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December 14th, 2020 
 
Dear Holyoke Student, Parent/Guardian, and Community Member, 
 
The Holyoke School District has been striving to maintain and improve its facilities for safety concerns 
over the years for students, parents, and the Holyoke community.  Last February the school district 
submitted a Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST) Grant and it was awarded to the district in early 
June.  This combined with the community successfully passing the 5A Bond, the district has started 
moving forward with $4.7 million in renovations specifically focusing on ADA compliance concerns 
and safety concerns at the Holyoke Jr/Sr High School.  While this is a great opportunity for our 
students, staff, and community, it still doesn't address the safety concerns that our current large gym 
floor and bleachers in our large gym have.  Since the BEST Grant will not fund these types of 
renovations and out of caution to the safety concerns for our student athletes, visiting teams, and 
both home and visiting fans, the Holyoke School District had been considering replacing the large 
gym bleachers and refurbishing the large gym wood floor for the past few years.  This fall when 
Colorado High School Sports Association (CHSAA) announced that they were not sanctioning and 
supporting any high school fall sporting events, the Holyoke School District made a decision to start a 
gym renovation project.  This project's completion date was estimated to be completed by January 
8th causing minor sports practice conflicts with CHSAA’s Season B schedule that was supposed to 
start on January 4th.  However, due to the COVID Pandemic there have been delays with the timeline 
and overall completion of the project, therefore causing additional conflicts with CHSAA’s Season B 
sports season.  The district worked with the installation company of the bleachers as well as the gym 
floor refurbishing contractor to make adjustments and create a new timeline and started working on 
solutions to address the new conflicts with practice schedules and home sporting events.  While our 
athletic director and administration were confident that they could find solutions to the new conflicts, 
last week CHSAA announced the postponement of Season B until the end of January with a 
determination being made around January 18th if there will be any Season B sports season at all. 

http://www.hcosd.org/


With this announcement, the district wanted to let all students, parents, and community members 
know that they will continue to work with the bleacher installation contractor, the gym floor 
refurbishment contractor, and CHSAA regarding scheduling home events during Season B. 
However, the district also wanted to inform everyone that there may be a possibility that our district 
may not be able to hold home sporting events in the large gym until the middle of March, 2021.  While 
the district understands that this is not ideal for our coaches, our student athletes, their parents, and 
the Holyoke community, we do feel that addressing the safety concerns of the large gym floor and the 
bleachers in the large gym still need to be addressed for the long-term safety of our student, visiting 
teams, and fans.  
The district, our athletic director, coaches, and administration will strive to create a timeline and sport 
schedule if CHSAA moves forward with Season B to take place that allows us to use our other 
facilities when it can be done safely and when it meets CHSAA guidelines and requirements.  The 
district apologies for any inconvenience that this gym renovation project may cause but do believe 
that a safe environment for both student athletes and fans will be worth the time and effort put into 
completion of this project.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Holyoke School District Athletic 
Director and administration as they would be willing to listen and take them into consideration as 
another schedule is created if CHSAA starts Season B as currently planned on January 25, 2021. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mr. Baumgartner 
Holyoke Athletic Director 
baumgartnerjo@hcosd.org 
970-854-2284 ext. 153 
 
Mrs. Powell 
Holyoke Jr/Sr High School Principal 
powellan@hcosd.org 
970-854-2284 ext. 152 
 
Mr. Stumpf 
Holyoke School District Superintendent 
stumpfky@hcosd.org 
970-854-3634 
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