
 

Maranacook Community Middle School 

NEWSLETTER 
December 11, 2020 

Making the Best of Things! 

Here at MCMS, we have worked hard to keep the learning going smoothly! 
Above are a few photos of students actively engaged in learning. Following our 
social distancing and precautions, we are able to participate in 
“Covid-Precaution” Kickball, science experiments (including egg drops!), 
practice oral presentations, and so much more! This Friday, I wanted to give a 
big shout out to our students and staff who have been such exceptional scholars 
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and educators! 

Important Information About Face 
Coverings 
We have been seeing an increase in the number of students 
that are wearing gaiters instead of masks. Many gaiters are 
single ply and do not meet CDC standards for protection. 
Because we can't be sure if a gaiter has one layer or multiple 
layers, all students must wear a mask while in our building. 
Gaiters or face shields alone do not provide enough 
protection to keep your student and others safe. We have 
masks on hand for those that need them.   

Here is a great graphic to help explain how a mask should fit for maximum 
protection. Gaiters simply don't meet the criteria. 

CDC Update 
CDC Quarantine Change: On Friday, the Maine CDC changed it's guidance for quarantine 
after exposure to COVID-19. Our district will be following this guidance going forward. Any 
students or staff that were placed in quarantine prior to the date/time below will complete 
their current 14 day quarantine.  

● As of Friday, December 4th at 3:30 pm, all close contacts of a positive case of 
COVID-19 must quarantine for 10 days from the time of their last exposure. The 
quarantine was previously 14 days.  

● Individuals should continue to monitor for symptoms for an additional 4 days after 
they are released from quarantine.  

● If symptoms occur at any point, the individual should be tested for COVID-19. 
● The CDC continues to recommend a COVID-19 test between days 5 and 7 though a 

negative test will NOT change the duration of the 10 day quarantine.  

Positive test:  If your student or a member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, 
please, call or email our school nurse, Angela Palmer, as soon as possible. 685-3128 x1120 
or angela_palmer@maranacook.com Questions: Please don't hesitate to reach out to 
Angela Palmer, school nurse, with your questions or for guidance.  
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THANK YOU to all of our families! Your willingness to continue to fill out RUVNA 
everyday, keep your children home when they are not feeling well and follow the CDC 
guidelines is appreciated. Thank you for helping our school community stay safe and 
healthy!  
Oh What Fun! 
Our student government has a lot of fun festivities in 
store for us this December! Below is some information 
about our upcoming theme days and events!  

 

Winter Wonderland Spirit 
Week Dec 14 - 22, 2020 

 

Theme Days: 
Monday December 14 - Decade Day  - Pick a Decade to dress in!  
Tuesday December 15 - Twin Day  - Dress like someone else! 
Thursday December 17 - Formal Day/Dress up - Dress in your best!  
Friday December 18 - Holiday Day  - Dress up as any holiday! (Including Halloween, 
Valentine’s, Easter, 4th of July, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year’s)  
Monday December 21  - Ugly Sweater Day (with prizes! 
Tuesday December 22  - Tropical Day - Dress in tropical colors and clothes 
 

Winter Art Contest: 
Submit a photo of your Winter themed artwork to the Student Government to display and the 
whole school will vote on the best piece of art! (Must submit by Friday December 18th!)  
 

Snowman Building Contest:  
Submit a photo of your BEST snowman built THIS month to Student Government by December 
21st! 
 

Door Decorating Contest:  
We challenge EVERY advisee to decorate their advisee door (or one close by) with their group! 
Your door can be themed to Kindness, Winter or Holiday! Let’s make this place look amazing!! 
 
Along with the Door Decorating, please make paper snowflakes and put them up in the 
hallway from Thursday December 17 - Tuesday December 22 for a virtual blizzard!  
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Sponsored by Student Government

 

The 2020 MCMS Kindness Campaign 

The MCMS Student Government would like to encourage our MCMS community to do 
kind things for others. Let’s end 2020 by bringing each other up and being kind to those in 
our community.  
If a student is the recipient of the Kind Act 
or you see a Kind Act happen, we 
encourage them to fill out our SHOUT 
OUT form! 

Shout Outs will be displayed on the tv outside 
wellness and each person who receives a shout out 

will be put into a Weekly drawing for a prize of a 
Smiley Face Stress Ball. Our Kindness Campaign will 
end on Tuesday December 22nd with a grand prize 

winner of a $5 Fielder’s Choice Gift Card! 
Students and Staff are all invited to 
take part and Do Kind Acts!  

 
 
Take Time For Teachers on the MCS Campus 
Here’s YOUR chance to personally say THANK YOU in so many ways to the teachers that are 
working diligently to provide the best education and environment for students during these 
difficult times. If you’re willing to “TAKE TIME FOR TEACHERS” and acknowledge their hard 
work and show your gratitude! 

Here is the link to sign up! 
You may be a parent, a family member of a teacher, or just someone out of town who wants to say, 
“WE APPRECIATE YOU.” ANYONE can donate, and you can donate ANYTHING! Whether you 
donate time to make something or money to buy something, we are looking for all 
sorts of items! Some ideas may be: 

● handcrafted items (handmade ornaments or masks, cards, etc.) 
● snacks (bags of chips, granola bars, etc.) 
● water or drinks 
● candy  
● a letter of thanks (copies will be handed to every member)  
● small gift cards  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZIWYseQufHUSJJ9lQnOIqArIqWB9L8r32RgnD1G79BiUoFw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Anything you can think of to say THANK YOU is greatly appreciated! If you have an idea not on this 
list, please use the form to share that idea! This is a great time to say thank you for all that you do. 

Maranacook Middle School Holiday Clynk Bottle Drive 
Please consider helping raise funds for the middle school through the PTO 

sponsored  Holiday Bottle Drive.  We  have a Clynk account and  tagged bags are 
available year round inside the front entry of the school.  So far during this 

challenging school year we have put fundraising on the back burner but thought 
we would reach out for your help with a bottle drive during this season of giving. 

Participation is entirely optional.  If you would like to participate, have your 
student ask their advisor for a Clynk bag (or two) as often as needed and then 

simply fill the bag with your returnables and drop them at your nearest 
Hannaford.   If you need any Clynk bags, please let your child’s advisor know. 

With Thanks -The PTO 

 

Winter Sports are Coming Up!  
Our winter sports season is starting 12/14! If you have any questions, please reach out to the athletic 
director, Brant Remington, at: brant_remington@maranacook.com 

Practice Schedule for next two weeks: 
Nordic Skiing: 1:30-3:30pm on 12/14, 12/15, 12/17, 
12/18, 12/21, 12/22 
Boys Basketball:  12/14, 12/15 3:00-4:30pm 
                               12/17, 12/18 5:00-6:30pm 
                               12/21, 12/22 5:00-6:30pm 
Girls Basketball : 12/14, 12/15 5:00-6:30pm 
                               12/17, 12/18 3:00-4:30pm 
                               12/21, 12/22 3:00-4:30pm

 

Holiday Season Travels: Out of State 
Travel Expectations 

We follow the Maine policies for out of state travel. These can be found  HERE 

Maine has three options for visitors to or from other states: 1) getting a recent negative COVID-19 test 
(further defined below);  2) maintaining compliance with a10 day quarantine upon arrival in Maine; 3) 
being exempted from the testing or quarantine requirement if you are a resident of the following 
states: New Hampshire and  Vermont. This policy applies to Maine residents who travel to 
non-exempt states as well as non-exempt states’ residents who travel to Maine. It also applies for day 
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trips (e.g., a trip from Maine to Rhode Island for medical appointments or shopping). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
12/14-12/18: Winter Spirit Week 
Monday December 14 - Decade Day  - Pick 
a Decade to dress in!  
Tuesday December 15 - Twin Day  - Dress 
like someone else! 
Thursday December 17 - Formal 
Day/Dress up - Dress in your best!  
Friday December 18 - Holiday Day  - Dress 
up as any holiday! (Including Halloween, 
Valentine’s, Easter, 4th of July, Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year’s)  
Monday December 21  - Ugly Sweater Day 
(with prizes! 
Tuesday December 22  - Tropical Day - Dress 
in tropical colors and clothes 
now-12/22: MCMS Kindness 
Campaign 
12/21: Ugly Sweater Contest 
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Maranacook Education Foundation 
2020-21 Fall Grant Awards 

 
 
Jada Clark, school nurse at the elementary level who is collaborating with Deb Elwell and Kerry 
Welch, has been awarded a grant entitled, “Physical Play for Pre-K.”  Readfield Elementary 
School has a Pre-k program that serves Readfield and Wayne 4yr old students.  The 
playground equipment is not age appropriate for this group. They currently use the perimeter of 
the playground (lawn/gazebo) and have access to a sandbox and a few scooters/balance bikes.  
CDC guidelines state children should be provided with opportunities to participate in physical 
activities that are age appropriate, enjoyable, and that offer variety.  The benefits of physical 
activity are well documented and include: enhanced development of motor skills, enhanced 
bone and muscle development, increased cognitive and social skills, increased self confidence, 
reduction of anxiety, and improved mood and behaviors.  Grant money will be used to purchase 
a variety of age appropriate items to increase physical activities.   
 
Kelly Jewel, a teacher at Maranacook Community Middle School, was awarded a grant entitled, 
“Support our Community’s Social Emotional Learning (SEL).”  This year, due to the 
restrictions from COVID and the CDC, we are unable to run our School Store or to do traditional 
means of fundraising for Student Government sponsored activities. Student Government, 
therefore, is seeking the support of an MEF Grant to fund materials for community-building 
activities and prizes to increase our immediate community's SEL in these trying times.  
 
Kristin McLaren, french teacher at Maranacook Community High School, has been awarded a 
grant entitled, “Global Francophone Library for Free Voluntary Reading.” When asked about 
their goals for French learning this year, many students indicated that they want to read books 
in French. This project would support the purchase of a classroom library of diverse short books 
from across the francophone world, written for adolescent French learners. Students who 
choose their own books and identify with the characters report increased confidence in their 
language abilities and demonstrate increased engagement. A Global Francophone Library 
would provide access to a wide variety of comprehensible readers, promoting continued 
practice in the language and increased awareness of diverse francophone cultures, even when 
we can’t be in class together during off quarters and in the summer.   
 
Dr. Dwayne Conway, and Dr. Kristen Levesque, principals of the high school and middle 
school, have been awarded a grant entitled, “Equity Awareness Book Study.” The equity 
awareness book study is a collaboration with the middle and high school. It will allow for staff 
and students from both schools to participate in a structured book study to create greater 
awareness about equity in our community and beyond. The book study meetings will be 
facilitated through Zoom, promoting virtual discussion and activity, which is important during 
these times. Along with building awareness with equity issues, this book study will help to build 
and deepen relationships across the 6-12 Maranacook campus, for staff and students.  
 



Jean Roesner, teacher at the Maranacook Middle School, who is collaborating with her 
colleagues Dan Holman, Kelli Corrigan and Melissa Small, has been awarded a grant entitled, 
“Community Conversations about Racism & Equality.” With MEF grant funds they will 
purchase the book entitled Stamped: Racism, Anti Racism, and You, written by Jason Reynolds 
and Ibram Kendi, offers young people a glimpse into the history and current state of racism in 
America.  Our students and community are impacted by racism in subtle and not so subtle ways 
each and every day.  This book study offers students and community members the opportunity 
to collaboratively talk about this sensitive subject in a structured and meaningful way. 
 
Jeanette Jacobs, District Literacy Coach, who is collaborating with colleagues Katie Reed, 
Janet Delmar and Rachel Boucher, has been awarded a grant entitled, “Storywalk.” Storywalks 
are interactive reading experiences. Each walk is created from deconstructed books, where 
pages are laminated and set along a path or trail. As readers walk the path, they are able to 
read the story. Our walk will include activities associated with the text that readers can 
participate in before, during, and after reading. We’ll celebrate the storywalk with a grand 
opening community event. Our walk will begin with a Little Free Library, where each family will 
receive one picture book. After students have had an opportunity to enjoy the first storywalk, 
they will be encouraged to create their own. 
 
Sarah Tackett-Nelson, a special education teacher who is collaborating with her colleagues 
Kristen Davis, Rachelle Fitzsimmons, and Monica Smith, has been awarded a grant entitled, 
“Building Social Skills.”  All students can benefit from the explicit instruction of social skills. 
The when, where and how this instruction takes place can be different for each learner. With 
that said, acquiring social skills is fundamental to mental/social/and emotional health. By 
providing direct social skills instruction we can help individuals overcome the many challenges 
that accompany a lack of these skills. Educators have long recognized how critical social and 
behavioral skills are to success in a classroom environment. Some of the basic social skills 
needed for educational success are: cooperation, self-control, reciprocal conversation, social 
awareness, manners, and following basic social norms. The Building Social Skills Project will 
serve any student in Maranacook Area Schools that receive social skills by direct instruction or 
any student that is a part of Maranacook's specialized programs. 
 
Stephanie Connors, a 4th grade teacher in the district has been awarded a grant entitled, 
“PearDeck for Learning.” She will be working with the other 4th grade teachers in the district to 
purchase a PearDeck for Google slides add-on upgrade.  PearDeck is a creative, engaging tool 
that can be used to create interactive, flipped classroom lessons that support the RSU #38 
curriculum.  The goal of this project is to use the PearDeck Google slides add-on to create 
interactive slide decks for either in-person or remote instruction.  It is a useful tool for "flipping" 
classroom instruction.   
 
 
The Maranacook Education Foundation is pleased to announce that there will be 
a second round of grant applications this year that will be open in late February. 
Please stay tuned for announcements at that time. 
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