
  

 

        December  2020  

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
As I reflect on our changing landscape and the holiday season, I am reminded about the weather swings 
that December can bring in Nebraska.  Two days ago I was enjoying a great day with temperatures that 
approached 70 degrees.  Today I was thinking about calling an early release because of road 
conditions.  A concerned student came to me to talk about the defroster in her car not working and 
asked if she would get home safely.  
 
As a father, I constantly worry about the safety of children on the roads during Nebraska winters.  This 
concern applies to them as drivers, bus students or passengers who ride with their parents or siblings.  I 
feel that it is important to remind parents that Nebraska winter driving needs to be reinforced to our 
children.  
 
It is important that the cars that our students drive are in proper mechanical condition, have over a half 
tank of gas, scrape their windows and are adequately stocked with warm clothing.  Students also need 
to be reminded that one of the most important winter driving techniques is to slow down!  Also remind 
your children of the importance of wearing a seat belt.  
 
I would also remind you to inform the main office if you feel that it is not safe for your child to come to 
school because of weather conditions.  I will do my best to give you as much notice as I  can when we 
have a schedule change because of the weather. If possible I will make schedule changes by 10:00 the 
night before a weather event.  If not, the change will be announced before 6:30 AM the morning of.  For 
early releases, I will give at least an hour’s notice.  
 
Our schedule changes are always announced through Thrillshare and posted to the various news media 
outlets in the area such as 10/11 News, KLKN Channel 8, WOWT Channel 6 and My Central Nebraska.  
 
As we wrap up the semester, it is my sincere hope that you and your family have a great Christmas 
break and thank you for your support of our school and this community.  It is truly a great place to be.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Doug Kluth, Superintendent 
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December Newsletter 
 
Cody Bobolz 
Secondary Principal 
 
ICU Update 
Well, we have just about completed our first semester of ICU, and we are off to a great start! Our goal from day 
one was to get 100% of assignments completed and making sure only high-quality assignments are turned in. Our 
focus is on learning 
and making sure our 
students learn the 
standards. With a few 
days left in the 
semester, we are at 
nearly 2,000 
assignments 
completed and 98% of 
assignments turned 
in. We are building 
each students’ army 
and it has been great 
to see how every 
person in the building 
is supporting the 
student's learning. ICU has also allowed us to focus on building relationships, which was one of the main goals 
with our advisory period. Throughout the semester our advisories have participated in a number of team building 
activities. Students and teachers are referring to their advisory as a “family.” We have had two Blitz Days, which 
allows students who are not on the list the ability to participate in various activities while providing extra time and 
extra help for those students who are on the list for missing assignments. We would also like to thank all the 
parents for their support and for continuing to be a big part of your child's army. We are stronger together. We are 
excited to see how this culture continues to grow. 
 
November Students of the Month 

 
 
 
Back Row (left to right): 
Alex Larmon (9th), 
Angel Barnes (10th),  
Jese Gutierrez (12th), 
James Prokupek (11th) 
 
Front Row (left to right): 
Logan Pospisil (6th), 
Hunter Barnes (8th), 
Loralie Logan (7th) 
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November Staff of the Month 

 
Integrity- Michelle Gray 
Innovation- Aundrea Morner 
Accountability- Steve Stewart 
Service- Laura Hoeft 
 
 
We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing holiday break. All things considered, it has been a very successful first 
semester. We have certainly had our challenges, but we have persevered, and we will have stayed in school for 
18 weeks. I am not sure many would have predicted that at the start of the year. Over the break, continue to 
practice social distancing, good hygiene, and mask up. We are looking forward to a great second semester. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
Roll ‘Skies 
 
 

 
 

LUNCH ACCOUNT 
If a child has a lunch balance, they will not be sold 
seconds.  Please stay current on your lunch account. 
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Greetings to all S-RC Elementary Families; 

Welcome to December! The bustling holiday season is upon us, even though it looks a little different this                  
year due to Covid-19. We are hoping to keep the students on task and in school as much as possible                    
for the next very few days of the semester. The minds of young children tend to wander to all that the                     
holiday season has to offer and we got a jump on the snow this year, too, which might also be a                     
distraction. 

November was a quick and busy month for the staff and students at S-RC. I hope that you have had the                     
opportunity (since P-T Conferences) to talk via phone or email with your child’s teacher and have a                 
good idea of how your child is doing with their school progress. Second Quarter grades are due on                  
January 13, 2021 and report cards will be issued soon afterward.  

The cold weather is here and snow is, too. Please be sure that your children come to school prepared                   
to go outside for their recess. Students WILL be going outside as often as possible. Students will not be                   
allowed to stay indoors because they are not properly dressed, so please have coats, hats, mittens, ski                 
pants and boots ready!! Also, please let us know if your child is missing an item of clothing. The                   
inventory in Lost and Found is growing!! 

Another piece to the winter arrival is the chance for snow days. As much as the kids (and maybe a few                     
teachers) pray for them, Mother Nature is the one in control. If the forecast calls for bad weather, please                   
be sure to tune in to local radio or television stations, shared by Mr. Kluth, in the morning so that you will                      
be aware of any delays, early closings or cancellations that may be made. Notices are issued as early                  
as possible by the Superintendent. The district’s School Messenger phone system will be used to send a                 
phone message. This is one of the trickiest decisions that our Superintendent has to make. It is difficult                  
to make the call that is the safest for our students and staff while trying not to cancel school                   
unnecessarily.  Please know that it is made with safety of our students and staff as the primary concern. 

Speaking of safety, we continue to follow the directions of our District Health Department and the DHM’s                 
issued. This includes wearing masks and keeping socially distanced. I would like to suggest keeping a                
spare mask in your child’s bookbag. We have had the occasional elastic break, masks get wet or dirty,                  
and masks disappear during the day. A second mask provided by you would help keep our current                 
supply healthy. 

Please remember to send in a note, or at the very least, call the office if your child is going to be                      
dismissed early or in a different manner than usual so that teachers, bus drivers, and office personnel                 
can plan accordingly. The earlier this information is shared, the better. Calls received late in the day                 
may not get delivered to the classroom teacher before dismissal time. 

Give the gift of your time this holiday season. Parents can continue to be an active participant and help                   
with their child’s education by maintaining a good routine of checking homework and folders daily and                
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keeping track of assignments that are due. A strong education is one where the student, teacher and                 
parent all work toward the common goal of educating our children! Continuing to read books and                
practice math facts over Winter Break will help prevent a holiday slide and keep students on track! 

Parents & Guardians, please do not drop children off at school earlier than 7:45. There is not any staff                   
on hand to supervise students before this time. 

Not to be a Grinch, but please remember that children should not be bringing any toys, electronics and                  
stuffed animals into school. They often create an unnecessary distraction and are the source of               
arguments or tears when they are lost. Some of the younger grades have show and share time, so that                   
is the only exception.  Thanks for your help with this. 

With the winter weather, comes the cold and flu season as well. Please be sure to remind your little                   
ones to practice careful hand washing and to not share water bottles, etc. If your child is sick with a                    
fever, please have them stay home until they are symptom free for 24 hours. We want to try hard to                    
keep illness to a minimum! (Due to Covid-19 this has been something that has been practiced all year,                  
but a reminder is always a good thing.) 

The Winter Programs will be videotaped and shared out.  Please watch for that information to be 
advertised on Thrillshare. 

I hope that each and every family has a wonderful holiday season shared with family and friends. 

Mrs. Glock, Elementary Principal 

 

 

 

5th Grade Parents Please Note: 

 
The Kindergarten through 5th Grade elementary students will be recording their Winter 

Concert music on the afternoon of Monday, December 21.  They will be wearing their 

masks for the recording. 

  

Because it will be part of the regular school day, and because they will still be having 

recess, PE, and lunch that day, the students are not required to dress up. 

  

If you would like to send them to school in a “nicer” outfit, or maybe in a colorful shirt, 

that would be fine – but whatever they wear to school that day is absolutely okay! 
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If a child has a lunch balance, they 
will not be sold seconds.  Please 
stay current on your lunch account. 
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Notes from Nienhueser 
 
 Students are finishing up learning about the calming down steps (stop, name your feeling, calm 
down). We have practiced belly breathing, using positive self-talk, and counting. Students have also 
talked about listening to music, taking a nap, journaling, exercising, and other ways to relax and calm 
down when they have strong feelings. Sometimes just talking to an adult about what you are feeling can 
help reduce the anxiety. Students learned that all feelings are ok; some are just comfortable while others 
are uncomfortable. 

 When we come back from break, we will start learning about the problem-solving steps. This is a 
review for many students before we get into our bullying units. 

 I hope you all have a great, relaxing, safe, and healthy break! Enjoy the time with your family if 
you are able to be together!  

~ Mrs. Nienhueser 

PBiS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) Update 
Submitted by Kate Nienhueser 

 

 The PBiS team would like to thank the Shelby-Rising City Booster Club and Vrbka Ag Solutions 
for their donations to purchase Cubby’s gift cards to give to students that were recognized for going 
above and beyond during our paw drawings! Thank you for your support! 

 Students have done a great job during November of meeting expectations. There were 43 
recorded tardy incidents reported in our 17 days of November as opposed to the 101 during October (21 
days). There were also only 176 recorded behaviors during November as opposed to the 321 recorded 
during October. There were over 100 paws given out to students during November. The pandemic has 
been very trying for students and staff alike. When students are focused and respectful, we can get the 
best learning opportunity and environment for all! 
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KINDERGARTEN 

 
In Kindergarten we started out the month of November being thankful and sharing our family ties.  We 
are thankful for family traditions and our country.  We’ve continued to learn letter names and their 
sounds in Reading.  We are becoming more independent readers!  In Math, we’ve completed our unit 
on 3D and 2D shapes.  In science, we have been learning and exploring forces and motion.  We will 
wrap up the year 2020 with Christmas around the world activities and zoom with Santa. 
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Second Grade 

 Second graders have been immersed in a variety of learning this month.  In reading, we began December 
by exploring magnetism and investigating how forces affect things on earth.  Once that unit was completed, we 
switched gears to a whole class literature study of Horrible Harry and the Holidaze.  Students are learning about 
many different holidays that are celebrated around the world like Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Three King’s Day, and 
Korean New Year.  We read about the holiday in our books, then do our own research to write informational 
paragraphs sharing what we have learned.  This is a fun “break” from our usual reading routine and gets us in the 
mood for the holiday season! 

 Two-digit addition is still the focus for second graders in math this month.  We are fine-tuning our addition 
skills before moving on to subtraction when we come back from break. 

 Water erosion is the topic of our current science unit.  Some of the experiments we have completed 
include: making cornmeal canyons to explore how water changes land, making a paper river and exploring how 
water erodes away rocks floating downstream, and finally brainstorming ways we could stop a landslide from 
happening. 

 We want to wish all our families and friends a happy and healthy holiday season! 

  

Social Studies has moved into the history of our area. We have been comparing and contrasting life from long ago 
to how we live today. Students were given pictures of items and had to decide if the object was used in the past or 
present. 
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Reading Horrible Harry and the Holidaze 

  

Thank you Butler County Health Care Center for the great Huskies masks. Students love 
the designs and continue to wear them daily! 
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        ELEMENTARY MUSIC 

 

Our elementary students continue to learn how to understand what they see in music.  They’re 
getting better and better at using music vocabulary to express themselves when they talk about 
music. 

The students enjoyed learning some Thanksgiving songs before our five-day holiday weekend. 
Now we’re having fun working on the music for our upcoming Winter Concert recordings! 

Although we’re disappointed that we won’t be able to perform in front of a live audience, we’re 
happy that we still get to share some seasonal music with family and friends through our online 
platforms! 

Kindergarten continues to learn more about beat and rhythm.  They sang songs about counting 
and songs about the days of the week.  They’re learning more about pitch and the ways we use our 
voices. 

First Grade learned more about rhythm and call-and-response songs.  They also got to listen to 
some Native American music and heard an interview of a Native American teacher. 

Second Grade is learning more about rhythm, pitch and how to read pitches on the staff.  They 
learned a song in duple meter and a song in triple meter and learned how to read so, mi and la on 
the staff. 

Third Grade continues to learn more about rhythm and pitch.  They learned a Native American 
lullaby and a boat song from Nigeria. 

Fourth Grade has been learning more about form, rhythm, and how to read the information on 
the staff.  They’re learning how to extend notes beyond the staff using ledger lines.  They also 
reviewed a couple of familiar songs, then learned countermelodies that could sing with those 
songs. 

Fifth Grade continues to learn more about rhythm, dotted notes and syncopation.  They’re 
learning how to read ties and slurs in music.  They learned to sing a Jewish folk song in Hebrew 
and learned a traditional dance that goes with the song.  They also learned a traditional South 
African song while doing some additional rhythmic work. 
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3rd-5th Grade Science 

In science, 5th grade has been learning about space and looking at stars. T             
includes students planning a space mission to a new planet by using informa            
learned about our own solar system. 4th grade is looking into sound and using mod              
like slinkies to better understand sound waves. They will use this knowledge to be             
understand how dolphins communicate with each other underwater. 3rd grade         
learning about selection and animals. This includes learning about how hum          
created different dog breeds and looking into natural selection for animal survival. 
 

 

3rd-5th Grade Math 
3rd Grade: The third graders have started learning multiplication facts and have            
been practicing them everyday! They are working so hard! 4th Grade: The fourth             
graders have been working hard on two digit by two digit multiplication and have              
started to learn basic division facts as we prepare to learn long division. 5th Grade:               
Fifth graders are well into their decimal unit. We have learned how to add, subtract,               
multiply and divide decimals.  

 

4th and 5th Reading & Language Arts 

4th Grade Reading: The fourth graders have been learning how to identify the             
theme of a story. They have been reading about how animal adaptations help             
them survive. 5th Grade Reading: The fifth graders have been learning about            
what it takes to put a plan into action. They have also been learning how to identify                 
the theme of a story. 4th & 5th Language Arts: The fourth and fifth graders have                
been studying verbs in language arts. 
 

 

3rd-5th Grade Social Studies 

In Social Studies the 5th graders have been spending their time looking at how and               
why people from Spain, France, Netherland and England were coming to the New             
World to live permanently in colonies. The Native Americans that lived in Nebraska             
have been the topic of conversation in 4th grade. They have looked at the nomadic               
and farming tribes and their lifestyles. The 3rd grade have been working on map              
skills and how natural resources affect where communities are located. 
 

3rd Reading & Language Arts 

In reading, the students are working on how to read poems and the different kinds               
of poems there are. They are working hard on focusing on the main idea and key                
details from the stories. In language arts, students are learning what verbs are.             
They are also learning how to make sure that the verb and the noun match.  
 
 



Shout out to the community members in Rising City and Shelby that helped S-RC 
Student Council students put up Christmas lights in both towns and decorate the 
new community tree in Shelby. Patrons were able to put ornaments on the tree in 
memory of loved ones. The tree lighting kicked off with Christmas Carols and then 
the new tree was lit. The students and community members helped light up the 
towns. Happy Holidays from Student Council :) 
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From The Office Gals 
 

Don’t forget to empty your voicemail so when the school 
messenger is activated or your child is sick and we are trying to 
reach you, we can leave a message for you to access. 
 

 

 

 

 

LUNCH ACCOUNT 

If a child has a lunch balance, they will not be sold 
seconds.  Please stay current on your lunch account. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Healthy Snack Choices 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/tools-schools-focusing-smart-snacks 
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S-RC School Calendar:  CLICK HERE 
 

The Fitness Center is open 
from Noon to 10 PM, Mon - Fri. 

 Just as a reminder:  
If classes or athletic teams are 

using equipment,  
they have priority.  

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In compliance with the Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972:  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended by the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1978; 
 
It is the intent of Shelby-Rising City Public Schools to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in making 
certain discrimination does not exist in its policies, regulations and operations. 
 
The Shelby-Rising City Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, marital status, disability, or age in admission or access to, or treatment of employment, in its programs 
and activities.  Turner Trofholz, Title IX Coordinator, has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
complaints, grievance procedures or the application of these policies of nondiscrimination. 
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