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9-25-2020 
Community High School District 117 Families, 
 
This past week marks the District’s first full rotation of Phase 2 Blended Remote Learning Plan.  The three-week rotation had the 
gamut of challenges, frustrations, and achievements. We anticipate a similar range of experiences as we enter a second round of the 
rotation schedule. Teachers and staff continue to learn this new approach to teaching and learning and will skillfully make 
instructional adjustments as we all evolve in this challenging process. The District will remain in Phase 2 in an effort to mitigate the 
spread of both COVID-19 and flu virus. I understand that everyone wants to return to a more “normal” time but there are negative 
consequences to bringing more students back to school at a time that public health data shows increasing numbers of COVID-19 and 
now the added challenge of flu season. The District will continue to work with IDPH and Lake County Department of Health to help 
determine the next transition to Phase 3. 
 
In an effort to continuously improve policies and practices, the District is seeking your input on 
the following Thought Exchange: 
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/814372897 
 
Similarly, we plan to send a parallel survey to our students as well. 
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/713289558 
 
Note from our Nurses - We hope your student is healthy and engaged in school this semester. Please remember students need to stay 
home if they are not feeling well. If you answer yes to any of the screening questions on R-School you MUST keep your student 
home. If your student is showing signs of possible COVID-19, please request a PCR test, not the rapid antigen test because they are 
not consistently accurate. While the PCR test may take a couple more days for results, the IDPH and Lake County Health Department 
do not recommend the rapid test as there have been false negatives which can make matters worse. After any PCR test, no matter the 
reason for being tested, please keep your student home until results are received. If your student tests positive or if your student is 
identified as a close contact (interaction within 6 ft. and for 15 or more minutes), the health department will contact you for further 
guidance. Please QUARANTINE until the health department provides a written release for them to return to school. We respect your 
student’s privacy and will only share personal health information in compliance with the Communicable Disease Code. We want to do 
everything we can to help keep our students, staff, and schools safe. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Lisa McKavis at ACHS (847)395-9176 or 
Michele Miller at LCHS (847)838-7117. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Jim McKay 
Superintendent 
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Community High School District 117, being a community of learners with a vision of excellence, is 
committed to providing an educational experience that encourages all learners to develop to their fullest 

potential, to engage in lifelong learning, and to be responsible members of society 
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