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8-14-2020 

Community High School District 117 families, 

This represents the seventh communication regarding the District’s plan for returning to school on Monday! 

The annual phenomenon of students going back to school is typically filled with positive energy, excitement 

and anticipation.  This year’s return, while different, should still be positive and regarded as a unique 

opportunity to grow and develop through a combination of traditional and nontraditional experiences. While we 

all hope to return to the rich school traditions of the past, I encourage everyone to make the most of this 

temporary adjustment to teaching and learning.    

I understand that we all continue to be challenged on several fronts, which can be frustrating.  There have been 

numerous adjustments and improvements made to make this year notably different from last spring.   I am 

hopeful that families and students appreciate the later start time and additional teacher support time.  This year, 

first period begins on hour later (8:30am), students should be better prepared to engage in learning.  In our 

effort to provide the very best student experience given the extraordinary circumstances, the following are some 

of the differences students and parents will notice: 

Safety: 

 Class sizes have been reduced significantly to account for social distancing requirements. 

 Parents are required to certify DAILY that their students are COVID-19 symptom free using the r-

school app.  More information to follow. 

 Students will have their temperature checked as they enter the school. 

 All classrooms and many common areas have hand sanitizer dispensers. 

 Student desks will be sanitized between each class period. 

 Building ventilation and filters have been adjusted. 

 Hallways will have specific flow patterns to account for social distancing requirements.   

 Anticipate possible intermittent school closures and the need for full remote learning. 

 Team effort, we are better when we work together.  Comply with the three W’s: 

o Wear your mask 

o Watch your distance to others – 6 Ft. 

o Wash your hands often 

 Quarantine measures may be required if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19.  

 Anyone that has any COVID-19 symptoms (cough, fatigue, fever or chills, headache, temperature of 

100.4 or higher, nausea or vomiting, loss of taste or smell, shortness of breath, sore throat, muscle or 

body aches congestion or runny nose or diarrhea) should stay home and contact the school. 
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Education: 

 There will be a minimum of five hours of daily instruction (mixture of synchronous and asynchronous). 

 Attendance will be taken during each class period/meeting. 

 Regular grading and assessments will be in effect. Grades will be issued and parents can log in to 

Infinite Campus to view grades.  

 There will be a daily schedule that students will be expected to follow, and teachers will communicate 

updates to the schedule (synchronous and asynchronous) when necessary. 

 Schools will teach to state standards applicable to each course. 

 Standardized testing will occur in the fall, and the State of Illinois has indicated that State Assessments 

will occur online this year. 

 Arts, athletics, and activities will run after school.  Specific schedules and requirements will be 

communicated to parents and students. 

Support: 

 Flexibility, patience and teamwork will be necessary. 

 There will be dedicated time to help all students learn to manage their time, technology, and all 

resources available to them. 

 Social Emotional Learning (SEL) will be incorporated into the student experiences in ways that make 

sense for the teachers and the needs of students. 

 Teacher office hours everyday from 2:25 – 3:30.  Fridays – Student support time. 

 Questions and concerns – First point of contact is the Teacher, second point of contact is the Department 

Chair, third point of contact is the Assistant Principal, and then the Principal. 

 

This year will represent many firsts for all of us even our most experienced staff.   Quoting one of our veteran 

teacher leaders, while this machine has not been oiled yet we have a solid plan.  Should you have any questions, 

please reach out to your building administration.  We ask for your continued patience and flexibility as we 

move forward.  

On behalf of our talented teaching team, administration and Board of Education, we look forward to returning 

to learning and seeing students on Monday!   

Sincerely,   

Dr. Jim McKay  

Superintendent 


