Decorations
have overtaken the halls!
Winter wonderlands and
Christmas ideas are on many
doors throughout the school.
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Starting the season off strong
by Oliviyah Thornton
staff writer
Going into their first game of the
season, the Garretson Blue Dragons
girls basketball team came out victorious against their rivals, the Baltic Bulldogs. Playing on their rival’s court last
Friday, December 4, Garretson looked
to not only secure their first win of the
season but also give the head coach of
the varsity team, Matt Schrank, a nice
birthday present too.
Since a majority of the team from
last year was able to return this year,
Mr. Schrank was able to build off this
setup and devise a plan to defeat the
Bulldogs.
Coach Matt Schrank takes time to reset the Blue Dragon defense, hoping to stop a brief Baltic surge
Their main goals were to take care from three-point range. Garretson executed the adjustment and gain control of the game again.
of the ball, rebound, and execute efficiency in their press.
that scare me against a team that has a better presence
The game started rocky with many fouls, nerves, and inside.”
shots not falling in, but as the game progressed the GarA win is good to start the season, but Mr. Schrank beretson girls started to relax and get in their element. At lieves that the girls shouldn’t be satisfied and should stay
the end of the first quarter and beginning of the second, hungry for more wins and play a complete game. Mattea
their shots began to fall. They kept the momentum going Fiegen, a senior starter varsity post player, agrees with
and ended the game 68-40.
her coach.
They came out with a win but Mr. Schrank shares his
“In anything, you can always do better. There are althoughts and so do a few players.
ways more things we could perfect. But I think we played
“Although imperfect, I would say we were pleased well as a team and gave it our all. As long as that’s the
with part of those results. The first game is always work- case, there’s no reason to change anything. However,
ing on yourself.” Mr. Schrank then explains that just be- between you and me, I’d like to take back some of my
cause they won this one, they shouldn’t let this distract dumb fouls.”
them from playing other games in the future and how he
She ended the game with four fouls along with Molly
plans on attacking those.
Hulscher, a senior varsity player as well. Following be“As a coach, you always want to get a game on film to hind them is Lizzie Olson, another senior post starter,
start seeing your weaknesses and where you can im- and Logan Bly, a sophomore, with three fouls and then
prove. I’d say we were able to see some areas where we Jaelyn Benson, a Junior starting guard, with two.
need to change our positioning on defense or in our
Coming from a different perspective, a younger playpress.” He doesn’t stop there and proceeds to explain his er, sophomore Raegan Altman, gives her point of view
thoughts on offense based on the recent game.
about playing in the game and getting to play on varsity.
“Offensively, we made great decisions most of the
“It is a big step from JV to Varsity, so it’s different, but
night, but noticing the small details in how wide/spaced it’s a huge accomplishment that I have already had playout we should be. Being physical early and often in the ing time in the first game.”
post are just a couple that jumps off the screen.” He conIf given the chance to re-do the game and come up
tinues by talking about some mistakes he noticed on the with a different plan, she explains she probably wouldn’t
defensive side.
have changed anything.
“Defensively, we have to get better at keeping teams
“If I could redo the game I don’t know if I would have
out of the paint, and even though we only gave up 6 planned differently, my coach pretty much hinted that I
points in the paint, I saw some weaknesses from Friday was going to be playing a little bit in varsity, so I was kind
of ready, I just wasn't sure when the
time was going to be.”
This might be their first game but
Mr. Schrank is already thinking about
the future and how to plan for it.
“Game by game. Each team is different. We are going to have a ton of
games this year on the schedule that is
going to be tough. We can’t look past
one opponent to another one. Each
night is one opponent, we find their
weakness and exploit it, and we cut
down on our own mistakes to capitalize.”
The Garretson girls basketball team
begins their season 1-0 and will play
again tonight at 6:30 pm against TriValley and tomorrow at 2:00 pm
Logan Bly feeds Lizzie Olson in the post. The Blue Dragons’ aggressiveness and court awareness helped against Chester Area, both games at
lead them to a 28 point victory over the Baltic Bulldogs.
home.
JOKE: There is no L (noel)

BRAINTEASER: Three Wise Men

-
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This Week’s
Need to Know
FACT OF THE WEEK: The average
seven-foot Christmas tree needs
about 15 years to grow.
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:
Light a piece of uncooked spaghetti
and use it to light candles with a
deep wick instead of burning yourself.
JOKE OF THE WEEK: How is the
Christmas alphabet different than
the English alphabet?
- submitted by Caylix B

BRAINTEASER OF
THE WEEK: Solve
this rebus puzzle.
Answers to joke and brainteaser
are on the bottom.

Upcoming Events
Friday, December 11
- GBB v. Tri-Valley (4:00/6:15)
- BBB v. Tri0Valley (5:15/7:45)
Saturday, December 12
- JHGBB v. Chester (10:00)
- JHBBB v. Chester (11:00)
- GBB v. Chester (12:00/2:15)
- BBB v. Chester (12:00)
Monday, December 14
- UGLY Sweater Day
- JHGBB v. West Central (4:00)
Tuesday, December 15
- TINSEL Tuesday
- JHGBB @ Canton (4:00)
- JHBBB @ Canton (5:00)
- GBB @ Canton (5:00/6:15)
- BBB @ Canton (5:15/8:00)
Wednesday, December 16
- Holiday HEADWEAR
Thursday, December 17
- Holiday PJs
Friday, December 18
- GAUDY Holiday
- JHGBB @ Baltic (4:00/5:00)
- JHBBB @ Baltic (6:00/7:00)
Saturday, December 19
- GBB @ Entringer v. Madison
(1:00/2:15)

Worth Mentioning
HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS PARADE
is happening tomorrow, December 12.
There will be a parade at 6:30. Then take
in the lights at Split Rock Park afterward
and maybe catch a glimpse of Santa.

COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 7 Days
Next break is December 21
through December 3—winter break.
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A merry Christmas movie to all
The must-see movies for your holiday viewing pleasure
by Peyton Hove
staff writer
It’s that time of year again with red
and green everywhere, Christmas
music on repeat, and the beauty of
snow everywhere (besides SD). One
of the best parts of the Christmas season are the iconic Christmas movies.
There is a movie for everyone,
whether it’s the classics, comedies, or
non-traditional movies. GHS students
have been getting in the holiday spirit
with the discussions of their favorite
Christmas movies and the decorating
of teacher’s doors with movie inspiration.
Christmas is two weeks away, and what better way to
get into the spirit than to sit down and watch a Christmas movie. Most streaming services, local cable, and
nearby movie theaters showcase holiday movies.
While talking to some GHS students, they shared
their favorite Christmas movie. The most recommended
from each class is shown below.

Blue Ink
Birthday
Shout Outs
Happy birthday to the following Blue Dragons!

While almost everyone has their favorite holiday
movie and can watch it continuously (probably more
than they would like to say), here are a few different options streaming services offer:
Netflix
1. The Christmas Chronicles
2. Klaus
3. Holidate
Hulu
1. Abominable
2. How to Train Your Dragon: Snoggletog Log
3. The Man Who Invented Christmas
Amazon Prime
1. It’s a Wonderful Life
2. Mariah Carey’s All I Want for Christmas is
You
3. A Christmas Princess
Movie theaters in Sioux Falls are also showcasing a
few holiday classics over the upcoming weekend. West
mall will be showing: A Christmas Story, The Star, National
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, and Elf. Dawley Farms
will be showing: National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation,
The Grinch, and Die Hard.
The Christmas season is the
time to be with family and
friends, and what a better way
to spend it than by watching a
classic Christmas movie with
one another.

‘Tis the season of giving

Dec. 1: Rebekah Roth (Sophomore):
Favorite Gift: “Maybe my tablet I got
when I was younger, because I liked
playing games.”
Dec. 3: Autumn Genzler (6th Grade):
Favorite Gift: “My phone because I
get to talk to my friends more.”
Dec. 4: Matt Schrank (Staff):
Favorite Gift: “Tickets to a Sunday
Night Football game at Lambeau
Field.”
Dec. 15: Tayler Benson (8th Grade):
Favorite Gift: “I like clothes and for
my previous present I received some
clothes that I loved, but overall I am
very thankful for all the things I’ve
received in the past years.”
Dec. 26: Josef Zahn (Senior):
Favorite Gift: “Knoxville tickets because I’m in love with racing.”
Dec. 29: Maiya Strand (8th Grade):
Favorite Gift: “My favorite birthday
gift is the one I got last year and it
was a trip to the Chicago Bears vs.
Minnesota Vikings because I really
like the Chicago Bears.”

Multiple opportunities to give
back this holiday season

by Camas Johnston
staff writer
Have you ever
wondered
what
someone could do
to give back to the
community for the
holidays? Around this time of year a
lot of charity’s are accepting donations and many volunteer opportunities are becoming available.
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Macy’s store and each letter will donate $1 to the Make a Wish Foundation.
Organizations similar to the Make
a Wish Foundation are: Operation
Christmas Spirit.

DONATION IDEAS:
There are many different charities
that you are able to donate to
around the holiday season.

nate Toys to this organization for
Christmas and give a child in need
something they wish for this season.
Other organizations that are similar to Toys for Tots are: Operation
Christmas Child, and Angel trees.
Angel trees are located at many places such as the Salvation Army. These
both provide gifts for those in need.

Toys for Tots: Toys for Tots is an
organization that has been running
ever since 1947. Toys for Tots collects unwrapped toys to give to children that might now be getting anything this year. You are able to do-

Make a Wish Foundation: this
organization donates
money to families in
need. All you need to
do is drop a letter for
Santa off near any

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
If you are unable to give money or
toys this season then you can volunteer.
You could be an elf for Santa at
your local mall, participate in a holiday race such as the New York Road
Runners’ Jingle Bell Jog. Help at a
Nursing Home. Or just volunteer at
your local animal shelter.

Blue Dragon
Social Media
Keep in touch with what is happening in the school and with our
Blue Dragon athletics.
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops

GOLF: @ghs_golf2017
You can also
follow the Blue
Ink on snapchat
at ghs_blueink.
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Back on the mat Wrestling returns to action starting off their 2020-2021 season
by Morgan Pierret
staff writer
Despite their low numbers, the Garretson wrestlers got off to a great start at their first tournament, last Saturday, in Flandreau. They also traveled to Mt. Vernon yesterday to compete in their
first Quad of the season.
On Saturday, everyone that wrestled, placed.
Tayson Swatek and Braxten Rozeboom placed 4th,
Martin Welch and Trevon Cross placed 3rd, Jayse
Miller placed 2nd, and Jaden Richter placed 1st.
When asked how he thought he did on Saturday, Miller wasn’t satisfied with himself, even
though he placed second. “It was the first tournament and I was out of shape, so I don’t think I
wrestled too good.”
Miller’s focusing on getting into better shape, as
well as working on “bottom stuff”, as he likes to
call it, but also known as defense. He is also striving to make it to state and hopefully place.
Although Richter thinks he wrestled pretty well
on Saturday after winning all his matches, he says
he needs to improve on taking shots on bigger
guys. He also has goals of becoming a better wrestler and has his eyes on making it to state.
This year at tournaments, workers are making
sure to mop the mats more frequently. This normally only happens at the beginning of the meet,
but with COVID this is just one adjustment that
had to be made.
Another adjustment was the restriction of spectators. The wrestlers now have vouchers, and they
can only give two of them away. Also, tournaments are limited to 114 wrestlers (8-10 teams), so
about half the size of normal tournaments. Due to
this, tournaments are much shorter than they normally would be.
“It hasn’t really affected how I wrestle”, said
Miller about the new COVID adjustments. Coach
Jason Bohl added that the wrestlers are trying to
stay with their same practice partner throughout
the year, too.

Gabe Johnson wrestled at his first meet of the season yesterday. In his final match of the night he lost 2-3 in overtime against Sioux Valley.
Photo by Chloe Schleuter

Yesterday, when the team travelled to Mt.
Vernon for their first quad, they wrestled against
Parker, Sioux Valley, and Mt. Vernon/Plankinton.
Because there were only seven Garretson wrestlers, it made it hard to win duels and the Dragons
ended up going 0-3 as a team.
“We’ve only got 12 kids out from 6th grade to
12th grade. We have some kids that were out last
year that didn’t come out. But we’ve got 12 kids
and were going to make the most of it and go from
there,” said Coach Bohl about their low numbers.
Although the team as a whole didn’t do good,
Miller had an outstanding night after he won all
three of his matches. Cross went 2-1 for the night,
and the rest of the boys had a rocky night, only
winning one of their matches.
Last night was Gabe Johnson’s first time wrestling this year. He didn’t wrestle in the first tournament, and neither did Preston Bohl. Bohl is working on recovering from an ongoing knee injury, but

hopes to be back soon.
These boys are crucial to the team, since they
are both at opposite ends of the weight classes.
Bohl wrestled in the 106 weight class last year, and
Johnson is wrestling in the 285 weight class this
year.
This year, home wrestling meets are going to
happen more frequently than previous years. Four
different meets will be taking place in the Dragon's
lair. On December 15, there will be a dual against
Chester Area; January 9, there will be a tournament; February 5, Garretson will host the Big East
Conference; and February 9 there will be a quad.
On January 9, Garretson will host the Jesse
James Tournament. Normally, Garretson and Brandon Valley co-host this meet in Brandon, but this
year they decided it was in everyone’s best interest to have the tournament in two different locations.

Christmas traditions around the world
by Lacey Lumpkin
staff writer
The Christmas season is all about traditions!
Some families have crazy traditions, while others have more common traditions.
But what about the people around the world?
Do they have the same Christmas traditions
that Americans do?
Guatemala, burning the devil:
Does the devil live in the
dirty, dark corners of your
home? In Guatemala, during
the week before Christmas,
they spend their week cleaning their home. Once their
house is cleaned, they pile up all the trash outside and place a statue of the devil on it and
light it on fire! They do this to get rid of all the
bad of this year to start the new year clean.
This ceremony is called La
Quema del Diablo.
Ukraine, decorate your tree
with spider webs:
What’s prettier than tinsel? Spider webs! There’s an
old Ukrainian tale that a spider decorated a poor woman
tree on Christmas night because she couldn’t afford to. She woke up to see the tree beautiful. It’s now
tradition to hang a fake spider web on your tree.

Portugal, feed your dead family members:
Are your dead family members hungry as well? On Christmas Day,
Portugal celebrates Consoda. It's a tradition instead of just feeding
yourself Christmas dinner, you're supposed to set places for your
dead family members. Sometimes crumbs are left on the fireplace.
Doing this they hope to bring good luck to their home.
Italy, where a witch delivers Christmas presents:
Instead of Santa, what if a witch delivered your presents? The Vatican says an old witch called La Befana delivers the presents to kids in Italy. It’s said that when the
three wise men were traveling to see Jesus, they asked a
witch to join them, but she said she was too busy. It’s
now said that she’s the one who delivers the presents to
kids on Christmas in Italy.
Czech Republic, throw a single shoe out the door:
Which way did it land? If it landed toe facing the door, it means that you
will be married this year! If it lands the other way, then you’ll be single for
another year, well, if you're a woman. It’s a Czech tradition that on Christmas
Eve single women toss one of their shoes out the door with their back the
other way to see how long they’ll be stuck single.
Germany, fill your shoes with candy:
Are your shoes clean enough to put
candy in them? On December 5th
German kids put one of their shoes
outside their bedroom door. In the
morning hopefully they’ll wake to find
candy in their shoe if they’d been
good. And if they weren’t good they’ll
wake to find a branch in their shoe.
Ms. Neugebauer said, “Some Germans hide a pickle ornament in the tree
and the first to find it get to open their present first.”

Qui
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Trump administration con- Senior Spotlight
tinues to battle election
results while Biden’s team
progresses their transition

Lucas Draper

Activities Involved In:
Concert Band
Marching Band
Pep Band
National Honor Society

by Rebekah Roth
staff writer
While 2020 is finally almost finished, controversy around the true results of
the 2020 election are still present. President-elect Joe Biden and his transition
team have begun their progression into office, but President Donald Trump
continues to claim and assure the U.S. that he won the election.
Currently, the country appears to be completely divided by their belief on
who won the election. News channels, articles, and almost all media sources
point to Joe Biden as the president-elect, but many republican political officials, like Texas Congressman Lance Gooden, insist that President Donald
Trump won, joining President Trump.
In a tweet, the president said, “How can you give an election to someone
who lost the election by hundreds of thousands of legal votes in each of the
swing states. How can a country be run by an illegitimate president?” Underneath the tweet, a warning shows that this claim about election fraud is disputed.
While voter fraud has occurred this election, investigations show that it’s
not as drastic as President Trump presumes. Ten lawsuits had been filed alleging voting issues in several states, such as in Nevada and Georgia, but were
quickly dismissed by judges due to a lack of evidence.
Although, many supporters who have done research of their own agree
with President Trump’s arguments. Chloe Flahaven, a sophomore at Garretson High School, says, “I do think voter fraud is more prevalent this year because of the mail-in ballots. This has been an issue for years, but not as many
people actually did these types of mail-in or absentee ballots before COVID19.”
During this time when President-elect Joe Biden’s team and career civil
servants are having transition meetings to prepare Biden’s for office, the
Trump administration has been stationing loyalists to be present in discussions. These political officials have been observing meetings like at the Environmental Protection Agency, where Biden and his team reviewed scientific
research and climate change.
Experts on presidential transitions say that involving political officials could
be seen as advantageous, and is not uncommon to have. During Barack
Obama’s presidential transition, George W. Bush worked with his team to
work with the financial markets. But with this particular election, some experts say that this could be President Donald Trump’s way to slow the transition, due to his refusal to concede.
If the presidential transition process progresses normally, President
Trump’s term will end in 40 days. Yet, republican officials and supporters of
President Trump believe that the election may be overturned.
“I do think that Trump still has a chance. The reason why is that the video
evidence and even the extremely odd increases for Biden in the middle of the
night when everyone is supposed to be gone. Trump’s team has been able to
find more evidence that this is happening in important states like Pennsylvania, Georgia, Wisconsin, and Michigan,” stated Flahaven on the election results.
So far however, Joe Biden’s presidential transition is still in the works. Unless the election is overturned like President Donald Trump has been pushing
for, Joe Biden will become the next president of the U.S.

Best Part of Senior Year:
There are too many parts
to choose from
What Will You Miss Most:
Playing in band
Plans for Next Year:
Work to pay for some sort
of schooling in the future

Lauren Heesch
Activities Involved In:
Volleyball
Basketball
Softball
Track & Field
National Honor Society
Choir
Best Part of Senior Year:
Taking a nap during privs
What Will You Miss Most:
Probably sports and bonding with teammates
Plans for Next Year:
Possibly play basketball
and go to school for nursing

Student Opinion Poll
Which version of How the Grinch Stole Christmas is your favorite? There are
three movies out but one was the clear winner among students this year.

