
Instructions for completing the READY application. 
 
To apply for the READY program, a student must be enrolled in Algebra I in 8th grade.  
 

● Once you have completed your application, please save the fillable form to your computer. To do                
so you will need to click on the “Printer” icon in the upper right-hand corner of the screen. You                   
will then see a drop-down menu that says “Destination”. Please click on that drop-down menu and                
select “Save as PDF”. Type your student’s last name into the document name and press the                
“Save” button. Now your application is ready to be attached or uploaded to an email!  

● Save your written essays in a separate google document just in case they are accidentally deleted                
within the form.  

● Please save all of your answers in a separate document in case it does not save properly. 
● You may also print the forms and mail hard copies, if you encounter a problem. 

 
 
You may email it directly to Mr. John Anastasio at anastasiojo@watertownps.org if you attend Swift Middle                
school. Or Mrs. Mary Lou Kuegler at kueglerma@watertownps.org if you are applying from another school. 
 
Mailing address: 324 French Street, Watertown, CT 06795 Attn: MaryLou Kuegler  
 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

● Is this program similar to the cohort program the school had in the past? 

○ It has a similar goal, to challenge young learners and sharpen their skills in advance of taking AP 
and ECE courses. 

○ However, it is now a single credit elective interdisciplinary course, not tied to any specific 
department in the high school. 

● Is this program the only opportunity to take honors and AP classes or can those classes be taken 
independently of being a part of this program? 

○ Any student, regardless of of being part of READY, can take AP and honors classes if they meet 
the prerequisites and have teacher recommendations. 

● Are students in this program together for all their classes or are they mixed in with other 
students? 

○ No, READY is only 1 elective class. The rest of a student’s schedule depends on the courses 
they are enrolled in. 

● My student mentioned that this program affects the electives they can take? How does it affect 
them and band? 

○ READY is an elective class. Most students have room in their grade 9 schedule for 2 electives 
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○ The only limit may be if READY is scheduled at the same time as another desired elective. 

● Where can the application be found (I didn't see it on Swift or WHS page)? 

○ Eligible students and their parent/guardian will have the forms emailed to them. If for some 
reason you did not receive the form, please email Mr. John Anastasio at 
anastasiojo@watertownps.org 

● If the program is too much, can students easily switch out of it?  

○ Leaving the course would follow the same protocols and deadlines as other courses at the high 
school. 

● What does “AP” and “ECE”mean? 

○ AP stands for Advanced Placement which is a designation that the coursework is presented at a 
college level.  AP exams are given across the nation in May and students who score well on the 
exams may receive college credit depending on the policy of the university that they attend. 

○ ECE stands for Early College Experience in which students are enrolled in a college credit 
granting program which is taught in the high school. 

● What is the timeline for finding out if a student has been accepted in the READY program? 

○ Applications must be returned to the High School by the deadline in January. 

○ Students generally receive notification letters during the end of February (All dates are pending 
school closing delays) 

● What criteria are used to determine acceptance?  

○ Student essays are given a point value based on the quality of the response and writing style. 

○ Teacher recommendations provide insight into the student as a learner. 

○ Academic history is reviewed. 

○ An interview may be required.   

● When are students able to apply for the READY course? 

○ Students have the opportunity to apply beginning in 8th grade for semester 1 freshman year of 
high school 

● Who should I contact if I have additional questions? 

○ Please email Mrs. MaryLou Kuegler at kueglerma@watertownps.org  
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