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Community High School District 117 Families, 

I want to thank those of you that participated in the family survey, which was sent to you on Wednesday, 

August 26.  Your voice is an important part of the District’s ongoing process regarding returning to in-person 

learning. Consistent with the District’s plan, an analysis of the transition criteria will occur after the start of 

school in remote learning. These criteria will be considered before moving to Phase 2 of the blended learning 

model.  The goal of the first couple of weeks of school was to help develop student-teacher relationships, 

routines and allow teachers an opportunity to become more familiar and comfortable with the new interactive 

remote teaching model and the increased safety protocols within the buildings. 

 

Phased approach for returning to in-person learning 

 

As previously communicated, the following transition criteria will determine whether classes remain in remote 

learning or progress to more blended learning:   

o Public health information sites the District will use: 

 http://www.lakecountyil.gov/c19schools 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics 

 https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics 

o Lake County New cases per 100,000 people  Target - 50 per 100,000 people 

o Test Positivity     Target -  Less than or equal to 8% 

o Ability to sustain continuity of instruction 

 Staff capacity 

 Substitute teacher availability 

 Logistical capacity 

o Staff and Family input 

o Clarity and consistency from state agencies 

o Possible new, evolving indicators 

 Success/challenges from other area schools 

Phase 1

Remote learning

Up to 150 students

August 17 - Sept. 4th

Phase 2 

Blended learning

Grp. A,B,C - Up to 300 
Students

Phase 3

Blended Learning

Grp. A, B,C - Up to 450 
Students

http://www.lakecountyil.gov/c19schools
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics
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Family Survey Results – June 2020: 

 

 
Famly Survey Results – August 2020:
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The District has worked very closely with the Return to School Taskforce, which includes a broad 

representation of stakeholders and has taken its role and responsibility very seriously.  Given full consideration 

of the criteria to return, the District will transition to Phase 2 beginning Tuesday, September 8; therefore, the 

first cohort of students that will return to in-person instruction is Group A.   

 

Group A1 will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 8, Group A2 will return on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 9-10.  

Friday, Sept. 11 is scheduled for individual student assistance and interventions.  The following week of Sept. 

14, Group B will be welcomed to in-person instruction and so on.  The District will follow the A/B/C weekly 

rotation until further notice. The in-person student experience will be different from pre-Covid-19 times, please 

be patient as the teaching staff adjusts to this new method of teaching and learning. 

 

We know the COVID-19 virus continues to be a part of our communities. Through the District’s numerous 

safety features, policies and practices, we are managing its spread and impact on our schools and community.  

The District will continue to adjust to the ever-changing State guidance and is working diligently to provide the 

very best school experience for your student/s while maintaining a safe work environment for our valuable staff.  

 

The individual and collective behavior of our communities regarding complying with actions that mitigate the 

spread of this disease will only help us return more fully to school.  Disregarding public health measures such as 

(3 W’s) wearing of masks, washing of hands and watch your distance will only delay our efforts to return fully 

to school.  Your cooperation is needed and appreciated. 

 

It is very important to note that while the District does have a thorough blended remote learning plan, we 

are also preparing for the possibility of full remote learning given the very fluid nature of the COVID – 

19 pandemic. 
 

Should you have any questions, please reach out to your building administration.  We ask for your continued 

patience and flexibility as we move forward.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Jim McKay 

Superintendent 

 


