
The Special Meeting of the Board of Education, White Salmon Valley School District, Klickitat and Skamania Counties, White 

Salmon, WA. was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Monday, November 23, 2020 via a ZOOM public meeting per the Governor’s 

proclamation 20-28 Open Public Meetings Act and Public Records Act. Present: Alan Reitz, Paul Mosbrucker, Laurie Stanton, 

William Gross, Andrea VanSickle, Superintendent Jerry Lewis, and guests. 

 

Dr. Lewis updated the board regarding the latest COVID-19 information according to his meeting with the local Health 

Department. With the current data, Dr. Lewis recommended that the current reopening plan and timelines for returning in a hybrid 

model be put on hold, and that it be reevaluated in January. Upon reevaluation after the holidays, and the case numbers holding at 

the recommended level for return, the recommendation is to return in the hybrid model previously planned. Dr. Lewis also 

recommended that small pods be able to continue meeting in the buildings, upon approval from the local Health Department.  

 

The board discussed the conversations that they have had with guardians and staff throughout the district, and the concerns that 

have been shared with them. There was discussion around continued pod instruction, how the groups are made up, how those 

pods could be extended to additional students outside the current populations, and concerns around operating small groups 

without approval from the Health Department. Transportation for students who need it to access the small group, in person 

instruction, was also discussed. The board spoke with administration for their input regarding these topics as well.  

 

The meeting was opened for audience comment. Comment was given by; Tennille Sauter, Heidi Dent, Alicia Beyer, Dan Smith, 

and Ruth Juris. The board responded to the audience comments. 

 

 

Action Items 

 

Andrea VanSickle motioned that the district continues with online instruction, incorporating, as much as possible, small pods, 

pending the approval of the health authorities. The case numbers will be continually monitored. Once the cases reach approved 

levels for return to in person instruction and maintain for a week, the board will reconvene to set a date for the hybrid transition. 

Seconded by William Gross. Carried. 

 

At 7:23 p.m. Chairman Reitz adjourned the meeting with a motion from Paul Mosbrucker. Seconded by Andrea VanSickle. 
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