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To Our Catholic School Communities, 

Greetings and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ! 

What a consolation we have during this Season of Advent as we anticipate the Birth of Our Savior! 

We are writing to our school communities today as we are aware of the many sacrifices that our clergy, administrators, 
teachers, staffs, students and families have endured during the COV1D19 pandemic. The challenges and sufferings 
that many of you have shared with us, and our diocesan schools' office, have been ones that we have never faced in 
our lifetimes. 

Our schools have done remarkably well in providing and continuing the fine tradition of educating our children in the 
faith and in academics. We marvel at the heroic sacrifice of our principals and teachers as they have redesigned 
instructional models of delivery to accommodate every learning need, even on a moment's notice, in order to 
provide the best educational experience for our students and families. 

Our profound gratitude would not be complete if we did not extend that appreciation to our families who have 
continued to "stay the course" and adapt to the ever-changing pandemic landscape. The recent rise in COYID 19 
cases forced us to make decisions for the common good across the diocese. The recent decision to move to 
remote-only instruction was not one that was made lightly; it involved much study, discussion, and prayer. Our 
superintendent of schools has assured us that all of our 42 diocesan elementary and secondary schools are working 
diligently to provide first-rate formation and instruction with the cooperation and assistance of our school families. 

We will continue to study the positivity and exposure rates of the virus during the Christmas and New Year 
holidays. Please continue to implement safeguards, per our public health departments, which ask us to wear masks, 
social distance at gatherings, practice good hygiene via handwashing, and self-quarantine and isolate if 
symptoms of COVID19 present themselves within your family. These recommendations will make a difference and 
hopefully, get our students back in school so much sooner. The Office of Catholic Schools will be monitoring the 
situation and communicating with our pastors and principals for their input. Hopefully, with all of us attending 
to mitigation protocols over the holidays, a quicker return to in-person learning may be possible. 

Please remember that your bishops pray for you, and on this beautiful Memorial of St. John of the Cross, may his own 
words give you comfort and hope: "Cast your care upon God for you are His and He will not forget you." 

May the Blessing of Almighty God be with you now and forever. Amen . 
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