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10-30-2020 

Community High School District 117 Families, 

The Lake County Health Department continues to report 'substantial' community transmission of COVID-19.             
To protect students, staff, and their families and slow the spread of COVID-19 in the community, the Health                  
Department last week (10/20/20) recommended that public and private K-12 schools in Lake County transition               
to virtual learning. According to the latest the Lake County Health Department update dated 10/28/20,               
additional community (Region 9- Lake & McHenry Counties) mitigating measures will be imposed this              
weekend. 

“We have been seeing ‘substantial’ community transmission of COVID-19 in Lake County for 7 consecutive               
days, with rates of new cases that we haven’t seen since the spring,” said Mark Pfister, Executive Director at the                    
Lake County Health Department. “We continue to work closely with our school superintendents to equip them                
with data and tools to make informed decisions.” 

Under the Northern Illinois Return to School Metrics plan used in Lake County, school learning model                
recommendations are based on the 7 day rolling average daily incidence rate as follows: 

● Substantial community transmission 
14 or more cases per 100,000 residents = Virtual learning model 

● Moderate community transmission 
7 - 14 cases per 100,000 residents = Blended /Hybrid learning model 

● Minimal community transmission 
7 cases per 100,000 residents = In-person learning model 

The Health Department’s recommendation will return to Blended / Hybrid learning once the county              
returns to the ‘moderate’ level for 7 consecutive days. Under its plan, the Health Department is also                 
monitoring COVID-19 testing turnaround time, which has been relatively stable since the summer. I              
previously communicated (10-20-20) the earliest possible return to in-person learning is Monday,            
November 9th. Given the continued elevated incidence rates, we may be in virtual learning for a longer                 
period. We will continue to monitor the public health data; please anticipate a District communication               
on November 3 indicating whether an in-person return to school is possible on Monday, November 9. 

 

Ignite Passion and Discovery in Every Student 
Serving the communities of Antioch, Lake Villa, Lindenhurst and Old Mill Creek 

Community High School District 117, being a community of learners with a vision of excellence, is 
committed to providing an educational experience that encourages all learners to develop to their fullest 

potential, to engage in lifelong learning, and to be responsible members of society 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILLAKE/bulletins/2a83e19
https://covid19response-lakecountyil.hub.arcgis.com/pages/schools-dashboard


 

1625 Deep Lake Road  *  Lake Villa, Illinois 60046  *  Fax 847-395-7553  *  www.chsd117.org 

 

“This is not a recommendation we take lightly,” said Pfister. “Schools are being asked to utilize virtual learning                  
not because schools are the main driver of our new infections, but because the levels of community transmission                  
warrant extra measures to keep our students, staff, and their families safe. Schools alone cannot bear this                 
burden—we must all take personal responsibility to keep this virus from spreading in any way that we can.” 

The Lake County Schools Decision Dashboard is updated daily Mondays through Fridays at             
www.lakecountyil.gov/c19schools, and includes charts for the 7 day rolling average daily incidence rate,             
COVID-19 testing turnaround time, and zip-code level incidence and testing positivity data. 

All residents are urged to continue to follow the 3 Ws to slow the spread of COVID-19: 

● Wear a mask 
● Wash your hands 
● Watch your distance 

As always, if you have any questions or feedback, please reach out to your building administration. We                 
appreciate your continued understanding and patience as we work toward in-person learning. 

  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jim McKay 

Superintendent 
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