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Message from PTO

Dr. Martin Luther King:
“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to
think critically. Intelligence plus character–that is the goal of true
education.”

We hope everyone is off to a great New Year!  It seems hard to believe that we
are nearly halfway through the school year! In the blink of an eye, we'll be
saying goodbye to winter and welcoming spring . Our students have been
working very hard and have celebrated the life of Dr. Martin Luther King in all
our classrooms. We hope you enjoy all our students' projects and artwork. 

Please make sure you sign up for your child's Parent Teacher Conference this
February! Quarles Parent teacher conference dates are listed below. If you have
any questions, please contact your child's teacher. All conferences will be on
the following:

February 7, 2023 - Half Day - 12:30 PM Dismissal  
February 8, 2023 - Half Day - 12:30 PM Dismissal 

Sincerely,
Quarles Administration

Dr. Martin
Luther 
King Jr.

February Upcoming Events



     February 7 & 8 - Parent Teacher Conferences - 
                                    Early dismissal for students

     February 17 - 20 - Presidents' Day Weekend - 
                                       District Closed

F E B R U A R Y  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

     February 14 - Center for Modern Dance - 
                               Black History Month Assembly

     February 21 - PTO Meeting - 
NJCAP Information Session to Parents -  
6:00 p.m. All Purpose Room
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PTO

meeting

     February 15 - New Student Information Session - 
NEW Quarles students only - 6:00 PM - All Purpose Room 



This month the PTO is collecting donations from small businesses for our March
Madness Calendar Event . If you own a business or know someone that would
like to donate from their business, it would be greatly appreciated. Gift cards,
gift certificates, items and services are all welcome. If you need further
information, you can email the PTO at daquarlespto2022@gmail.com or call
Quarles School at 201-862-6000. Lastly our February PTO meeting is scheduled
for February 21 @6pm in the Music Room where we will have an important guest
speaker here to speak to families about an upcoming event. Refreshments will
be served.

Thank you,

Rosie Rodriguez, PTO President

Marilex Tavares, Vice President

Brett and Ashley Lastra, Secretaries

Luz Castillo, Treasurer
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on sale the end of

February.
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P R E - K  S P O T L I G H T

C E L E B R A T I N G  D R .  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  J R .
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K I N D E R G A R T E N  S P O T L I G H T
C E L E B R A T I N G  D R .  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  J R .
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R E L A T E D  A R T S  C O R N E R

L I B R A R Y  M E D I A  C L A S S

During library media class, kindergarten students have been learning about different
types of devices and how to use them.  The pictures below show a photo editing
project they did on the iPad.  The used the markup tools in the photos app to make
it look they are playing in the snow.

During this Marking period we continue practicing basic locomotor skills
like skipping, galloping, running, jogging, hopping, jumping, etc. We

practiced several manipulative skills like throwing, catching, jump rope,
striking with hands or objects (bats, rackets, hockey sticks). Children
learned body movements like dancing and some gymnastic rolling.

P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N  C L A S S
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R E L A T E D  A R T S  C O R N E R

M U S I C  C L A S S

In music, students have been learning about the musical alphabet and about how to
play the glockenspiel. We have been excited to apply all that we have been learning
about quarter notes and eighth notes to our instruments. Soon students will learn
how to play some melodies like "Mary Had a Little Lamb" and other nursery rhymes
on the glockenspiels. 

ESL Q&A
By Nicole Smith, ESL teacher

Is being an ELL the same thing as ESL?  

No. English Language Learner (ELL) is the designation or label given to students
learning English. English as a Second Language (ESL) is the class or curriculum
students receive. A student can be an ELL and choose not to receive ESL services. 

(continued on next page)
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ESL Q&A (continued)
By Nicole Smith, ESL teacher

How is a student classified as an English Language Learner (ELL)?  

Each student who enrolls in the Englewood Public School District completes a
Home Language Survey. If the family indicates another language besides English is
spoken in the home, the child must take either the Kindergarten WIDA-ACCESS
Placement Test (KW-APT) or the WIDA Screener. If they fall below a set level of
English proficiency, they are labeled as an English Language Learner (ELL).  

How are ELLs assessed?  

The KW-APT and WIDA Screener are English proficiency screeners used initially to
identify students as ELLs. The ACCESS Test is the English proficiency assessment that
ELL students take annually. This test measures their progress in mastering the
English language. The ACCESS Test is made up of four parts: Listening, Reading,
Writing and Speaking. This year the testing window is February 27 through March 10,
2023. Students will be taking a paper-based assessment in a 1:1 setting. 

Do All ELLs have to take the ACCESS?  

Yes, all students with the ELL designation must take the ACCESS test annually until
they pass/exit, at which point they are designated as a Former English Learner (FEL).  

If a student does not qualify, does that mean they are proficient in English?  

Not necessarily. Students who do not qualify for services may still be in the process
of acquiring the English Language. However, they may not need the intensive
support that others do.  

 
How can I help?  

Exposure to language is one of the best ways to learn new vocabulary for our English
Learners. Parents who are not proficient in English can still build vocabulary and
conceptual knowledge in their native language that will help their children be more
successful in the classroom. Parents can build conceptual knowledge at home
through reading, even while the child is developing English language skills at
school. Therefore, it is extremely important that all parents read to and with
students every night! 



1. Practice Unity. Do not segregate yourselves from people based
on gender, age, disability, race or ethnicity, religion, or sexual
orientation. Parents can provide their children with living
examples of equality when interacting in a kind way with people
who appear different from them.

2. Use Kind Language. Refrain from using explicit remarks that
categorize people.

3. Be Kind in Action. Sometimes, we are not aware of our body
language around others. By increasing our awareness of our
nonverbal behaviors and treating everyone the same, we model
for our children how to treat others with equality and kindness.

4. Have Multicultural Experiences. As a family, becoming
engaged in multicultural experiences could be a fun learning
experience for everyone. Diversity experiences lead to fewer
stereotypes. Introduce your children to diverse groups, such as a
new religious setting or cultural community events. The whole
family will discover new things about themselves and others
through participation in new cultural experiences.

5. Redirect Intolerant Behavior. If you witness your child acting
or speaking out in judgment of diverse groups, speak with him
about it. Talk with him about why it is important to treat everyone
with kindness and equality.

Parents can help their children value and appreciate diversity in everyday
experiences by modeling behaviors that are open and kind toward others. It is
important for children to have role models who motivate them to engage in
multicultural activities. While children are in many different learning
environments, parents have the greatest impact on how their children perceive
and act toward others. Here are five strategies to help your child learn and
understand diversity:
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Teaching Children about Diversity
by Tara Nukk



Encourage your child to share his/her thoughts and ideas with you.  Ask
questions that require more than yes or no answers. 
Visit new places and talk about what you are seeing and doing.  Make
every outing an opportunity for learning new words. 
Ask your child to tell you about what he/she did that day in school. 
Read stories to your child and as you read, ask questions to help sharpen
his/her listening skills. 
Give your child two or three step directions to follow and ask him/her to
repeat them back to you. 

Provide opportunities for your child to play with other children. 
Play games.  Games help children learn how to take turns, follow
directions and how to win and lose. 
Encourage your child to use words to let others know how he/she feels
and what he/she wants. 

Social skills instruction improves students’ positive behavior and reduces
negative behavior.  Learning social skills helps prepare young people for
success in transition and adulthood.  Social skills learning improves students’
communication with peers and adults, improves cooperative teamwork, and
helps them become effective, caring, concerned members of their
communities. At the same time, it teaches them how to set and achieve
individual goals and persistence, skills that are important for their successful
development into adulthood, work and life.  Below are tips to promote social
skills learning at home. 
 
Speaking and Listening Skills 

Social Interactions 
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Social Skills at Home
by Venus Rose, School Counselor



Children are all different, unique and develop at different paces.  However, there
are developmental milestones that children should reach by certain times and
ages.  This is especially true during the first three years of a child’s life. 
 
Some important developmental milestones are: 
2 months old – smile, beginning to look at people and follows with eyes 
4 months old – babbling (making sounds), begins to hold head up independently 
6 months old – responds to name, rolls over, begins to sit without support 
9 months old – crawling, imitating sounds, pulls self to standing 
1 year old – walking, attempts to repeat words, use simple gestures 
2 years old – following simple instructions 
3 years old – using sentences in speech 
 
If you have concerns about your child’s development; the way they play, learn,
speak, move or acts; as a parent or guardian you can request evaluations.  You
can share your concerns with your child’s doctor, but you do not need a doctor’s
referral to request evaluations.  If your child is already enrolled in school, you can
share your concerns with your child’s teacher and see if they are present in
school as well as at home.  Providing a child with the appropriate supports and
services has shown to be more effective earlier in life rather than later, so acting
early is important. 
 
For children younger than three (birth to three years old), contact Early
Intervention at 888-653-4463.  You can request a free evaluation to determine if
your child is eligible for services. If eligible, there is a cost share for services
depending on a family’s income.  More information can be found on the website: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/fhs/eis/ 
 
For children three years or older, as a resident of Englewood, you would contact
the Englewood Public Schools to request evaluations to determine if your child
is eligible for special education and related services.  This request needs to be
put in writing.  A parent can write a letter or they can complete the parent
request for Child Study Team evaluations form that can be found on the EPSD
website.   
https://www.epsd.org/documents/departments%2F-services/special-
services/special-education-process/61423 
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Children’s Development 
 Presented by Heather Mohn, MA 

School Psychologist 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.gov%2Fhealth%2Ffhs%2Feis%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2367c3e260474bc6b72108dafd46c732%7Cafe7d8ef68f342589aa9008d77e0d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638100777676269136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qAaZSfbLwnQaoiUv7aeAEsXKD5eV5qsURWLnqZDBfjU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epsd.org%2Fdocuments%2Fdepartments%252F-services%2Fspecial-services%2Fspecial-education-process%2F61423&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2367c3e260474bc6b72108dafd46c732%7Cafe7d8ef68f342589aa9008d77e0d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638100777676425366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=axxc1W8QZWcqITaSZGM4yMPwsd0FMuI7yEc0%2FjKwkHU%3D&reserved=0


The letter or request form should have an original signature of the parent.  It can
be scanned or a photo taken and sent to the attention of Dr. Edward Wilson,
Director of Special Education Services ewilson@epsd.org and Ms. Willola Ashley,
Child Study Team Coordinator washley@epsd.org .  Requests can also be mailed
or dropped off at the South Building of Dwight Morrow High School located at
274 Knickerbocker Road. 
 
When discussing concerns about your child’s development or requesting
evaluations for your child it is important to be able to share specifics about your
concerns as well as general information about yourself and your child.  This
information would include name of yourself and child, child’s age and date of
birth and a way to contact you (phone number and/or email). 
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Children’s Development (continued)
 Presented by Heather Mohn, MA 

School Psychologist 


