, locker rooms, office entry and work areas, flex 
corridor and band suite. This project, when completed, 
provides the district with facilities composed of safe but 
flexible spaces and brings a refreshing sense of investment 
to our community and students.
Thank you Galesburg-Augusta Community for your 
support!
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Greetings, Galesburg-Augusta Community Members:
What a privilege it has been being a part of the G-A district this year and watching 

our staff and students participate in some amazing learning opportunities. Many of 
those are listed within these pages, and others will be stored in the hearts and minds 
of your children for many years to come.

As we wind down the year, we will be celebrating our seniors who will soon be off 
to new adventures. What we know is there is a growing economy in the Kalamazoo 
area and our goal as a district is to ensure that each and every one of our students are 
prepared for continuous learning no matter where their hearts lead them.

According to those who study the American economy, 1 of every 10 of our graduates will need a Bachelor’s 
degree +plus, 2 of our graduates will need a bachelors, and the remaining 7 will need some form of post-high 
school certification or training. The possibilities are endless, but the preparation important. As we move into 
next school year, our goal will be to review our K-12 programming and ensure that the skills of the future are 
those that we are bringing to our students.

What’s clear is that no matter how much the jobs of the 
future change, the need for strong literacy skills is critical 
to one’s adult success. Encourage your child and even your 
neighbors’ children, to continue to read and be a learner all 
summer long. Reading can happen in many forms and does 
not always have to be a book in hand. While we celebrate 
March is Reading Month, we truly need to keep reading all 
year long. Push your kids to ask questions and explore the 
world around them. Those are the skills of their future!  

Thank you for sharing your children with us this school year. 
I look forward to our work ahead and know that together, we 
will raise great people who make us proud.
Wendy Maynard-Somers, 
Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Galesburg-Augusta School Board members and the 
Superintendent share their favorite books for 

March is Reading Month.

Back Row: Ben Overgaard, Jeff McCubbin, Stephanie Knoblock, 
Kim Hubbard, Archie Silkworth. Front Row: Superintendent Wendy 

Maynard-Somers, Carolyn Martin, Diana Walker

Hello, my name is Benjamin Overgaard. I am a 2002 graduate of Pennfield 
High School. I received my Associate of Arts Degree from Kellogg Community 
College in 2005 and my Bachelor of Arts Degree from Western Michigan 
University in 2007. I have been employed in the criminal justice field for 
the last 11 years. My wife is an elementary school teacher and we have two 
children, one of which is a student at Galesburg-Augusta Primary School.

My family moved to Galesburg in 2014 and we fell in love with the small 
community. I gained aspirations of becoming a G-A Board Trustee because 
of the potential I saw within this wonderful school system. Words cannot 
express how happy my family has been with school system, and I see the 
community as a promising “up and coming area”. I have witnessed many 
young families coming to the area for several positive reasons, the school 
system being one of them. 

My greatest hope for G-A Schools is to see it continue to blossom into one of the top performing, small 
school districts in Kalamazoo County. I want to see many meaningful opportunities for students, in a 
safe environment, and help in attracting and maintaining the most talented and passionate educators. 
It is an honor to be part of this already wonderful system, and I look forward to what the future has in 
store for the Rams!
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Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation
Purpose:

The Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation is a non-profit organization 
established to provide an avenue for individuals and businesses to contribute funds 
into the educational system in an organized manner that can be of benefit to the donor 
and to the staff and students of G-A Schools. All gifts are used solely for the support or 
enhancement of educational endeavors of the school district.

Why give?
The Foundation’s ability to continue its mission depends on the generous support of individuals and 

groups in the Galesburg-Augusta community and beyond. Your generous gift will be used to enhance the 
educational experiences of our students by:

• Supporting Education through venture grants designed to supplement the educational program 
and provide teachers and students with unique learning experiences.

• Providing Opportunities through projects that enrich our students’ exposure to 21st century learning 
to promote the district’s commitment to educational excellence.

• Recognizing Excellence through opportunities to celebrate quality education while acknowledging 
the significant contributions of select individuals.

• Building Futures through endowed and non-endowed scholarships established to assist students 
desiring to continue their education beyond high school. 

How to give.
The Foundation accepts contributions from individuals, families, corporations, small businesses, civic 

groups and other foundations.
• Directly by check payable to: Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation
      1076 N. 37th Street
      Galesburg, MI 49053
• Indirectly by selecting Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools Foundation as your organization 

of choice at the retailers listed below:
o Amazon Smile – https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-3082334
o Hardings Community Rewards – https://hardings.com/savings-and-rewards/community-rewards/

Your gift to the Foundation is a gift to our future – Our Students!

On Monday, February 26th, the Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Schools Foundation held their 3rd annual 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at the Dig-In Café 
(Augusta, MI). The Dig-In Café was gracious enough 
to open up on Monday (they are generally closed on 
Mondays) and allow the GACS Foundation to hold 
the fundraising dinner there. The Dig-In Café staff also 
volunteered to do all the prep work and cooking for 
the event, while GACS Foundation Board Members, 
GACS Staff, and Middle School Jr. National Honor 

Society students worked as waiters, bussers, and greeters. In three short hours, the Foundation was able to 
raise over $1,000. Dollars raised will help the Foundation continue to provide scholarships and grants to 
the students and staff of Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools. The Foundation is very grateful to the 
community and the Dig-In Café for all their support.
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY SCHOOL
315 W. Battle Creek St. Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Shaun Sportel • (269)484-2040

STEAM is an educational approach to learning 
that uses Science, Technology, Engineering, 
the Arts and Mathematics as access points for 
guiding student inquiry, dialogue, and critical 
thinking.

Our K-4 Primary students and 5th grade Middle 
School students are learning a STEAM curriculum 
called PLTW (Project Lead the Way) with Mr. 
Brennan. STEAM is an educational approach 
to learning that uses Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics as access 
points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue, 
and critical thinking.

The layout of the lessons have students 
working together to fix a problem that follows a 

science topic. Mr. 
Brennan's room 
is laid out to work in groups and use technology (I-Pads, laptops), along 
with hands-on materials, to test ideas to find an answer to the problem.

The 1st graders have been working on a learning module called Sun, 
Earth and Moon. They've been creating experiments to see how all three 
are interconnected with one another and how they view them from where 
we live on the Earth. The pictures show how the sun moves across our 
sky during the day and they can observe this with shadows. The students 
guessed and tested their hypothesis on objects that don't move on their own, 
but can have their shadows move. The students also created an orbiter that 
shows how the earth orbits the sun and the moon orbits the earth. In class, 
they are also learning about the moon phases.

Ram Reading Bus
The Ram Reading Bus will be heading out again 

this summer!! Look for information in June on our 
Facebook page about times and locations. We will 
also make sure the Little Free Library in front of the 
Primary School has a variety of books for students to 
borrow over the summer!  
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Learning Fair 
Learning Fair was a huge 

success. Thank you to all the 
parents who helped their 
sons and daughters with their 
projects, and for all the parents 
and students who were able 
to come check out our event.  
Thanks for rearranging your 
schedules to attend this event after we had to cancel 
due to sickness. 

A big thank you to Jennifer Blake, Breann Feltch, 
and Wendy Lockner for your creativity, organization 
and your willingness to keep our Learning Fair 
going. Also thank you very much to all the teachers 
and staff at the Primary School who made this event 
a great one.

WATCH D.O.G.S.
 http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/

WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is an 
innovative father involvement, educational initiative 
of the National Center for Fathering. There are two 
primary goals of the WATCH D.O.G.S. program.

1. To provide positive male role models for the 
students, demonstrating by their presence 
that education is important. 

2. To provide extra sets of eyes and ears to 
enhance school security and reduce bullying. 

If you would like to be a part of our WATCH 
D.O.G.S. program, please contact the Primary 
School Office. 

Dear Parents of G-A Primary 2017-2018 Kindergarten Students,
WELCOME TO GALESBURG-AUGUSTA PRIMARY! We want you to know how much we are looking 

forward to having your child begin school with us in the fall. We hosted a Parent Information Night on 
Thursday, March 29, 2017 in the Primary music room. A panel of kindergarten teachers answered your 
questions about starting school next fall. Enrollment packets were available for you to pick up at that time. 
To register for Kindergarten, children must be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2018. If you missed 
this opportunity, please contact the Primary School Office, 269-484-2040.

Right now, it is important for you to get all of the necessary paperwork into the Primary Office so that 
your child will be ready to start school. It is mandatory (by law supported by Sec. 9208 of Public Health 
Code) that all items be on file at our Office. Students will not be able to attend school until the enrollment 
paperwork is complete. Please bring to school the following:

1. Legal birth certificate (We must see the original certified document)
2. Validated proof of immunizations (to date)
3. Proof of vision and hearing screening
4. Parent questionnaire 
5. Enrollment/Information card
6. Transportation form
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Jump Rope for Heart
Jump Rope For Heart is a national education and 

fundraising event sponsored by the American Heart 
Association and the Society of Health and Physical 
Educators (SHAPE).

This event engages elementary students with 
jumping rope while empowering them to improve 
their own health and help other kids with heart-
health issues. This is a great way to satisfy the 
physical education standards as determined by 
NASPE (National Association for Sport and Physical 
Education) and AAHE (American Association for 
Health Education).
Jump Rope For Heart Helps Students Grow!

• Kids learn the value of community service 
and become empowered to contribute to 
their community's welfare.

• Children join together in helping other kids 
with special hearts.

• Students learn how to develop heart-healthy 
habits while being physically active

• Participants learn jump rope and basketball 
skills they can use for the rest of their lives.

• Students help your school earn gift certificates 
for free P.E. equipment!

Congratulations to our G-A families and 
community members. This year we raised over 
$9,000. A huge thank you to Mr. Merasco for his 
continued efforts in organizing this event and 
making it fun for our students and to Mrs. Lewis 
who organized the money coming in. 
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G-A PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS:

Enrollment for 2018-2019 
Preschool is now open!
Our GSRP preschool is a 4-year-old, state-funded 
program that is free to families that qualify. 
To qualify, your child must turn 4 on or before 
December 1st and your family must meet the 
guidelines set up by the state.
Tuition Preschool

We offer 3- and 4-year-old tuition preschool for 
families that do not qualify for GSRP, but still want 
to utilize our preschool program. The 3-year-old, 
tuition-based students must have turned 3 before 
admission throughout the year.

Our Preschools Feature:
• Certified Early 

Childhood Teachers!
• Full-day program for 

all 4-year-olds
• Half-day program for 3-year-olds
• Emphasis on developing literacy skills
• Technology centers with iPads
• Student work done in small groups, whole groups 

and center-based activities
If you would like to learn more about our 

preschool program, the Primary school, schedule 
a tour or speak with the building principal, Shaun 
Sportel, please contact the office at 484-2040. We at 
G-A Primary are proud of our terrific facility and 
commitment to student achievement!

The staff at G-A Primary believes all children can 
learn and succeed. Our goal is success for every child!

Keep in mind we do offer “wrap around” and “before- 
and after-school” day care for students ages 3-12!

Fourth Grade Swimmers
 Mr. Merasco arranged to have students attend 

Sherman Lake YMCA for three instructional swim 
sessions.  The first session focused on basic water safety 
skills, and the second and third sessions introduced 
the elementary swimming strokes to the students.

 Funding for the swimming classes had been 
arranged by an endowment left to Galesburg 
Schools for swimming lessons. The instruction was 
provided by certified YMCA swim instructors. What 
a great opportunity for our 4th Graders!

Summer Opportunities 
Galesburg-Augusta Primary will again be offering a 

summer learning opportunity for students currently 
in grades K-3. The six week program will begin July 9 
and run through August 16. The program runs from 9 
- 11:30 a.m. (with the opportunity for students to have 
lunch right after). Invitations for this opportunity will 
be coming home the first week of June!

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook for more fun summertime events! 

https://www.facebook.com/galesburg.charleston.library/ 

Special Summer Family 
Events 

 

Galesburg-Charleston 
Memorial District Library 

 

Libraries Rock Kick-off Party —Thursday, June 21, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Register for summer reading and enjoy fun activities 

PaleoJoe - Libraries Rock—Thursday, June 28, 2:00 pm—3:00 pm 

Dinosaurs come to life with PaleoJoe! Meet the animals and plants that have been 
extinct for millions of years. 

Dinosaur CSI with PaleoJoe—Thursday, June 28, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

What happened to the dinosaurs? Learn the techniques used to investigate pre-
historic life & death. 

Kalamazoo Air Zoo—Thursday, July 12,  2:00 pm—3:00 pm 

Let’s make some noise at the library! With “Good Vibrations,” we will create 
beautiful music and explore the science of sound. 

Caribbean Steel Drums—Thursday, July 19, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Celebrate the Islands with this high energy music program! 

Binder Park Zoo —Thursday, July 26,  2:00 pm—3:00 pm 

Live animal ambassadors teach us about unique ways animals adapt to survive! 

Reading & Math Programs 

Win fun prizes this summer while keeping your  
reading and math skills sharp! 
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
750 W. Van Buren St., Augusta, MI 49012
Principal: Shana M. Wiese • (269)484-2020

8th Grade US History Breaks Out!
Our 8th grade U.S. history students recently 

participated in an immersive learning break-out 
box activity. The 8th grade students engaged in an 
academically-focused escape room that took place 
within the U.S. history classroom. Our students took 
part in a game where the players used teamwork and 
critical thinking skills to solve a series of challenging 
content-specific puzzles in order to open a locked 
break out box.

In the lesson, students took on the role of a 
special OPS unit attempting to capture a group of 
spies that had broken into our National Archives 
in Washington, D.C. in an attempt to steal some of 
our nation’s most important secrets and artifacts. 
When the students entered the crime scene, they 
found that one of our national treasures had been 
taken and locked up by the spies while they were 
seeking out other important documents. Ultimately, 
our students had 45 minutes to open the box before 
the spies returned.

As the students entered the “crime scene”, they searched the room for clues to decipher a content-specific, 
three-digit numerical lock, a four-digit numerical lock, a five-digit alphabetic lock, and a directional lock. 
By searching the room, students found a flash drive, QR codes, UV black light, plus additional documents 
and other tangible clues. By working effectively as a team, with an emphasis on problem solving and 
critical thinking, all of our 8th grade students were able to successfully break out!

SIXTH GRADE BAND 
The sixth grade 

band treated 
parents and 
community to a 
delightful concert 
on Thursday, 
March 8 in the 
middle school 
auditorium. These 
students “packed 
the house” and 
demonstrated fine 
musical skill as 
beginning RAM 
band students. 
You can catch another fine performance by this 
talented group of young people at the middle school 
band concert on May 9.

G-A Middle School Student Leaders
Two eighth grade students were selected to attend 

the SAC Student Leadership Summit at Western 
Michigan University. Avery Coleman and Allysen 
Burrill joined several 
G-A High School 
students on Tuesday, 
March 6 as they 
participated in team-
building activities, 
college information 
sessions, inspirational 
seminars, and leader-
ship training. The girls 
stated that it was a fun-
filled day, and they 
enjoyed networking 
with students from 
other districts.
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

NATIONAL JUNIOR 
HONOR SOCIETY NEWS

The National Junior Honor Society sponsored 
“Kindness Week” from March 12 - March 16. This was 
an opportunity for students to be truly mindful of how 
kind they are to each other and to consider the impact 
genuine kindness can have on others. Mrs. Sexton and 
the group created a week full of kindness efforts:

o Monday—notes of encouragement and 
motivation were placed on every locker in 
the building.

o Tuesday—a kindness wall was introduced—
upon which students could post their own 
kind words for others.

o Wednesday—poetry and inspirational quotes 
were read over the p.a. at the start of each 
academic hour.

o Thursday—Kindness Spirit Day—dress up
o Friday: Donation Day—competition among 

the grade levels—which grade can raise the 
most money (throughout the week) to donate 
to the “Child Life” Program at Bronson 
Hospital’s Children’s Unit. 

PBIS-Gold Club Reward Day
On Wednesday, February 14, 2018, the middle 

school celebrated impeccable student behavior. The 
middle school had over 375 students who made 
positive behavior choices and did not earn any 
behavior referrals for the first semester. For these 
exemplary young people, a fun-filled afternoon 
of staff vs. student dodgeball, various games, and 
mini-dance (including DJ service) was provided.

Dates to Remember:
• Half Day of School   April 20
• Paint Your Pet Event  April 26
• 8th Grade Dance   May 5
• Middle School Band Concert May 9
• No School—Memorial Day  May 28
• Half Day of School   June 12
• M.S. Field Day   June 13
• Half Day of School   June 13

KRESA—EFE, EFA, EMC Open House
KRESA, in partnership with KVCC, sponsored an 

open house to promote the Education for Employment, 
Education for the Arts, and Early-Middle College 
programs. This was held at the Kalamazoo Air Zoo 
on Tuesday, February 6 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. More 
than a dozen G-A MS students and their families 
attended this event to learn more 
about these programs and to explore 
some amazing opportunities.
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G-A MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:

	

The middle school is proud to announce its 
implementation of the nationally-recognized Watch 
D.O.G.S. program. This is a program that is designed 
to bring positive male role models into schools. 
Fathers, step fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and 
guardians are invited to volunteer in classrooms, 
during lunch / recess time, and before / after school. 
The Watch D.O.G.S. program has proven successful 
in our primary school, and fathers who participated 
there and who now have a middle school student 
have volunteered their time. We appreciate 
the opportunity to enhance our parent / school 
relationship and look forward to more volunteers 
taking part in the program. Please call the middle 
school office for more information.

Innovations… Innovations…
Innovations

Mrs. Jordan’s seventh grade Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) class participated in Kalamazoo County 
Innovation Day at the Western Michigan University 
School of Engineering on Friday, December 1, 2017. 
These students presented their innovations to an 
array of judges throughout the day—“pitching” their 
products, much like the television show Shark Tank. 
Some examples were: a “cool wave”— a container 
that utilized cool air to decrease the temperature of 
food / drinks that were too hot, a sneaker tracking 
system—a tracking device embedded in the tongue 
of a shoe and monitored on a Smart phone, and a 
“Binderpack”—a combination backpack and binder 
with special compartments for gym clothes, water 
bottle, etc. Mrs. Jordan stated that the students had 
a great time, networked with innovators from other 
districts, and learned so much along the way!

M-STEP Assessment
 The state M-STEP assessment window begins in 

April.
• Grade 5…..April 10, 11,12, and 13
• Grade 8…..April 17, 18, and 19
• Grade 6…..May 1 and 2
• Grade 7…..May 8 and 9

The fifth and eighth grade students will be 
testing in ELA, math, science (field test), and 
social studies. The sixth and 
seventh grade students will 
be testing in ELA and math.  
To assist with a positive 
testing experience, students 
should have a good night’s 
sleep and a nutritious 
breakfast… so they can 
shine!
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GALESBURG-AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL
1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053
Principal: Christie Robinson • (269)484-2010

High School Student Sit-In
February 14, 2018 is a day that all of our students will have engrained in their minds for the rest of their 

lives. We cannot undo the images and sounds that some of our students were exposed to because of social 
media in the hours and days that followed the Parkland deaths.  

As a staff, we decided our students needed an opportunity to talk about the many emotions they were 
processing because of the shootings. We held a “Sit-In” at the high school on February 26 for all students 
to come to the gym and express themselves in a safe and controlled environment.  Nonparticipants were 
invited to sit in the media center and computer lab where they were encouraged to complete outstanding 
work for classes.

The perspectives of the students at the Sit-In were powerful. The most meaningful, was the intense 
emotion of our kids to protect them in their school and make sure they felt they could turn to our staff 
and me in a time of crisis. We will continue to build the strong sense of belonging and community in our 
building so all kids feel they are valued and protected.

Key Points from Students:
• Active Shooter drills
• Drill more frequently
• Train teachers to be first responders
• Retain the human element in our world
• Drill with higher-level expectations
• Preparing for large gatherings
• Increased security systems
• Drill v Instincts
• Communication with off campus students
• Confirmation of a true fire alarm
• Security guards on campus
• Fight or Flight

The thoughts of our students and their honest reflections have brought many new conversations and 
ideas to the forefront. The administrative team and law enforcement continue to review and analyze our 
protocols and safety measures.

Thank you for trusting us with your children.

Sincerely,

Christie L Robinson

Christie Robinson

• Stop demonizing each other
• Train students to be first aid ready
• Have staff members trained and carry 

weapons
• Emphasize that jokes are not okay
• Installing metal detectors
• Developing a student activist group
• Protocol if students flee the grounds
• Privately notifying teachers of intruders
• Leaving all backpacks in lockers
• Students who are of age to vote should 

be active
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Spring 2018 Ram Announcer 
 
Teamwork	for	Success	

Our	 administration	 worked	 with	 the	 district	 drivers	 to	 team	 up	 and	 develop	 a	 matrix	 to	 encourage	 proper	

behaviors	 on	 the	 school	 bus.	 	 Please	 review	 these	 expectations	with	 your	 students	 and	 encourage	 the	 “Safety	

Creates	Success”	motto	on	the	bus!			

	

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
BUS 

The bus is an extension of the classroom!! 
 

R RESPECT 
 

Speak kind to others 
Help the driver focus 
Be courteous 
Dispose of personal trash 
Treat the bus as a school facility 

A ACHIEVE 
 

Wait for a signal from the driver 
Arrive at school 
Arrive at home 
Safe route 

M MANAGE 
 

Load the bus and move to your seat 
Remain seated 
Keep hands and objects to self 
Use appropriate language 
 
Voice Level:  0-2 
Railroad Crossing Voice Level:  0 

S 
 
SAFETY CREATES SUCCESS! 
 
 

 

Teamwork for Success
Our administration worked with the district drivers 

to team up and develop a matrix to encourage proper 
behaviors on the school bus.  Please review these 
expectations with your students and encourage the 
“Safety Creates Success” motto on the bus! 

New Elective Opportunities
Our elective options continue to grow as the 

demands of our students change over time. Fall of 
2018, we are hoping to make the following courses 
available to students:
Lifetime Fitness: a noncompetitive approach to 
physical education and lifelong fitness

Digital Photography: an exploratory course where 
students learn the basics of photography and editing

Creativity and Innovation: 
a course to reframe student 
thinking, while equipping 
with the tools and skills to 
reframe problems, design, 
and implement independent 
projects

Senior Cap & Gown Orders – 
Already submitted in person. All 
orders must be placed online at 
www.jostens.com
Senior Pictures for Yearbook – 
January 9, 2018 (past due)
Senior Trip Mandatory Meeting – March 14 at 
6:30
½ Day Seniors report at 11:15 am - April 11
Senior Class Trip - April 19-22, 2018
Senior Band Concert and Awards - May 16
Awards Assembly - May 24
Senior Exams - May 30 - June 1
Senior Breakfast, Parade and Rehearsal - June 8
Graduation - June 8

Galesburg-Augusta 
Alternative High School 

G-A’s alternative education 
setting is a great opportunity 
for individuals who may 
struggle in the traditional classroom setting but are 
looking to complete their high school diploma. Our 
Alt Ed Program is an online delivery system with a 
certified teacher as the classroom mentor. Students 
interested in enrolling in GAAHS should contact the 
GAHS counseling department for paperwork and an 
application. If you have additional questions contact 
Ms. Mia Hawley, Alternative Education mentor, at 
269-484-2105 or email hawley@garams.org.

Prom 2018: Enchanted Forest
Prom will be held at Gull Lake View Golf Course 

on Saturday, May 19. It will start at 7 p.m. and will 
conclude at 11 p.m. Students 
must purchase their tickets 
ahead of time. All guests 
must be pre-approved by 
the school administration. 
Academic eligibility is 
based on final grades of the 
third marking period.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:

Behavior Monitoring and Celebration!
GAHS has been dedicated to the fidelity of behavior supports for our students as a means to provide a safe learning 

community for all. Our staff takes time to review data and monitor how we are progressing in our endeavors of education; 
here is our latest data pull for the past 4 years regarding referrals (data for each year from September-March):

 Student Referrals
 Female Male
2014-2015 155 276
2015-2016 62 128
2016-2017 52 118
2017-2018 54 220

The primary infraction at the high school level is student tardiness. The number of students arriving late to school on a 
daily basis is a struggle for consistent delivery of instruction.

High School Orientation and Pictures
All high school students will report to the building for pictures and schedules on August 28, 2018. The 

schedule for the event:
Orientation for ALL Grades

• Pictures
• Schedules
• Check garams email account
• Check locker assignment and combination
• Make an appointment with Ms. Lake as needed
• Synergy Login
• Pick up yearbook
• Submit a request for help if needed

Students may pick up a hard copy of the picture order form at the school. The main office will be open 
Monday, August 20 for regular business hours. Picture retakes will be in September.

3:30-4:00  Sophomores arrive
4:00-4:30  Juniors arrive
4:30-5:00  Seniors arrive
5:00-6:30  Freshmen arrive 
6:00  G-A Alt. HS arrive
6:30  Freshmen Orientation

Advanced Placement Testing 2018
Each year we see the number of students wanting to take Advanced Placement courses growing at G-A 

High School. This year the district has been able to offer AP courses in the following areas: Chemistry, 
Psychology, English Literature and Composition, US Government, Biology, Calculus, and Statistics. These 
are great opportunities for students to earn credits toward their future college degrees.

This year our Board of Education, upon recommendation by the Superintendent, worked to ensure that 
no student who took such a class, would have a barrier to earning college credits due to lack of funds. To 
that end, the Board promised to pay for every students’ AP test! Those tests will take place starting May 7 
and we want to wish our students all the best, and may lots of college credits get earned… Go G-A!

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING DATES
Monday, May 21, 2018
Monday, June 18, 2018
Monday, July 16, 2018
Monday, August 20, 2018
Monday, September 17, 2018

Monday, October 15, 2018
Monday, November 19, 2018
Monday, December 17, 2018
Monday, January 21, 2019

All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in the high school media center.
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA JV 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA JV 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA JV BASEBALL SCHEDULE 2018

rev. 3-5-18
DATE OPPONENT SITE

Wed. 3-28 Paw Paw (single) Home
Tues. 4-10 Comstock (DH) Away 4 p.m.
Thurs. 4-12 Hackett (DH) Away
Mon. 4-16 Lawrence (DH) Away
Tues. 4-17 Plainwell (DH) Away 4 p.m.
Mon. 4-23 Lawton (DH) Home
Thurs. 4-26 Delton (DH) Away
Mon. 4-30 Coloma (DH) Home
Thurs. 5-3 Kalamazoo Chr. (DH) Home
Mon. 5-7 Schoolcraft (DH) Away
Fri. 5-11 Constantine (DH) Home
Thurs. 5-17 Gobles (DH) Away
Sat. 5-19 Parchment (DH) Away 10 a.m.
Tues. 5-22 Allegan (DH) Home

All games start at 4:30 p.m., unless noted.
DH=Double Header

Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for the 
most up to date schedules.

   Galesburg-Augusta J.V. Softball Schedule 2018

rev. 1-23
DATE OPPONENT SITE

Wed. 3-28 Paw Paw (single) Home
Thurs. 4-12 Hackett (DH) Away no team
Mon. 4-16 Lawrence (DH) Away
Tues. 4-17 Plainwell (DH) Away 4 p.m.
Mon. 4-23 Lawton (DH) Home
Thurs. 4-26 Delton (DH) Away
Mon. 4-30 Coloma (DH) Home
Thurs. 5-3 Kalamazoo Chr. (DH) Home
Mon. 5-7 Schoolcraft (DH) Away
Fri. 5-11 Constantine (DH) Home
Wed. 5-16 B.C. Pennfield Home 4 p.m.
Thurs. 5-17 Gobles (DH) Away

All games start at 4:30 p.m., unless noted.
DH=Double Header

Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for the 
most up to date schedules.

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VARSITY 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VARSITY 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 2017-18GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VARSITY BASEBALL SCHEDULE

2018
rev. 3-5-18

DATE OPPONENT SITE

Mon. 3-26 Bloomingdale (DH) Home 4 p.m.
Wed. 3-28 Paw Paw (single) Away
Tues. 4-10 Comstock (DH) Home 4 p.m.
Thurs. 4-12 Hackett (DH) Home
Mon. 4-16 Lawrence (DH) Home
Tues. 4-17 Plainwell (DH) Home 4 p.m.
Mon. 4-23 Lawton (DH) Away
Thurs. 4-26 Delton (DH) Home
Sat. 4-28 B.C. Pennfield (DH) Away 10 a.m.
Mon. 4-30 Coloma (DH) Away
Thurs. 5-3 Kalamazoo Chr. (DH) Away
Mon. 5-7 Schoolcraft (DH) Home
Fri. 5-11 Constantine (DH) Away
Thurs. 5-17 Gobles (DH) Home
Sat. 5-19 Parchment  (DH) Home 10 a.m.
Tues. 5-22 Allegan (DH) Away
Fri. 5-25 Climax-Scotts "Cross Away 4 p.m.

River Rivalry"  (single)
Tues. 5-29 Pre-Districts TBD
Fri./Sat. 6-1/2 Districts TBD
Sat. 6-9 Regionals TBD

All games start at 4:30 p.m., unless noted.
DH=Double Header

Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for the 
most up to date schedules.

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA VARSITY SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
2018

rev. 1-22-18
DATE OPPONENT SITE

Mon. 3-26 Bloomingdale (DH) Home 4 p.m.
Wed. 3-28 Paw Paw (single) Away
Thurs. 4-12 Hackett (DH) Home
Mon. 4-16 Lawrence (DH) Home
Tues. 4-17 Plainwell (DH) Home 4 p.m.
Mon. 4-23 Lawton (DH) Away
Thurs. 4-26 Delton (DH) Home
Mon. 4-30 Coloma (DH) Away
Thurs. 5-3 Kalamazoo Chr. (DH) Away
Mon. 5-7 Schoolcraft (DH) Home
Fri. 5-11 Constantine (DH) Away
Wed. 5-16 B.C. Pennfield (DH) Away 4 p.m.
Thurs. 5-17 Gobles (DH) Home
Fri. 5-25 Climax-Scotts "Cross Away 4 p.m.

River Rivalry"  DH
Tues. 5-29 Pre-Districts TBD
Fri./Sat. 6-1/2 Districts TBD
Sat. 6-9 Regionals TBD

All games start at 4:30 p.m., unless noted.
DH=Double Header

Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for the 
most up to date schedules.

GO RAMS!
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G-A HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC NEWS:

Galesburg - Charleston Fire Department
Cadet/Explorer Program

In January 2017, the Galesburg-
Charleston Fire Department along 
with the Galesburg-Augusta 
Community School District created 
the GCFD Cadet/Explorer program. 
This program is designed to get youth 
in the Galesburg-Augusta School 
District and surrounding area interested in firefighting. 
It will expose them to several aspects of the fire 
service to include firefighting skills and medical skills. 
Additionally, it is designed to get youth involved in the 
community they live in and to teach them the importance 
of community service. This program is aimed to teach 
them confidence and a positive environment.

The Cadets meet monthly and there are other 
opportunities to train and interact with the 
firefighters. For additional information on the cadet 
program please contact your school counselor.

2018-2019
Schools of Choice Enrollment

May 7, 2018 through June 5, 2018
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will be 

accepting K-12 Schools of Choice Applications for the 
2018-2019 school year. Applications will be available 
beginning May 7, 2018 at the Superintendent’s office, 
1076 North 37th Street, Galesburg, MI or printed online at 
www.g-aschools.org. Applications must be returned by 
June 5, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. to the office of the Superintendent. 
Please call 269-484-2000 if you have any questions.

GALESBURG-AUGUSTA TRACK/
FIELD SCHEDULE 2017-18         GALESBURG-AUGUSTA TRACK/FIELD

rev. 3-6-18
   DATE       OPPONENT MEET TIME

Mar. 27 or 28 TBD 4:30 p.m.
Tues. 4-10 at Schoolcraft with Gobles 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 4-13 Marcellus Invitational 4:30 p.m.
Wed. 4-18 at Delton 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 4-20 Comstock Inv. At Comstock 4 p.m.
Wed. 4-25 at K-Christian 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 4-27 Schoolcraft Invitational 3 p.m.
Wed. 5-2 at Lawton 4:30 p.m.
Wed. 5-9 at Constantine with Hackett 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 5-11 Gobles Invitational at Gobles TBD
Mon. 5-14 Divisional Championship at Lawton TBD
Tues. 5-15 Divisional Rain Date
Fri 5-18 or Regionals at Comstock TBD
Sat. 5-19
Mon. 5-21 S.A.C. Championship at Saugatuck TBD
Tues. 5-22 S.A.C. Championship rain date
Sat. 6-2 State Finals at Comstock Park HS TBD

Please check the school website at g-aschools.org for the 
most up to date schedules.

ATHLETIC NEWS 
The spring schedules for high school sports are 

included in this edition of the Ram Announcer. 
They are also posted on the school website (www.g-
aschools.org) under the high school tab and on the 
school calendar on the district page. The  schedules 
may change throughout the season, so please check 
for updates.

All middle school and high school athletes MUST 
have a valid physical on file prior to the start of the 
season. Physicals given on or after April 15th, 2017 
are valid for this current school year. Physicals given 
on or after April 15th, 2018 will be valid from that 
date through the end of the 2018-19 school year. 
New for the 2017-18 School Year:

You MUST use the new M.H.S.A.A. Physical Form 
in order for the physical to be valid. This form can 
be found on the school website (www.g-aschools.
org). It is also available in the high school office. The 
change involves a concussion awareness statement 
followed by four required signatures. 

All uniforms and school issued equipment must 
be turned in at the conclusion of a particular athletic 
season. Also, all outstanding athletic bills, which 
includes participation fees must be paid prior to the 
student-athlete’s next season. Participation will not 
be allowed until the above obligations have been met.

BAND CONCERT DATES:
Wednesday, May 9 Middle School Spring Concert
 (7 pm, HS gym)
Wednesday, May 16 High School Spring Concert & Awards
 (7 pm, HS gym)
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Galesburg, MI 49053

Wendy Maynard-Somers, Superintendent • 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, MI 49053 • (269) 484-2000 • Fax (269) 484-2001

Vision Statement:
To encourage learning, inspire pride and support all students. 

WE ARE G-A!

Mission Statement:
Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools will empower all students to 

be productive and responsible citizens.


