
A reading response journal  (RRJ) requires you to reflect on what you’ve read using examples from the 
story. You will be writing an entry EVERYDAY as your read your

summer reading book. Directions for your journal are as follows:

Read 
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Students will be asked to read 20 minutes daily.

Capture the spirit of summer. This time of year is all about unstructured fun, 

and reading should evoke that same spirit of free time and pleasure.

Make your reading space comfortable. 

Eliminate any distractions while you read. 

Take this time to build the love of books and reading.

Refresh books periodically, after your required reading is complete (visit the 

Englewood Public Library).

Think
Think about what you read, and what you would like to share about your 

reading in your journal. 

A reading response journal is a journal where students are asked to record 

their interactions with their reading. This can be simple fact-finding or a 

personal reflection and connection to the text.

SAMPLE Reading Response Journal Entry Starters:

 

Write 
In your reading response journal put your thinking about your reading into 

writing.   You can share your feelings, reactions, and ask questions about the 

text, including characters, the setting, the plot, and themes, or simply use one 

of the journal starters above to spark your writing. 

Your goal is to track your thinking. Your RRJ is a good way to keep track of your 

reactions to, and thoughts about, what you read. It will also help your new 

teacher evaluate your understanding of the text. 

Your RRJ will be shared with your new teacher in September, so do your best 

work. 
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I noticed...
I wondered...
I couldn't believe that...
I can't understand...
I think...
I predicted...
I predict...
I enjoyed...
It made sense/didn't make sense to me that...
I like the way...
I realized....
From this book I infer...
The main idea in this book is...I know this 
because...
Some important details I noticed were...because...

 

I laughed when...
In my opinion...
This story would have been better if...
I smiled to myself when...
The best part of the story was...
If I had written this story...
I had forgotten that...
If I had written this story I would have...
The character I like best is...because ...
When I read this book I felt...because...
A question I have about this book 
is...because...
I couldn't stop reading the part when...
I connected to ...

 

***A note to parents:
Reading and writing go hand in hand. We expect our students to absorb so much from the text that they are 

exposed to yet, we rarely give them time to process, sort, or “think through” what they’ve read in a non 
threatening way. Reading Response Journals bridge the gap between reading a text and writing to the text in 

a logical and easy way. Please remember writing is developmental. Our younger students may draw their 
responses, and if they can label their pictures they should, or attempt to put their thoughts into sentences 

depending on their writing level.  Please have your students write to their fullest potential.  
"Literacy is...the road to human progress and means through which every man, woman and child can realize his 

or her full potential." -Kofi Annan 


