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“An Attitude of Humble Service”     Philippians 2:5-7 

 

Series: “Philippians”      

 

To be a Christian is to be in the process of becoming like Jesus—anyone who is not 
seeing progress in that transformation should carefully examine the reality of their faith 
profession (2 Corinthians 13:5).  One of the most practical measures is the adoption of 
the attitude Jesus demonstrated when he came to serve. 
 

I. A servant attitude is            , Philippians 2:5. 
 
II.  A servant attitude requires a willing         

     
               , Philippians 2:6. 

 
A.  Identity often determines                 . 
 
B.  Privilege does not have to                . 
 

III.  A servant attitude requires a willing               
 
                , Philippians 2:7. 

 
A.  There is a conscious             to forego rights. 
 
B.  There is acceptance of a           role. 

 
C.  There is acceptance of necessary               . 

 
 
The “one mind” believers are to have is the very mind of Christ, a way of thinking that 
leads to willing, sacrificial service in the pursuit of God’s purpose and will.  We all have 
rights or privilege that are yours by virtue of identity (position, power, citizenship, 
whatever).  Like Jesus, we are called to willingly release any of these necessary in 
order to fully embrace the role of a servant.  What opportunities are around you to serve 
after the manner of Jesus?  What might you have to give up to serve? 
  



One common reply when a child is asked to do something is, 
“do I have to?”  Talk about how a servant mindset means 
willingness to do things you don’t “have to do” as a way of 
serving others.  Have each family member think of something 
they might do for another family member that they don’t “have 

to do”, because it isn’t their job, role, or responsibility.  What opportunities do you have 
to serve together as a family? 
 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

1. “Have this mind…”  In his commitment to serve, Jesus was willing to release privilege 

and rights that were rightly his, by virtue of his identity.  How do you think the American 

mindset or concern with demanding rights might impact the mindset of servanthood?  

Can you think of certain rights you might willingly set aside in the interest of serving the 

purposes of God, or serving people as his representative?  Is this the “mind” of modern-

day American Christians? 

 

2.  Read Psalm 113:4-6 and compare that with Philippians 2:6-7.  Contemplate the 

position of the Lord Jesus Christ (you might also consider John 1:1-3), and his birth “in 

human likeness”.  What does the mindset that does not need to grasp on to position or 

power look like?  Where have you seen it demonstrated in circles of human interaction? 

 

3.  Romans 5:8 makes clear that this willing "emptying” was a demonstration of God’s 

love for us while we were still sinners.  How worthy, or we might even ask how sinless, 

does someone need to be for a person to take the place of a servant to them?  Do you 

evaluate your willingness to serve someone on the basis of their worthiness, to any 

degree?   

 

4.  What “mind” of Jesus is revealed in Matthew 16:21-23?  How and why is Peter’s 

“mind” different, as he rebukes Jesus?  How do you think Peter was influenced by 

thinking about the identity of Jesus, as was revealed to him (16:16)?  Where did Peter 

need to set his mind?  How does Jesus’ teaching that follows (16:24-25) parallel Paul’s 

statement in Philippians 2:5? 

 

NEXT WEEK:  Philippians 2:8, An Attitude of Humble Obedience 
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